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HISTORICAL SOCIETY AWARDED $500,000
GRANT FROM STATE
The most historically significant period of the
House was during the first two years of the American
Revolution, 1775-1776. Meetings of the Executive
Council of the Second and Third Provincial
Congresses were held on the second floor of the
House.

We are THRILLED to announce that the
Historical Society of Watertown has been granted a
S500,000 award for the Edmund Fowle House
provided by recent legislation known as House Bill
#5076 and signed by Governor Romney on
September 17, 2004. This appropriation was largely
due to the efforts of Senator Steven Tolman, a
staunch supporter and advocate of historical sites in
his districts.

A rendering o f our vision o f the Edmund Fowle
House in the future, produced and donated by Sasaki
Associates, Inc o f Watertown

The Edmund Fow le House at 26-28 Marshall Street
in 2004

In addition, The Treaty of Watertown, a treaty
of alliance and friendship between the Governors of
the Massachusetts Bay Colony and delegates of the
St. John’s and Mi’kmaq Tribes of Indians of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, was signed at the
Edmund Fowle House on July 19, 1776. This was the

As you may know, the Society has owned the
Edmund Fowle House, which was built c.1742, since
1922. It is the second oldest remaining house in
Watertown and the only remaining property with ties
to the Revolutionary War.
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first treaty to be signed by the newly formed United
States with a foreign power.
The house was originally located on the
corner of what is now Marshall and Mt. Auburn
Streets. It was in danger of being tom down in 1871
when the town was widening Mt. Auburn St, then
known as Mill St. The house was bought at that time
by renowned architect Charles Brigham, who lived
on Garfield Street. Brigham bought the house and
property and had the house moved to its present
location on the newly developed street. The house
was converted to a 2-family house. A “telescope”
addition was added on in back which included a
kitchen and back hallway for each apartment. A
porch and entryway was added on the side of the
house and a staircase was created to reach the upstairs
for #26 Marshall Street.

Historical Commission, who has been chosen to
supervise this appropriation and will be guiding them
through the restoration/preservation process.

Budding Restoration Committee members Co-Local
Project Coordinator Jim Bean, Julia Donahue,
Society President and Ex-Officio Karl Huntington.
Neugehauer, Recording Secretary Joyce Kelly,
Chairman Paul Brennan, Jack Zollo, Co-Local
Project Coordinator Bob Childs and Richard
Najarian at the Historical Society's Holiday Party
The committee met with Mass. Historical
Commission Rep. Paul Holtz in December and has
submitted the application to receive the grant. Much
preparation of paperwork and research is needed to be
completed before any physical work will be done. We
will keep you informed as to the progress of this
important and exciting project.

“HISTORY OF
WATERTOWN” PROGRAM
PRESENTED TO SENIORS

The Edmund Fowle House c.1922
Brigham also added some “Victorian”
touches to the house, including a bow window, a
“widow’s walk” and shutters. In 1922, Brigham sold
the house to the Historical Society of Watertown.
Watertown’s Inspector of Buildings closed
this nationally significant house to the public in April
2001 because of several safety concerns. The
Edmund Fowle House is in fragile condition due to
weather damage and the inability to maintain the
property due to lack of funds.
A seven-member committee, the Building
Restoration Committee, has been appointed by the
Historical Society of Watertown to develop a
restoration/preservation plan. They will be working
with a representative from the Massachusetts

A new presentation on the history of
Watertown has been created by Historical Society
Council Member and Grant Writer Audrey Jones
Childs. Parts of this text were taken from Sigrid
Reddy Watson’s presentation at the Community
Church’s Musicfest 2000 at 525 Main Street. Audrey
presented this slideshow lecture at the Senior Center
in August and at Brigham House in September. The
text of this lecture follows.

The 17th Century - The Early Settlers
Visualize a prosperous land. Thousands o f ^
Indians were able to fish, trap, and grow corn in
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abundance. The voyages o f exploration had mapped
the New England coast at the beginning o f the
seventeenth century. During the twenty years
preceding the Massachusetts Bay, ship after ship
touched upon the shores o f Boston Harbor to refit
their vessels. Indians found a ready made trade
market with the fisherman. However, in 1617 a
plague swept the Indian tribes so that the fishermen
who returned to England reported that the thousands
had been reduced to terrified hundreds and their
abandoned cornfields lay open for white settlers.

over 300% could be made from fur trade. The
settlement was to be established in Salem. The profits
would repay the investors, and the hope o f making a
living in New England attracted non-Puritans as well.
The Company, fearing that Oldham would
interest others in his opinions, decided not to deal
with him, denied his title to the land that he had
purchased, and forbade his trading for beaver with the
Indians. He eventually returned to the Colony, made
Watertown his residence and was elected a
representative in the general court in 1632, when the
popular branch was first instituted.
In the spring o f 1630 preparation went forth
under Governor Winthrop, a compact having been
signed and a royal seal having been granted by King
Charles I. The signers included Sir Richard
Saltonstall, Thomas Dudley, Reverend George
Phillips and others. Sir Richard insisted that the
company carry their charter with them, and declared
that he would leave with his family to live in New
England only on condition that the company’s Court
meet on New England soil and not be governed by
England.
The flagship o f the fleet o f seventeen ships
carrying about 2000 colonists was led by the ship
Arbella. It was and is the largest fleet ever assembled
to carry Englishmen overseas to a new homeland and
was also known as the mass migration.
The Arbella arrived in Salem in June o f 1630,
but because a number o f the settlers sickened and
died there, the others soon moved to Charlestown,
where they were unable to find sufficient fresh water
for planting and so sailed up the Charles River to
what is now Watertown. They had been preceded by
John Oldham and later by the “Dorchester Men,” led
by Roger Clap, who is seen on the Town Seal
exchanging a biscuit for a bass with the Indians. The
Dorchester men soon left for Dorchester, the
Saltonstall Plantation established its community in
Watertown, and the church headed by Governor
Winthrop moved to Boston.
On July 30, 1630, the Saltonstall men, led by
their minister George Phillips, celebrated a day o f
thankfulness with fasting and prayer, and signed a
Covenant with God in which they promised “freely to
live in obedience to him” and “under his gracious
government.” Comprised o f men from different
classes who had pledged to avoid narrow rules and
beliefs, it remained for the members o f the second
church to be established on New England soil to work

Formation of the M assachusetts Bay
Colony (Mass Bay Company)
The M ass Bay Colony was established under
a charter issued to the M assachusetts Bay Company.
Under the reign o f King Charles I, a group o f non
conform ists were against the Anglican Church, which
ruled over their lives. In 1620 the Plymouth Colony
had sent settlers to Massachusetts and would live
under the Mass Bay Company charter. They
experienced hardship, disease and were unable to be
profitable.
At new Plymouth the people who invested
the m oney were not among the colonists. They
attempted to govern the colony from London.
Information sent to London was unreliable so in
1623 the stockholders sent over an independent
agent John Oldham, with his fam ily o f eight
including indentured servants. He concluded that
there was m oney to be made by breeding cattle,
trading with the Indians, and by fishing. He told the
truth, but enraged the Elders with his interference
with religion.
In 1624 Oldham tried to set up a separate
manner o f worship and alter the form o f government,
but was driven out o f the colony, went to Nantasket
and afterward to Cape Ann. He did not remain long in
either place, but engaged in trading between New
England and Virginia. He was shipwrecked o ff Cape
Cod. Escaping with his life he made peace with
people in Plymouth and had the liberty to come and
go as he pleased. Oldham, on a return trip to England,
purchased a land grant from Robert Gorges’ heirs.
The grant included what are now Charlestown,
Som erville, Cambridge, Arlington, Belmont and
Watertown. Oldham went to England in 1628 to lay a
commercial scheme before the Massachusetts
Company. He tried to convince the Company that
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1775 the countryside was aroused by the news that
the British were sending an expedition to seize the
gunpowder stored in Concord. When they reached
Lexington fighting broke out and continued in
j
Concord. Throughout the day as the British Regulars ^
retreated to Boston m ilitia gathered from nearby
towns along the march including two Companies o f
M ilitia and Minute o f 134 men from Watertown.
Joseph Coolidge, one o f the Watertown Company
commanders, lost his life that day.
After the Battle and the British retreat, the
Massachusetts Provincial Congress, which had been
m eeting in Concord, moved to the greater safety o f
the M eeting House in Watertown, which became the
seat o f government o f the Colony from April to July,
1775, and afterwards o f the Great and General Court
from July to November, 1776. The Executive
Council, o f which the President was John Hancock,
met in the Edmund Fowle House, now on Marshall
Street. Among its members were also Sam Adams,
John Adams, John Winthrop, and Robert Treat Paine.
When President Hancock went to Philadelphia to
attend the Continental Congress with several others
o f the Council, Dr. Joseph Warren, a beloved
physician, was elected President, and on June 17,
having been commissioned General, fought, and was
,
killed at the Battle o f Bunker Hill. When Dr. Joseph
Warren died at Bunker Hill, James Warren became
President o f the Provincial Congress in Watertown.
He and his w ife Mercy Otis Warren moved into the
Fowle House while he was President o f the Council.
(James Warren afterwards served in the army
throughout the Revolution and became PaymasterGeneral o f the Continental Army. His w ife, Mercy
Otis Warren, was distinguished in her own right as a
poet, dramatist and historian o f the Revolution and
was one o f the first to lead the campaign for equal
rights for women.)
During the British occupation o f Boston, Paul
Revere took his engraving plates and fled to
Watertown. His friend Benjamin Edes brought his
printing press to Watertown and here published the
Boston Gazette. On July 2 ,1775 General Washington
passed through Watertown, stopping at the Coolidge
Tavern on his way to take command o f the
Continental Army in Cambridge.
General Henry Knox went to Fort
Ticonderoga in the winter o f 1775-1776 and brought
the artillery captured there in an immense train o ls ,^
oxen through Watertown to Cambridge. W ith these,

out how to live in harmony with one another.
Because the members had rejected the authority o f
the Anglican Church and its bishops, each church was
governed by its own congregation. The state church
became known as the Congregational Church.
In 1632 the Town residents protested against
being com pelled to pay a tax for the erection o f a
stockade fort at Cambridge. This was the first protest
in America against taxation without representation
and led to the establishment o f representative
government in the colonies.

The 18th Century
In the early1700’s Watertown was busy
settling its fam ilies in farmsteads, defining its
boundaries and building meeting houses. The land
stretched all the way to what is now Sudbury, but was
then known as Watertown Farms. W atertown’s chief
source o f income was cattle raising. Although the
Town had its own carpenters, tanners, furriers and
blacksmiths, it needed pastures for its animals. It
needed to levy taxes for the support o f the minister
and the schoolmaster. In the early part o f the century
it included what is now W eston, Waltham and
portions o f Lincoln, Belmont and Cambridge. It was
called the old hive from which swarms o f settlers
spread out to establish the towns o f Dedham,
Concord, Lancaster and Groton. Roads were laid out
and the bridge was built over the Charles River.
The town was divided into the W est and East
Precincts, and eventually there were three houses o f
worship. The Old Burying Ground was laid out for
the graves o f the Town residents. W eston broke o ff in
1713 and Waltham in 1738 although both towns
continued to share in the fishery on the River and in
the maintenance o f the Great Bridge until 1820.
During the 18th century the resistance to the
imposition o f taxes by the British Parliament grew,
until it culminated in the Boston Tea Party o f
December 16, 1773. Among the Sons o f Liberty who
threw the chests o f tea into the Harbor were three
Watertown men: Samuel Barnard, Phineas Steams
and John Randall. The British closed the Port o f
Boston and there was talk o f War.
General Gage was installed as military
governor and disbanded the General Court. Meetings
were held and British spies were sent to Watertown
taverns to try to find the cannons that the men o f
Watertown had hidden. On the night o f April 18,
4
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General Washington was able to tighten the noose
around the British on Dorchester Heights, and in the
midst o f a terrible storm, the British evacuated
Boston on March 17, 1776.
The Declaration o f Independence was made
public in Philadelphia on July 4th, and the news
arrived in Watertown just after the General Court had
signed the Treaty o f Watertown. The Treaty of
Watertown was signed at the Edmund Fowle House
on July 19, 1776. It is a Treaty of Alliance and
Friendship between the Governors of the
Massachusetts Bay Colony (referred to in the Treaty
as the “State of Massachusetts Bay) and the delegates
of the St. John's & M i’kmaq Tribes of Indians. This is
the first treaty to be signed by the newly formed
United States with a foreign power (the Native
Americans).

wealthy men built estates and private clubs in
Watertown. The religious and intellectual climate
fostered the discussion of slavery, women’s rights,
and prohibition. Writers and artists and religious
thinkers won wide acclaim. Native sons and
daughters won national fame, among them Benjamin
Curtis, who defended President Andrew Johnson in
his impeachment trial. To support business and
education, banks and the Public Library were
established. The Mount Auburn Cemetery, America’s
first garden cemetery, was situated on part of the old
Stone Farm.

The 19th Century
After the Revolution the British continued to
prey on American ships, and several warships were
commissioned, one of which, the Constitution, was
built in Charlestown. After the War of 1812, its sails
being tattered and needing replacement, the Bemis
Mills in Watertown devised a system called the
Bemis Warp to weave new linen sails for the
Constitution. Industry flourished in Watertown,
where the government acquired land and built the
Watertown Arsenal.
Cannons and armaments were built at the
Arsenal, and local foundries made furnaces and
stoves. Mills were built along the river, where cotton
and woolen cloth were woven, and the Whitney
Paper Mill manufactured a superior grade of paper.
The Underwood Company developed a process of
canning foods under pressure, and during the Civil
War shipped meat in tins to the Union Army. The
town laid water and sewer pipes, and kept repairing
the Galen Street Bridge, which bore increasing traffic.
The town established public schools as early
as 1815. In 1835, with the establishment of churches
of a number of different denominations whose
members protested paying the church tax, the First
Parish was disestablished as the state-chartered and
town-supported church. Convers Francis, one of the
town’s leading thinkers and the brother of Lydia
Maria Child, was its last tax-supported minister.
Many fortunes were made in the area from
manufacturing, industry, and the China trade, and

Exterior o f Main Library before 1900
Courtesy o f Watertown Free Public Library

The 20th Century to Present Day
At the turn of the century Watertown’s
inventive minds were busy. The Stanley Brothers
manufactured dry plates for cameras on the South
Side,
and
invented
the
Stanley Steamer,
demonstrating it by driving it up Mt. Washington. In
1886 Sterling Elliott had invented the quadricycle in
his bicycle factory on Maple Street and later built the
first bicycle with inflatable tires. He perfected a
pamphlet-stitching machine and later invented the
Elliott Addressing Machine. He sold his bicycle
factory to the Stanley Brothers who were inspired by
Elliott’s bicycle for the design of their steam
automobile.
There were two world wars, after the first of
which the influenza epidemic of 1918 killed many
residents. The trolley system was greatly expanded.
The Galen Street Bridge replaced the old bridge of
1719 in 1906. The Perkins School for the Blind
moved from Boston to the old Stickney estate in
1912. The Hood Rubber Company manufactured
5

them at www.watertown3000.org. W alkBoston is a
non-profit pedestrian advocacy organization.
East End Neighbors was also interested in
having a photo exhibit produced to coincide with the
,
walk event to heighten the interest o f the public. ^
Society Councilor Audrey Jones Childs, who is also a
3rd generation East End resident, took on the project
o f creating the East End Photo Display.
The tour was put together and led by Society
member Pam Pinsky, who has previously conducted
two historical walks for the Historical Society.
Research for the tour was done by Pam, Audrey and
Joyce Kelly o f the Historical Society, along with Deb
Kaup and Sally Young o f East End Neighbors. They
also lined up “subject matter experts” to speak about
different topics on the route.
The day was rather windy and raw, but we
still had 45 - 50 people attend. This was very much a
neighborhood tour that brought out people that were
interested to hear about their part o f town and stories
from its history.
The tour began in the Arlington St. Cemetery
where Pam passed around handouts showing that the
East End was a planned community. This plan led to
the need for a fire station, post office, churches,
stores, etc. that led to the development o f Coolidge
Square shortly after the turn o f the 20th century.
People were encouraged to ask questions and
speak out about anything they might know to share
with the group. This brought out more information
everywhere we went, including the Shick house on
Grove St. the incinerator, Philipello Park, Dexter Spa
and the Mount Auburn Street businesses.
W e stopped at the bridge by Newlyweds
Foods where Deb Peterson spoke about the bicycle
and pedestrian path that is com ing soon to a small
section o f the old Watertown railroad branch. This
section between Grove and School Streets is now
under design and planned for construction by the
Massachusetts Department o f Conservation and
Recreation in the next year. Senator Steven Tolman
has been working on state funding to look into a dual
use on this section, as part o f it is still used by the
railroad.
Roger Hagopian, who is producing a film on
the history and people o f Hood Rubber Company,
spoke about Sawin’s Pond when w e stopped at a
branch o f the pond at Arlington Street. This pond was
once owned by Hood Rubber. He spoke about H ood^,^
Rubber Co. when we stopped on Elm Street. He also

canvas shoes and boots and employed many o f the
new immigrants to Watertown.
In 1930 the gristmill, which had ground com for
the early settlers and stood in the center o f Town for
300 years, was finally tom down. N ew libraries,
schools, businesses, and a new Town Hall were built,
and Watertown became a banking center. Calvin
Coolidge, a descendant o f Watertown Coolidges,
became President and visited Watertown in 1925.
The Star Market expanded from its original location
on Mt. Auburn Street into a giant grocery chain now
known as Shaws. During the Second World War and
the Korean War many local industries, and the U.S.
Arsenal, supplied the war effort.
Toward the close o f the century hightechnology industries have proliferated. In 1980 the
Town adopted a new charter, replacing the Town
M eeting with which Watertown had established its
first government with a Town Manager and elected
Council form.
Between 1988 to present, Watertown’s
economic development shifted. Congress decided to
close the Research Labs at the Arsenal, Harvard
University purchased the Arsenal from O ’N eill
Properties and the Arsenal property went through
revitalization. N ew technology including biotech and
pharmaceutical companies moved into old industrial
sites.
The
town’s
residents
shifted
from
predominantly blue-collar workers to a blend o f white
and blue-collar workers. The cost o f housing
escalated with the shift in the econom ic development.
Two fam ily homes were often sold as condominiums.

If you are interested in having this slideshow
lecture presented to your group or organization,
please contact Audrey Jones Childs at 617-926-2577
or aic538@ com cast.net.

EAST END WALK
On October 23, the Historical Society co
sponsored a historical walk o f Watertown’s East End
with East End Neighbors and W alkBoston. East End
Neighbors is a new group organized to increase civic
engagement in Watertown’s East End by sponsoring
activities, disseminating information and creating
dialogue about local issues. You can learn more about
6

We wish to thank Pam Pinsky for the
wonderful job she did of pulling an eclectic mix of
information into a comprehensive history. We also
want to thank our guest speakers who made the tour a
little more personal than other walking tours.
The Society plans on offering this tour again
in the spring.

brought us into the Watertown Mall parking lot and
showed us the remnants of the foundation for Hood
Rubber’s smoke stack.

EAST END PHOTO EXHIBIT
Members of East End Neighbors suggested
that we create a photo exhibit that would be displayed
somewhere in the East End the week of the walking
tour. Audrey Jones Childs volunteered to take on this
project. Old photos o f the East End were solicited
through a mailing to the Historical Society’s
membership, the Watertown TAB and through flyers
posted in East End storefront windows. She received
responses from former and present residents, one
from as far away as Connecticut. Audrey scanned the
photos, enhanced them, blew them up, and captioned
them. She then put them on 2-screen and 3-screen
poster boards. The photo exhibit was first displayed
at the Historical Society’s table at the October 2nd
Faire on the Square event.

Roger Hagopian and Pain Pinsk\> at the Hood
Rubber site now occupied by the Watertown Mall

Exterior o f Hood Rubber Co, circa 1910
Courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library
When we reached Mt. Auburn Street, Audrey
Jones Childs told us about her grandparent’s tailor
shop, Satisfaction Tailors, which was in business
from the 1930s to the 1960s, and the other stores that
were in that block. The Post Office is now located
here.
Audrey Jones Childs and Thelma Metrano, a photo
contributor, in front o f the East End Photo Exhibit at
Faire on the Square
The photo exhibit was a huge attraction and
the Historical Society had people buzzing around the
display all day. A couple of the onlookers recognized
themselves as youngsters in a few of the pictures.
We decided to make the display a travelling
photo exhibit so that more people would be able to
see it. During the months of October and November it

East End tourists at the site o f Hood Rubber Co.
7

If you have an LCD projector that you can
donate to the Society, please contact Audrey Jones
Childs at 617-926-2577.

was on display at Brigham House, the East End
Branch o f the Watertown Savings Bank on Bigelow
Ave, the Helenic Cultural Center and the Senior
Center on Marshall Street. Per request in December,
it was on display at the High School during their
production o f “Our Town”.
If you are interested in securing the East End
Photo Exhibit for your group or organization, please
contact Audrey Jones Childs at 617-926-2577 or
aic538@ comcast.net.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public m eetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
the annual celebration o f Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.

SOCIETY COUNCIL
ACQUIRES NEW
RECORDING SECRETARY

N am e:________________________________________
Address:______________________________________
City, State, Z ip:________________________________

Historical Society Councilor J. Thomas
Franklin announced this summer that he would be
moving to Maine in the fall and with regret, gave his
resignation as Recording Secretary and Councilor.
The position was filled in October by new Council
Member Pam Hubley.
The Recording Secretary attends all meetings
o f the Council, which m eets on the third Wednesday
o f each month, and takes notes about subjects
discussed and types up a report to distribute at the
next meeting. These reports are kept in a notebook
and saved to preserve die history o f our efforts and
accomplishments. W e are in possession o f all o f the
minutes o f the m eetings o f the Historical Society
from its beginning in 1888.
W e thank Mr. Franklin for his service to the
Council for the last 2 years and welcom e Pam to this
crucial position.

Individual
Senior / Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate
Corporate Sponsor
Donation

$15.00
$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL
MEMBERS
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Pam Hubley - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary/

LCD PROJECTOR NEEDED
The Historical Society o f Watertown
expanded its programming this year by creating two
new slideshow lectures; one on the history o f
Watertown and the other on architect Charles
Brigham. In order to show the Power Point
Presentation slides created for each talk the Society
borrowed an LCD projector for both o f these
programs, as w e do not have one o f our own.

Councilors:
Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
E. Joyce Munger
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Sharon Risso
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PROGRESS ON PLANS FOR THE
RESTORATION/PRESERVATION OF THE
EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
The project and distribution o f funds are
being overseen by the Mass. Historical Commission
(MHC). The Building Restoration Committee (BRC),
a nine member committee consisting of seven
Historical Society Council Members and two
previous Historical Society Presidents, are working
closely with our representative at the MHC, Paul
Holtz. Mr. Holtz is an Historical Architect for the
MHC.
Since our last newsletter, the BRC has
expanded from eight to nine members. Historical
Society Council Member Gurdon Buck has
graciously agreed to serve on the committee. We
have also restructured the Committee to better suit
our needs. Joyce Kelly is now Chair and Recording
Secretary. Bob Childs has taken on the full title as
Local Project Coordinator. The seven remaining BRC
members will continue to serve on this committee
and contribute to the goals established for completion
of this project.
A Request for Proposal (RFP) outlining
guidelines and requirements regarding a Preservation
Architect to be engaged by the Society to work this
project has been drafted and approved by the MHC.
An advertisement announcing the availability of our
RFP was publicized in the latter part of March. After
a careful review of the responses, the Building
Restoration Committee will choose an architect for
the project on May 13th and submit their choice to the
Massachusetts Historical Commission for approval.

As vve reported in the January 2005 issue of
The Town Crier, the Historical Society of Watertown
has been granted a $500,000 award for the Edmund
Fowle House provided by recent legislation known as
House Bill #5076 and signed by Governor Romney
_ on September 17, 2004. This appropriation was
largely due to the efforts of Senator Steven Tolman, a
staunch supporter and advocate of historical sites in
his districts.

The Edmund Fowle House c.1900 (We incorrectly
identified this photo as being c.1922 in our last
^ newsletter. We have since found this photo in a
publication from 1900.)
I

THANK YOU, SENATOR
STEVEN TOLMAN
On February 15, the Historical Society of
Watertown publicly acknowledged and thanked
State Senator Steve Tolman for his successful
efforts in obtaining funding for the restoration and
preservation of the historic Edmund Fowle House.
A reception was held at the Commander’s
Mansion on the Arsenal Property and was attended
by approximately 75 people. This event was
organized by Historical Society Council Members
and BRC Members Richard Najarian and Jim Bean.
Former Historical Society President and
BRC Member Paul Brennan was asked to speak
about the Edmund Fowle House and its history. Mr.
Brennan is also W atertown’s Town Historian. His
speech is included here:

Sen. Steven Tolman at the Commander’s Mansion
Before this evening, we used to think about
the Edmund Fowle House in three different ways:
about the Fowle family, about Charles Brigham,
and about the Historical Society of Watertown.
However, after this evening there will be a fourth
way we now think about this national treasure
thanks to our special guest of honor.
The Fowle house begins with Edmund
Fowle “the Cordwainer”. He was a local kid who
grew up in Watertown, started a small business,
went to church, married another local kid, raised a
family, and passed on after a good life. One of their
children would later reside in this home and then a
third generation would do the same. For over one

hundred years, the Fowle family would make
Watertown their home, live in this house, work the
land, do their civic duties, raise their children, and
participate in the social and business community o f
this town. The Fowle family was very much a ^
typical Watertown family.
But during the time o f their second
generation’s residence (Edmund Fowle II),
something extraordinary happened that would
change this family, this town and the province it
laid within forever. A new nation would form, the
United States o f America, and this family would
avail themselves in every imaginable way, to this
new state and (in many ways) this new nation.
It used to be common knowledge that
Watertown was the capitol o f the new
Commonwealth o f Massachusetts. It used to be
common knowledge that the house o f the Fowle
family was the place where the first acting
Governor (the Governor’s Council) met before,
during, and after the formation o f this world’s
newest nation.
It used to be common knowledge that Dr.
Benjamin Church was tried and convicted here for
treason and that Henry Knox drove his cannon train
through these streets and that George Washington
met here regularly with the rebellious L e g is la tu re ,^
and it used to be common knowledge that the first
treaty of the United States o f America was signed
here.
That’s why when Charles Brigham bought
this house from the heirs o f the Fowle family; he
knew what it represented to Watertown.
Charles Brigham was a very famous
Architect and you see evidence o f his work all over
this town, this state and throughout this country.
And rather than raze this building in 1870,
when Mt. Auburn Street was being widened, he
moved the house out o f the path o f destruction and
allowed it to blend into the new neighborhood it
still sits within to this very day.
Charles Brigham was part o f this country’s
Victorian age and he too was a local kid... did
pretty well for himself too. He knew that, “what
was once common knowledge about our great little
Watertown” was fast being forgotten, and a few
years before his death in 1925, rather than let the
Fowle house be absorbed by a shadow o f ignorance,
he sold the building to an organization he h i m s e l l ^

Charles Brigham was bom in Watertown on
June 21, 1841 son o f John and Mary Brigham at the
old Coolidge Tavern, famous from Revolutionary
times; now tom down. He had a younger sister,
Maria, six years his junior. His father was descended
from Thomas Brigham, who left England for the
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1634. He stayed only a
short time in Watertown and moved to Sudbury
where he was a civil engineer. Charles’ mother’s
people were descended from Lieutenant Griffith
Crafts, who settled in Roxbury in 1630.
Charles’s father owned the lumberyard in the
vicinity o f where the Watertown MBTA bus yard is
located now. It could w ell be that the son’s interest in
architecture started early since his father’s business
involved house-building materials.
Charles graduated from Watertown High
School at age 15 and it was decided that he should
spend an additional year at the high school to prepare
for the college entrance examination. But at the end
o f that year, he did not go to college, but began his
apprenticeship in the office o f Calvin Ryder, a Boston
architect. There he stayed for 3 years until he secured
a position as draftsman for the then well-known
architect, Gridley J. Fox Bryant.
His work was interrupted in September 1862
when at age 21 he enlisted in the Union Army and
served as Second Sergeant with the Massachusetts
Fifth Regiment, commanded by Captain Joseph
Crafts, also o f Watertown and quite possibly a distant
relative o f his.
After he was mustered out o f the Civil War
on July 2, 1863, Charles returned to Boston where he
found a position under John Hubbard Sturgis, an
architect associated with Gridley Bryant. At age 25
he began a partnership with Sturgis that lasted until
John Sturgis’s death 20 years later. Together they
designed may fine homes in Boston and Newport and
also public buildings. Their buildings include:
• The original Boston Museum o f Fine Arts in
Copley Square (1876), criticized for its excessive
use o f terra cotta on the exterior. The Copley
Plaza Hotel stands where it used to be
• The church o f the Advent on Brimmer Street in
Boston (1880) in the Early English Gothic style
• The Charles Joy House at 86 Marlborough Street
(1872) built in the Eastlake style.
After the death o f John Sturgis, Charles
Brigham really came into his own and the following
buildings took form:

helped to found, The Historical Society o f
Watertown
The Historical Society o f W atertown was
begun in 1888 w ith the s e lf declared purpose o f
'expanding an appreciation and knowledge o f all
things historical in nature about this ancient
community. The acquisition o f the Fow le House
was the jew el in the Society’s crown and their
dream to have a museum , library, and art gallery
(dedicated to all the things great and sm all about
W atertown) had just been realized.
The H istorical Society received this house
just before tw o other extraordinary things would
take place in this country, the birth o f the historical
preservation m ovem ent and the Great depression.
A s much as the Society wanted to be a
leader in historical preservation within the
Commonwealth, it realized that it w ould now need
to take a more conservative approach. It w asn’t
until 1988, about 250 years after the building o f this
house, and 212 years after the founding o f this state
and nation, and 117 years after the house was
m oved out o f harms way, 100 years exactly after the
founding o f the Historical Society, and 67 years
after the society becam e the caretakers o f this
national landmark, that the building finally becom es
poised to serve as a permanent reminder o f the great
things that actually happened in our community.
I say poised because it w ould eventually be
another 16 years later before a very distinguished
gentlem an, the one w e are here to honor tonight,
would seize an opportunity to finally help the
society realize their dreams o f restoring the Edmund
Fowle House for everyone to enjoy and learn from.

CHARLES BRIGHAM RENOWNED ARCHITECT
A new presentation on Charles Brigham, a
prominent and prolific architect and one o f the
Founders o f the Historical Society in 1888, has been
created by Historical Society Program Director and
Corresponding Secretary Mary Spiers. Mary
presented this slideshow lecture at Brigham House in
December and an expanded version at the First and
Second Church on Marlborough Street in Boston in
March. The text o f this slideshow lecture follow s.
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design for the new Mother Church edifice o f the
Christian Science Church on Huntington Avenue. It
was done in the Italian Renaissance style with the
dome inspired by the great mosque of Ahmed I in
Constantinople. The church structure was completed ^
in 1909.
In 1893, he married Rebecca Jordan. In 1912
he built the house they lived in here in Watertown
throughout their marriage at 84 Garfield Street. Next
to it is the studio he built for her at 92 Garfield and
next to that the Brigham Carriage House at 100
Garfield.
Charles Brigham was extremely active in
Watertown community life. He helped found the
Historical Society in 1888. It was he who saved the
Historical Society’s Edmund Fowle House from
destruction in 1871 when Mount Auburn Street then known as Mill Street - was being widened.
Brigham had the house moved back and created
Marshall Street where it stands today.
Brigham was a town selectman, school
committee member, water commissioner, library
trustee for 33 years, founder and first president of the
Watertown (Cooperative) Savings Bank, now known
as Watertown Savings, director of the Union Market
National Bank, a master of the Pequossette Masonic
Lodge, and co-designer of the town seal with Jesse ^
Fewkes. On October 9, 1922, at a town meeting, the
citizens of Watertown made record o f their grateful
appreciation for his extraordinary service to the city
of his birth and hoped that all the good that he had
done would give him unlimited happiness as he
moved to live with his sister in New York.

•

The extension to the Massachusetts State House
(1890)
• The addition to the Maine State Capital (1891)
• The Watertown Savings Bank built at a cost of
$21,000(1892).
Take a look as you walk down Main Street
and notice the new plaque to the left of the door
honoring Brigham as its architect.
Henry Huddleston Rogers, Standard Oil
magnate and financier, employed Brigham to design
several buildings in Fairhaven, Mass. In each of these
projects he was allowed full range of his talent and
money was no object. For example:
• The Millicent Library, given in memory of Henry
Rogers’ daughter (1893)
• The Rogers summer home
• The Fairhaven Town Hall
• The Fairhaven High School
• The Unitarian Memorial Church
Back in Boston in 1899 he designed and built
the magnificent French castle at the corner of
Hereford Street and Commonwealth Avenue known
as the Burrage House. It was built for Albert
Cameron Burrage, a prominent Boston attorney and
President of the Mass. Horticultural Society. It was
modeled after Chenonceaux, a chateau of the Loire
Valley. The interior staircase is modeled after that of
King Francis 1’s Chambord.

The Christian Science Church on Huntington Ave
He started the partnership of Brigham
Coveney and Bisbee in June 1906 and designed the
summer home for attorney Burrage at Redlands, CA;
also a mansion in Valparaiso, Chile; and more
mansions in New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore.
Most memorable under this partnership was his

First Parish Church, 35 Church Street, Watertown
Three years later, Charles Brigham died at
age 84 at his sister Maria’s summer house on Shelter
4

Island, New York. When this news reached his
hometown, all the flags of Watertown were flown at
half-mast. Service was held at the Unitarian Church interestingly, it was he who designed the parish hall
that is now used as the church building.
His lasting monument remains with us today.
We are here within the embrace of its sturdy walls
and Elizabethan-style exterior. Brigham House was
his gift to Watertown and modeled after the high
school he designed for Fairhaven, MA - the one
considered to be the fairest high school in the land.
Brigham House was built as the Watertown High
School in 1912 and remained so until 1925 when it
became the East Junior High School. At that time the
high school students moved into their new building
on Columbia Street - where the high school remains
today. The East Junior High continued as such from
1925 through 1981. Then, in the millennium year,
2000, it was transformed by Hallkeen Baran, now
know as Baran Companies, into an assisted living
facility with 60 residential units.

the year to honor our past, present and future. Below
is a partial list of events already planned. Please
check the Watertown TAB for further details.
( * denotes Historical Society events)
* Historic Walk of the East End l-3pm
* Historian Marilynne Roach lecture
“The Salem Witch Trials” 7pm
Town Hall, Lower Hearing Room
Perkins School for the Blind 175th
May 22
Anniversary Open House 1-4pm
Memorial Day Parade - The 375th
May 30
Committee will sponsor a float
honoring all veterans
Jun 10 & 11 Relay for Life - Victory Field
Friends o f the Library Book Sale
Jun 11
Lawn of St. John’s Church
Trees
for Watertown Garden Tour
Jun 12
Historian Roger Thompson lecture
Jun 12
“Religious Beliefs of Early Settlers”
First Parish Church 7pm
*Treaty Day Pow-Wow and Colonial
Jul 16 & 17
Encampment, O ’Connell Field 1l-4pm
April 30
May 5

Please call Joyce at 781-899-7239 for more
details on these events.

PACKING UP THE
HISTORICAL COLLECTION
AT THE FOWLE HOUSE
Brigham House, the former High School and East
Junior High School
Charles Brigham, along with his parents, his
sister Maria and his wife Rebecca are buried near
here at the Common Street Cemetery, but this
building will remain as his special memorial in the
minds of the people o f his hometown.

375"' ANNIVERSARY EVENTS
This year, Watertown is celebrating the 375th
anniversary o f its founding in 1630. Many
organizations in town are planning events throughout

Members of the Historical Society Council
have been setting aside one day each weekend since
the beginning of February to work on packing up the
Society’s historical collection and no-so-historic
household items. In order to conduct a proper study
on the fabric of the building and accomplish a
thorough restoration and renovation o f the Edmund
Fowle House, it must be emptied out before any work
can begin.
Several council members performing this task
have been quite excited by seeing, for the first time,
some of the artifacts that have been stored in the
Society’s upstairs “Collections Room” for some time.
The Historical Society o f Watertown has been
accepting donations to its historic collection since its
inception in 1888. Items in this extensive collection

t

W e want to w elcom e all o f our new members
and thank them for their support o f the Historical
Society.

include many glass slides and copper plates depicting
sites, markers and people in Watertown, old maps
and blueprints o f land in Watertown, legal documents
and letters from the 17th and 18th centuries, historical
papers written by Historical Society members during
the 1800s, and portraits o f Rebecca Fowle Bradley
and her husband done by famous portrait painter
Henry Sargent (1770-1845).
The Society’s collection w ill be stored off-site
during restoration o f the house. It w ill be moved in
May.
After restoration o f the Edmund Fowle
House, the Society plans to reopen the building as a
museum and show different portions o f its collection
on a rotating basis. Completion o f the restoration is
slated for June 2007.

Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public m eetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
the annual celebration o f Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.

NEW MEMBERS

N am e:________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________
City, State, Z ip:________________________________

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

The past year has brought many new
members to the Historical Society, bringing our total
membership to 205.

Individual
Senior / Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate
Corporate Sponsor
Donation

Diane Alexander
Frank Arricale
Sharis Barkhordarian
Tamara Bourso
David Breakstone
Dorothy-Jean Brownsberger
Lisa & Carlos Cerquiera
Esther Connelly
Anne Marie Corbett
Patricia Daigle
Kathy Diamond
Phyllis DiAndrea
Helen Doggett-Plante
Mrs. John Dovel
Bertha Ellsmore
John Emery
Marimilian Flisi
Mary T. Fahey
Winifred Grinnell
Jackson Galloway
Sandi Howard
Carol Harris
Robert Leathe
Pamela Hubley
Henrietta Light
Maris Leon
M ichael M azzeo
Jimmy Manning
Dorothy Murphy
Julie McDonald
Robert Najarian
Jeremy Murphy
Eleanor Nixon
Phillip Nim eskem
Margaret Pasulka
Mary O ’Looney
Anna Maria Quagliata
Genevieve Powers
Clay B. Ritchey
Barbara Zenn Rediker
Sabin-Hecht Family
David J. Russo Jr.
Karin & Dennis Smith
Donna Schaefer
Harvey & Linda Steiner
Katherine K. Smith
Annie & Nazareth Tenkerian Elliot Vanetzian
W ill & Susan Twombly

$15.00
$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCIL
MEMBERS
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - V ice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Pam Hubley - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary

Councilors:
Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
E. Joyce Munger
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Sharon Risso
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ARCHITECTURAL FIRM CHOSEN TO WORK
ON THE RESTORATION/PRESERVATION OF
THE EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
alterations made to the property must be approved
through the Mass. Historical Commission.

As we reported in the January 2005 issue of
The Town Crier, the Historical Society of Watertown
has been granted a $500,000 award for the Edmund
Fowle House, which is listed in the State Register of
Historic Places. This appropriation was largely due to
the efforts of Senator Steven Tolman, a staunch
supporter and advocate of historical sites in his
districts. The project and distribution of funds are
being overseen by the Mass. Historical Commission
(MHC). The Building Restoration Committee (BRC),
a nine member committee consisting of seven
Historical Society Council Members and two
previous Historical Society Presidents, are working
closely with our representative at the MHC, Paul
Holtz. Mr. Holtz holds the position of Historical
Architect for the MHC.
The contract between the MHC and the
Historical Society of Watertown documenting the
rules and restrictions on this award was finalized on
May 25th. This is the date the Preservation Restriction
on the Edmund Fowle House and its property also
went into effect. A signed Preservation Restriction
assures the MHC that the award recipient will
maintain “the Premises so as to preserve the
characteristics which contribute to the architectural,
archaeological and historical integrity of the Premises
in a manner satisfactory to the Commission according
to the Secretary of the Interior’s ‘Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties.”’ Any changes or

Mary Spiers, (center) the Historical Society’s
Notary Public and Corresponding Secretary, is
flanked by Karl Huntington Neugebauer, Julia
Donahue, Joyce Kelly and Bob Childs during the
signing o f the con tract with MHC.
A Request for Proposal (RFP) outlining
guidelines and requirements regarding a Preservation
Architect to be engaged by the Society to work this
project was publicized in the latter part of March.
After a careful review of the responses and interviews
with the 3 top contenders, the Building Restoration
I

Committee, with the approval of the MHC, chose
McGinley Kalsow & Associates LLP on May 26th.
This architectural firm has been involved in
the renovation and restoration of over 125 structures
on the National Register of Historic Places. They
have extensive experience with the Secretary of the
Interior’s “Standards for Historic Properties” and a
history of working with the Massachusetts Historical
Commission on projects like ours, as well as with
governing town and state entities. They have also
won numerous Historic Preservation and Design
Awards, including three for their work on the
Commander’s Mansion on the Arsenal property.
A time-line for the Edmund Fowle House
project was provided by Paul McGinley and Wendall
Kalsow during contract negotiations. A study of
historic records and the existing building fabric will
begin this summer. We are hopeful that these studies
will reveal where the Council Chamber was located
when the Executive Council of the Second and Third
Provincial Congress met here in 1775-1776. These
studies will also help us to better understand the
changes made to the house in its 263-year history.
This study will be followed by an overall
physical needs assessment this fall which will help us
determine what must be done to make the building
compliant to the Mass. State Building Code and the
Americans with Disabilities Act. It will also take into
consideration the needs of the Historical Society in
regard to administration space, collection storage
space, and museum viewing space.
Design development for the landscaping,
exterior and interior of the Edmund Fowle House will
begin at the end of this year.

Sigrid married Ric Terman in July 2003 and
moved to Falls Church, VA but is still in touch with
the many friends she left back here in Watertown.
Sigrid is getting ready to publish a book tha
will contain all of her “Echoes” columns, inchronological order, plus some additional ones she
wrote more recently. The book will be 400-plus pages
and include maps and a section with pictures. A hard
bound version may be out before the end of the year
and will cost approx. $25. Copies will be available
through the Historical Society.
Sigrid has kindly submitted the following
column for publication in our “Town Crier.” It was
written March 8, 2005. (Copyright 2005 by Sigrid
Reddy Watson, used by permission.)

TH E OLD C O O K IE FACTO RY BECOM ES A
NEW HO M E FO R BBR I

The building now occupied by Boston
Biomedical Research Institute, at 64 Grove Street in
East Watertown, typifies the transition from a 20thcentury building’s original use to a new and
apparently unrelated one. People with long
memories have told me how they used to buy bags
of broken cookies at the Golden Cookie Company
for a few cents during the Depression of the 1920s
and 30s, and even into the 50s. Their memories,
however, may not be long enough to remember the
actual purpose for which the building was originally
intended.
In a conversation with Rob Greer, whose
great-grandfather, J.W.Greer, founded the company
where cookies were baked, I discovered that it was
actually the manufacture of equipment for wrapping
penny candies that first motivated him. J.W.Greer
began as the owner of a general store in Texas. Rob
said that in the country at that time - about the turn
of the 20lh century - many store owners made cand^
in their back rooms. J.W. invented a wrapping"^

“ECHOES” COLUMNIST
RETURNS
Readers of the Watertown Tab & Press may
well remember back several years ago when former
Library Director and former Historical Society
President Sigrid Reddy Watson wrote her “Echoes”
column. Her column helped to educate the
community on several historic aspects of Watertown
and is sorely missed by history-buffs and newly
interested Watertown history-aficionados alike.
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the cookies or crackers emerged from the oven, they
were stripped o ff and cooled on wire mesh racks.
The cookies produced in the demonstration
o f this technological marvel were at first donated to
local charitable organizations; soon, however, the
Greer fam ily, all o f whom were involved in the
production, realized that they could no longer afford
to give away thousands o f pounds o f cookies every
w eek, and thus the Golden Cookie Company was
bom . A s production increased, Fred designed and
had built, in the factory’s machine shop, a 180degree turntable that carried the cookies around the
end and ran them along another cooling conveyor
going in the opposite direction along the length of
the building (Fred later obtained a patent on this
device.)
The com pany’s products were so successful
that the Greers opened their own store and sold their
cookies and crackers directly to the public. They
sold the broken cookies to local children, even
purposely breaking them, Rob Greer told me, when
they had more cookies than they needed for sale.
Eventually Kresge and W oolworth stores began
buying golden C ookies and the overproduction
problem was solved. Rob also said that the Golden
Cookie factory may very w ell have been the very
first bakery where Girl Scout cookies were
produced. His mother, he said, received an award
from the Girl Scouts for 60 years o f service to the
organization.
W ith the objective o f selling his conveyerbelt baking system , J.W. now approached the
National B iscuit Company and the Sunshine Bakery
and offered them free use o f his facilities so that
they could try out their own recipes with their own
personnel. Amazed at the more efficient and costeffective process, NBC and Sunshine had Greer
ovens and belts built in their own plants in New
York. Independent bakers, having seen what Greer
products could do, also becam e customers o f the
com pany’s ovens, belts, and coating machines. If
you visit any baking operation where a product goes
through the oven on a m esh belt, you are probably
seeing a Greer belt, especially, as Rob says, if it
needs “breading” and “battering.” Having heard
about the famous Krispy Kreme doughnuts, I
persuaded m y fam ily, on a trip in Texas, to stop for
a sam pling, and there w e saw the conveyor belt
carrying the doughnuts through the oven, being
coated and sprinkled as they traveled.

device for the sticky candy that was an
improvement over the hand method used by many
shopkeepers. He sold his m achine to an outfit that
em ployed him to sell his invention, and eventually
he ended up in Cambridge, w hich Rob noted was,
after all, “the candy manufacturing center o f the
country.”
Soon J.W. becam e involved in improving
m ethods not only o f im proving candy-wrapping
m achines, but also o f enrobing chocolates. The
liquid chocolate was poured over the candy centers,
with the residue dripping through a wire mesh
screen. A fter the product w as cooled, the excess
chocolate covering could be reheated and used for
the next batch. It soon occurred to J.W . that a
m oving wire m esh conveyor belt w ould be more
efficient than stationary trays, and that the process
would work as w ell for baking cookies and
crackers, w hich had to be placed by hand on large
sheets that were carried on shelves through an oven
on a vertical reel device resem bling a Ferris w heel.
Loading and unloading these ovens, Rob
com m ented, was a hot and exhausting job. The
process, J.W . figured, could be sim pler and less
labor-intensive if the products could be m oved
horizontally by m eans o f a continuous steel belt
/ traveling through a long tunnel-like oven, where
also the temperature could be more easily
controlled.
J.W . attempted to persuade the National
B iscuit Com pany to try out his m ethod, but they
were not convinced that it w ould work. Undaunted,
he decided to build his own plant, having acquired
several acres on a railroad line just over the
Cambridge border. H is son Fred drew up the plans
for a single-story building 60 feet w ide and 300 feet
long to accom m odate the equipm ent his father had
designed: dough m ixers, cookie-form ing m achines,
and the unique “band” oven.
The special steel belt, or “band,” was
imported from Sw eden, the equipm ent was
installed, and the dem onstration was begun.
C ookies and crackers, Rob Greer said, were
discharged directly from their form ing machines
onto the oven conveyer belt and proceeded through
the baking chamber at a speed o f from 15 to 20 feet
per m inute, baking for from 7 to 10 minutes,
depending on the tim ing required by the product.
-'Heat w as provided from several o il burners. When
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This success story ended with a tragic twist,
for in 1936, having weathered the worst of the
Depression, the successful bakery operation
engendered complaints from some of the company’s
equipment customers, who alleged that the Greers
were engaging in unfair competition. In 1937 the
employees - the same people who had been
employed by the family during the Depression went out on strike, demanding a 33% wage increase
and a closed union shop. Embittered by what they
considered the ingratitude of the employees with
whom they had worked side by side packing
cookies, the Greers sold the company to two of the
managers, who continued operation of the business
for several years, eventually selling it for over a
million dollars.
In mid-January of 1999 the Boston
Biomedical Research Institute, which had been
looking for larger quarters, purchased the cookie
factory building for 17 million dollars. The
building, disused for many years, underwent 16
months of renovation to provide more space for the
scientists and the installation for them of modern
laboratory facilities. In 2000 the Institute moved
from its old quarters at 28 Stamford Street, Boston,
into its new state-of-the-art building at 64 Grove
Street in Watertown. By designing an open-lab
layout and shared facilities, the building provided
space for continued growth. Henry Paulus, the
deputy director who chaired the search committee,
is extremely pleased with the Institute’s new home.
In addition, his new policy is to reach out to the
Watertown community by organizing a series of
lectures (including one on local history) and art
exhibitions, to which he invites interested guests
from the Boston area and especially welcomes
Watertown residents. In the old cookie factory
building we can now see the evolution of 20thcentury technology into 21st-centry scientific
research.

SOCIETY’S GENEALOGIST
RECOGNIZED AT ANNUAL
MEETING
The Historical Society’s Annual Meeting
featured Watertown author and Watertown Historical
Commission member Marilynne K. Roach. Ms.

Roach spoke about the Salem Witch Trials, the
subject of The Salem Witch Trials: a Day-bv-Dav
Chronicle of a Community Under Siege, the book
she had published last year after 27 years of research
Marilynne donated a hardbound edition of this book—*
to the Society to raffle off. The raffle began at the
Annual Meeting and will continue through our
Treaty Day Celebration on July 16 & 17 at
O’Connell Field on Mt. Auburn Street, where a
winner will be picked before the Closing
Ceremonies at 3:00 on July 17, 2005.
At the Annual Meeting, the Society also
recognized the efforts of genealogist and rare-books
dealer Clare Murphy. For a small fee, Clare
provides a search service for your Watertown
ancestors. Ms. Murphy retains a nominal fee for her
work and donates the rest to the Historical Society.
The Society presented Clare with a certificate of
appreciation that showcased our beautiful pre-1900
photo of the Edmund Fowle House.
Clare can be contacted by email at
payson@oldbooks.com.

Clare Murphy shows her certificate o f appreciation
During this meeting we also conducted our
annual election of officers for the upcoming fiscal
year. For a listing of all Board members of the
Historical Society of Watertown, please refer to the
last section of this newsletter.

LIFE ALONG THE CHARLES
The following article is being reprinted her
with permission from the First Parish Church. Thisr*'
article was written by Kathy Button, Historian of the
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First Parish Church and Library Trustee, for the
March 2005 issue o f “The Arbella”, the newsletter
for First Parish.

the town’s first water m ill, which also required a dam
and water race.” Up until that tim e, all grain,
including the unfamiliar com introduced by the
natives, had to be ground by hand. W indmills were
impractical in this valley because they failed to catch
the west winds. Mayhew built the m ill right about
where Sasaki’s is today. You can see markers for the
mill on the river walk.
M ayhew’s m ill was the first o f many to
impede the flow o f the Charles River. From an article
written in the Boston Globe (April 9, 1995) by Sam
Bass Warner: “It was the millmen o f the 18th and 19th
centuries who transformed the Charles from a
gravelly New England stream into a series o f lakes.
Twenty dams and lakes survive today, most owned
by the Metropolitan District Commission. [Now the
Dept, o f Conservation & Recreation.] These dams
were encouraged by a ferocious law passed by the
Legislature in 1795 [‘An Act for the Support and
Regulation o f M ills’] allowed anyone who owned
two sides o f a stream to erect a dam and to flood his
neighbor’s land without permission. The aggrieved
neighbor was to wait upon a grand jury and receive
from them an award o f an annual fee. In
consequence, both the fish who used to swim
upstream and the farmers who used to hay the
meadows were damned out.” The act codified
common law practice. According to Professor Attila
Klein o f Brandeis, the law favored industry over
agriculture and natural resources. “The turning o f the
tide,” is the way my colleague Laura Reiner put it.
Not long after the 1795 Act, Francis Cabot Lowell
with his master mechanic, Paul Moody, incorporated
the Boston Manufacturing Company in Waltham. In
1813 they built the first integrated textile mill in the
world and started a revolution, the Industrial
Revolution. W e are still recovering.
Turning back to the 17th century, I want to
relate to the next turning point along the Charles
River: the founding o f Harvard C ollege by the
General Court o f Massachusetts in 1636. Tax dollars
from the six towns o f Boston, Cambridge,
Charlestown, Dorchester, Roxbury and Watertown
went into Harvard’s coffers. Here’s a tidbit from a
footnote in Thompson’s book, Divided We Stand: “In
1650 and 1651 a bushel o f apples and a lamb were
sent to the college by Watertown to help finance the
education o f Samuel Phillips, the son o f the deceased
pastor.”

The Am ateur H istorian
“Life Along the Charles”
This year marks the 375th anniversary o f the
founding o f W atertown and our very own First
Parish. At this writing, nobody knows for sure how
the Town w ill celebrate. Rest assured, there w ill be
something for everybody. It’s tim e, too, for the
Amateur Historian to get back to work. For starters, I
have rewritten my piece, “Life A long the Charles”,
part o f a summer lay service during which Carol
Bem ey and I collaborated.
W e like to think o f the Charles River as this
delightful natural resource that graces our urban
setting. But in many w ays, the river is quite unnatural
with dams and fish ladders that don’t work properly.
Right from the beginning, in the 1600’s, the
Europeans exploited the Charles River and changed
its natural course. W e can see evidence o f their
engineering tinkering today.
Our first stop in history takes us to the
founding o f Watertown in 1630. The first homes and
the first m eetinghouse stood on land that now belongs
to Mount Auburn Hospital. The original land grant
incorporated parts o f Cambridge, including the area
around Fresh Pond, W eston, the first town to break
free in 1713, W altham, incorporated 1738, most o f
Belmont, and sections o f Concord, Lincoln, and
Wayland. I call all o f these towns “Greater
Watertown”. Before the Charles River Dam, located
by the Science M useum, closed out the sea in 1908,
the river’s estuary began at Watertown. The natives
took advantage o f the tides to catch fish in their weirs.
The Europeans copied Indian ways with a vengeance.
A ll that fishing going on in W atertown caused a lot o f
grumbling from people living upstream, who wanted
their share o f the catch. The protection o f inland
fisheries, not just along the Charles, but other rivers,
like the Merrimack, forced the Massachusetts
Legislature to take action. In 1709, the General Court
enacted the first law to protect the river fisheries. It
was a losing battle, as w e shall soon find out.
Roger Thompson writes in Divided We Stand:
Watertown, Massachusetts, 1630-1680 : “In 1634
'Thomas M ayhew requested the loan o f Governor
Winthrop’s ox team to haul lumber for the building o f
5

and Native American outreach activities for
children for Treaty Day 2005. We received $300 for
the former and $430 for the latter.
Historical Society Vice President an<
historical re-enactor Julia Donahue also submitted"-"
an application in order to develop a living history
program on Mercy Otis Warren, Revolutionary War
chronicler and wife of Provincial Congress
President James Warren. Julia was awarded $1,500
to cover the cost of research and publicity, and for
funding to send Mercy Otis Warren into the schools.
We wish to thank the Foundation for their
consideration of our applications.

The same year Harvard College was
established in 1636, the General Court granted some
“venturesome” residents of Watertown permission to
establish a new town upstream: Dedham. These hardy
souls engineered two diversions of the Charles River
that are still extant: Mother Brook in 1639 and the
Long Ditch in 1649. Ron MacAdow writes in his
book on the Charles River: “The new town needed a
mill to saw logs into boards and to grind grain, but an
attempt to found a mill on the Charles River came to
nothing. The town decided that East Brook, a
tributary of the Neponset River, would offer excellent
mill sites if it could be provided with more water. Tn
1639, Dedhamites dug a ditch through Purchase
Meadow, diverting Charles River water to the head of
East Brook, which became known as Mother Brook.
From that day to this, the Charles has fed the
Neponset. Local farmers applauded the diversion on
the theory that it helped drain water from the
hayfields of the river meadows.” Later on, the need
for more hay inspired the idea for the Long Ditch,
also dug by hand, in 1654. Today, this passage, one
half mile long, connecting the Dedham Loop, is much
beloved by canoeists. And with that, I leave my
history.

DEBORAH SAMPSON GOES
TO SCHOOL
Over the last several years, the Historical
Society has funded Vice-President Julia Donahue to
go into the Watertown schools portraying three
different individuals from history - Mother Goose,
Deborah Sampson and Abigail Adams.
After completing her tour of third grades this
season as Deborah Sampson, Julia submitted tly
following story.

SOCIETY RECEIVES
COMMUNITY AWARDS

Every third grader in Watertown was
surprised when a fully uniformed member of the
Massachusetts Fourth Regiment of Foot paraded into
their classrooms and libraries.

Historical Society Grant Writer and Assistant
Treasurer
Audrey
Jones
Childs
submitted
applications this year for grants from the Community
Enrichment Fund (Harvard Univ / O’Neill Properties)
and the Watertown Community Foundation.
The Community Enrichment Charitable
grants are open to all non-profits in Watertown. The
Historical Society was awarded $2,500. We wish to
thank Harvard University and O ’Neill Properties for
their generous contribution to all of the communityminded organizations in Watertown. This award
will help tremendously in supplementing our
Community Outreach and Educational budget.
The Watertown Community Foundation
supports non-profit activities that meet local needs
now and for future generations. Audrey submitted a
grant for the production of a coloring book entitled
“Early Watertown, 1630 - 1776” which she has
volunteered to illustrate, and a grant for Colonial

Julia Donahue portraying Deborah Sampsoi
portraying Robert Shurtleif on Memorial Day
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Private Robert Shurtleif, involved in the
march to West Point, NY, held many secrets. He
taught our "Modern Children" about being a soldier
and about fighting for freedom. Reports on Private
Shurtlief are still on record, confirming that Robert
was a fine soldier, brave as any man, but still too
young to grow a beard. The other soldiers called him
"the Boy". Robert fell after being shot by a musket,
fearful that if he went to the hospital his secret would
have been discovered. So, Shurtleif painfully
removed the musket ball from his own leg.
Continuing on with his troop, marching and fighting,
Shurtlief was badly injured this time. Robert had
fallen into "brain fever". A far more grave condition
than a simple musket ball to the thigh.
On this emergency, the local surgeon was
summoned. Dr Binney went to listen for a heartbeat.
He was aghast to discover that Robert Shurtlief was
A WOMAN! Amazing as it sounds, she was actually
a woman named Deborah Sampson. Dr Binney and
his wife, a nurse, cared for Deborah and privately
nursed her to health. Shurtlief was a good soldier and
should receive an honorable discharge and pension.
As the performance continued, the students
were spellbound as Robert, the soldier, transformed
into Deborah who confessed, that yes, indeed, she
pretended to be a boy so that she could fight for her
country.
After being discovered, Deborah went away.
Later she found a husband and together the raised a
lovely family. But with the help of Paul Revere,
Deborah was the VERY FIRST woman to be
honorably discharged from the Army, as well as
receive a pension.
Every state in the USA has a hero, in this
Common wealth... we have a heroine...and her name
is Deborah Sampson.

in the Common Street Cemetery. They then went on
to march in the afternoon parade.

Watertown's Provincial Guard in Common Street
Cemetery the morning o f the Memorial Day Parade
Then-Captain Barnard was one of three
Watertown men belonging to the Sons of Liberty that
dumped cases of tea into the waters of Boston
Harbor. Captain Barnard also led a company of
Watertown men to Lexington on April 19, 1775
The parade began at noon from where the
participants were lined up on Grove Street in the East
End. The parade went down Mt. Auburn Street to
Main Street and ended in Saltonstall Park where
remarks were made by town officials. At the end of
the ceremony, the crowd was thrilled by the arrival of
a Black Hawk helicopter that hovered over the grassy
park before it flew off.
The flatbed truck carrying Watertown’s 375,h
Celebration Committee display was the hit of the day.
Historical Society Councilor Bob Childs and Treaty
Day participant Spirit Turtle brought to life
Watertown’s Town Seal by portraying early colonist
Roger Clap and a Pequossette Native American
respectively, exchanging a biscuit for a bass.
In the spring of 1630, a boat carrying Roger
Clap and his crew rowed up the Charles River and
came ashore at the foot of a steep bank. Here they
encountered the Indians native to this area, and Roger
Clap wrote this account:
“We stopped at Charlestown where we found
some wigwams and one house; and in the house there
was a man which had a boiled bass but no bread that
we see. But we did eat o f his bass. We went up
Charles River until the river grew narrow and
shallow and there we landed our goods with much
labour and toil. The bank being steep and night
coming on, we were informed that there we had by us

MEMORIAL DAY IN
WATERTOWN
Watertown celebrated Memorial Day with a
parade down Mt. Auburn Street and a ceremony
culminating in Saltonstall Park.
Before the parade began Watertown's own
militia group, The Provincial Guard, led by Major
^ J a c k Piantedosi, honored Major Samuel Barnard by
firing muskets and saluting in front of his gravestone
1

300 Indians. One Englishman (an old planter) that
could speak the Indian language went to them and
advised them not to come near us in the night, and
they hearkened to his counsel and came not. 1 myself
was one o f the sentinels that first night. In the
morning, some o f the Indians came and stood at a
distance off, looking at us, but came not near us. But
when they had been awhile in view, some o f them
came and held out a great bass towards us; so we
sent a man with a biscuit, and changed the cake fo r
the bass. Afterwards they supplied us with bass,
exchanging a bass fo r a biscuit, and were very
friendly unto us."

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication 01our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________
Address:____________________
City, State, Z ip :______________
_____ Individual
_____ Senior / Student
_____ Family
_____ Individual Sponsor
_____ Coiporate
_____ Donation

$15.00
$ 10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$ 100.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTO RICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Karl Huntington Ncugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Pam Hubley - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary

Bob Childs and Spirit Turtle bring Watertown's
Town Seal to life
This historic event was recorded by architect
Charles Brigham on the town seal. The place with the
steep bank would eventually become the present site
of Perkins School for the Blind. A marker recording
this event is in place along the Charles River on
Charles River Rd. below the bank to Perkins School.

Councilors:
Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
E. Joyce Munger
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Sharon Risso
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THE RESTORATION/PRESERVATION OF THE
EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE IN STUDY PHASE
As we reported in the January 2005 issue of
The Town Crier, the Historical Society of Watertown
has been granted a $500,000 award for the Edmund
Fowle House, which is listed in the State Register of
Historic Places. This appropriation was largely due to
the efforts o f Senator Steven Tolman, a staunch
supporter and advocate o f historical sites in his
districts. The project and distribution of funds are
being overseen by the Mass. Historical Commission
(MHC). The Building Restoration Committee (BRC),
a nine member committee consisting of seven
Historical Society Council Members and two
previous Historical Society Presidents, are working
closely with our representative at the MHC, Paul
Holtz. Mr. Holtz holds the position o f Historical
Architect for the MHC.
The Building Restoration Committee, with
the approval o f the MHC, has chosen McGinley
Kalsow & Associates LLP to work this project.
This architectural firm has been involved in
the renovation and restoration o f over 125 structures
on the National Register o f Historic Places. They
have extensive experience with the Secretary o f the
Interior’s “Standards for Historic Properties” and a
history o f working with the Massachusetts Historical
Commission on projects like ours, as well as with
governing town and state entities. They have also
won numerous Historic Preservation and Design
Awards, including three for their work on the
Commander’s Mansion on the Arsenal property.
A study of historic records and the existing
building fabric began this summer and is still in

progress at this time. Architectural Conservators,
including a nationally renowned conservator of early
American structures and a preservation carpenter, all
engaged by McGinley Kalsow, have been looking
under floor boards, baseboards, existing woodwork
and wallpaper to see what lurks beneath. They will
analyze different plasters, lathe characteristics, nails
and paint samples to try to unravel the timeline of
changes made to this historic structure.

Brick and wooden slats have been uncovered by the
Architectural Conservators behind the filled-in
fireplace opening in the north parlor.
We are hopeful that these studies will reveal
where the Council Chamber was located when the
Executive Council o f the Second and Third
Provincial Congress met here in 1775-1776. These
l
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Council members. The awards were presented during
a ceremony organized by David Sheehan, Social
Studies Coordinator, on June 7 at the High School.
After remarks were made by David Sheeha'
and Historical Society Vice President Julia Donahue,^
the winners were announced. Third place went to Ben
Leahy for his essay on “The Watertown Arsenal - A
Predominant Institution of Research of Military
Ordnance”. Second place went to Maggie Migliozzi
for her essay on “Perkins School for the Blind.” First
place went to Taylor Pelletier for her essay entitled
“Watertown’s Veterans o f WWII”, which she read
aloud for the group and is printed here for our
members.
Each participant was awarded a certificate.
W atertow n’s V eterans o f W W II
When the Americans entered World War II it
affected the entire country; every state, city, and town
watched their loved ones leave their homes and go to
either the Pacific or Europe in order to protect our
great country. Today, when my friends and I watch
movies, or read in our history books about the valiant
young men and women who risked their lives in the
multiple wars throughout history, we do not really
realize that many o f these people are actually our
neighbors. Although I have lived in Watertown fo*
my entire life, I have not realized how much history—^
is located here until I was told to “Start looking
around! History is right in front o f you”. I was
thinking o f this when I was walking down Philip
Darch Road. It was here that it occurred to me that
Philip Darch must have been an important person in
order for his name to be immortalized on a street
sign.

studies will also help us to better understand the
changes made to the house in its 263-year history.
This study will be followed by an overall
physical needs assessment this fall which will help us
determine what must be done to make the building
compliant to the Mass. State Building Code and the
Americans with Disabilities Act. It will also take into
consideration the needs o f the Historical Society in
regard to administration space, collection storage
space, and museum viewing space.
Design development for the landscaping,
exterior and interior of the Edmund Fowle House will
begin at the end of this year.

HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY
CONTEST
The Historical Society of Watertown sponsors
the Historical Society Award for the best history
essay submitted by an 11th grade student. This year
the students were asked to write a paper on
“Watertown: Crossroads of History”. The focus was
to connect a particular aspect of Watertown history
with a greater theme o f United States and/or world
history. They were asked to start by using a particular
historical marker, site, building or prominent name
found in town and to include it in their essay.

Mike Noftsker - Headmaster, David Sheehan - Social
Studies Coordinator, Taylor Pelletier - 1st place
winner, Maggie Migliozzi - 2nd place winner, and
Julia Donahue - Vice President o f the Historical
Society o f Watertown

Philip Darch Rd is located o ff o f Lexington Street.
Philip Darch was historically important.
Along with many other young men in Watertown,
Philip entered the United States Navy. By the time he
was 20 years old he found himself in Pearl Harbor
Hawaii. Although it seemed like paradise it wa ^
impossible for him, or anybody else to guess what

This year, the l bt place winner received $300,
the 2nd and 3rd place winners received $100 each. The
winners were chosen by a panel of Historical Society
2

was about to come. During the time that Philip was
stationed at Pearl Harbor, the Japanese were planning
a surprise attack on the naval fleet that was based
there. In 1940 the Japanese joined the German Nazi
Party and the Axis Powers in order to conquer
Indochina. The Americans were alarmed by this, and
increased financial and military aid to China; they
also began to strengthen their military power in the
Pacific by cutting off shipments o f oil and other raw
materials to Japan.
Japan was already low on resources, so when
this happened the Japanese decided that they would
attack South East Asia in order to secure greatly
needed material goods. The Japanese were aware that
these actions would result in a war with America. So,
they designed a plan to attack the American base at
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, eliminating the danger posed
by the US Pacific Fleet. At 6:00 am, on December 7,
1941 the Japanese launched an attack o f 181 planes,
which consisted o f torpedo bombers, dive-bombers,
horizontal bombers, and fighters.

Philip Darch, who still remains entombed in the USS
Arizona today.
The Japanese had great success that day,
however they were not perfect in their attack. The
Japanese failed to destroy any aircraft carriers, or the
shore side facilities at the Pearl Harbor base. But,
most importantly Pearl Harbor caused a great shock,
and an immense anger in the American people. This
anger united a nation, who, after Pearl Harbor, had
the sole task o f getting revenge. It was the
Americans’ deep commitment to this that ultimately
allowed the Allies to be successful in defeating the
Axis Powers.
There is not much known about Philip Darch,
unfortunately he is no longer around to tell his stories
and memories from his time in the service. However,
many young men and women entered the naval
services and, luckily, many o f them lived and are still
alive today. Through hearing their stories, and their
accounts o f the war it becomes easier to understand
Philip’s experiences. Anthony “Tony” Aiello is also
from Watertown, and he is also a veteran o f WWII.
He enlisted into the service on August 11, 1942, nine
months after Pearl Harbor. He was 20 years old, and
his reasons for enlisting were for the defense of his
country. Unlike Philip, Tony lived to tell his story of
his career in the United States Navy. Like many other
young men, he was desperate to fight the Japanese
after Pearl Harbor. When he first tried to enlist, he
could not because o f a undesirable discharge he had
acquired by lying about his age when he was
fourteen, so he could join the Civilian Conservation
Core (in order to join the CCC you had to be 16). He
also had a chronic appendix which kept him from
entering the services. Despite all of this, he was still
set on entering the services, so he appealed his
undesirable discharge and he had his appendix
removed. Tony is a great example o f the passion that
young Americans had for their country after Pearl
Harbor.
When he was accepted into the service he
decided to join the Navy. He was a motor mechanic,
so instead o f sending him to basic training he was
sent to Hingham Ammunition Dump, where he
repaired trucks, forklifts, and bilge pumps. After a
year there he was sent to Solomon, Maryland. It was
there that he was told of the “secret weapon of the
war”, which was the newly developed LSTs (landing
ship tanks). The LSTs were created during WWII to
help carry large amounts o f vehicles, cargo, and

Watertown’s Phillip Darch
In less than two hours, 21 ships of the US
Pacific Fleet had been either sunk or damaged; one of
these ships was the battleship USS Arizona. The USS
Arizona was severely injured by a bomb that ignited
the ship’s ammunition store, resulting in an explosion
that killed 1,177 crewmen, including 21 year old
3
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surrendered making May 8 V -E Day, which means
victory in Europe Day. V-J D ay ended the war, and
after three years, eight months, and ten days, Tony
A iello returned safely home to Watertown or \
December 2 3 ,1 9 4 5 .
^
Tony returned home with the WWD Victory
Medal, the American Theatre Medal, the Adriatic
Pacific Medal with four stars, Commendation, the
Good Conduct M edal, the Point System Medal, the
Philippines Liberation Medal with one star, and the
Presidential Medal with one star. O f all the soldiers
from Watertown that joined the service, 123 o f them
were killed in action, and they are now memorialized
on bronze tablets in the Administration Building in
the Town Hall. W hen Tony returned to Watertown he
got a job at D esm oney’s in Newton, even though he
could have collected $20 unemployment that was
paid to the veterans. Because so many soldiers were
so young when they entered the service, the town
opened up a veteran’s high school at the Philips
School where 66 students eventually graduated.
A Veteran’s Officer was em ployed, a position
that is held today by Bob Erickson, in order to help
returning soldiers find jobs and places to live. A
veteran’s housing developm ent w as built in western
Watertown across from Lexington Street on Phillip ,
Darch Road and Robert Ford Road. The veteran’s ^
housing was made up o f 168 units. Many soldiers got
married overseas and then returned home and didn’t
have a place to live. The veteran’s housing made it
easy for the soldiers and their fam ilies to find places
to live.
Watertown produced many soldiers, who not
only risked their lives in WWD, but also in WWI, the
C ivil War, the Revolutionary War, and later in
Vietnam, the Cold War, and even now in Iraq.
Although their contributions m ay seem sm all, they
are all important. It is important that now, especially
since it’s so close to Memorial Day, that w e not only
think about the politics o f the war, but w e recognize
all o f the veterans that have risked their lives to
protect their country. It has becom e apparent through
m y research that Watertown has contributed greatly
to the history o f the United States, if not only because
w e have produced so many great soldiers who have
risked their live to change something.

troops straight to shore. Tony sailed on USS LST 41,
and after going to N ew Orleans to pick it up, he went
on a “shakedown cruise” to the Solom on Islands in
the Pacific. The shakedown cruise was to make sure
that the boats were suitable to go into combat. LST
41 was in the Caribbean Sea in June o f 1943, when
Japanese submarines attacked. Since LSTs are flatbottomed they could not be torpedoed, but they were
still in danger. This was the first tim e that USS LST
41 entered combat.
After U SS LST 41 returned from the
shakedown cruise, they embarked upon the Marshall
Islands operation. On January 3 1 ,1 9 4 4 they landed at
Kwajalein and Majuro A tolls, where they were
stranded for 3 days after hitting a coral reef, which
scraped the boat resulting in 7 holes. Kwajalein was
the administrative center o f the Japanese-held
Marshall Islands, so the U SS LST 41 led the attack o f
conquering the atolls. A t the battle o f Kwajalein 373
Americans were killed and 1,000 were wounded, and
7,870 out o f 8,000 Japanese soldiers were killed. On
April 2 2 ,1 9 4 4 the U SS LST 41 landed in Hollandia.
N ew Guinea. Hollandia was a large naval base that
was occupied by the Japanese. The LST 41,
supported by the seventh fleet, liberated the area that
later served as General Douglas MacArthur’s
headquarters.
The LST 41 landed in Saipan in June o f 1944.
On June 15, 1944 they fought the battle o f Saipan
along with the US 2nd and 4th Marine divisions. There
was a fierce counterattack from the Japanese, and the
battles continued for nearly 3 w eeks before Saipan
was secured. The Americans lost 3,116 men and
killed 27,000 Japanese soldiers. On July 21, 1944
their unit landed on Guam with the US Marines. They
fought on the beach at Guam for 4 days and 4 nights.
In order to secure Guam the US lost 1,389 soldiers
and 10,000 o f the Japanese were killed. In October o f
1944 they invaded Lingayen Gulf, and in August
1945 they were headed to yet another Japanese naval
base when the US dropped an atom ic bomb on
Hiroshima. Three days later the Americans dropped
another atomic bomb on Nagasaki. A s a result o f the
bombings, the Japanese agreed to sign the
unconditional surrender, a doctrine that has only been
used tw ice in American history. President Roosevelt
offered the unconditional surrender, previously used
in the C ivil War, to the A llies. The Japanese signed it
on August 15, 1945, making August 15th V-J Day
(victory o f Japan day). On M ay 8, 1945 the Germans

The Historical Society congratulates all o f the
participating students on a job w ell done. We look^J
forward to working with the high school in the future.
4

Indian trade in furs and fish that John Oldham had
sought to obtain a charter from the Massachusetts
Bay Company. At that time, long before the
construction o f the present Charles River Dam, the
river was tidal, affording the opportunity for the
construction o f fish weirs, and it was not until later
that the river was exploited for water power for the
grinding of grain.
Here also began the
industrialization o f Watertown, the building of the
dam, and the introduction of the textile trade which
eventually enriched New England.
The supply o f drinking water for the
population and their cattle was obtained from dug
wells and by diverting water from water courses like
the brooks that were once well known but have now
become almost forgotten. (One of these was the
Treadaway Brook, which ran from the top of
Whitney Hill, under the present location of the public
library, and joined the Charles River near present
Watertown Square.)
By 1884 the town needed a reliable source of
water free o f seasonal fluctuations “to furnish the
inhabitants o f Watertown with water for the
extinguishment o f fire and for domestic and other
purposes....” Arthur Whiting and Franklin Fuller,
surviving trustees of the estate o f Nathaniel Whiting,
agreed to sell to the Watertown Supply Company a
one-hundred-foot square parcel o f land near the top of
Whitney Hill. If one climbs to the top of the hill, one
can see there the remains o f the old water tower.

“ECHOES” COLUMNIST
RETURNS
Readers o f the Watertown Tab & Press may
well remember back several years ago when former
Library Director and former Historical Society
President Sigrid Reddy Watson wrote her “Echoes”
column. Her column helped to educate the
community on several historic aspects of Watertown
and is sorely missed by history-buffs and newly
interested Watertown history-aficionados.
Sigrid is getting ready to publish a book that
will contain all o f her “Echoes” columns, in
chronological order, plus some additional ones she
wrote more recently.
The book will be 400-plus pages and include
maps (some illustrated by Watertown Historical
Commission Board member and Watertown historian
Marilynne Roach) and a section with pictures. A
hard-bound version may be out before the end o f the
year and will cost approx. $25. Copies will be
available through the Historical Society.
Sigrid has kindly submitted the following
column for publication in our “Town Crier.” It was
written in November 2002. (Copyright 2005 by
Sigrid Reddy Watson, used by permission.)
The W ater Tow er
Watertown is well known as the first
permanent inland settlement in Massachusetts. It was
actually first settled by a group under the pre-Puritan
charter granted to the North Virginia Company, under
the management o f Sir Ferdinand Gorges, to be
effective from 1600 to 1638. Under Gorges’
administration, in 1623, John Oldham was granted
the right to establish a settlement situated seven miles
up the “Massachusetts” river (later named the
Charles) in what is now Watertown, in 1625.
According to Captain John Smith, as early as 1614
there were twenty-five separate settlements in the
area. Watertown, therefore, was already a sparselypopulated place along the river several years before
the first Puritan village was founded in 1630
In 1628, it is recorded that Thomas Cradoc,
the financial head o f the Massachusetts Bay
Company, ordered that a mill be built above the point
where the Indians had for centuries had an ancient
ford. There the Indians, in their customary manner,
established a temporary settlement; it was for the

Standpipe, Watertown Water Supply Co., Whitney
(Palfrey) Hill. Built 1884, 4 0 'X 40'. (Photo
courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library)
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According to old-time residents like Jack
McCarthy, the tower’s situation was well known as a
destination for local climbers. According to Jack, the
site was behind 29-30 Everett Avenue, north of
Palfrey Street and adjacent to his own backyard. The
tower was constructed of brick, and the remains of its
foundation can still be seen there.
At one time there was a plan that the Town
would build a Whitney Hill Park on the slope, but
apparently, with the establishment o f the
Metropolitan
Park
Commission
(now
the
Metropolitan District Commission), [Editor’s note:
and now the Dept, of Conservation and Recreation]
the methods o f water distribution had adequately
been provided, and the tower had fallen into disuse.
At the turn o f the twentieth century the Park
Commissioners reported that “by the courtesy o f the
Board of Water Commissioners, the lot containing
the Water Tower has been turned over to the custody
of the Park Commission; this place contains many
desirable trees and will afford quite an addition to the
Park area. The Water Tower, while not used at
present, will be retained for emergency use o f the
Water Board.” There is no record that this ever
occurred.

explanation of gun cleaning and repairing. Audrey
also demonstrated her painting talent, which she does
with paint and brushes she made herself, as one
would have done in the 18th century.

Audrey Jones Childs reads “Paul R evere’s R id e” in
front o f her spinning wheel while Bob Childs
demonstrates gunsmithing to a group o f guests
The Native American Sacred Circle ceremony
began each day at noon when the public was
entertained with ceremonial dances and songs. The
Native American participants had many of their
beautiful crafts on display and for sale and answered
questions about their meaning and each tribe’s uniquv
cultural traditions.

TREATY DAY 2005
The Historical Society o f W atertown’s 10th
Annual Treaty Day Celebration took place the
weekend of July 16th and 17th at O ’Connell Field, in
front of Brigham House.
This celebration commemorates the signing
of the Treaty o f Watertown on July 19, 1776, a
mere 15 days after the signing o f the Declaration of
Independence. This Treaty o f Alliance and
Friendship between the Governors o f the
Massachusetts Bay Colony and the Delegates o f the
M iq’maq and St. John’s tribes o f northern New
England and Canada was the first treaty to be
signed by the newly-formed United States and a
foreign power. It was signed in the Edmund Fowle
house, headquarters to the Historical Society of
Watertown, now located at 28 Marshall Street.
Colonial re-enacting throughout the warm and
sunny weekend included surgeon Dan Grillo and
herbalist Judy Grillo, Audrey Jones Childs showing
guests how to card and spin and Bob Childs’

Two o f our Native American participants
Earlier this year the Historical Society
submitted an application to Watertown’s CommuniP
Enrichment Fund and Watertown’s Community—"
Foundation with proposed budget line items
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including Treaty Day and Children’s Workshops. We
received grants from both o f these organizations.
With the help of these generous gifts, we were able to
continue and expand events in our very popular
Children’s Activities Tent.
The Society has a new activity every year for
children. This year it was making a colonial
“hornbook” The hornbook was used to teach the
alphabet and was originally made o f wood and
covered with a thin layer taken from an animals horn.
The pieces o f the hornbooks were prepared by
Historical Society Councilors using cardboard,
tongue depressors, strips o f rawhide and paper, which
had the alphabet printed on it. The children were
instructed on how to put these pieces together and
create their own hornbook. A piece o f rawhide was
inserted through a hole in the tongue depressor in
order for the children to make a loop to put their hand
through and carry the hornbook from their wrist.
The sign describing this craft read “Children
learned how to read with the help of the hornbook.
The first thing they learned was the alphabet. Then
they learned how letters sounded when they were put
together. Slowly, children would learn enough to
form real words. From this they read whole sentences
and the world o f reading was opened to them”
Colonial games including Ball and Cup, Nine
Pin (Table Bowling), Draughts (Checkers) and
Graces (Hoop Toss) were enjoyed by many parents
and children, as well as story telling. This year bead
working was also offered at Barbara Casey’s tent.
Barbara is responsible for the coordination of
activities and participants for the Native American
Pow Wow aspect o f our event.

The Historical Society had a table at the
event and gave out transcribed copies of the Treaty
o f Watertown and provided information to the
public about the Edmund Fowle House at 28
Marshall
Street,
which
is
the
Society’s
headquarters. The Edmund Fowle house was built
circa 1742 and was the meeting place for
Committees o f the Provincial Congress in 17751776, as well as the location o f the signing o f the
Treaty o f Watertown. The Society has recently
received an appropriation from the state and is
restoring the house as a museum.
Closing Ceremonies were conducted by
Historical Society President and Provincial Guard
member Karl Neugebauer. The ceremony began at
1:00 Sunday afternoon. Town Councilor at Large
and Governor’s Council Member Marilyn Pettito
Devaney gave a clear and poignant reading of the
Treaty as she has done for most o f our Treaty Day
celebrations
In 1998, the Historical Society had the
Treaty restored. It resides in the Massachusetts State
Archives on Dorchester Bay. Dr. John Warner, the
Archivist for the Commonwealth from the
Massachusetts Archives, brought a full-size copy of
the Treaty to our celebration this year. This copy
was held up for all to see by Bob Childs, a member
o f the Provincial Guard, during the reading of the
Treaty.
Months o f planning and preparation go into
organizing this event that we have been hosting for
the past ten years. Our thanks go out to all that have
helped to make this event so successful.

Re-enactors Julia Donahue, Bob Childs, Pamela
Hubley and Karl Neugebauer gave out flyers in
Watertown Square advertising Treaty Day

Enjoying a game o f Draughts under the Children’s
Activities Tent
7

NEW MEMBERS

WATERTOWN
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
GRANTS CEREMONY

The past year has brought many new
members to the Historical Society, bringing our total
membership to 220.

As mentioned earlier in this newsletter and
detailed in our last edition, the Historical Society of
Watertown received funds from the Watertown
Community Foundation, as did several other
organizations and individuals in town.
Grantees were invited to an award ceremony
on September 19th in the spectacular new Arsenal
Center for the Arts.

Marcelle Altieri
Marylene Altieri
Sybil Campbell
Virginia Clark
Dr & Mrs Jerome Flamm
Candace Lally
Pearl Morrison
Connie Murphy
Ray Mussetti
Greg Pano
Pam Piantedosi
Lois Randall
Mr & Mrs Sanjeev Pillai
Patricia Schiavoni
Rita Scuder
David Sheehan
Patricia Goss Soboleski
Ed Sontag
Mark Stem
Connie Torrisi
Watertown High School Library
We want to welcome all of our new members
and thank them for their support of the Historical
Society.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
the annual celebration o f Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.

Grantees Julia Donahue and Audrey Jones Childs
with Watertown Community Foundation President
Jonathan Hecht at the Grant Program celebration
We wish to thank the Foundation for their
generous response to our applications.

N am e:_______
Address:_____
City, State, Zip:
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate
Corporate Sponsor
Donation

H ISTO RICAL SO CIETY COUNCILORS
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Pamela Hubley - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary

$15.00
$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00
$500.00

C o u n cilo rs:
Lou Allegro
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
E. Joyce Munger
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Sharon Risso

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.
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The Newsletter of the Historical Society of Watertown
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02472

THE EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE DURING THE
REVOLUTIONARY WAR
As we reported in the January 2005 issue of
The Town Crier, the Historical Society of Watertown
lias been granted a $500,000 award for the Edmund
Fowle House, which is listed in the State Register of
Historic Places. This appropriation was largely due to
the efforts of Senator Steven Tolman, a staunch
supporter and advocate of historical sites in his
W-districts. The project and distribution of funds are
being overseen by the Mass. Historical Commission
(MHC). The Building Restoration Committee (BRC),
a nine member group consisting of seven Historical
Society Council Members and two previous
Historical Society Presidents, are working closely
with our representative at the MHC, Paul Holtz. Mr.
Holtz holds the position of Historical Architect for
the Massachusetts Historical Commission.
The Building Restoration Committee, with
the approval of the MHC, has chosen McGinley
Kalsow & Associates LLP to work this project.
A study of historic records and the existing
building fabric began this summer and is still in
progress at this time. Architectural Conservators,
including a nationally renowned conservator of early
American structures and a preservation carpenter, all
engaged by McGinley Kalsow, have been looking
under floor boards, baseboards, existing woodwork
and wallpaper to see what lurks beneath. They will
analyze different plasters, lathe characteristics, nails
and paint samples to try to unravel the timeline of
changes made to this historic structure.
A professional researcher has also been
engaged and has turned up some fascinating

documents and historic facts linked to the start of the
Revolutionary War and the role of the Edmund Fowle
House during that time.
We are quite certain that these studies will
reveal where the Council Chamber was located when
the Executive Council of the Second and Third
Provincial Congress met here in 1775-1776. These
studies will also help us to better understand the
changes made to the house in its 263-year history.
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The bright red “Preservation Works” sign has
been put up in front of the house. This sign is
required by the MHC for all state-funded projects
while work is being done at the site. It identifies the
Edmund Fowle House as being on the State Register
of Historic Places and states that the Historical
Society of Watertown has received an appropriation

meetinghouse that stood there from 1755 to 1836.)
Military preparations dominated their working hours.
Many new Committees were formed to help with
these preparations.
\
On May 24, John Hancock was elected®^
President o f the Second Continental Congress in
Philadelphia and beloved local physician and patriot
Dr. Joseph Warren took over as President o f the
Provincial Congress. Dr. Warren was killed during
the Battle o f Bunker H ill on June 17,1775.
By now, many patriots had fled Boston to
seek refuge in safer places. Watertown had many
taverns and inns, being a crossroad over the Charles
River, and was a popular place for the refugees to
stay. According to Maud Hodges in Crossroads on
the Charles. “In 1775 there were approximately 100
dwellings with an average o f seven persons living in
each, hence room could be made for newcomers.”
On July 2, 1775 General George Washington
arrived in Watertown on his way to take command o f
the troops in Cambridge. He stopped first to eat at the
Coolidge Tavern, which was located at the present
site o f the carbarn where Galen Street meets the
Charles River in Watertown Square. (A granite
marker with a metal plate marks this place today.) He
then proceeded to the M eetinghouse where he wa** ,
greeted enthusiastically by the cheers o f
townspeople as the Commander o f the Continental
Army.
On July 19, the Third Provincial Congress
dissolved. The next day, after having elected
representatives from the towns, James Warren, then
President o f the Congress, was elected Speaker o f the
House o f Representatives. An Executive Council o f
28 members was also elected on July 20. These two
bodies proceeded to govern the Province o f
Massachusetts Bay. Members o f the Executive
Council included John Hancock, Samuel Adams,
John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, M oses Gill,
Benjamin Lincoln, James Bowdoin and others.
A July 22, 1775 entry in the Journals o f the
House o f Representatives states “The Committee
appointed to provide som e convenient Place for the
Council to sit in; reported, verbally, That a large
Chamber in the House o f Mr. Fow le’s might be
procured; but being unfinished, the Committee
recommended that there be a rough Floor laid, and
Chairs provided for that Purpose. The Report was
accepted, and Capt. Brown, Capt. D ix, and Majo^^J

from the Commonwealth o f Massachusetts that is
being administered through the MHC.
The Fow le House played an important role in
the founding o f our government and country. A room
on the second floor was used as the m eeting place for
the Executive Council and the Clerks’ office as w ell
as for m eetings for various com m ittees in 1775-1776.
Follow ing the Boston Tea Party on December
16,1773 the British Parliament passed the Intolerable
Acts in March 1774 which, among other things,
closed the Port o f Boston until the city had paid for
the tea which had been thrown into the harbor. The
charter o f the colony was also annulled. This
eliminated their right to assem ble and self govern,
outlawed the M assachusetts Legislature, and imposed
governing directly from England. This outraged the
colonists. Several towns began stockpiling munitions.
General Gage, the British Military Governor,
summoned the M assachusetts Assem bly to meet in
Salem on October 5, 1774 to legislate under the new
ruling o f Parliament. Alarmed by the singlemindedness and determination displayed by the
colonists and their preparations for defense, General
Gage felt it might be risky to allow the Assem bly to
meet so he issued a decree dism issing the assembly
members from attendance. The colonists refused to
be denied their right to meet at this time and ninety o f
the delegates assembled in Salem at the time
appointed in spite o f the dism issal and organized
them selves into a Provincial Congress, including
several sub-committees such as the Committee o f
Safety, the Committee o f Correspondence and the
Committee o f Supplies, to consider what was
necessary for the safety and defense o f the Colony.
With John Hancock as president this renegade body
operated as the Government o f all o f Massachusetts
outside British controlled Boston and began meeting
in Concord and in Cambridge. The towns continued
to purchase and store ammunition.
The Provincial Congress met on April 11,
1775 in Concord, a safe distance from the British
occupied Boston. On April 18 British forces were
sent to Concord to destroy the colonists’ military
supplies. The follow ing day the battles in Lexington
and Concord occurred thus marking the beginning o f
the Revolutionary War.
On April 22, 1775 the Provincial Congress
adjourned to the Watertown M eetinghouse, located in
the Common Street Cemetery. (Today, four granite
posts with plaques mark the four com ers o f the
2
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FuJJer, were appointed to prepare said Chamber
accordingly.”

work, tools and building materials were found as well
as bills from Uriah Norcross, David Parker and others
to the Colony of Massachusetts for “work done at the
Council Chamber”.
On July 27, James Warren was also elected as
the Continental Army Paymaster. By this time, Paul
Revere had lied Boston and was living with his wife
and six of his children at the John Cooke House in
Watertown near the site of what is now the
intersection of Watertown and California Streets.
(There is a granite headstone marking this site today.)
Here he printed the Colonial Notes to pay the
expenses of the war effort. Also living at the Cooke
House was printer Benjamin Edes who published the
June 5, 1775 edition of the Boston Gazette in that
house and later editions in a Watertown shop.

1852 map showing the original location o f the
Edmund Fowle House and its proximity to the
Meetinghouse on Common Street Cemetery
At this time the Edmund Fowle House was at
its original location on Mount Auburn Street, then
called Mill Street. It would remain there for another
century. (The 1852 map above shows the house in its
original location, before it was moved to the newly
cut Marshall Street, when it was owned by Marshall
Spring Fowle [1788-1855], the son of Edmund and
the last descendant to live in it. The Delano March
house, also shown in the 1852 map below, was not
there.) Its close proximity to the Common Street
Cemetery where the Meetinghouse was located
(approx where the word “Fowle” is on the map),
made it a desirable location for the Executive Council
meetings.
As mentioned earlier in this article, McGinley
Kalsow & Associates, our architectural firm, has
engaged the services of a professional researcher Ric Detwiller of New England Landmarks. He has
turned up some fascinating facts, including a bill for
“ 18 Chairs and one Great Chair from John and
Thomas Larkin of Charlestown” on June 17, 1775 to
the Province of Massaachusetts Bay. These were
apparently ordered for the Committee of Safety but
were burned in a warehouse fire during the Battle of
Bunker Hill. One other interesting note about this
item is that John Larkin is the Deacon Larkin that
loaned the horse to Paul Revere for his ride on April
18.
Several other invoices were uncovered
including two from David Bemis of Watertown on
July 28, 1775 for “three large tables and a desk for
the Council Chamber” and a “Chest and Lock for the
Use of the Committee”. Various orders for carpentry

A sketch o f the Watertown Meetinghouse done by
architect Charles Brigham
In October 1775 Edmund Fowle and Dorothy
Coolidge, owner of the Coolidge Tavern were paid a
sum of money for “preparing the entertainment for
the Gentlemen from ye Several Colonies... per order
of the Comm** of the House of R eps...” Members of
the House met in the Coolidge Tavern while the
Meetinghouse was being outfitted with a stove and
other things for them. Another bill located by Mr.
Detwiller dated December 10, 1775 speaks of
“making 2 Elbows to the funnell [i.e. stove pipe] for
the Meeting House, working 12 plates of tin for a
funnell for ye Meeting House..”.
James Warren, as Speaker of the House of
Representatives, spent much time in the Fowle House
conducting business and slept here when he was in
3

town, which was often. He wrote to John Adams
from here on October 20, 1775 saying, “After an
interval much longer than I ever designed should take
place, I now sit down to write again. The multiplicity
of business, and the crowd of company here, must be
my excuse. Every body either eats, drinks or sleeps in
this house, and very many do all, so that for a week
past I could get no opportunity to write, morning,
noon, or night.”
On January 9, 1776 an entry from the
Journals of the House of Representatives states that
Edmund Fowle was to be paid “out of the Treasury of
this Colony, the Sum of Four Pounds Ten Shillings,
for the extraordinary Trouble that Committees have
occasioned in sitting in his House from the first Day
of the Congress sitting in this Town to this Day, and
for Expence of Wood and Candles, and Damage done
his Furniture.”
The Historical Society of Watertown
celebrates the Treaty of Watertown every July with a
weekend colonial encampment and Native American
Pow Wow. This treaty of alliance and friendship with
the Mic Maq and St. John’s Indians was signed in the
Fowle House in the Council Chamber on July 19,
1776 and deliberations leading to the signing were
held in the Meetinghouse. This was the first
international treaty signed by the newly formed
United States of American a mere 15 days after the
signing of the Declaration of Independence.
Entries from the Journals of the House of
Representatives on July 10, 1776 read, “...informed
the House, that ten Chiefs of the Michmack and St.
John’s tribe of Indians, were arrived in tow n...”, on
July 11 read, “that the honorable Board proposed that
a conference should be held with the Indian Chiefs,
now in Watertown, before both Houses, tomorrow
morning, at ten o’clock, and that the conference be
held in the meeting-house...”, and on July 12, 1776
read, “The House, having assigned two pews for the
honorable Council, for their seats, during the
conference with the Indians, and having also allotted
seats for the Indians. The Treaty itself reads,
“...Delegates of the St. John’s Tribes..., Delegates of
the Mickmac Tribes who hereunto put their Marks,
and Seals in the Council Chamber at Watertown in
the State aforesaid the Nineteenth day July in the year
of our Lord One thousand and seven Hundred, and
seventy-six.”
These are just some of the highlights of
known historic facts and some newly discovered

ones. Much more information is available already and
more is being uncovered by way of our architectural
firm. We will report more in our next newsletter.
McGinley, Kalsow & Assoc.are also studying
the building itself. The wall between the two rooms'-*'
on the second floor on the right of the house has been
taken down by Robert Adams and his students from
the North Bennett Street School, a prestigious trade
school for artisans in the North End. Their objective
was to carefully dismantle new fabric saving old
fabric. We know this wall was not originally there
because part of the fireplace in the front of the room
was located in the closet The removal of this wall
exposed unseen finishes and edges.
The back wall adjacent to the bathroom is
also not an original wall. Of course, the bathroom is
not original, either. Much of the original structure has
been uncovered, including some wood portions that
have never even had paint on them. The plaster expert
engaged by our architects, Andy Ladygo, has
discovered the many of the plaster ceilings are
original plaster from the 1700s including the large
room and bathroom mentioned above and a front
room on the first floor.

The large room with the wall down and the bathroom
on the second floor
The ceiling in the room with the bay window
has been taken down. This has exposed original handhewn beams as well as 19 -20th century wooden
2X4s that must have been put up during a renovation
of that room.
An overall physical needs assessment has
been done to help us determine what must be done to
make the building compliant to the Mass. State
Building Code and the Americans with D isabilities^
Act. Plans have been drawn up for presentation.
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I ...w rote to the director of the DAR [Daughters of
the American Revolution] Museum with the above
information, some remarks on Watertown’s glorious
and ignored past associated with the Meeting
House, and enclosed a xerox of the old Methodist
Church with the rooster on top (tiny though it was).
She wrote back soon after as the attachment shows.
Evidently they didn’t realize just how significant
the weathervane was. And now we, after all these
years, know what it looks like. I mean to question
the curators further (about how they got it, what
exactly is it made of, about the style, etc.) and, if
they want, provide further information of its
Watertown history. The saga continues!

MEETINGHOUSE
WEATHERVANE
The following story is part of an email sent
out by W atertown’s 375lh Committee Board member
and Historical Society member Marilynne Roach.
Marilynne is also a Board Member on the Watertown
Historical Commission.
Few artifacts remain from W atertown’s
Revolutionary era besides the Edmund Fowle
House. The Meeting House at the corner of Mount
Auburn and Common Streets where the Provincial
Congresses met, where the treaty with the Mik Mak
and St. John’s tribe of Indians was negotiated, etc.,
when Watertown was the Provincial capitol was
built in 1755 and demolished 1836. The rooster
weathervane that topped it, however, survived, in
the possession of the newly formed Methodist
congregation perching on the steeple of their Main
St. church building (where the Fire Station is now).
Once the Methodists moved to their present Mt.
Auburn St. building, the rooster went into storage
and as of 1936 (when Elinore Huse Middleton
wrote the church’s centennial history) the
weathervane was in storage in the Watertown Free
Public Library. As of 1956, when Maude Hodges
(an active member of St. John’s) finished the
manuscript that became “Crossroads on the
Charles” the rooster was in the DAR Museum in
Washington DC.

We will update this story in the next issue of
The Town Crier.

MOUNT AUBURN NOTABUES
In celebration of the 375th anniversary of the
founding of Watertown, the Friends of Mount
Auburn Cemetery and the Historical Society of
Watertown joined together on October 9 to give a
guided tour of the gravesites of several notable people
who once resided in Watertown. The lives of our
Watertown notables were recalled by members of the
Historical Society Council and Historical Society
volunteers. The following information was presented
by Historical Society President Karl Neugebauer.
G. Fred R obinson (1860-1949)
George Frederick Robinson, born in 1860,
was the first son of William and Abigail Robinson.
“G. Fred”, as he was called, would later become
involved in Watertown politics. He married Grace
Pratt in 1887. As some of you may know, Grace
was the daughter of Miles Pratt and Ellen Coolidge.
G. Fred and Grace had 6 children. The first son,
Winthrop, died at the age of 14. There was also
Helen, Ruth, Miles, Mary and the youngest,
Frederick. All the children would later become
active in town and community interests.
George Frederick Robinson was known and
acknowledged as the town historian. He also served
as a Town Meeting Member for 65 years. He
worked hard for the beautification of the riverbanks
along the Charles. He was responsible for raising

A photo o f the golden-colored weathervane that
w stood on top o f the Meetinghouse during the
Revolutionary War period
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funds, approximately $30,000 dollars, to erect the
Founders Monument depicting Sir Richard
Saltonstall and decorated with the bas-relief of
Roger Clap’s landing and the anti-tax protest of
1632. The monument and bas-reliefs were sculpted
by Henry Hudson Kitson, who also sculpted Capt.
Parker - the Minuteman Statue on Lexington Green,
and the statue of Roger Conant in Salem, MA. Our
Founder’s Monument is located at the intersections
of Riverside St. and Charles River Road.

know, the Reverend Francis was the last Minister of
Watertown.

George Fred Robinson - President o f the Historical
Society o f Watertown from 1930 - 1949
(Photo
courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library)
G. Fred is noted for writing two books on
Watertown history. “Great Little Watertown” was
for the town’s 300th birthday and was co-authored
with his daughter Ruth Robinson Wheeler, a noted
historian of both Concord and Watertown. Thi
other book is entitled “W atertown’s Military
History”.
G. Fred was very active during his years as
President of the Historical Society and the town as
well as the Society benefited from his leadership.
George Frederick Robinson was also known
as a conservationist and worked hard for the
beautification of the riverbanks. In May of 1927 the
Delta, in Watertown Square, was dedicated with a
condition that no other structure would be erected
on it other than a flagpole - a condition placed by
the MDC, the authority that was transferring the
deed to Watertown. During the negotiations, G.
Fred asked for assurances that no trees along the
north bank would be disturbed and the town
contributed $35,000 to the State’s projected
construction of Nonantum Road on the south bank
of the Charles River on the condition that nothing
would be done to alter the river’s width. There was
a delay because the MDC had plans that required
either the filling of a portion of the riverbank or the
taking of land. Finally, however, the matter wa
resolved to the satisfaction of all. The river was
narrowed, but not at the expense of G. Fred’s trees.

Historical Society President Karl Neugebauer at
Mount Auburn Cemetery
G. Fred was the President of the Historical
Society of Watertown from 1930 to 1949 - nineteen
consecutive
years!
During
that
time
he
accomplished much that the Historical Society is
proud of. During his years as President, the essay
contest for High School students was started, the
bronze tablet listing members of the Council who
sat in the Edmund Fowle House during the 2nd and
3rd Provincial Congress was produced and Roger
Clap’s landing along the Charles River was marked
with a granite stone and bronze plaque. Also, a
marker was placed in the Arlington Street Burial
Grounds for John and Mary Coolidge, a boulder
was placed in the Square to commemorate
Benjamin Curtis and his home near the bridge and
the gravestone of Convers Francis was replaced in
the Common Street Cemetery. As some of you
6

Committee’s daylong celebration of the founding of
our town.
From 1772 - 1775 Mercy Otis Warren
anonymously published three plays - biting satires that were thinly disguised criticisms of British
government officials.
In 1805, her three-decade long composition
on the Revolutionary War was published. This threevolume work, History of the Rise. Progress, and
Termination of the American Revolution, is a view of
the war from one who lived and viewed it personally.
It also set a precedent for women authors.
Julia, as Mercy Otis Warren, spoke about the
important discussions and decisions that took place in
the Edmund Fowle House where the Executive
Council met during the Revolutionary War. As we
mentioned earlier, her husband, James Warren, was
Speaker of the House and the Continental Army
Paymaster so was involved in everything having to
do with legislature and funding for the War. He
stayed at the Fowle House when he was in
Watertown. Many letters are available for the public
to read from Mercy to her dear friend, Abigail Adams
as well as to John Adams, Elbridge Gerry, Martha
Washington and others that were written from
Watertown. It is very likely that Mercy stayed at the
Fowle House with her husband when she was in
town. She was, at the time, running their farm down
in Plymouth and still had four children under age 18.
More research is being done on this aspect, as well.
You will have a chance to meet Julia as
Mercy Otis Warren at the Edmund Fowle House
when the renovation/restoration work is complete.

Instead the old chimney stacks of the Gas works
were torn down. Traffic lights were installed at
Galen & Nonantum intersection, and then the flag
was run up the flag pole in the center of the Delta
with the appropriate ceremonies.
G. Fred Robinson was a selectman,
conservationist, and historian of the town of
Watertown. He died in 1949 at the age of 90. He
did quite a lot for W atertown and is mostly
remembered for remembering those before us.

MERCY OTIS WARREN
As we reported in our July 2005 issue of
The Town Crier, Historical Society Vice President
and historical re-enactor Julia Donahue submitted
an application for a grant from the Watertown
Community Foundation in order to develop a living
history program on Mercy Otis Warren (1728 1814), Revolutionary W ar chronicler, sister of
patriot James Otis and wife of Provincial Congress
President James Warren. Julia was awarded $1,500
to cover the cost of research and publicity, to recreate
the dress from the Copley portrait, and for funding to
send Mercy Otis Warren into the schools.

Mercy Otis Warren portrait by John Singleton Copley
in 1763 when Mercy was 35 years old
Julia introduced this new living history person
on October 22, 2005 in the Black Box Theatre at the
new, spectacular Arsenal Center for the Arts on the
former Arsenal property during the Watertown 375th

Julia Donahue as Mercy Otis Warren
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Grant Writer Audrey Jones Childs, Councilor Joyce
Munger, and Corresponding Secretary and Programs
Director Mary Spiers, were recognized for their
dedication to the Society’s purpose and the tasks the;
have taken on to help promote its mission.
Congratulations to all three Councilors for
this well deserved recognition.

CORRECTION RE:
SOCIETY’S GENEALOGIST
In our July 2005 issue of The Town Crier
we wrote about genealogist and rare-books dealer
Clare Murphy. For a small fee, Clare provides a
search service for your Watertown ancestors. Ms.
Muiphy does not retain a nominal fee for her work
but donates the entire fee to the Historical Society
of Watertown. We wish to thank Clare for her
generous and continuous contributions to the
Historical Society of Watertown.
Clare can be contacted by email at
payson@oldbooks.com.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
the annual celebration of Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.

PRESIDENT’S AWARDS
The Board of the Historical Society of
Watertown held their December Council meeting at
Verona’s Restaurant in Watertown Square. This was
a combination business meeting and holiday party
with a few guests in attendance.

N am e:______________________
Address:____________________
City, State, Z ip:______________
Em ail:______________________
_____ Individual
_____ Senior / Student
_____ Family
_____ Individual Sponsor
_____ Corporate
_____ Corporate Sponsor
_____ Donation
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Historical Society President Karl Huntington
Neugebauer recognized three of the Councilors by
presenting them with the 2005 President’s Award.
These three Councilors, Assistant Treasurer and
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER
CONFIGURATION UNCOVERED
be found. This room has been delineated and several
other surprises have been revealed as well.
Mr. Ladygo’s discovery o f the second story
floor plan includes a large L-shaped room taking up
the whole right side o f the house as w ell as most o f
the back part, a very small room in the back left
comer and one other room in the left front o f the
house but slightly larger than it is today.

A s w e reported in the January 2005 issue o f
The Town Crier, the Historical Society o f Watertown
has been granted a $500,000 award for the Edmund
Fow le House, which is listed in the National Register
o f Historic Places. The Executive Council o f the
Provincial Congress met in the Edmund Fowle House
during the first year and a half o f the Revolutionary
/War in 1775 and 1776. The Executive Council acted
in place o f the Governor and Lieutenant Governor
from July 20, 1775 until the adoption o f the
Constitution in 1780.
The project and distribution o f funds are
being overseen by the M assachusetts Historical
Com m ission. The architectural firm o f McGinley
Kalsow & A ssociates has been chosen to work on this
project. This firm has been involved in the renovation
and restoration o f over 125 structures on the National
Register o f Historic Places. They have won numerous
Historic Preservation and D esign Awards, including
three for their work on the Commander’s Mansion on
the Arsenal property.
An extensive study o f the building fabric by
Architectural Conservator Andy Ladygo was
completed in March. Mr. Ladygo worked at the
Fow le House many days, nights and weekends to
uncover the secrets this house has held for so many
years. The Historical Society is excited to announce
that the original layout o f the second floor has been
uncovered after being hidden for over 125 years! It
,*vas our hope that the Council Chamber, where the
Executive Council met during the Revolution, would

Rendition o f original floor plan in 1775
The members o f the Historical Society
Council were quite surprised to be informed that the
staircase going to the second floor on the #26
Marshall Street side o f the house was original. We all
thought that this staircase was put in when renowned
l

local architect Charles Brigham bought the house in
1871 and reconfigured it into a 2-family property,
which is now #26 and #28 Marshall Street.
Other discoveries on the second floor include
a small closet area in what is now the chimney-space
hallway that was accessible by way of the Council
Chamber and a diagonal egress from the Council
Chamber by the staircase leading to the first floor on
the #26 Marshall Street side of the house. The small
room in the left back corner of the house originally
only had one window. The other window was located
further to the right and was in the larger L-shaped
room. The exit from the attic stairs was originally
located in this small room.
For those who know what to look for, there
are clues available in this old house to help decipher
the mystery of the original layout. The large L-shaped
room was delineated by the cornice between the
ceiling and wall that surrounds the front and back
room on the right side of the house. The cornice
continues, unbroken, between the front and back
room, visible now because the wall between the two
rooms has been taken down. It is also now apparent
that this particular piece of the cornice has never had
paint on it.
The image of the cornice or the soffit, which
is the underside of the cornice, continues in the
bathroom of #28 where a section of the ceiling has
been removed. The image further continues into the
bathroom of #26 where a section of the ceiling has
been removed.

Architectural Conservator Andy Ladygo

Andy Ladygo is also a plaster expert. The
plaster ceiling in the front and back rooms as well as
in the two bathrooms is one continuous plaster ceiling
and dates from the 1700s. He has determined there is
one original continuous whitewash paint application
on it, although it does show more recent traces of
paint in some of the areas.

The front and back second floor rooms with the wall
gone - the never-painted cornice is between these two
spaces
A small section of a plaster ceiling, separate
from the L-shaped room, can be observed beneath
the attic floorboards. This delineates the closet
space mentioned earlier.
Beneath the existing floorboards in the small
hallway at the top of the staircase between first and
second floor on the #26 Marshall Street side, holes
from hand-wrought nails can be seen going in a
diagonal direction where it appears a threshold had
been nailed down. Diagonal framing for this egress
from the L-shaped chamber is visible upon lifting
floorboards in the attic.
A recent trip to the East Branch Library to
consult Maud Hodges’ original manuscript of
Crossroads on the Charles before it was edited for
print describes the second floor of the Edmund Fowle
House in 1775 as being “one big open space”, not just
as having one unfinished room as many on the
Historical Society Council thought. This wide open
space that could be outfitted as needed by order of the
Provincial Congress made the Edmund Fowle House
a very desirable meeting place for the 28 member
Executive Council in 1775.

done by students from the North Bennett Street
School, a prestigious trade school for artisans in the
North End. The removal of the ceiling has also
exposed the original framing of this room, making it
apparent which doors are original and where original
windows were located. Hand-made nails are also
visible in this framing.

A VIDEO TAPE IS WORTH A
THOUSAND WORDS
An incredible amount of information has been
uncovered during the study of the Edmund Fowle
House. The Building Restoration Committee wanted
this information documented and somehow conveyed
to our members and the general public. Our “History
Detective”, Architectural Conservator Andy Ladygo,
agreed to walk through the house explaining the
different finds while being video taped. The filming,
on February 21, was done by Historical Society
President Karl Huntington Neugebauer, who has
extensive experience filming for the Watertown
Cable Access Channel, as well as by volunteer Peter
Benjamin, who is a videographer by trade.
We were joined that day for a short while by
David Gordon, a photographer, and Chris Loh, a
reporter, both from the Watertown TAB. As a result,
an article about the Edmund Fowle House was
printed in the TAB on February 24, 2006.
The “tour” began in the back yard where
Andy pointed out how the back window on the first
floor does not line up with the back window on the
second floor because the upstairs window was moved
"when the bathrooms were installed. This window will
be moved back to its original location during the
restoration.
Inside, Andy explained how he came to the
conclusion that the staircase from the first to the
second floor on the #26 side was original. He opened
the door to the basement on the #26 side. The
underside of the staircase going to the second floor
is above the basement staircase. He pointed out the
wide plank paneling on the walls in the stairwell
and the hand-wrought nails at the bottom of the
planks. He also pointed out a right-angle cut-out
that has been filled in with plaster that appears to
have been part of the opening at the bottom of the
stairs. The stairs turned here and the exit was in
what was then the kitchen and is now the room on
the left-back side of the house. We plan to restore
the original kitchen.
We then moved into the dining room. As we
reported in our last newsletter, this room on the first
floor, with the bow window, had its homosote ceiling
removed last October exposing the original handhewn beams. Incredibly wide wood planking can be
seen above the beams. The removal of the ceiling was

The dining room o f the Edmund Fowle House with
the ceiling still intact
With the modem ceiling removed, piping for
gas lighting is visible as well as wiring for electric
lighting, showing the changes and updates the Fowle
House went through during these many years
Mr. Ladygo talked about these finds as well
as those mentioned in the previous story during the
taping. This footage as well as additional footage of
the interior deconstruction and future restoration will
be edited for future viewing by our members and the
public.

EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
UNDERGOES
DENDROCHRONOLOGY
STUDY
Being a Watertown history lover, you have
probably come across several articles written about
the Edmund Fowle House with several different
dates as to when it was built.
Watertown’s Military History states that the
house was built in 1765. Maud Hodges’ original
manuscript that became Crossroads on the Charles
3

states that it was built in 1772. For many years, the
Historical Society has stated that the house was
built circa 1742. A title search of the Fowle House
property done in 1974 traces the history of
ownership back the 1600s. Later, John Bond came
to own this property. In 1747 he sold it to Edmund
Fowle. It included “a mansion house and barn.”
Because of the uncertainty as to when the
Edmund Fowle House was actually built, the
Historical Society has decided to undergo a
dendrochronology study. Dendrochronology, or tree
ring dating, makes use of the annual growth ring
pattern of trees to determine the year a tree was cut.
Each year trees grow a new layer of wood under the
bark. The fluctuating widths of these rings are
dependent on the climate that year as well as other
environmental factors.
To date the building of a house, wood boring
samples are taken from timbers and the growth rings
are compared to a data base of wood boring samples
of houses with proven build dates.
Dendrochronoligists
Anne
Grady
of
Lexington, as well as Daniel Miles and Michael
Worthington of the Oxford Dendrochronology
Laboratory in England arrived at the Fowle House
one morning this February. (Anne and Daniel were
mentioned in an article regarding dendrochronology
in the most recent issue of Yankee Magazine.) The
structural beams and joists in the basement and attic
were examined to see if they were suitable for this
type of study. A ring pattern of 80-100 rings is
needed to properly date the house.

After about an hour of inspection, Dan told us
that it looked as though our structural beams were
fast-growing second growth trees, having only 20-30
growth rings on them but that our joists appeared to
be slower growth first period trees. Core samples of
the joists could be taken but many more would be
needed, between 20 and 30, so that they could be
overlapped and cross-matched in the lab, hopefully
making a pattern with the 80-100 rings needed to
properly date the house.
With Dan’s assistance, Michael began boring
into different joists in the basement that they agreed
were worthy specimens. This is done with an electric
drill with an 18” drill bit with a Vi inch diameter hole
in the middle so that when you bore into the wood, a
Vi inch core of wood is collected in that hole. The
result looks something like an oversized pencil. Each
hole was then covered with masking tape and
numbered in sequential order. The core sample was
given the same number as the spot it was taken from.
The holes in no way compromise the structural
integrity of the house. They can be plugged with a
kind of plastic insert and painted or stained to match
the section it was taken from, if desired.

Core sample taken from a joist at the Fowle House
Most of their samples were 4 - 6 inches long
containing 30-50 years worth of rings. Michael
discovered two beams in the basement that he could
get samples from, one going from the front the to
back of the house and one going from one side to the
other. He took three samples from these beams that
are about 12 inches long each. They will have 80-120
year’s growth. In the attic, Dan was able to get two
samples from beams, the rest from joists. They also

Dendrochronologist Michael Worthington taking a
core sample from a newly exposed joist in the dining
room o f the Edmund Fowle House
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took samples from the newly exposed joists in the
dining room
The wood in the basement is all red oak.
lome of the samples were sapwood, which is the top
layer just before the bark. Some had bark on them.
From this they will be able to tell what season the tree
was cut down. In all, they took 19 samples from the
basement, 12 samples from the attic and 2 samples
from the dining room.
The samples were brought back to the Oxford
Dendrochronology Laboratory for analysis. It will be
two or three months before we are informed of their
Findings about the date of the Edmund Fowle House.

been removed. The 1930s claw bathtubs are up for
auction on eBay. A new unisex ADA bathroom will
be located on the first floor in what is now the #28
kitchen. The kitchen addition was put on in the 1870s

DECONSTRUCTION OF
SECOND FLOOR LAYOUT
Months ago, an overall physical needs
assessment was conducted by Wendall Kalsow on the
Edmund Fowle House to determine what must be
done to make the building compliant to the Mass.
State Building Code and the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA). Wendall Kalsow of
McGinley, Kalsow and Assoc., the architectural
firm chosen to work on the Fowle House renovation
project, has been working diligently to complete
this phase of the project.
Our two requests for variances were
approved in January and March. We are now ready
to move forward with the renovation / restoration
plans.
The importance of the Edmund Fowle
House lies in the fact that the second floor housed
the Executive Council of the State of Massachusetts
Bay during the early Revolutionary period. Also, the
Treaty of Watertown was signed in this room on July
19, 1776. This treaty between the Governors of the
State of Massachusetts Bay and the Delegates of the
St. John's & Mikmaq Tribes of Indians was the first
international treaty signed by our newly formed
independent country. The Historical Society’s
primary goal at the beginning of this project was to
uncover the second floor Executive Council Chamber
and restore it. We are on our way!
Deconstaiction on the second floor has been
"arefully carried out by students of the North Bennett
'^ S tre e t School. All but the original walls have been
taken down. The bathrooms on the second floor have

The #26 and #28 Marshall Street bathrooms - there
was a wall separating the two sides o f the house. This
picture was modified to show them both at the same
time.

The two windows on the right were located in the
bathrooms o f #26 & #28 Marshall Street.
The 1870s staircase to the attic on the #28
side was also carefully removed, revealing some
hidden items including a small, empty, corked
bottle of an elixir called “Pain Killer” that was very
popular in the latter part of the 1800s. Also found in
the attic stairwell was a musket ball and a piece of
wood wrapped in the December 11, 1896 issue of
the Watertown newspaper, “The Enterprise.” Upon
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winters old” (about the age of the 1755-1837 building
it topped) when the Meeting House was taken down,
and that the weathervane itself was next placed on the
Methodist Church.

examination of this newspaper at the Library, which
has copies of many newspapers on film, nothing
was found to tie this issue of the newspaper to the
house. We don’t yet know the significance of the
piece of wood.
Construction documents for the renovation
are being drawn up and will go out for bid shortly.
Work should begin before summer. This work will
include accessibility, wiring, plumbing, landscaping
and other non-restoration work. The restoration
work will begin at the end of this year.

MEETING HOUSE WEATHER
VANE UPDATE
As promised last issue, here is an update on
the Meetinghouse weathervane we wrote about last
issue. This story was written by Marilynne K. Roach.
Marilynne is a member of and a volunteer for the
Historical Society as well as Board Member on the
Watertown Historical Commission.

A photo o f the golden-colored weathervane located
in the DAR (Daughters o f the American Revolution)
Museum in Washington DC
Elinore Huse Middleton’s History of St.
John’s Methodist Episcopal Church in Watertown.
1836-1936 also states that the gilded weather vane
from the old meeting house graced the steeple of the
Methodist church built in 1847 on Main Street (where
the Fire Station is now). This leaves a gap between
1837 when the rooster was removed from the
demolished meeting house and the construction of the
Methodists’ Main St. building. At least two surviving
photographs of Main St. show the tiny rooster on the
steeple: an 1865 view available at http://www.
watertownlib.org/Photos/images/fig950.jpg and an
1870 photo in Robinson & Wheeler’s Great Little
Watertown.
St. John’s Methodist Church kindly allowed
Joyce Kelly and me to search through their basement
archives. Unfortunately, we found nothing about the
rooster. It was evidently removed in 1896 when St.
John’s present building on Mt Auburn St. was
completed and the Main St location sold to the Young
Men’s Catholic Association. At some point before
1936, according to Middleton, the weather vane was
on display in the Watertown Free Public Library. By
then it was described as being copper or brass, and as
being the work of Paul Revere or Paul Revere’s
father. (Neither Revere is known to have made
weather vanes. Both men were silver smiths. The

A Report on the Elusive Meeting House Rooster
The earliest known reference to the rooster
weathervane that topped the Watertown Meeting
House throughout the Revolutionary War - when
Watertown was the capital of Massachusetts and the
seat of the Legislature - seems to be Rev. Convers
Francis’ diary entry for 28 March 1837. Noting the
demolition of the building, Frances wrote that “the
last remains had been leveled with the ground. The
old spire came down, the cock bowed his head to the
dust after having stood manfully up amidst the winds
of heaven.”
By then church and town had parted as
separate entities and the First Parish constructed a
new building at the south east corner of Church and
Summer Streets. According to their records, now in
the Massachusetts Historical Society, the building
committee had been directed on 29 August 1836 to
select what parts of the old meeting house that they
might re-use, and to sell the rest as they saw fit.
However, the surviving papers do not specify any
details.
The next reference dates from the 1851 poem
A Glimpse o f Watertown, by “a Native” [Francis
Leathe] which says the rooster was “over eighty
6

patriot Revere built a copper factory in Canton, Mass,
after the Revolution - after the Watertown Meeting
House was built.)
The Joseph Coolidge Chapter of the DAR
next owned the weathervane though exactly at what
point they acquired it is not yet clear. When the
chapter wanted to dispose of the artifact, the Regent,
rather than sell it to a collector, saw that it went to the
DAR Museum in Washington DC in 1957. And there
the rooster was still, in storage, when I wrote to the
Director Diane L. Dunkley in the fall of 2005. More
correspondence with Curator Olive Graffam ensued
while the Museum got the item out of storage and had
a metal conservator examine it. The rooster, retaining
traces of gilt, measured 20.25” high by 29” wide, its
tail cut from sheet iron and the body formed of lead,
the whole standing on a hollow copper sphere. Its
style is quite different from other 18th century rooster
weather vanes.
This discovery of an actual Revolutionary
artifact caused considerable excitement in Watertown
and Washington. Unfortunately, the latest news from
the Museum is the conclusion that the weather vane
actually dates from the “early to mid-nineteenth
century” - contemporary with the Main St. Methodist
hurch, but not the Revolutionary Meeting House.
The mystery remains - what happened to the
weather-cock that Rev. Francis saw, and why was the
Methodist weather vane always associated with the
Revolutionary bird? Could an older weather vane
have been damaged and replaced? This is not the end
of the search.

Anne Whitney 1821-1915
Born in Watertown on Galen St. (in the
Hunt house of Revolutionary fame) in a family
active in abolition, education and women’s rights
(Lucy Stone was a cousin), Anne Whitney received
an excellent education - especially for a woman of
her time. Her poetry appeared in Harper’s and
Atlantic Monthly and in a book Poems published in
1859 with no fanfare and only tepid reviews until
noticed by the influential North American Review.
That journal praised Whitney’s rapport with nature,
compared her verse to England’s Pre-Raphaelites,
and admired its “lyrical and dramatic power.”

Marilynne Roach in front o f Anne Whitney's grave in
Mount Auburn Cemetery

MOUNT AUBURN NOTABLES
“Every word strikes home;” the reviewer
wrote, “every line is clean, distinct as if cut in stone;
the pen in her hands becomes so like the sculptor’s
chisel that one questions if poetry be the fittest
exponent of her genius.”
The story is that when the family had
moved to a part of Watertown now Belmont, the
farmer next door observed her model a face in the
wet sand he was using to root cuttings and
encouraged her to study art. In fact she studied art
in Philadelphia and New York, and anatomy in a
Brooklyn hospital. She rented a Boston studio near
her teacher William Rimmer and worked at home in
a backyard studio called “the shanty” built by her

In celebration of the 375th anniversary of the
founding of Watertown, the Friends of Mount
Auburn Cemetery and the Historical Society of
Watertown joined together on October 9, 2005 to
give a guided tour of the gravesites of several notable
people who once resided in Watertown. The lives of
our Watertown notables were recalled by members of
the Historical Society Council and Historical Society
volunteers. The following information was presented
by author and illustrator Marilynne Roach, a member
T the Historical Society and a Watertown Historical
'^ Jo m m issio n Board Member.
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Ironically, other committees approved the
public commissions of Samuel Adams (in Dock
Square next to Faneuil Hall) and Leif Erickson (on
Commonwealth
Ave.
gazing
west
over
Charlesgate), both of whom have visible and "■
accurate legs.

brother. She also studied in Rome -the center of
western sculpture at the time, and a place where a
respectable woman artist could work from male
models.
She knew fellow sculptor and Watertownian
the more boisterous Harriet Hosmer but avoided her
due to incompatible personalities.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
the annual celebration of Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.
N am e:______________________
Address:____________________
City, State, Z ip :______________
Em ail:______________________
Sculptor Anne Whitney (Photo Courtesy o f the
Watertown Free Public Library)

_____ Individual
_____ Senior / Student
_____ Family
_____ Individual Sponsor
_____ Corporate
_____ Corporate Sponsor
_____ Donation

Being well-to-do Anne could choose what
she wanted to sculpt - often allegorical figures - a
beggar woman as “Rome” (that caused a sensation)
and “Africa” as a recumbent figure awakening to
freedom. Anne entered a contest organized by the
Boston Art Committee to represent the abolitionist
senator Charles Sumner. Her anonymous entry won
- until her identity was revealed and the
Commission withdrew their decision on the grounds
that “no woman should attempt to model a man’s
legs; it was indelicate and would never be
successful.” (Runner-up Thomas Ball made the
statue now in the Boston Public Garden facing
Boylston St.) Both the Whitneys and the Sumners
were disappointed. From Rome Anne wrote: “Bury
your grievance; it will take more than the Boston
Art committee to quench me.” (A line in one of her
poems said “You are welcome, world, to criticize,
carp and croak yourself hoarse if you will,” she
would still remain herself.) Indeed, one of her last
works was the completion of the Sumner statue -the
one the subject’s own family preferred- now
installed in Harvard Square.

$15.00
$ 10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$ 100.00
$500.00
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Watertown, MA 02472.
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THE 1870’s - THE BEGINNING OF MANY
CHANGES TO THE EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
For years, this house was known as the
Marshall Fow le House. Marshall Spring Fowle
(1788-1855) was the son o f Edmund and was named
for the respected local physician, Dr. Marshall Spring
(1741-1818) who also treated men wounded at the
Battles o f Lexington and Concord. Marshall Fowle
was the last o f the Fow le’s to own the house. He lived
in it his whole life. It has been written that he was
married in his own parlor and that he never slept
anywhere else. When he died in 1855, the house was
left to his sister, Rebecca Bradlee. She sold the house
and land to W illiam, Charles and Jeremiah Russell,
who owned many parcels o f land in Watertown at this
time. They, in turn, sold the house and land in 1871 to
Sturgis and Brigham, Architects.
John Sturgis and Watertown architect Charles
Brigham were partners and designed many famous
buildings, including the original Museum o f Fine
Arts in Copley Square and the Church o f the Advent
on Beacon Hill. When Sturgis died in 1888, Brigham
went on to design the extension to the State House in
Boston, the addition to the State House in Augusta,
Maine, the Christian Science Mother Church, and
many other buildings. Brigham lived on Garfield
Street in Watertown and designed many o f the houses
on that road. His house still stands, as well as the
studio he had built for his w ife and the house he had
built for his groundskeeper.
In 1872, Sturgis and Brigham moved the
Fowle House from Mt. Auburn Street to its present
location and began to modernize it. A short article in
the Watertown Press from June 28, 1872 reads: ‘The

As w e reported in the January 2005 issue o f
The Town Crier, the Historical Society o f Watertown
has been granted a $500,000 award for the Edmund
Fowle House, which is listed in the National Register
o f Historic Places. The Executive Council o f the
Provincial Congress m et in the Edmund Fowle House
during the first year and a half o f the Revolutionary
4^ . War in 1775 and 1776. The Executive Council acted
in place o f the Governor and Lieutenant Governor
from July 20, 1775 until the adoption o f the
Constitution in 1780.
The project and distribution o f funds are
being overseen by the M assachusetts Historical
Com m ission. The architectural firm o f M cGinley
Kalsow & A ssociates has been chosen to work on this
project. This firm has been involved in the renovation
and restoration o f over 125 structures on the National
Register o f Historic Places. They have won numerous
Historic Preservation and D esign Awards, including
three for their work on the Commander’s Mansion on
the Arsenal property.
An extensive study o f the building fabric by
Architectural Conservator Andy Ladygo was
completed in March. The original layout o f the
second floor has been uncovered after being hidden
for over 125 years.
Plans for the restoration and renovation o f the
house, inside and out, are in the process o f being
finalized by the Building Restoration Committee and
( ^ :he M ass. Historical Com m ission. The general
construction plans w ill go out for bid thereafter and
work on the house w ill start in early summer.
1
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old
Marshall
Fowle
House,
of hallowed
memory.. .has been moved to the rear of its old site. It
passed from the heirs of the Marshall Fowle estate, to
Mr. Wm. Russell, and was recently sold to Sturgis &
Brigham, architects. The house is in the process of re
modeling. A street will be run directly front of it from
Spring to Mt. Auburn streets, and the broad fields
which have surrounded it will be cut up into house
lots. Rumor says that ancient coins were found in the
old cellar.”
The base of the enormous center chimney
that fed several fireplaces could not be moved with
the dwelling. Only the chimney section above the
second floor, including the section above the roof, is
original. The house would now be heated by stoves
as is evident from the many round cutouts in the
floors and walls to accommodate stovepipes.
Another article from the Watertown Press,
dated July 26, 1872 reads: “The old Marshall Fowle
estate, now owned by Sturgis and Brigham,
architects, is being rapidly improved. The cellar of
the old homestead has been filled up, and six lots of
land have already been sold, with the erection of
first class dwelling-houses upon them immediately
in prospect.” This section of Watertown was
quickly losing its sprawling fields and becoming
populated with many new “Victorian” houses.

put up around the property. These additions
transformed the old colonial dwelling, giving it a
more modem look, making it blend in with the other
houses being built on the newly laid out Marshall
Street.
Because building permits were not required
(or perhaps not enforced) at this time, we aren’t sure
just when certain changes or additions were done.
We know the picture to the left was taken
before 1896 because we have a copy of an essay
that was read before the Historical Society in May
1896 that mentions the dormer in the roof of the
Fowle House. There is no dormer in this picture as
there is in the picture below that was found in a
publication from 1900. At some point a hallway
with a window was put in on the 2nd floor between
the two side windows. This window had not yet
been added when the picture to the left was taken.

The Edmund Fowle House c.1900
The Historical Society recently obtained a
copy of an “Application for Private Sewer and
Connection” from the Watertown Department of
Public Works dated April 1893 and signed by Charles
Brigham. This may well have been when the two
bathrooms were put in. A website says, “By the
1870's high end new home designs include "bath
rooms" that contain a tub, sink and toilet...By 1900
almost all the new home designs are being offered
with indoor plumbing.” So, at some point, two
windows were cut out, one for each bathroom. The
window and the dividing wall in the small back room
on the left upstairs in the Fowle House were m o v ed ^
to accommodate this renovation.

The Edmund Fowle House - before 1896 (Photo
courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library)
The Fowle House was being divided into a
2-family house. An addition was put on the back of
the house containing a kitchen for each side.
Another staircase to the attic and to the cellar was
installed. Several changes were also made to the
outside, including the front entry way, the addition
of the side porch and entrance, the bay window and
the “widow’s walk” on the roof. A picket fence was
2

In this column I would like to share with the readers
of the Arbella some of the findings of my research
about the land and the man, Christopher Gore.
Although Gore Place has a Waltham
address, most of the land lies within Watertown.
Discussion during the walk turned to the name of
the partially culverted and partially day-lighted
stream that divides Gore Place, whether the stream
is a tributary of Beaver Brook or is Beaver Brook
itself. I want to believe that the stream is indeed
Beaver Brook, named by Governor John Winthrop
during a scouting expedition in January 1632. The
Beaver Brook Plowlands were later granted to the
Phillips and Saltonstall families. The Phillips parcel
corresponds pretty much to what we know as today
as Gore Place. The Saltonstall parcel surrounded a
pond, now known as W alker Pond, named after a
family that owned the land in the latter part of the
19th Century. Before Raytheon put up the chainlinked fence, Walker Pond was a favorite place for
ice skating. There are two smaller, nameless ponds,
also fenced in, behind Walker Pond. While I have
no documentation, my guess is that the ponds were
excavated during the building of the rail spur linked
to the Fitchburg Line. The Massachusetts Aerial
Photo Survey of Potential Vernal Pools, published
in 2001, indicates that the pond next to the Jewish
Community Day School is a potential vernal pool,
although I can’t imagine salamanders would find
the surrounding parking lots hospitable territory.
The home of the Jewish Community Day
School on Stanley Avenue represents another little
known piece of Watertown history. From 1965 to
1977, the Mass Bay Community College rented the
building from the Raytheon Corporation.

The claw foot bathtubs that were recently
removed from the bathrooms have manufacturing
dates on the bottom from the 1930s, suggesting the
im efram e of a later additional update.
The picture below of the back of the house
shows the two bathroom windows and the window
that was moved. The moved window no longer lines
up with the window on the first floor. Our plan is to
remove these two windows and move the one on the
right back to its original position.

The back windows at the Edmund Fowle House

GOVERNOR
CHRISTOPHER GORE
The following article is being reprinted here
with permission from the First Parish Church. This
article was written by Kathy Button, Historian of the
First Parish Church and Library Trustee, for the a
recent issue of “The Arbella”, the newsletter for First
Parish.

The Mansion in the Neighborhood
Another year, another anniversary. An
invitation to a gala event came as a reminder that
Gore Place, our neighborhood mansion, is 200 years
old. On a cold day in February, I lead a walk around
Gore Place and its environs as part of Watertown
Walks, a Watertown Citizens for Environmental
Safety initiative. My original concept for the walk
was “The Parking Lots of West Watertown”. That
idea did not sell. Hence the title “Exploring the
Wetlands of West W atertown.” The event was very
popular. Twenty-eight hardy souls joined the group.

Governor Christopher Gore
3

But I digress. I would like to get back to
Christopher Gore (1758-1827), lawyer-politician, a
diplomat in London, His Excellency the Governor
of Massachusetts, Honorable Senator from
Massachusetts, gentleman farmer, and a Unitarian.
That last bit came as a surprise to me when I read
the biography, Christopher Gore, Federalist of
Massachusetts, 1758-1827, by Helen R. Pinkney
(Waltham, MA: Gore Place Society, 1969). While a
student at Harvard College, Gore became close
friends with James Freeman, who transformed the
Episcopal King’s Chapel into the first declared
Unitarian church in America in 1785.
Here I am going to quote directly from
Pinkney’s biography: “Few alumni could equal
Gore’s devotion to Harvard College. Not only did
he leave it the largest bequest it had ever received,
but he served on its governing board for twenty
years. Several years before Gore joined the Board
of Overseers, Harvard underwent a fundamental
change of emphasis. The Unitarians, in an effort to
free the college from the grip of fixed Calvinist
dogma, won control of the theological department
and the presidency. From this time on, in an
atmosphere of inquiry and receptivity to new ideas,
Harvard moved forward in the development of its
liberal tradition.” (Pinkney, p. 93.)
Christopher Gore followed the Unitarian
path, although he was very much a political
conservative, putting the interests of property and
business above the welfare of ordinary citizens. He
opposed the Louisiana Purchase brokered by
President Jefferson in 1803. Gore believed that “the
expanding frontier would find little attraction in a
leadership of the rich and wellborn from the Eastern
seaboard.” (Pinkney, p. 100). He opposed President
Madison for declaring war against England in 1812,
not because of the destruction of human lives, but
for the ill effects on overseas trade, particularly for
Massachusetts’s merchants.
The lesson I take away from Christopher
Gore’s biography deals with political dissent. Gore
frequently opposed the foreign policy of people in
power. As school children we were taught to revere
the Founding Fathers of the United States. Gore
admired George Washington and represented U.S.
interests in London under W ashington’s and John
Adams’ Administrations. Yet Gore was appalled by
Thomas Jefferson’s election to the Presidency in
1800, and actively campaigned against the election

of James Madison in 1808. As U.S. Senator, Gore
was a relentless critic
of the
Madison
Administration. I don’t agree with much o f Gore’s
way of thinking, but I admire his civility and his
political courage to speak out against the majority. —
At the Sheep Shearing Festival in April I
renewed my membership to the Gore Place Society,
and I encourage more people to join in support of
the Mansion in the Neighborhood and the
surrounding open space. Your Amateur Historian
would be happy to give another tour of the
Wetlands (and Parking Lots) of West Watertown.

MOUNT AUBURN NOTABLES
In celebration of the 375lh anniversary of the
founding of Watertown, the Friends of Mount
Auburn Cemetery and the Historical Society of
Watertown joined together on October 9, 2005 to
give a guided tour of the gravesites of several notable
people who once resided in Watertown. The lives of
our Watertown notables were recalled by members of
the Historical Society Council and Historical Society
volunteers. The following information was presented
by Pam Pinsky. Pam has been a member of tin
Historical Society for several years and has recently'
been voted onto the Council. She has lead several
historic walks for the Historical Society and
WalkBoston, a pedestrian advocacy organization.

Pam Pinsky at the grave o f Seth Semis
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SETH BEMIS (1775-1852)
About one mile upriver from Galen Street is
^ 3 rid g e Street, which of course crosses the Charles
River. Look at the river upstream toward Waltham
and you will see that the river is very narrow and
looks as if there may have once been a dam. This is
the Bemis Dam, built in 1778 by David Bemis and
Enos Sumner, to power the first paper mill on the
Charles. By the time David died in 1790, he owned
snuff and gristmills in W atertown, as well as a
paper mill on the Newton side of the river. His
estate was divided among his 3 sons: Isaac (who
died 4 years later), Luke and Seth. It was Seth,
entrepreneur and inventor, who was responsible for
many innovations of the next 50 years.
Seth graduated from Harvard in 1795 and
worked as a lawyer for a brief time. However, the
lure of the burgeoning industrial revolution enticed
him to leave law and work on developing the mill in
Watertown. For the next few years he experimented
in the production of chocolate (this eventually
became the W alter Baker Chocolate Co. of
Dorchester - now a historic land mark) and the
processing of dyewoods and medicinal roots. Seth
also invented a machine that picked over cotton to
remove seeds and other impurities. This had been
done by hand up to this point. This machine was
very similar to Eli W hitney’s cotton gin which had
not been properly patented, resulting in many
similar machines.
Seth was quick to take advantage of political
situations: in 1807, quarrels with England caused
England to cut off the importation of sailcloth to
America. Winslow Lewis, a Boston merchant,
asked Seth to produce sailcloth, and he, Lewis,
would market it. About 6 months later, the cotton
mill was successful and furnished the sails for the
USS Constitution (old Ironsides) when it was being
repaired.
On both sides of the river were little
settlement houses for the mill workers. These were
called Tin Horns because every morning at 5AM in
the summer and 7AM in the winter a horn called the
workers to work; the horn also called them to
breakfast and to lunch.
In 1812, Seth produced a short-lived first: he
vas able to extract gas from coal and used this gas
to light his W atertown factory. However because

the gas went through tin pipes, it leaked and was
very dangerous.

Seth Bemis 1775-1852 (Photo courtesy o f the
Watertown Free Public Library)
In 1821, he bought the paper mill on the
Newton side of the river from his brother Luke.
Soon after he built one of only two dams anywhere
in the world; this was called a rolling stone-dam. No
one is too sure how it worked, but it seems that the
height of the dam was controlled by a mechanically
operated drum that rolled up and down the inclined
face of the stone dam. However, it caused the river
in Waltham to back up, impeding the operation of
the waterwheels at the mills there. The Boston
Manufacturing Co. in Waltham paid Seth $12,000
to reduce the height of his dam by one foot.
Seth continued to operate the mills on both
sides of the river until 1848 when his son Seth Jr.
took over the management of all the mills. During
the next 10-12 years, the mills were sold to William
Freeman, and in 1862 Freeman was one of the
principles that incorporated Aetna Mills. (Aetna
Mills, built in 1919, has been beautifully restored
and is on the corner of Bridge Street & Pleasant
Street. It is currently the home of Boston Scientific.)
The dam, one of the oldest on the river, is
under the care and control of the Deptartment of
Conservation and Recreation. It breached in 1940s,
and in 1974 the DCR (formerly the MDC) decided
not to rebuild it so that it provided a passage for
fish. Much of the old dam still exists on the Newton
side of the river

For a listing o f all Board members of the
Historical Society o f W atertown, please refer to the
last section o f this newsletter.

NEW MEMBERS
The past year has brought many new
members to the Historical Society, bringing our total
membership to 220.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

Marylene Altieri
Marcelle Altieri
Peggy Anderson
Louis Anastasi
Sybil Campbell
Elizabeth Banta
Hope C arras
Carolyn Charron
Wayne Cobb
Virginia Clark
Robert Erickson
Alan Earls
Ann Gilman
Dr. & Mrs. Jerome Flamm
Ruth Harutunian
Watertown High Library
Stephanie Hodal
Matthew & Marites Kraus
Candace Lally
Gracemarie LeBlanc
Lauren M cDade
Pearl Morrison
Renato Mussetti
Connie Murphy
Greg Pano
Pam Piantedosi
Robert PiroUi
Mr. & Mrs. Sanjeev Pillai
Patricia Schiavoni
Lois Randall
David Sheehan
Rita Scudder
Ed Sonntag
Patricia Goss Soboleski
Dr. Marc Stem
Yasmina Spector
Paul Rene W olf
Connie Torrisi

Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
the annual celebration o f Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.
N am e:________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________
City, State, Z ip :________________________________
Em ail:________________________________________
Individual
Senior /Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate
Corporate Sponsor
Donation

W e want to w elcom e all o f our new members
and thank them for their support o f the Historical
Society.

$15.00
$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, M A 02472.

ANNUAL ELECTION OF
OFFICERS

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS

The Society conducted their election o f
officers for the upcoming fiscal year on May 25,
2006. W e are please to announce that Pam Pinsky
and Marilynne Roach have been elected to the
Council.
Pam has been a member and a volunteer since
2003. She has led several historic walks for the
Historical Society, including a new one conducted in
April o f “The Buildings and Grounds o f the
Watertown Arsenal”.
Marilynne has been a member since 1998 and
has contributed a few articles to this newsletter. She
is also a member o f the Watertown Historical
Commission.

Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Pamela Hubley - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretaiy

Councilors:
James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Pam Pinsky
Marilynne Roach
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY AWARDED $200,000
GRAM FOR EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
A s w e reported in the January 2005 issue o f
The Town Crier, the Historical Society o f Watertown
has been granted a $500,000 award from the state for
the Edmund Fow le House, which is listed in the
National Register o f Historic Places. The Executive
Council o f the Provincial Congress met in the
Edmund Fow le House during the first year and a half
( ^ o f the Revolutionary War in 1775 and 1776. The
Executive Council acted in place o f the Governor and
Lieutenant Governor from July 20, 1775 until the
adoption o f the Constitution in 1780.
W e are very excited to report that in July,
2006, the Historical Society was notified that a grant
o f $200,000 has been awarded for the Edmund Fowle
House from the M assachusetts O ffice o f Travel and
Tourism. W e, again, must thank State Senator Steven
Tolman for helping us acquire this grant that was
vetoed by Governor Mitt Romney but received an
over-ride in the House and Senate.
Full restoration and renovation o f the historic
Edmund Fow le House would not be possible without
this additional money. The $500,000 appropriation
we
received
from
the
Commonwealth o f
M assachusetts is an extremely generous amount and
has given us the ability to save this historically
significant house. W e have been able to conduct an
in-depth study o f the fabric o f the building and
uncover som e long hidden secrets o f the original
layout o f the house. It has provided us with funds to
L bring the building up to code so that it w ill once again
' ^ b e open to the public. The award has made it possible
to restore several o f the characteristics o f the 1770s

when this house was the meeting place o f the
Executive Council as w ell as the house o f a family,
headed by Edmund Fowle, who lived in Watertown
at that time.
Because o f all the essential work that has to
be done on the house, there was not enough funding
to do all o f the restoration work that we had
envisioned in order to present this house properly. A
list o f alternates was drawn up for the restoration/
renovation plans that could be done at a later date
when more funds had been raised. This list included
the window shutters, the recreation o f the brick
openings in the fireplaces, the painting o f the
unrestored rooms and other items. Because o f this
additional grant, these features can be completed now
instead o f having to wait for an indeterminate number
o f years while we searched for fundraising dollars.
We are extremely grateful for this additional grant!
Plans for the restoration and renovation o f the
house, inside and out, have been finalized by the
Building Restoration Committee and the Mass.
Historical Commission.
The outside o f the house is being closely
restored to the 1870s period, minus the ornamental
fencing on at the crown o f the house creating a
“w idow’s walk” and the picket fence surrounding the
property. The dormer w ill be removed and the
window shutters w ill be restored and put back on the
front windows. The restoration and hanging o f the
shutters is possible because o f this additional grant
money. The shutters are now being stored in the
basement o f the house. The middle window on the
l

left facing of the house will be removed. This
window was put in to light a hallway that was created
in the 1870s. This hallway was removed earlier this
year by the North Bennett Street School students
during their deconstruction project.
As you can see from the photo below, the
porch on the #26 side of the house was smaller than
the one there now. This change will be made as well.

When the house was moved from what is
now the corner of Mt. Auburn and Marshall Streets
in 1871 to its present location, the large central
chimney could not be moved with it. The fireplaces
were closed off after the move and stoves were then
used for heat. As a result, there is no present
structural masonry in the basement or walls to
support the recreation of the brick openings in the
fireplaces. The structural masonry will be put in
place during this renovation while other invasive
work is being done, such as the ducting for the
furnaces. The recreation of the brick openings in the
fireplaces was another item that was listed to be done
at a later date when more money had been raised.
We will be able to restore the brick openings during
this renovation because of the $200,000 grant.
The Council Chamber on the second floor,
where the Executive Council met during the
Revolutionary War will be restored. Students of the
North Bennett Street School’s Preservation
Carpentry program will do the carpentry work and
plaster conservation.

The Edmund Fowle House - before 1896 (Photo
courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library)
The new access to the house will be through
the 1870s kitchen addition on the back of the house.
A sloped brick walk will lead to an existing window
opening that will be made into a door opening. This
access point will be ADA (Americans with
Disabilities Act) compliant.
The outside of the house will be painted the
same colors it was painted when renowned local
architect Charles Brigham moved and renovated it in
the 1870s. Historic Preservationist Sara Chase has
determined the colors from fragments of paint found
during her investigation of the outside of the house mustard-yellow for the clapboards, dark green for the
shutters and black for the window sashes.
Plans for the inside of the house have also
been finalized. The wall between the 2 kitchens in
the 1870s addition will be removed making this a
much larger space. This old kitchen space is the new
entrance space and will also serve as a visitor’s
center where information will be presented and
books and other Historical Society items will be
available for purchase.
The remaining 1770s plaster ceilings will be
resecured and restored under the watchful eye and
guidance of Architectural Conservator Andy
Ladygo. The original kitchen, now the library, will
be restored, including the large cooking hearth.

The floor plan fo r the second floor showing the
Council Chamber layout from 1775
A window that was moved from the small
room in the back-left corner will be moved back to its
original position. The entrance to the attic stairs will
be moved back to that same room.
The construction plans went out for bid in
July. A pre-bid meeting was held at the Fowle House
shortly thereafter in order for interested contractors tc
get a look at the house and have an opportunity to ask "
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any questions about the construction and landscaping
plans.
General Contractor M. J. Mawn, Inc. has been
chosen and approved by the Building Restoration
Committee, the Mass Historical Commission (MHC)
and the Secretary of the Commonwealth's office.
Michael Mawn has worked on many historic
restoration projects overseen by the MHC. He has
also worked on projects with our architectural firm,
McGinley, Kalsow & Associates.
Work has begun on the outside of the house.

Second place went to Andrew Grant for his essay on
“Mount Auburn Cemetery.” First place went to
Gabriela D’Amico for her essay on “Aetna Mills”
which is printed here for our members.
Every summer, I go walking around the
Charles River with my mother. There is a path that
goes around the river from River Street to Watertown
Square. At the intersection between Pleasant Street
and Bridge Street, there is a brick building, which is
owned by Boston Scientific. At the front of the
building, there is a stone sign that says yEtna Mills
A.D. 1919. I have always been fascinated to learn
more about /Etna Mills from the first time I saw the
building and the sign.

HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY
The Historical Society of Watertown sponsors
the Historical Society Award for the best history
essay submitted by a high school student. This year it
was offered to the 9th and 10th grade. Students had
their choice of three themes: an individual, ethnic
group or landmark in Watertown and its significance
to the town and region.
This year, the l'sl place winner received $300,
the 2nd and 3rd place winners received $100 each. The
winners were chosen by a panel of Historical Society
Council members. The awards were presented during
a ceremony organized by David Sheehan, Social
Studies Coordinator, on June 23 at the High School.

/Etna Mills at the corner o f Bridge &Pleasant Streets.
The stone sign is in the bottom left o f the picture.
The history of Titna Mills started in the early
1800's during the American Industrial Revolution.
Watertown had many factories because of the Charles
River since water was the main power source until
1850. The Bemis’ built a mill in 1808 near where
/Etna Mills is located although it was called Bemis
Mills, to make different kinds of cloth: sheeting,
satinet, shirting and ticking. It was a main attraction
for workers because it was a brand new factory, and
women went to work there.
Seth Bemis, the owner of the mill, had an
inventive mind, and set to work on raw cotton. Using
a crude-whipping frame, women and girls could work
at home earning a comfortable living preparing the
material for carding at four cents a pound. The raw
cotton was beaten with a stick in the frame for two to
three minutes and the dirt and seeds fell out through
the bottom. Manufactures in the North were slow to
accept the cotton gin, which had been recently
invented by Eli Whitney, so settlers in Watertown
used Seth Bemis’s ugly machine, called the “devil”,

3,d place winner Rachel Pano, 1st place winner
Gahriela D'Amico and 2nd place winner Andrew
Grant
Third place went to Rachel Pano for her essay
on Supreme Court Judge “Benjamin Robbins Curtis”.
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methods to grow the company. He built his own
mansion on the site of Luke Bemis’s House.
By 1880, the capital stock of the company
was $250,000 and the annual product was
approximately $500,000. The company had seven "
directors including A. O. Davidson. It employed
between 275 and 300 persons and two-fifths were
women. The weekly payroll was over $1,600.

which replaced the women’s work with thousands
of steel fingers.
In 1812, the first gaslights in America were
used at the Bemis Mill by extracting gas from coal.
The experiment was short-lived but it was two years
ahead of the first use of lighting in England. It had
to stop the experiment because of gas leaks from the
tin tubes.
Shortly after the Revolutionary War, Bemis
built a bridge (now Bridge Street), before /Etna
Mills came to be, across the Charles River and a
rolling stone dam, which was the first one of its
kind in the United States. The only other known
example of a rolling stone dam anywhere is near
Warwick Castle in England.
It is not clear how it worked but it is thought
that the height of the dam was controlled by drum
that could be rolled up and down the stone dam.
The Department of Conservation and Recreation
controls the dam, which is one of the oldest on the
Charles River. The Boston Manufacturing Co. in
Waltham paid Seth $12,000 to lower the height of
his dam by one foot. The dam was breached in the
1940s, and in 1974 the MDC was persuaded not to
rebuild the dam so fish could go up and down the
river. The dam is one of the oldest on the river, and
is under the care and control of the Department of
Conservation and Recreation. Much of the old dam
still exists on the Newton side of the river.
Mills, such as /Etna Mills, were always built
along rivers, as water was the primary source of
energy until about 1850. Held back by the dam,
water flowed into the basement level of the factory,
where it turned the wheels connected by a system of
gears and shafts to the machines upstairs.
In 1848, Seth Bemis Jr. took over the
management of the mills on both sides of the river
for the next ten or twelve years. Then, in 1860, he
sold the mill to William Freeman, and in 1862
Freeman sold the whole complex to /Etna Mills,
which was a large woolen company. From this time
on, the complex was known as /Etna Mills. Also,
when this happened, the mill changed its production
from cotton to wool. The new company did a
thriving business in fine woolen material for
women's clothing. In 1867, Albert O. Davidson
from the Tremont Mills in Lowell (MA) became the
new manager and also a leader of the town. He was
a great business man and adopted new processing

Albert O. Davidson, Manager o f the mill
During the latter part of the 1880s, a new
mill was built which was 117 feet long, 54 feet wide
and three stories high. The walls were made partly
of stone and partly of bricks, and heavy beams were
used to support the weight of the new equipment,
mainly looms to produce fine cloths. But this time,
/Etna Mills had buildings on both side of the river.
The M ill’s engine room, on the ground floor,
contained a fine Corliss engine of 125-horse power.
Four large boilers furnished the steam for the
engine, heating, drying and other purposes. About
three tons of coal was required each day. The other
floors were divided into different departments such
as Sorting, Scouring, Dyeing, Spooling and
Weaving. Even with the new additions, part of
Seth’s early buildings still remained.
Many people from Watertown worked at the
mill as can be seen from the 1889 town book which
lists the name of each person living in the town
including the occupation and the company they
worked for.
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The Mill was doing so well during the 1910s
that the wages were higher than in other mills. In
fact, as part of the testimony that Miss Josephine
Liss gave before the House Committee on Rules in
' Washington D.C. she stated that wages in
Watertown for mending were $10-12 per week
while in Lawrence were $7 per week. The
testimony was given as part of the strike against the
American Wool Company.
In 1919, the company was doing so well, it
had a workforce of 350 and 200 looms, that two
new buildings were built. Ten years later, JEUvd
Mills had losses of one and a half million dollars
and all activities were moved to Fitchburg. The
Watertown plant was auctioned off and remained
idle for three years until 1934 when the John T.
Lodge Company restarted wool reprocessing. The
yLtna Mills were bought and restored by Boston
Scientific. The facility is now home to two
Research and Development groups and it includes a
museum with artifacts from the Industrial
Revolution including a bell.
This bell originally located in the bell tower
on 5 Bridge Street was used to summon workers
during the last half of the nineteenth century. The
bell was purchased in the 1860s from Naylor,
Vickers and Co., a steel product Co., in Sheffield
England. The cast steel bell has been restored and is
now on display for the public to see in a glass case.

their families had fewer options often renting rooms
or living in boarding houses. As it can be seen, the
workers hierarchy was also reflected in the housing.
“Tin Horn” was the name given to the little
settlement of workers’ houses on both banks of the
river near the mills. They are called “Tin Horn”
because a horn summoned them to work at 7 on
winter mornings and at 5 in the summer. They were
called to breakfast and to noon dinner at the house
of Captain Luke Bemis, brother and partner of Seth
Bemis for a time. Captain Luke Bemis was one time
an owner of the mill, until 1790, when he died.
Work usually ended at 7:30 p.m., and at dusk on
Saturday. Girls came from surrounding farms to
work at the mills, saving earnings for their
marriage. Working conditions were clean and
comfortable.
I got to visit the Mills myself and I found a
lot of artifacts in the museum and a lot of
information. I was very happy that Boston Scientific
allowed me to see the museum because it isn’t open
to the general public.
One of the artifacts I saw was the Infirmary,
a little cabinet which still had genuine medicine.
The textile mills were big and complicated;
therefore, there were a lot of accidents. Also, there
was a big safe that was hand painted with an
Oriental rug on the inside. The safe was dropped
and unfortunately the doors are jammed and can not
be opened.

The old safe now located in the museum
The old telephone switchboard now in the museum
There was a manager desk that was twosided for the owners of the mill to use. On top of the
desk was the first fluorescent light in the U.S. There
were also many electrical switches that controlled

The /Etna Mills Company also owned two
family houses near the factory which it rented to the
foreman and skilled workers. Unskilled workers and
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tour initiating repeat walks in July and August. Pam
arranged access to several of the buildings through
the property management company. Many of the
original architectural features are still visible as wel'
as remnants of prior use. Several former employees
of the Arsenal joined us on these walks adding more
information to Pam’s extensive research on the
history of the buildings.

power to the motors of various sections of the
buildings. These motors had 500 Amp fuses at 250
Volts.
The Picker Machine, which broke up the
wool into smaller pieces, looks like a medieval
torture rack. Overhead pulleys drove the machine.
The Carding machine takes rough wool from the
Picker and breaks it down to smaller pieces until it
can be processed into wool fabric. An old telephone
booth even had significance. It had a double door
because the owner at the time was hard hearing and
was embarrassed that the workers had to hear him
yell. This way nobody could hear him. The
telephone switch board dates back to the 1940s. It is
a reliable machine, probably better than our present
computer switchboard.
Aetna Mills has more history than I thought
it did. I never imagine I would have gotten so much
information about the mill, and it did not seem like
a big deal in history but it turned out not to be true.
Even now, Boston Scientific is considered one of
the premier companies in the medical devices field.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City, State, Z ip:______________________________
Em ail:______________________________

The Historical Society congratulates all of the
participating students on a job well done. We look
forward to working with the high school in the future.

Individual
Senior / Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate
Corporate Sponsor
Donation

ARSENAL WALKING TOUR
The Historical Society offered a new
walking tour in April of this year entitled ‘The
Buildings and Grounds of the Watertown Arsenal.”

$15.00
$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS

Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Pamela Hubley - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary
C o u n cilo rs:

Pam Pinsky (with book) on the Arsenal property

James Bean
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Jack Piantedosi
Pam Pinsky
Joyce

The tour was led by Historical Society
Councilor Pam Pinsky, who has led several walks
for us over the years. There was great interest in this
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Gurdon Buck
Pamela Hubley
Richard Najarian
Marilynne Roach
Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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The Newsletter of the Historical Society of Watertown
28 Marshall Street
Watertown. MA 02472

THE HISTORIC EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
GIVES UP MORE SECRETS
As we reported in the January 2005 issue of
The Town Crier, the Historical Society of Watertown
has been granted a $500,000 award from the state for
the Edmund Fowle House, which is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. In July 2006 we
received a grant of $200,000 from the Massachusetts
Office of Travel & Tourism., also for the Edmund
Fowle House. The Executive Council of the
Provincial Congress met in a room on the 2nd floor of
the Edmund Fowle House during the first year and a
half of the Revolutionary War in 1775 and 1776. The
Executive Council acted in place of the Governor and
Lieutenant Governor from July 20, 1775 until the
adoption of the Constitution in 1780. Also, the
Treaty of Watertown was signed in this house on July
19, 1776, a mere 15 days after the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. This first international
treaty, between the newly formed United States of
America and the MiqMaq and St. John’s tribes of
Native Americans in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, was a treaty of alliance and friendship but
it also secured our northern border.
Both of these grants were received largely
through the efforts of Senator Steven Tolman, a
staunch supporter and advocate of historical sites in
his districts.
As you know from reading our newsletters
and talking to members of the Historical Society
Council, an enormous amount of preliminary work
p nas been done up to this point in time, including an
in-depth study of the fabric of the building that has

uncovered some long hidden secrets of the original
layout of the house.
Some of these secrets, such as the original
configuration of the Executive Council meeting
room, were revealed as a result of the deconstruction
of the rooms (including the bathrooms) on the second
floor, which took place last fall and winter.
In October 2006 work began on the outside of
the house. Scaffolding surrounded the house for
several weeks as workers applied a compound to the
outside of the house to ease the removal of layers of
paint, which was carefully scraped off by hand.
Scaffolding is still up around parts of the house as the
workers tend to other repairs.

Scaffolding surrounds the Edmund Fowle House in
this view looking toward Mt. Auburn Street.
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The second floor of Mr. Fowle’s house was
unfinished when the Provincial Congress chose to use
it for the meeting place of the Executive Council. No
rooms had yet been defined. No walls were in
position except to delineate the staircase hallway. It
was described as “one big open space”. The central
chimney had its fireplaces already in position, ready
for rooms to be built to encompass them. In this case,
the Provincial Congress came in and did something
completely different with the space. Instead of
creating a chamber for each fireplace, they created a
large L-shaped chamber with 2 fireplaces in it that
was able to accommodate the 28-member Council
(although I'm sure they were not all always there at
the same time.) Perhaps the Council had both
fireplaces ablaze to keep warm during the cold winter
months of 1775/1776.

It has been determined that more than 70% of
the clapboards on the house are original. Stripping the
many layers of paint off the clapboards has revealed
some damage not seen previously. Carpentry students
of the prestigious North Bennet Street School will do
the clapboard repairs. They will replace badly
damaged pieces with recreations made from eastern
white pine. The nails used to affix the recreated
clapboards will not look modern and will not look
hand-wrought, but will look something in-between.
Preservation Standards require that the difference
between old and new fabric is recognizable to those
who know what to look for. Some of the original
clapboards and hand-wrought nails that are being
replaced will be saved for display in our newly
renovated house museum.
FIREPLACE DISCOVERED

Work has begun on the removal of 3 windows
and the relocation of one. The center window on the
side of the house pictured below was added after the
move in 1871 when a hallway leading to the new
entrance to the attic stairs was put in this location.
The wall defining the hallway has been removed, as
well as the window, which will be filled in and
covered outside by clapboards.

When the house was moved in 1871 to its
present location the enormous central chimney that
fed the fireplaces could not be moved with it. Only
the chimney section above the 2nd floor, including
the section above the roof, was moved with the
house. After the move, the building was heated by
stoves, as is evident from the many round cutouts in
the floors and walls to accommodate stovepipes.
The fireplaces were no longer used and the spaces
that were once fireplace openings were filled in
with wood laths and plaster.
The fireplaces are being recreated and the
structural masonry to support the restored fireplaces
has begun This structure will bear the weight of the
brick firebox openings in the fireplaces. Ducting for
the furnaces will be in behind this structure.
This massive structure is built from the
basement up through the center of the house, where
the original chimney was located. While working on
this structure at the 2nd floor level, evidence of a 3rd
fireplace on that floor was discovered. Andy Ladygo,
our Architectural Conservator, and Robert Adams,
head of the North Bennet Street School Carpentry
Dept, reported that the 3rd fireplace faced the back of
the house where the bathrooms were constructed. A
staircase to the attic for the #26 side of the house was
constructed in this spot after the move. The spot
where the 5-foot wide hearth was located is clearly
visible by layered cutouts in the floorboards and is
consistent with the size of the other 2nd floor
fireplaces.

The added window is visible above the entrance of
#26, as is the dormer over #28, in this view o f the
Edmund Fowle House looking toward Spring Street.
If you went by the house on November 10
you would have seen a big hole in the roof of the
house where the dormer used to be. The dormer was
added after the move in 1871, though we are not sure
in what year. We have pictures of the house before
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the dormer was added. We know it was there in 1896
because of a written description of the house in that
year.

approximately 7 feet and it is about 5 feet deep. The
underground clay pipes that were feeding the cistern
from the connecting downspouts off the house were
clearly visible in the freshly dug area and were still
supplying the cistern with rainwater. Over the
decades silt, mud and leaves have accumulated in the
structure, which had about a foot of water on top.
Clearly, the cistern was constructed when the house
was moved here in 1871. Its use was probably
discontinued in 1893 when the house was connected
to the Watertown water supply. No doubt, other
houses on this street that were built during this
timeframe also have cisterns in their yards.

The removed window over the #26 entrance

A cistern was discovered in the back yard
It is well known that there was a cistern or
well in the basement of the Fowle House, although it
has been dry for years. Perhaps the water in the
cistern in the yard was used for cleaning, laundry,
crops and such and the water in the cistern in the
basement, after traveling through a filtering system,
was used for cooking and drinking. Information from
a website on this subject says, “...like our cistern at
home which contained rain water from the roof and
gutters of the house and filtered through charcoal
before it ran into the well.” Another reads, “In the
kitchen sink were two pumps, one for cistern and one
for well water. Every house had a big cistern and rain
water from the eaves served the year round for
laundry, baths and the house work, and the water
from the well served for cooking and other uses.”
An account of the find of the cistern in the
yard from former Historical Society President Paul
Brennan (who lived in the house from 1988 to 1992)

The dormer has been removed from the front roof
CISTERN UNCOVERED IN BACK YARD
On October 20th, while digging a trench in
back of the house for placement of the footings to
accommodate the ADA (Americans with Disabilities
Act) accessible ramp to what will be the new entrance
to the Fowle House, a water-bearing cistern was
uncovered. Work stopped immediately and our
architect was contacted.
The top of the cistern is located about a footand-a-half below the surface of the ground. It appears
to be a beehive type structure made of brick and
mortar, as was its dome shaped cover, which was
accidentally broken by the backhoe when it was
uncovered. The circumference of the holding tank is
3

The photo in the left-hand column shows the
back of the house where the cistern was uncovered, in
just about the spot where the arrows start.
The new access to the house will be through
the 1870s kitchen addition on the back of the house.
A sloped brick walk and ADA compliant ramp will
lead to an existing window opening that will be made
into a door opening.
The window (to the right of the 2 bathroom
windows) that was moved from the small room in the
back-left comer will be moved back to its original
position, making it symmetrical with the one on the
first floor.

says, “I got down inside the pit and dug around the
edges of the structure and found a one inch lead pipe
coming out of the side of the tank wall. I’m not sure
of the destination this pipe ran to because the
contractor had disconnected it during the excavation.
It may have been a line to draw water out of the
cistern via a hand type pump or may have been a
gravity feed to the well located in the cellar. I
remember finding pipes in the cellar well which I had
always assumed were lines connected directly from
the down spouts.”
There is no doubt that a hand pump was
utilized to access the water in this dome-covered
cistern. In fact, it wouldn’t be surprising if the hand
pumps were in the newly constructed kitchens of this
house. Renowned Architect Charles Brigham owned
and renovated this house in 1871 and I’m sure this
was touted as a very “modem” house after this work
was completed.
The cistern has been filled in with sand and
gravel to make it suitable for bearing the weight of
the ADA ramp. If this had been a well or a privy,
drastic measures would have been taken to preserve
the structure and study its contents. Because this is
solely a water bearing structure, the Massachusetts
Historical Commission gave us permission to move
ahead after documenting it with photographs and
measurements. The structure will be left for future
generations to unearth.

The bathroom windows have been removed,
preparationa have begun fo r moving the larger
window
DENDROCHRONOLOGY RESULTS!
As reported in the April 2006 issue of “The
Town Crier”, because of the uncertainty as to when
the Edmund Fowle House was built, the Historical
Society decided to undergo a dendrochronology
study. Dendrochronology, or tree-ring dating, makes
use of the annual growth ring pattern of trees to
determine the year a tree was cut. Each year trees
grow a new layer of wood under the bark. The
fluctuating widths of these rings are dependent on the
climate that year as well as other environmental
factors.
To date the building of a house, wood
boring samples are taken from timbers and joists.
The growth rings are then compared to a data base

The 1871 kitchens addition (with the tall chimney) is
on the left. The window to the 1126 kitchen will be
removed and replaced by a door which will be the
new access to the house. The bathroom windows on
the second floor will be removed
4

of wood boring samples of houses with proven
build dates
Dendrochronoligists
Anne
Grady
of
Lexington, as well as Daniel Miles and Michael
Worthington of the Oxford Dendrochronology
Laboratory in England arrived at the Fowle House on
February 18th. (Anne and Daniel were mentioned in
an article regarding dendrochronology in a recent
issue of Yankee Magazine.) The structural beams and
joists in the basement and attic were examined to see
if they were suitable for this type of study. A ring
pattern of 80-100 rings is needed to properly date the
house.

expected soon. We will follow up on this exciting
discovery in the next newsletter.

Core sample taken from a joist at the Fowle House

Construction has begun on the new visitor’s
center, which will be located in the 1871 kitchens
addition. The wall between the #26 and #28
Marshall Street kitchens has been removed, as has
the chimney that towered over this addition, making
this a much larger space. A staircase to the
basement on the #28 side that was added in 1871
has been removed and the opening has been covered
over with floorboards. Information about the house
and historic Watertown will be presented in this
new space. Books and other Historical Society
items will be available for purchase in this new
visitor’s center. This space will also accommodate
the ADA bathroom.
Visitors will enter through a new door where
a window to the #26 kitchen once was. An ADA
accessible ramp is being placed at this location.
Cement footings for the ramp have been installed,
partially located where the cistern was discovered.
Two new furnaces have been installed, one
for each floor. Renovations to the electrical system
are taking place throughout the house.
Restoration work in the Council Chamber
and other rooms on the second floor is being done by
students of the prestigious North Bennet Street
School’s Carpentry Preservation program. They will
complete the carpentry work, the brick fireboxes in
the fireplaces, and the plaster ceiling conservation,
which will be overseen by Architectural Conservator
Andy Ladygo. This work will begin in mid January.

Dendrochronologist Michael Worthington taking a
core sample from a newly exposed joist in the dining
room o f the Edmund Fowle House
In all, thirty-three core samples were taken
from the basement, attic and dining room. This was
done with an electric drill with an 18” drill bit with a
Vi inch diameter hole in the middle so that when you
bore into the wood, a Vi inch core of wood is
collected in that hole. The result looks something like
an oversized pencil.
The wood in the basement is all red oak.
Some of the samples were sapwood, which is the top
layer just before the bark. Some had bark on them.
The samples were brought back to the Oxford
Dendrochronology Laboratory in England for
analysis.
From this they were able to determine that the
timbers for the house were cut in the winter of 17711772. Dan Miles’ preliminary analysis report states
that the felling dates would indicate that the house
was likely built in 1772. The complete report is
5

in a variety of architectural styles by Brigham and by
Alberto Haynes, another prolific Watertown architect.
If you missed the tour, watch for a flyer in the
mail. It will be offered again in the spring.

WALKING TOUR OF
CHARLES BRIGHAM AND
HIS BUILDINGS
Over the years, the Historical Society of
Watertown has offered several different walking tours
that have covered a variety of subjects and locations.
On Saturday, November 4th, Watertown Historical
Commission Chair David Russo led a tour focusing
on renowned Watertown architect Charles Brigham.
David has done extensive research on Mr. Brigham’s
career and designs. He is responsible for recently
bringing to light many Brigham creations that still
exist in the Watertown area
David’s co-leader was Historical Society
Corresponding / Recording Secretary Mary Spiers.
Mary has also done research on Brigham and his
buildings and has created a slideshow lecture on this
subject that was presented twice last year.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
the annual celebration of Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip:______________________________
Em ail:______________________________________
Individual
Senior / Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate
Corporate Sponsor
Donation

$15.00
$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.
David Russo (second from right) and tourists in front
o f Charles Brigham's house at 84 Garfield Street,
Mary Spiers is on the fa r left, facing the camera

H ISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS

Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

The group met in front of the Edmund Fowle
House on Marshall Street. Brigham bought the Fowle
House in 1871 and moved it to its present location.
He sold it to the Historical Society in 1922.
We proceeded to Common Street Cemetery
where Brigham is buried in the modest family plot.
The tour continued on Garfield Street, past the house
where Brigham lived, as well as the house he built as
his wife’s studio and the house he built for his
caretaker. We went on to Brigham Street and Russell
Street where we saw many magnificent houses built

C o u n cilo rs:

James Bean
Gurdon Buck
Robert Childs
Pamela Hubley
E. Joyce Munger
Richard Najarian
Jack Piantedosi
Marilynne Roach
Pam Pinsky Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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The Newsletter of the Historical Society of Watertown
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02472

MORE TREASURES DISCOVERED
RELATING TO THE EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
As we reported in the January 2005 issue of
The Town Crier, the Historical Society of Watertown
lias been granted a $500,000 award from the state for
the Edmund Fowle House, which is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. In July 2006 we
received a grant of $200,000 from the Massachusetts
Office of Travel & Tourism, also for the Edmund
rowle House. The Executive Council of the
Provincial Congress met on the 2nd floor of the
Edmund Fowle House during the first year and a half
of the Revolutionary War in 1775 and 1776. The
Executive Council acted in place of the Governor and
Lieutenant Governor from July 20, 1775 until the
adoption of the Constitution in 1780. Also, the
Treaty of Watertown was signed in this house on July
19, 1776, a mere 15 days after the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. This first international
treaty, between the newly formed United States of
America and the MiqMaq and St. John’s tribes of
Native Americans in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, was a treaty of alliance and friendship but
it also secured our northern border.
Both of these grants were received largely
through the efforts of Senator Steven Tolman, a
staunch supporter and advocate of historical sites in
his districts.
Work began on the Edmund Fowle House
about a year and a half ago. Our well-known and
much sought-after Architectural Conservator, Andy
Ladygo, has spent many days, nights and weekends
exploring the nooks and crannies of this 1772 house.
There was so much hidden original fabric that, as the

layers have been peeled away, he has been able to
decipher not only the original layout of the house, but
also many of the details in the trimmings.
During the 1870s renovation, a corner section
of the original kitchen was partitioned off and turned
into a china cabinet for the adjacent dining room. The
walls had been plastered and shelves were installed.
In January 2007, this closet was dismantled and a
portion of the 1870s plaster wall was removed from
this corner where the cooking fireplace once was. Old
wide plank walls could now be seen here, as well as
hand-wrought nails. Andy was able to determine the
height of the kitchen fireplace mantel by discoloration
on the wood here. The original plank wall was
painted gray. There is a “ghost” in a triangular shape
that marks the shape of the end piece of the wooden
mantelpiece that went across the top of the fireplace.

The “ghost” o f the original kitchen mantelpiece

was originally located where the window now is. An
old threshold is now visible where the original door
was. We are working on appropriate and safe way to
interpret these findings.
We found out last year that the 2nd staircase
going to the 2nd floor was original and exited into the
original kitchen. The plaster on the wall that abuts
this staircase has been taken off. The original plank
wall is now exposed. Each plank has a decorative
beaded edge. This same style was used for the
wainscoting as careful examination shows the beaded
edge on each board of the wainscoting. The beaded
edge on the wainscoting had been painted over so it
was not noticeable all these years. Evidence of the
original grayish paint can be found on the plank wall.
The plaster on the ceiling has been removed
above the original entrance to these stairs. A
deliberate cutout in the ceiling has been revealed.
This was for headroom when entering the stairwell. It
is approx. 3 foot square and 5 inches deep. It is
outlined with wood. The wood directly above the
stair was cut at an angle, suggesting the angle cut
would prevent anyone from bumping their head when
going up the stairs. The angle and part of the cutout is
painted a light yellow, the rest of the cutout is painted
gray, like the plank wall was.
The 1870s (or later) floorboards have been
removed in the original kitchen, revealing the sub
floor which is made up of the widest boards you have
ever seen. Some of them are at least 2 feet wide. The
removed boards will be replaced with recreated wide
floor boards that would have originally been there.

Also discovered under the 1870s plaster in
this section of the room was a 2-inch long original
piece of the cap molding over the wainscoting from
the 1770s! Another small piece was discovered later.
Although the piece is only an inch long, it will be the
model for the recreation of the cap molding in this
room. It also enlightens us as to the original height of
the wainscoting, which we now know was 48 inches
high.

The newly discovered 1772 kitchen cap molding over
the wainscoting

The original kitchen became the Historical Society's
library. The cooking fireplace was located where the
glassed in bookshelves are. The “ghost” o f the
mantle and the cap molding was found in this corner.
Until just recently, a china closet was located on the
other side o f this wall, in the dining room.
Evidence of a window was found in the wall
of the original kitchen that is now shared by the #26
Marshall St entrance hallway. A door to the outside

opening, location o f an original window, location of
the original door to the outside.
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On the sub-floor you can see the ghost of the
large bottom stair of the staircase. Two coins were
found between the floor and the sub-floor - a 1916
Mercury Head dime and an early 1800s penny.
Our architectural firm, McGinley, Kalsow
and Associates, has engaged Preservation Carpenter
and Mason, David Webb, to carry out some of the
restoration work on the first floor.
The panel over the fireplace in the right-front
parlor had fallen out of place leaving a gap of approx.
Vi inch. Many years ago someone had, quite
effectively, hidden this gap with some molding. The
added molding has been removed and Mr. Webb has
reconstructed the edge of the wooden panel to bring
the fireplace panel back to its original look. He has
also, with the help of Andy Ladygo, reconstructed the
brick firebox in the fireplace.

Many of the treads on the formal staircase in
the entrance hall have been repaired with wood infill
and epoxy. This seamless repair will be unnoticed
when they are painted.
David Webb is also working on recreating the
sizable colonial kitchen fireplace. A salvaged, ageappropriate swinging-arm fireplace crane, used to
suspend cooking pots above the fire, has been
acquired and will be installed shortly.
We reported in our last newsletter that a 3ld
fireplace was discovered on the 2nd floor and was part
of the Council Chamber when the Executive Council
for the Provincial Congress met here in 1775 - 1776.
The photo below shows the existing
substantial, wooden fireplace surround. The right side
of the surround is the same as the left. It looks
different in this picture because it is painted a
different color. This is because, many years ago, this
portion of the fireplace surround ended up inside a
closet that had been added when this large area was
divided into two smaller rooms.

Fireplace with plaster fill

Existing fireplace surround on second floor
This large fireplace surround was recently
removed, temporarily, so that the contractors could
work on the structural masonry for the fireboxes.
Upon examination of the backside of this unit, Andy
Ladygo noticed that there were notches and marks
that indicated where it had once been attached, at a 90

Fireplace with reconstructed brick firebox
3
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Sara is almost finished with her analysis on
the inside of the house. The analysis of several of the
rooms has been completed, including the original
kitchen, which had dark charcoal gray wainscoting
and a light yellow ceiling. The wainscoting in the
Council Chamber was dark red brown, as was the rest
of the wood trim in this room. The fireplace panels
were medium ochre with a verdigris glaze - very
elegant and fitting for the group of distinguished and
well-to-do gentlemen of the Executive Council. The
rooms will be restored with these details.
The 1870s kitchens addition of the house is
being renovated and will be our visitors center. The
20th century storage/mud rooms on the back of the
1870s kitchens addition will be our office area. The
wall between the two rooms has been taken down and
the ceiling has been reinforced. Insulation and a
heating vent have been added, as well as electrical
outlets. The walls were plastered last week.
Much work has been done at the Edmund
Fowle House and much more is still to be done. We
are fully documenting the progress with still photos
and video tape.

degree angle, to the fireplace surround of the newly
discovered 3rd fireplace. This tied in to the discovery
last year of the small, original plaster ceiling located
in behind the corner of this fireplace. The conclusion
is that the 3,d fireplace surround included a narrow
fireplace closet on the left side. The hinges for the
door connected with our fireplace surround that still
exists. Our architectural firm, McGinley Kalsow and
Associates, has designed a similar fireplace surround
for the 3rd fireplace, which includes the small closet.
The North Bennet Street School students have
found what appears to be the original attic door. It
was located in the basement. They have taken it back
to the carpentry school to refurbish it, as they have
done with several other old doors in the house. Worn
or damaged pieces, as well as places where later
doorknobs and such were located, are being in-filled
seamlessly with small pieces of wood that will not be
detectable when the door is re-stained or painted.
Contractors have replaced an original beam
under the 2nd floor that had been notched-out in
several places in order to accommodate water pipes
for the bathrooms This beam also supported the two
clawfoot bathtubs and had the ceiling in the room
below affixed to it. The contractors thought it was a
wonder that the beam had lasted this long.

PAPERWORK TREASURES
FROM 1775
You may recall that our architectural firm
engaged a professional researcher at the beginning of
this project to seek out historic documents relevant to
the Edmund Fowle House. Frederic Detwiller of New
England Landmarks visited the Massachusetts State
Archives on Morrissey Blvd and found several
invoices from 1775 for furniture and for work done
on the Council Chamber. We reported on some of his
findings in our January 2006 newsletter.
Historical Society Council members Joyce
Kelly, Pam Pinsky and Marilynne Roach, who are
also on the Furniture Committee, recently made a
couple of visits to the Mass. Archives to locate these
invoices. They hoped to find clues on the furniture
invoices to the dimensions, styles or materials used
for the furniture purchased for the Council Chamber,
Clerk’s Office and various Committees that sat in the
Edmund Fowle House during the 1775-1776 period.
Unfortunately, the invoices did not give t h o s e ^
details, but they, and others found, are fascinating and

An original beam located under the 1870s bathrooms
had been notched out to 1/3 o f its original width in
one place
Our architectural firm has engaged Historic
Preservationist Sara Chase to conduct a paint and
wallpaper analysis on the house. The outside of the
house and the grounds are being restored to the 1871
period. Last fall, Sara made a presentation to the
Historical Society showing the colors of the outside
of the Fowle House at that time. The house was
yellow, the shutters were green and the window
sashes were black.
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are helping to tell the story o f what happened and
what important decisions were made in this
Revolutionary War era house.
Several invoices were submitted by Edmund
Fowle, including one for “going Down to Cambridge
to get a Man to Alter the Stoves in the M eeting House
& finding a horse” and one for “Carrying a Letter
down to General W ashington”. A bill dated Jan 5,
1776 on behalf o f James Swan asks the Committee
“to take into consideration...of those that were
engag’d in the Lexington & Bunker hill figh ts...b y
which he lost a coat & Got his Gun broke” and asks
for reimbursement o f his expenses. Another certifies
that “Paul Revere has Printed and Delivered to us the
Subscribers 100,000 B ills ...” on December 9, 1775.
W e have read in our local history book “Crossroads
on the Charles” about Paul Revere printing this
currency in Watertown - now w e have a copy o f the
invoice he submitted for payment, signed by 15 o f the
28 member Executive Council. A February 1, 1776
invoice is submitted “for a Chest to keep the Money
in while the Committee are signing the B ills.” One
from January 16, 1776 for Thomas Cushing is “for
Expences from Philadelphia to Watertown on Acct o f
Bringing four B oxes o f M oney from thence.”
The original invoices are located in the Mass.
'Archives and are available for view ing on microfilm.
W e were very excited to discover that there is a reel
o f microfilm with the unpublished minutes o f the
Executive Council from the time when they met in
the Edmund Fow le House!
The Historical Society has purchased a copy
o f this film. W e are very excited by this find and
can’t wait to explore what is on it.

involving Charles Brigham. It is under development
but it currently has a list o f the designs involving
Brigham. The URL is w w w .davidjrusso.com .
He has recently uncovered Brigham’s
connection to the now gone Maynard Block in
Waltham. He has contributed the follow ing column.
Here’s a historic fact for you: the nowdem olished Maynard Block which was located at
690-700 Main Street, W altham was designed by the
firm o f Brigham & Spofford. Com ing to that
conclusion was the work o f a puzzle master. History
is a big puzzle. W e don’t know the w hole picture o f
any given topic and often have just bits and pieces
to help us bring the larger picture into focus. The
larger picture I am interested in is W atertown native
son and architect Charles Brigham.
Brigham lived from 1841 to 1925 and
practiced architecture from about 1857 to 1919-an
astonishing 62 years. He was responsible for a
number o f high-profile buildings, including the rear
wing o f the Massachusetts State House and the
Christian Science Mother Church as w ell many
lesser-known but also important buildings.
The puzzle for me is to try to identify what
structures Brigham actually designed. A relatively
straight-forward question it seem s but it is actually
fraught with complications and barriers. Barrier #1:
building permits in many cities and towns only
became necessary around 1900. It becom es necessary
to look at alternative sources such as firm
descriptions, plans, old advertisements and town
reports, among other sources, to determine who
designed structures. Sadly, w e may never know all o f
the buildings that Brigham or any given architect
designed.
Barrier #2: even when a building permit
identifies one o f the firms in which Brigham worked,
it is unclear whether Brigham fully designed the
structure, partially designed it or had no responsibility
at all for the design.
Let’s go back to the Maynard Block. Since I
am interested in finding any and all buildings
designed by Brigham, the best sources are those that
are indexed and have a specific focus on
architecture. I visited Historic N ew England and
spoke with their research librarian who brought me
a list o f all o f their holdings that referenced
Brigham. Jackpot!
One o f these reference materials was a book
entitled, “Selections from an Architect’s Portfolio:

CHARLES BRIGHAM AND
HIS BUILDINGS
In our last issue w e wrote about the Nov. 4th
walking tour Watertown Historical Commission
Chair David Russo gave o f architect Charles Brigham
buildings in Watertown. Brigham bought the Edmund
Fow le House in 1871 and sold it to the Historical
Society o f Watertown in 1922. David has done
extensive research on Mr. Brigham’s career and
designs. He is responsible for recently bringing to
light many Brigham creations that still exist.
✓
David is developing a website that w ill act as
a clearinghouse for all information and designs
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Visitors from many countries also show up, including
Germany, France, V iet Nam and Guam.
Be sure to bookmark this information-packed
and ever-changing website on your computer.

John C. Spofford.” One o f the plates in the book was
a picture o f the Maynard Block and the reference was
“Brigham & Spofford.” Other references in the book
indicated Spofford designed som e buildings alone, so
it is likely that both Brigham and Spofford each had
responsibility for portions o f the design. So the puzzle
is almost fully solved, except it is still unclear the
degree o f responsibility w e can attribute to each
architect.
History is a big puzzle and it is through the
work o f ordinary people like you and me that put the
pieces together and tell the story o f our community.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public m eetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
the annual celebration o f Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE:
WWW.HISTORICWATERTOWN.ORG
Our new website has been up and running for
several months. Our President, Karl Huntington
Neugebauer, is the web master and has done a
fantastic job o f designing the site and filling it with all
kinds o f information, links and contacts. Besides
listing our upcoming Historical Society Board
meetings, which are open to the public, it also tells
you about upcoming programs, including our current
Immigrant History Lecture Series that w e are co
hosting with the Watertown Free Public Library.
Contact information is listed for genealogical
research and living history programs.
There is a page where you can ask a question
or leave a m essage or comment.
Recently, a Tufts University Museum Studies
student left a message on this web page offering to
help us write a Collections Policy as part o f her final
paper. We are in desperate need o f a policy to help
manage and identify the extensive collection we have
amassed since 1888. The Collections Committee is
working with her on a policy
There is much information on the restoration
and renovation o f the 1772 Edmund Fowle House,
including pictures and video o f the ongoing project.
Also available are minutes from the Building
Restoration Committee meetings documenting the
progress o f the restoration project.
Included is a page outlining the benefits o f
becoming a member and an application for
membership.
Visitors on our w ebsite have included people
from next door in Newton to the state o f Washington.

N am e:_______
Address:_____
City, State, Zip:
Em ail:_______
Individual
Senior / Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate
Corporate Sponsor
Donation

$15.00
$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, M A 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

Councilors:
Gurdon Buck
James Bean
John Horrigan
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Pamela Hubley
Jack Piantedosi
Richard Najarian
Pam Pinsky
Marilynne Roach
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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RESTORATION OF THE EDMUND FOWLE
HOUSE NEARS COMPLETION
As we reported in the January 2005 issue of
The Town Crier, the Historical Society of Watertown
has been granted a $500,000 award from the state for
the Edmund Fowle House, which is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. In July 2006 we
received a grant of $200,000 from the Massachusetts
.Office of Travel & Tourism., also for the Edmund
Fowle House. The Executive Council of the
Provincial Congress met in a room on the 2,ul floor of
the Edmund Fowle House during the first year and a
half of the Revolutionary War in 1775 and 1776. The
Executive Council acted in place of the Governor and
Lieutenant Governor from July 20, 1775 until the
adoption of the Constitution in 1780. Also, the
Treaty of Watertown was signed in this house on July
19, 1776, a mere 15 days after the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. This first international
treaty, between the newly formed United States of
America and the MiqMaq and St. John’s tribes of
Native Americans in Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick, was a treaty of alliance and friendship but
it also secured our northern border.
Both of these grants were received largely
through the efforts of Senator Steven Tolman, a
staunch supporter and advocate of historical sites in
his districts.
The restoration of the original portion of the
house is nearly done. Most of the restoration work in
he second floor Council Chamber was completed by
students in the preservation carpentry program of the

North Bennet Street School (NBSS). This prestigious
school, headquartered in Boston’s North End, was
established in 1885, 20 years after the demolition of
John Hancock’s mansion on Beacon Hill sparked an
appreciation and awareness for historic preservation.
The school offers training in carpentry, masonry,
furniture making and other vocations using historic
techniques and materials.

North Bennet Street School students Trevor Thomas
and Andrew Athanas in front o f the newly recreated
fireplace in the Council Chamber on the second floor
o f the Edmund Fowle House

V

In 2005 our architect, Wendall Kalsow, of
McGinely, Kalsow and Associates, contacted Robert
Adam, head of the preservation carpentry program at
the NBSS and arranged for his students to work on
our house. This was a win-win situation for the
students and the Historical Society. The students were
able to experience hands-on training recreating and
restoring many different parts of this historic
Revolutionary War Era house and the Historical
Society reaped the benefits of the craftsmanship and
attention to accuracy in the details that these students
practice.
The NBSS students graduated on June 1. The
nine students that worked on the Fowle House came
by that morning with their parents to show and talk
about the work they had done. Work done in the
Council Chamber included recreation of the brick
fireboxes in the 2 fireplaces, the recreation of the 2ncl
fireplace surround to match the first, recreation of the
chair rail or cap molding on top of the wainscoting
that surrounds the room, seamless repair of the wood
on the original doors where modern hardware was
removed, replacement of the wide floor boards where
the “modem” bathrooms were removed, removal of
the bathroom windows and the replacement of the
wooden cross-bracing using the original mortises in
the wall, and other items.

small closet or cupboard was discovered adjacent to
the existing fireplace surround in the Council
Chamber. The NBSS students took the existing
sizeable fireplace surround back to their school and
recreated a surround for the newly discovered
fireplace - closet included. It was recently installed in
the Council Chamber. This magnificent double
fireplace feature is a “wow factor” in this room

The original fireplace surround on the left was
duplicated fo r the newly discovered fireplace on the
right in the second f o o r Council Chamber. Both
fireplace surrounds will be painted medium ochre
with a verdigris glaze that was uncovered by our
paint analyst, Architectural Conservator Sara Chase.

The windows in the modern bathroom were removed
and the wooden cross-bracing was replaced.
The Watertown TAB was invited to attend
this “show-and-tell”. A wonderful article about the
students and the restoration project was in the June 8
issue of the TAB.
As we reported in our January 2007 issue of
the Town Crier, evidence of a second fireplace and a

Period appropriate hardware fo r the doors has been ^
acquired and will be installed.
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fireplace has been recreated. An period appropriate
crane for hanging pots was secured from a blacksmith
in Sutton.
As we mentioned in our last newsletter, a 2inch long original piece of cap molding or chair rail
from 1772 was discovered under the 1870s plaster in
this room. This discovery also enlightened us as to
the original height of the wainscoting, which we now
know was 48 inches high. The cap molding/chair rail
was recreated by the NBSS students and the
wainscoting was brought up to its original height.
This room looks spectacular! It will be the
venue for many living history demonstrations by our
reenactors for school children and the general public.

The North Bennet Street School students also
did work on other parts of the house. We mentioned
the carefully repaired clapboards on the outside of the
''ouse in our last newsletter. The 1870s front door
"**toas found in the basement. The door, as well as the
wooden frame around the elongated windows in the
front entrance facade, was refurbished.
Although some of the work in the kitchen was
done by the NBSS students, a good portion of the
work in this room has been done by Preservation
Carpenter and Mason David Webb and his associates
Justin Webb and David Mason. This room has gone
through an incredible transformation! It has been
turned back to its 1772 appearance.

The original kitchen became the Historical Society’s
library. The cooking fireplace was located where the
glassed-in bookshelves are.

window, location o f the original door to the outside.

The stairs, a faux window and a faux door to the
outside have been put back in the original kitchen.
The door sports beautiful period hardware.

The huge kitchen fireplace has been recreated in the
space that once housed our glassed-in bookshelves.
If you have been by the house recently you
have seen that the outside has been painted a lively

In addition to the recreation of the appearance
of the side wall shown above, the huge 1772 cooking
3

shade of yellow and the front door is a beautiful deep
green. The shutters will be going up shortly.
The brick walkways have been placed and
landscaping work has begun. Shrubbery and flowers
will be planted all around the house.

can see from the photo, the new ADA ramp is in
place on the side of the house. This addition used to
house 2 kitchens. The wall and the chimney between
these 2 rooms have been taken down. This will be our
new visitor’s center. This space will also include the "
ADA bathroom and a very small kitchen space.
Work on this section of the house continues
as the “mudrooms” addition to the kitchens addition
is outfitted for the Historical Society office.

HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY
Every year the Historical Society of
Watertown sponsors the Historical Society Award for
the best history essay submitted by a high school
student. This year students had their choice of three
themes: an individual, ethnic group or landmark in
Watertown and its significance to the town and
region.
The 1st place winner received $300, the 2IK|
and 3 place winners received $100 each. The
winners were chosen by a panel of Historical Society
Council members. The awards were presented during
a ceremony organized by David Sheehan, Social
Studies Coordinator, on June 18 at the High School.

The 1871 kitchens addition (with the tall chimney) is
on the left. The window to the kitchen was removed
and replaced by a door which will be the new access
to the house. The bathroom windows on the second
floor were removed, as was the chimney.

Historical Society Councilor Mary Spiers, teacher
Chris Kearney, Clara Gibbons historical Society
Councilor Marilynne Roach and Headmaster
Michael Noftsker

The changes to the back o f the house have been
completed. The 2nd floor window has been moved
back to its original location, which makes it
symmetrical to the 1stfloor window once again.

Third place went to freshman Daniel White
for his essay on “The History of Perkins School for
the Blind”. Second place went to sophomore Andrew
Grant for his essay on “Celia Thaxter: Watertown’s Poet.” Andrew also won second place last year. First

The new access to the house will be through
the 1870s addition on the back of the house. As you
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It was in 1833 that Lydia began her career as
a true abolitionist. That was the year she published
An Appeal in Favor of that Class of Americans called
Africans. The book is not only a call for
emancipation, it is also a condemnation of both
Southern and Northern racism. An Appeal was
extremely significant in its time and was required
reading for those in the American Anti-Slavery
Society. In 1841, Lydia became the editor of the
National Anti-Slavery Standard which made her the
first American woman to edit a newspaper centered
on public policy.
From this, it appears that Lydia should have
been very rich, bot that was not the case. For nearly
the whole duration of their marriage, Lydia had had
to support both herself and her husband on her
writing. In 1838 David moved them to Northampton,
where he tried - unsuccessfully - to raise beets as an
alternative to Southern slave-grown sugar. Lydia
hated it there and moved back to Boston, where she
stayed until moving to New York City to edit the
National Anti-Slavery Standard. David remained in
Northampton, and in 1841 Lydia legally separated
her financial affairs from his. Their marriage
remained intact, but she occasionally suffered from
depression.

place went to freshman Clara Gibbons for her essay
on “Lydia Maria Francis Child” which is printed here
for our members.
History is a strange thing. It remembers some
and forgets others - some become famous through
the passage of time while others slowly fade from
memory. Lydia Maria Francis Child was one of the
most famous women in her time and was named the
foremost woman writer in America in 1933. Yet
today, few people will recognize her name. She
published a total of 53 novels and pamphlets and
wrote many other works in the form of short stories,
poems, etc. Famous for her abolitionist and proIndian views, she was also the first woman to be the
editor of a newspaper that was focused on public
policy. Throughout her life she was extremely
successful but, unfortunately, spent many years in
poverty.
Lydia Francis was born in 1802. She was the
daughter of David Convers Francis and Susannah
Rand Francis. Though bom in Medford, she moved to
Maine with a married sister in 1814. There she stayed
until 1826 at the age of 24, when she moved to
Watertown with her newly-wed brother, Convers
Francis. He had recently become the minister of the
First Parish Church, where he preached both
Unitarianism and Transcendentalism. Lydia loved her
older brother and the two were very close. It was in
Watertown that she wrote her first book, Hobomok.
Hobomok is the romance story of an Indian man and
an American woman, a foreshadowing of the many
pieces Lydia would later write that advocated for
equality among the races in America.
A short while after publishing Hobomok in
1824, Lydia met her future husband, David Lee
Child. She described him in letters as being extremely
gallant, chivalrous - she even went so far as to
compare him to a knight in shining armor. The
following year, 1825, Lydia published The Rebels,
or. Boston before the Revolution. It was (as the title
implies) a tale of pre-Revolutionary America.
After the publication of her first two books,
Lydia became quite well-known for her literary
talent. In 1826, she continued to explore her talents
by both opening a school for girls in Watertown and
publishing a magazine for children, Juvenile
Miscellany. Then, two years later in 1828, she
married David Child.

Lydia Maria Francis Child
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The Childs moved back to Massachusetts in
1850. Although they were struggling to live
financially, by 1856 Lydia and her husband were
filled with a new passion. It was around this time that
the whole country began to seriously consider the
issue o f slavery, and Lydia wanted to do all she could
to further the abolitionist movement. 1859 brought a
new cause for Lydia to take up: A man named John
Brown attacked a town in Virginia, attempting to
seize weapons and free slaves. He and his supporters
were captured, and Brown him self was hanged. Lydia
tried her best to help Brown and all o f his supporters
although she herself disagreed with using violence to
accom plish emancipation. In 1860 she published four
anti-slavery pamphlets, then went on to publish The
Freedman’s Book in 1865. The Freedman’s Book
was an anthology o f works written by both AfricanAmericans and whites, designed to help freed slaves
learn how to read.
After the end o f the C ivil War, Lydia’s fervor
died down a bit, though she continued to publish
books and anthologies. One such book was An
Appeal for the Indians., reminding Americans o f
another group o f people who were often
discriminated against, published in 1868. David died
in 1874 and Lydia follow ed him six years later in
1880 at the age o f 78. They were buried together in
the cemetery in Wayland.
Truly successful people shape not just their
immediate communities but the entire world and
society that they live in. Lydia Child dedicated much
o f her life to helping those who were enslaved and/or
persecuted through her inspirational and enlightened
writings. In the course o f her lifetim e, a race o f
people were set free from slavery, a feat which should
be credited not just to the Union soldiers but authors
like Lydia who forwarded the abolitionist cause. That
history has begun to forget her is unfair and unjust,
but the course o f time has provided her with a far
more gratifying reward than recognition: America no
longer has slavery and tries its hardest to keep
everyone free, regardless o f race. Lydia’s writings
ultimately succeeded in giving her not fame, but the
gift o f making her dream for an America where no
people are slaves prevail - and that makes her the
most successful kind o f author o f all.

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE
WWW.HISTORICWATERTOWN.ORG
Our President and W eb Master, Karl
Huntington Neugebauer, has done a fantastic job o f
designing our new website and filling it with all kinds
o f information, links and contacts. Besides listing our
upcoming Historical Society Board meetings, which
are open to the public, it also tells you about
upcoming programs.
Contact information is listed for genealogical
research and living history programs.
There is a page where you can ask a question
or leave a m essage or comment.
There is much information on the restoration
and renovation o f the 1772 Edmund Fowle House,
including pictures and video o f the ongoing project.
A lso available are minutes from the Building
Restoration Committee m eetings documenting the
progress o f the restoration project
Included is a page outlining the benefits o f
becom ing a member and an application for
membership.
Be sure to bookmark this information-packed
and ever-changing website on your computer.

WATERTOWN COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION AWARDS
This year’s theme for awards given by the
Watertown Community Foundation is “A River Runs
Through It”. Awards were granted for two projects
that were submitted by Historical Society o f
Watertown Council members.
President Karl Neugebauer submitted a
proposal for a series o f historic bicycle, stroller and
walking tours o f Watertown, done in conjunction
with the Watertown B icycle and Pedestrian
Committee. With input from Pam Hubley, Joyce
Kelly and Marilynne Roach, Karl prepared a 16-page
brochure on the 10 designated stops included in the
bicycle tour with a short write-up on the history o f
each location.
Councilor Marilynne Roach submitted a
proposal for an atlas o f Watertown natural history, a ^ J
series o f illustrated maps that w ill identify springs,

The Historical Society congratulates all o f the
participating students on a job w ell done. W e look
forward to working with the high school in the future.
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brooks, rocky outcroppings and other natural features
that were here during the early days of Watertown.
State Rep. Peter Koutoujian attended the
'eremony and presented all recipients with a citation
honoring their ideas and efforts.

About 30 bicyclists showed up for the 2-hour
tour of historic sites. At each of the ten chosen spots,
the history of the site was recounted by Pam Hubley,
Joyce Kelly, Karl Neugebauer or Marilynne Roach of
the Historical Society or Fred Hewett of the
Watertown Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee.
The free bicycle tour booklet is available at
Town Hall in the information kiosk, at the Watertown
Free Public Library at the Reference desk and at the
Chamber of Commerce. A PDF version can be
downloaded
from
the
WBPC
website at
www.watertownbikeped.org. A map is included in
the centerfold making this a self-guided tour.

ARSENAL WALKING TOURS
Joyce Kelly, Karl Neugebauer and Marilynne
Roach led walking tours of the buildings, nature and
newly installed outdoor sculptures on the Watertown
Arsenal property during the Arsenal Center for the
Arts recent celebration of “Nature & Balance”. The
outdoor sculptures will be on display through October
14, 2007. Maps are available at the Arsenal Center
for the Arts at 321 Arsenal Street, Watertown.

Joyce Kelly, Marilynne Roach, Representative Peter
Koutoujian, Pam Hubley and President Karl
Neugebauer at the Community Foundation Awards

HISTORIC BICYCLE TOUR
On a sunny June 23 morning, the Historical
Society of Watertown and the Watertown Bicycle
and Pedestrian Committee led a bicycle tour of
historic places focusing on sites around the Charles
River, the key element of Watertown’s history, and
other points of interest along the way.

Karl Neugebauer, dressed in his Watertown
Provincial Guard uniform, leads a walking tour o f
the historic Arsenal buildings

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE
WISH FOR PASTPERFECT
Bicyclists gather at the site o f Roger Clap’s Landing
on Charles River Rd. during the historic bike tour as
President Karl Neugebauer reads from Clap’s diary.

Members of the newly formed Collections
Committee are readying themselves for the return of
the Society’s extensive collection of historic artifacts.
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com er your dues are paid through April 2008. If
you have an earlier date or no date then, according
to our records, you have not paid your dues for the
current fiscal year.

The entire collection was moved out o f the house and
put in storage 2 years ago to make way for the
restoration o f the Edmund Fow le House.
For years, much o f the collection has been
kept in a small room on the second floor o f the
Edmund Fowle House. It was so packed full o f
artifacts that it was difficult to even m ove around in
the room. Many o f the item s had never been seen by
the group o f Council members that packed up the
collection during the early months o f 2005. As we
packaged things up in acid-free paper and acid-free
boxes, there were many excited calls to “Come and
look at this!” when w e would com e across
som ething o f particular interest.
The Society has been accessioning items
since its inception in 1888. In 1991 an inventory was
done on the objects in the Society’s collection. W e
know this typed inventory was a huge undertaking
and took a lot o f time to com pile. It is however, in
most cases, a very brief description o f an artifact or
title o f a book / pamphlet. Recently, this typed
inventory was entered into an Excel spreadsheet. This
has made it easier to search for a particular item.
Our new ly formed C ollections Committee
plans on re-inventorying and re-cataloging all o f the
artifacts in the collection. W e would like to use a
museum software package called “PastPerfect” that is
highly recommended by the N ew England Museum
Association. This software allows, one to categorize
and describe the artifact as w ell as identify who
donated it, its provenance, and attach a digital photo.
This would all be available in one spot. This database
w ill help us tremendously.
The software costs $1200 and not in the
Society’s tight budget. W e would be very happy to
receive donations toward the purchase o f this
software. Please send your check “Attn: Collections
Committee”. A ll.donations w ill be acknowledged in
the newsletter and at the Edmund Fow le House.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
the annual celebration o f Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.
N am e:________________________________________
Address:______________________________________
City, State, Z ip:________________________________
Em ail:________________________________________
Individual
Senior / Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate
Corporate Sponsor
Donation

$15.00

$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$ 100.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - V ice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - A sst. Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

CHECK YOUR MAILING
LABEL

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
James Bean
Robert Childs
Gurdon Buck
E. Joyce Munger
John Horrigan
M arilynne Roach
Richard Najarian
Pam Pinsky Joyce K elly - Newsletter Editor

The address label on the m ailings you
receive from the H istorical Society w ill now reflect
the fiscal year for which you have paid your dues.
Our fiscal year runs M ay 1 through April 30. If your
label reads “Apr 07 - 08” in the top right-hand
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EDMUND FOWLEII AND IDS HOUSE
I, the father, and was passed down to Edmund Fowle
II, the son. W e now know that is not the case.
As w e reported in our January 2007
newsletter, our dendrochronology study revealed that
the trees to build this house were felled in the winter
o f 1771 - 1772, and the house was built in the spring
o f 1772.
Edmund Fowle II was bom on December 31,
1747. He was the first son bom to Edmund Fowle I
and Abigail W hitney. Edmund II had an older sister,
3 younger sisters and 4 younger brothers.
His father, Edmund Fow le I was a
cordwainer, meaning he worked with leather and
made shoes. His shop was on the south side o f the
Charles River near the present Galen Street. An entry
from the Town Records o f January 10, 1742 shows
that encroachment on public land was a problem even
back then. The record states, “Where as Sundry
persons have Errected new fences where by they have
taken in part o f ye Publick ways & Town ways as
also Some buildings Errected on ye publick
ways...Edm und Fowl be Notifyed to remove their
Shops from o f ye High way.”
Edmund Fowle I, the cordwainer, died in
1771, before the present Edmund Fowle House was
built. His business must have been very lucrative for
his widow and children were w ell provided for in his
will, especially his son Edmund n , who received
“double portions out o f my Real Estate and my sons
John, Jeremiah and Samuel each have a single share
and my daughters to have but one half so m uch...”

A s w e reported in the January 2005 issue o f
The Town Crier, the Historical Society o f Watertown
has been granted a $500,000 award from the state for
the Edmund Fow le House, which is listed in the
National Register o f Historic Places. In July 2006 we
received a grant o f $200,000 from the Massachusetts
O ffice o f Travel & Tourism., also for the Edmund
uow le House. The Executive Council o f the
provincial Congress met in a room on the 2nd floor o f
the Edmund Fow le House during the first year and a
half o f the Revolutionary War in 1775 and 1776. The
Executive Council, also known as the Governor’s
Council, acted in place o f the Governor and
Lieutenant Governor from July 20, 1775 until the
adoption o f the Constitution in 1780.
A lso, the Treaty o f W atertown was signed in
this house on July 19, 1776, a mere 15 days after the
signing o f the Declaration o f Independence. This first
international treaty, between the newly formed
United States o f America and the MiqMaq and St.
John’s tribes o f Native Americans in N ova Scotia and
New Brunswick, was a treaty o f alliance and
friendship but it also secured our northern border.
Both o f these grants were received largely
through the efforts o f Senator Steven Tolman, a
staunch supporter and advocate o f historical sites in
his districts.
The Historical Society has always known that
the Fow le House belonged to Edmund Fowle II
^uring the Revolutionary War. For years, we thought
that this house originally belonged to Edmund Fowle
1

Less than a year later, the battles in Lexington
and Concord occurred, marking the beginning of the
Revolutionary War. On that day a company of
Watertown men, led by Capt. Samuel Barnard,
marched toward Lexington and encountered Lord
Percy’s retreating army. They followed and harrassed
the British forces. Town Records show that 28 year
old Edmund Fowle was on the muster roll of this
company that served during the Lexington Alarm on
April 19, 1775. Edmund’s 19 year old brother, John
Fowle, is also on the muster roll.
On April 22, 1775, three days after the battles
in Lexington and Concord, the Provincial Congress
adjourned to the Watertown Meetinghouse, located in
the Common Street Cemetery. (Today, four granite
posts with plaques mark the four corners of the
meetinghouse that stood there from 1754 to 1837.)
Military preparations dominated their working hours.
Many new Committees were formed to help with
these preparations and met in houses nearby,
including Edmund Fowle’s which was located very
close to the Meetinghouse.
On July 20, 1775, the Provincial Congress
elected a 28-member Executive Council, or
Governor’s Council, to serve as its upper house and
as its executive body without a governor. These two
bodies proceeded to govern the Province of
Massachusetts Bay until the adoption of the State
Constitution in 1780.
Though built in the spring of 1772, the second
floor of Edmund’s house had not been completed by
the spring of 1775. Perhaps the death of his wife
relegated this task to the back burner. In any case, the
manuscript written by Maud Hodges that later
became “Crossroads on the Charles” describes the
second floor of the Edmund Fowle House as being
“one big open space” in 1775.
A July 22, 1775 entry in the Journals of the
House of Representatives states “The Committee
appointed to provide some convenient Place for the
Council to sit in; reported, verbally, That a large
Chamber in the House of Mr. Fowle’s might be
procured; but being unfinished, the Committee
recommended that there be a rough Floor laid, and
Chairs provided for that Puipose. The Report was
accepted, and Capt. Brown, Capt. Dix, and Major
Fuller, were appointed to prepare said Chamber
accordingly.”
Work began on outfitting the second floor of
Edmund Fowle II’s house to accommodate meetings

Perhaps this large inheritance is why Edmund
Fowle II was able to build such a fine house for
himself and his bride, Mary Cook, who he married on
November 17, 1772, the same year the house was
built. Edmund Fowle’s house, now owned by the
Historical Society of Watertown, was built on the site
where Mt. Auburn Street joins Marshall Street.
Marshall Street did not exist at that time. It was a
very fine house, two-and-a-half stories high (many
houses of this period were only one story high) with
inside front and back staircases to the second floor
and six fireplaces - three on each floor. At least one
of these fireplaces had a slate hearth instead of a brick
hearth - a sign of prosperity. This discovery was
made recently by our Architectural Conservator,
Andy Ladygo, who uncovered a sloped impression in
front of the parlor fireplace that most likely held a
large piece of slate as opposed to an array of bricks
that would fit in this indentation.

This pre-19th century depiction o f the Fowle House,
complete with horse and individual dressed in
period attire was done by 16 year old Jordan
Piantedosi and presented to the Historical Society
during the closing ceremony o f Treaty Day 2004.
Edmund II’s first child, Edmund, was born
July 29, 1774. His wife, Mary, died around this time,
perhaps in childbirth. Edmund did not marry again
until about 1784. He would not have raised this child
alone. Edmund’s mother probably took baby Edmund
and raised him, as she still had three children of her
own under 18 years old (Edmund IPs siblings) and
lived in a house on the Fowle property. This would
have left Edmund II living in his house alone.
2

Council Chamber was even outfitted. Obviously, they
were meeting downstairs.
Another invoice from 1775 says, “to the
Honorable Council and the Honorable House o f
Representative o f the Colony o f the Massachusetts
B y Humbly Shows Edmund Fowle o f Watertown That the Committee o f the Congress, and the General
Court have impressed his House to sit in, and do their
Business ever since their Sitting At Watertown - That
the Secy o f the Congress & the Clerk o f the House
have kept their office in it That they have occassioned
extraordinary inconvenience and trouble to him
That his furniture has sustained considerable
dam age...That he has not yet received any pay,,,”. A
document from January 1776 states, “In House of
Representatives propose that there be paid out o f the
Treasury o f this Colony to Edmund Fowle the Sum o f
four Pounds ten shillings for the Extraordinary
Trouble that Committee have (can’t decipher) in
sitting in his House from the first day o f the Congress
sitting & for Burning o f W ood & Candles...and for
the damage done his Furniture”.

o f the Executive Council. W e are not sure if Edmund
was staying at the house w hile the Council met, or if
he found accommodations elsewhere. Provincial
ongress President James Warren wrote to John
idams from here on October 20, 1775 saying, “. ..the
crowd o f company here, must be m y excuse. Every
body either eats, drinks or sleeps in this house, and
very many do all, .. . ” In any case, Edmund does not
disappear from the documentation o f the time.
The M assachusetts Archives on Morrissey
Blvd in Dorchester has an incredible collection o f
colonial and Revolutionary War Era records. These
resources are available to the public for research.
Historical Society Council members Joyce Kelly,
Pam Pinsky and Marilynne Roach spent several days
there earlier this year and found many invoices
pertaining to Edmund Fow le, the Council Chamber,
and the goings-on in W atertown in 1775 and 1776.
An invoice from Decem ber 1775 found in the
Mass. Archives shows that Edmund Fow le submitted
requests for payment for going to Waltham for chairs
and for 156 feet o f his work on "joice" (joists) "by
order o f the Committee for fixing the Council
Chamber". In another invoice from that month
Edmund is being paid for “going Down to
'am bridge...to get a Man to alter the Stoves in the
leeting H ouse” and “Carrying a Letter down to
General W ashington”.
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Edmund Fowle’s invoice fo r going to Waltham for
chairs and fo r work on joists
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An invoice from October 1775 says, ‘T o
Edmund Fow le B ill for D inners...passed by the
Committee for ...preparing the entertainment for the
gentlemen from ye Several C olonies.”
M inutes from the House o f Representatives
Journals show that Edmund petitioned for
"Consideration and A llowance for the U se o f his
House since April last, for Committees o f the Court
^nd o f the Congress, and for the O ffice o f the Clerk
o f the House". This shows that Committees were
meeting in Edmund's house before the 2nd floor
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Edmund Fowle’s petition fo r payment for use o f his
house and damage done to his furniture
Many thanks go to Marilynne Roach who
transcribed these invoices and is in the process of
transcribing the minutes of the Executive Council
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buried at Mount Auburn Cemetery, your editor
wondered who might have been buried in this tomb in
his place.
A trip to Watertown’s Dept, of Public Works
(DPW) to see the burial record for this tomb was of
no help. Usually, the burial record will give
information such as the date the lot was purchased,
the owner, a listing of those buried in the lot, death
dates, age at death, and often a map of how the bodies
are situated in the lot. Unfortunately, the DPW record
for this tomb is blank, as many are from that early
period of time.
One side note of interest - Edmund II’s
brother, Ebenezer Smith Fowle, was not left shares of
Edmund I’s real estate, as the other sons were.
Edmund I’s will states specifically that he is “to have
no part thereof.” He also is not named on this tomb,
as all the other sons are. I wonder why...this may be
a story for a later newsletter!

Watertown records show that in March 1776
the Watertown Milita marched, by order of General
Washington, to reinforce the army in taking
possession of Dorchester Heights. This company was
in service for five days and 29 year old Edmund
Fowle was one of the men who was paid for their
service during the evacuation of Boston.
Town Records show that from 1778 to 1783
payments were made to many soldiers for service and
for ‘the benefit of the present War.” Edmund Fowle’s
name shows up as being paid in many of these
records, including one "to Reinforce the Guards at
Cambridge" who were guarding prisoners.
Edmund is referenced in the Town Records in
the late 1770s as a Warden and a Tythingman. He
seems to have been very much a part of what was
going on in Watertown during the Revolution.
Edmund married Huldah Curtis in 1784. His
next child, born in 1785, was named "Moses Gill
Fowle" after one of the 28 member Council. Moses
Gill was not a local resident. He lived in Worcester
County. He and Edmund must have become very
good friends during the 1775-1776 period. Edmund
had seven more children with Huldah. He named his
sons after other prominent men in town at the time,
such as Marshall Spring Fowle (a prominent
Watertown doctor), Stephen Cook Fowle (of the
Watertown family that housed Paul Revere for nine
months during the War) and William Hunt Fowle
(Watertown Lawyer and Justice of the Peace).
During the 1780s and 1790s, Edmund served
Watertown in many capacities, including Surveyor of
Highways, Constable, Fence Viewer and Collector of
Taxes. He was a Watertown Selectman in 1795 and
1804-1807. A court case in 1799 lists Edmund II as a
"Yeoman" (an independent farmer).
Edmund Fowle II died in 1821. His tomb is in
the Common Street Cemetery. The stone on top of
the tomb reads:
EDMUND,
JOHN, JEREMIAH AND
SAMUEL FOWLE’S
TOMB
Built A.D. 1803
Closed in
J.P. Bradlee
1877.
(John, Jeremiah and Samuel are Edmund IPs
brothers. Joseph P. Bradlee was married to Edmund’s
daughter Rebecca.) Knowing that Capt. John Fowle is

The headstone on the Fowle tomb in Common Street
Cemetery
4

installed in the visitor’s center. There are many
finishing touches that need attention.
We will keep you updated as to the progress.

UPDATE ON THE
RESTORATION OF THE
EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE

PASTPERFECT DATABASE
UPDATE

Work continues on the outside and inside of
the Edmund Fowle House. As we reported in our July
2007 newsletter, the outside of the house has been
painted a lovely shade of yellow and the front door is
a beautiful deep green. This summer the windows
were removed, stripped of old paint, reglazed and
rehung with new window cords. The shutters were
hung within the last couple of weeks.
The landscaping work has been completed.
Watertown Landscaping has done a spectacular job!
Many new plantings have been put in around the
house, as well as two new trees in front. Sod was laid
in the front yard and the back lawn was seeded.

In our July 2007 newsletter we informed our
members that the Collections Committee was
readying themselves for the return of the Society’s
extensive collection of historic artifacts. We
explained that our newly formed Collections
Committee plans on re-inventorying and re
cataloging all of the artifacts in the collection. We
would like to use a museum software package called
“PastPerfect” that is highly recommended by the New
England Museum Association. This software allows
one to categorize and describe the artifact as well as
identify who donated it, its provenance, and attach a
digital photo. This would all be available in one spot.
This database would help us tremendously.
The software costs $1200 and not in the
Society’s tight budget. We asked for donations
toward the purchase of this software. We are very
pleased to report that we received donations from Ted
Wayne, Barbara Ruskin and Mary O'Looney totaling
$165. If you would like to help us, please send your
check “Attn: Collections Committee”. All donations
will be acknowledged in the newsletter and at the
Edmund Fowle House.

The restored shutters are back on the windows
The inside surfaces of the house have been
painted, including the floors, in the colors discovered
by our Conservator/Paint Specialist Sara Chase. Sara
also guided us in selecting appropriate period fixtures
for lighting. Some of the fixtures that were in the
house will be used but we will have to purchase some
others.
Though the restoration and renovation has
been completed, there is still a “punch list” of items
that need to be attended to, including paint touch-up
in several places inside and outside the house. The
verdigris glaze still needs to be put on the fireplace
urrounds in the Council Chamber. Lighting fixtures
•need to be put up. The flat-panel screen needs to be

COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT
FUND GRANT AWARDED
Earlier this year, because of money provided
by Harvard University and O ’Neill Properties,
nonprofit organizations in Watertown were invited to
apply for charitable awards. Grant Writer and Asst.
Treasurer Audrey Jones Childs submitted an
application on behalf of the Society for $3,980.
An Awards Ceremony was held last month at
Town Hall to present the award winning non-profit
organizations with checks from this fund. The
Historical Society was awarded $3,480.
5

Our fiscal year runs May 1 through April 30. If your
label reads “Apr 07 - 08” your dues are paid
through April 2008. If you have an earlier date or
no date then, according to our records, you have not
paid your dues for the current fiscal year.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which tire held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
the annual celebration of Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.

President Karl Huntington Neugebauer and Grant
Writer Audrey Jones Childs proudly display our
award.

N am e:_______
Address:_____
City, State, Zip:
Em ail:_______

We wish to thank Harvard University and
O’Neill Properties for their generous contribution to
all of the community-minded organizations in
Watertown and the Award Committee for their
consideration of our application. This award will
help
tremendously
in
supplementing
our
Community Outreach and Educational budget.

Individual
Senior / Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate
Corporate Sponsor
Donation

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.HISTORICWATERTOWN.ORG

$15.00
$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

Our President and Web Master, Karl
Huntington Neugebauer, has done a fantastic job of
designing our website and filling it with all kinds of
information, links and contacts.
Be sure to bookmark this information-packed
and ever-changing website on your computer.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

CHECK YOUR MAILING
LABEL

Councilors:
Jam es Bean
Peggy A nderson
Robert Childs
Gurdon Buck
E. Joyce M unger
John Horrigan
M arilynne Roach
Richard Najarian
Pam Pinsky
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor

The address label on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society will now reflect
the fiscal year for which you have paid your dues.
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617-923-6067

January 2008

The Newsletter of the Historical Society of Watertown
28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02472

WWW.HISTORICWATERTOWN.ORG

HISTORICAL SOCIETY PREPARES TO MOVE
BACK IN TO THE EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
The $700,000+ restoration and renovation of
the Edmund Fowle House has been completed,
except for a few minor odds and ends.
The Historical Society of Watertown owes a
huge debt of gratitude to former Historical Society
President G. Jack Zollo and current Historical Society
Council members Jim Bean and Richard Najarian.
These three Society members, concerned about the
deteriorating state of the Edmund Fowle House,
approached State Senator Steven Tolman looking for
financial help from the Commonwealth for this
historically significant building. Through the efforts
of Senator Steven Tolman, a staunch supporter and
advocate of historical sites in his districts, the Society
was awarded a total of $700,000.

to a pole in back. We are also waiting for some period
lighting to arrive so we can replace the fixtures that
are up now.
Though the restoration has been completed,
there is still a small “punch list” of other items that
need to be attended to. This list will not hinder our
plans to move the collection and our office items
back into the house.

Restoration of the inside of the Edmund
Fowle House to the 1775 period has been completed.
Restoration of the outside to the 1872 period has also
been completed, except for the front shutters. The
shutters were chemically stripped, repainted green, as
they were in 1872, and hung on the front of the house
in October. In November, the shutters began to
exhibit white blotches in the green paint. It was
thought that perhaps this was the chemical stripper
bleeding out of the paint. Perhaps it hadn’t
completely dried or been cleaned off before being
painted. The shutters have been taken down and are
once again being stripped and repainted.
We are still waiting for NStar to relocate the
feed of the wires from the pole in front of the house

Since this picture was taken on November 2, the
shutters have been taken down to be restripped and
repainted.
In preparation for receiving our collection and
other household items back into the house, a crew of
Historical Society Councilors and volunteers got
together on December 1st to clean and reorganize the
basement.
1
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A lot of renovation work has been done in the
basement these last two years, including installation
of new furnaces, structural masonry for the fireplaces,
electrical, plumbing and other work. There was a lot
of debris created from all this activity. All of the paint
cans with leftover paint for the work done upstairs are
being kept in the basement. We will need this for any
touchups. The rest of the shutters are down there,
along with a lot of other odds and ends. And
everything was covered with dirt and cement dust.
That Saturday morning six Councilors and
five volunteers showed up to begin the cleanup. Items
were moved from one side of the basement to the
other to allow for the floor to be swept. Because there
was so much dirt and cement dust on everything the
sweeping was just kicking the dust up. (We all wore
face masks.) We ended up hosing the floor down with
water and sweeping it up in mud piles.
It was very dirty work! We wish to thank
Clare Murphy, Peter Connelly, Kathy Button, Bob
Anderson and Philip Nimeskern for volunteering to
help us.

K

Marilynne
Roach, Peggy Anderson,
Philip
Nimeskern, Clare Murhpy, Karl Neugebauer, Bob
Childs and Peter Connelly amid the swirling dust in
the basement o f the Edmund Fowle House
Unpacking the collection will give current
Council members an opportunity to see just exactly
what is in the Historical Society’s possession. As I
mentioned in the July 2007 newsletter, many of our
artifacts had never been seen by the group of Council
members that packed up the collection during the
early months of 2005. The small collections room
was packed full of artifacts and it was difficult to _
even move around in the room.
Now that the Edmund Fowle House has been
fully restored and will be open as a house museum,
we plan on displaying more of our collections and
showing as much of it as we can by means of rotating
exhibits.

PLEA FOR DISPLAY CASES

Clare Murphy helps sort through things in a room in
the basement o f the Edmund Fowle House

We are seeking donations of display cases
that can be used to show the many artifacts we have
accumulated in our collection since our inception in
1888. We prefer display cases with glass enclosures.
The glass enclosures will prevent curious hands from
handling these distinctive artifacts yet allow for full
viewing of these treasures.
Please consider donating any new or used
display cases you may have and are no longer using.
Donors will be duly recognized in our newsletter and
at the Edmund Fowle House.

We plan on moving our collection and other
items back into the house sometime in late January or
early February. Finding a place for everything could
be tricky. The restoration has eliminated a small
storage room on the first floor (the restored kitchen
fireplace has taken up this space) as well as our builtin bookcases in the former library, which is now the
restored 1772 kitchen. Our collections storage room
on the second floor has been restored to its 1775 size,
which is about 16 square feet smaller than it was.
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If you have any display cases you are willing
to donate, please contact Joyce Kelly at 781-8997239.

purpose and the tasks they have taken on to help
promote its mission.

DONATIONS
The Historical Society of Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts since our new
Collections Policy was established this summer,
including:
from Gordon Bruggeman - a huge map of the
Arsenal property, measuring 3 Vi feet by 15 feet,
showing the location of sewers and drains, as well as
buildings and streets. The map was drawn in 1947
and most recently updated in 1958. Mr. Brugeman
worked at the Arsenal for several years.
from Sandra Lively - a book of “Household
Recipes - Compiled by the Ladies of the First Baptist
Church”. This book was published in 1914. Ms.
Lively’s grandfather, Rev. Frank King Singiser, was
minister of the church in the early 1900s.
from Mary Keenan and Joan Keenan Clifford
- a tin cookie box that looks like a picnic basket with
“Golden Cookies, Watertown, Mass” embossed on
the bottom. Also, three wooden coat hangers - two
from Lewandos and one from Bailey’s Cleansers &
Dyers. Ms. Clifford was an employee at Bailey’s as a
high school student in the 1940s.

Bob Childs and Joyce Kelly show their awards from
President Karl Neugebauer

“TELL ME A STORY”
The following essay was written by Historical
Society Councilor and author Marilynne K. Roach for
a contest held by "Irish Roots" genealogy magazine
published in Ireland. Entries came from all over the
globe and had to be submitted by e-mail. The essay
topic was “Why my family history is important to
me”. They were looking for a personal account of
why so many people found genealogy so compelling.
Marilynne submitted the article below and won the
contest. We know many of our members are
genealogy fans as well as history fans. You may see
bits of yourself in the following commentary.

PRESIDENT’S AWARDS
The Board of the Historical Society of
Watertown held their 2007 Holiday Party at Verona’s
Restaurant in Watertown Square. The festively
dressed group of 20 Councilors and volunteers dined
on a delicious Italian buffet of lasagne, lamb and
chicken.
Historical Society President Karl Huntington
Neugebauer recognized two of the Councilors by
presenting them with the 2007 President’s Award.
These two Councilors, Local Project Coordinator for
the Restoration of the Fowle House Bob Childs and
Newsletter Editor/Building Restoration Committee
Chair and Recording Secretary Joyce Kelly were
recognized for their dedication to the Society’s

‘Tell me a story’, I’d say. ‘Tell me about
when you were little’. When my parents were
children, I meant, in a time of hard work when they
could still encounter horses in the streets. Their yarns
kept those past times alive, stories repeated, stories
3

jotted down, at last I finally realised the value of
recording them.
They nearly always told the truth, but never
told it all. Both sides of the family followed the
commandment of Thou shalt not whine’, so they
related the amusing anecdotes, the minor
misadventures that turned out well, and minimised
sorrow and complaint.
My grandfather on my Irish side was a
storyteller - a labourer by trade a seanachie by
nature. He’d come to America the long way round
and regaled the neighbourhood (I was told) with tales
of places he had seen. He favoured the eerie as well
and local kids would beg him for stories knowing
they’d be comfortably frightened. After they ran off
shrieking from one such session, an adult neighbour
remarked ‘Honest to God, you’re as bad as the kids’.
(But the neighbour had listened too.)
Storytelling stays in the blood. Now I seek
details in documents and records, adding to the lives
of the people I knew (surprised when they reveal
chapters they never told me, my admiration for their
strengths only increased). Arti facts are few but
probate and lawsuits open brief glimpses into the
lives of generations I never met - a silk petticoat
willed to a daughter, a fist fight over a fence line.
Raw threads of data weave scraps of narrative as the
Fates weave lives. Whatever existence follows this
one, stories preserve a half life of memory for the
living and honouring the vanished kin this way
becomes more and more important.
Many generations remain stubbornly elusive.
Others present flashes of knowledge that evaporate
the centuries and almost allow us into their lives.
These moments are as magical as the petrified
footprints discovered in long-hardened African mud.
There an adult’s tracks stride across a patch of wet
ground while a small child dances in and out of the
larger steps - somebody’s ancestor, everyone’s
ancestor, unimaginably ancient. If they had attained
the power of speech I know what that child said. ‘A
story, tell me a story of the old days when you were
young’.

November 24 at the Hibernian Hall in Watertown.
The event ran from 6:00 to 10:00 PM and was jam
packed full of topical experts, reenactors, authors
books, memorabilia and history fans.
Several other groups were in attendance in
addition to the Historical Society of Watertown,
including the Waltham Historical Society, the Salem
Historical Society, the Lexington Minutemen, John &
Abigail Adams, TIARA, Community Heritage Maps,
the National Archives and Records Administration
and others. These organizations set up displays,
passed out information about themselves, and sold
books, maps and other items. They also answered
many questions put to them from the public.
Representing our Historical Society was
Marilynne Roach, who talked to people about her
book “The Salem Witch Trials - A Day-by-Day
Chronicle of a Community Under Siege” as well as
the map of Watertown she created for the 375lh Town
celebration in 2005. Marilynne was joined by Margo
Burns, an associate editor on the project "Documents
of the Salem Witch-Hunt", to be published in 2008.

Ruth Arena, Margo Burns and Marilynne K. Roach
man the Historical Society table.
Also representing our Historical Society was
Councilor Audrey Jones Childs.. A reenactor and a
painter, Audrey demonstrated her painting talent
which includes the art of making 18th century paint
and blushes.
Audrey also put together a couple of raffle
items, including a special edition of David
McCullough's Pulitzer Prize winning book "1776". It
was won by a very excited 10-year-old boy.
The main attraction was the roster of well- ^
known speakers. Steve Puleo spoke on the North

HISTORY FESTIVAL
The first annual New England History
Festival, organized by Historical Society of
Watertown Councilor John Horrigan, was held on
4
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explained that our newly formed Collections
Committee plans on re-inventorying and re
cataloging all of the artifacts in the collection. We
would like to use a museum software package called
“PastPerfect” that is highly recommended by the New
England Museum Association. This software allows
one to categorize and describe the artifact as well as
identify who donated it, its provenance, and attach a
digital photo. This would all be available in one spot.
This database would help us tremendously.
The software costs approximately $1200 and
is not in the Society’s tight budget. We asked for
donations toward the purchase of this software. We
are very pleased to report that we have received
additional donations since our October newsletter
from Mai Whitney, Gurdon Buck, Karl Neugebauer,
Joyce Kelly, Paul Moreton, Audrey Jones Childs and
Pam Pinsky, totaling $755. We now have $920
toward our goal. We only need $280 more !
If you would like to help us reach our goal,
please send your check “Attn: Collections
Committee”. All donations will be acknowledged in
the newsletter and at the Edmund Fowle House.

End's 1919 "Molasses Flood", Mike Tougias spoke
on "Fatal Forecast - An Incredible True Tale of
Disaster and Survival At Sea" and Bill Rose
presented “Naval Battles of the Revolution”. Books
on these featured topics were for sale as were other
books by these authors.

John and Jen Horrigan decorated the Hibernian Hall
with an Autumn theme fo r the History Festival

NEW MEMBERS
The event was attended by more than 150
guests. We had to keep putting out folding chairs to
accommodate the continuing arrivals. Hot cider,
coffee, soda, pizza, cookies and other snacks were
available for sale and helped people keep up their
energy through the 4-hour event.
Congratulations and thanks go to John and his
wife, Jen, for the excellent job they did on this affair.
A good time was had by all. The second
annual New England History Festival is scheduled for
Saturday, November 15, 2008 at the Hibernian Hall.

The past year has brought
members to the Historical Society.

many new

David Bond
Gordon Brown
David Burmaster
Lillian Burns
Catherine Chvany
Kathleen Coyle
Elizabeth Darlington & Paul Edlefsen
Gerry Field
Christine Frederickson
John Horrigan
Wanda Howard
Robb Jackson
Peg Kelley
Rachel Sachs Jones & J. B. Jones
Renee Landers &
Tom Burrette
Steven C. Lawrence James Loughlin
Marshall Place
Yleana Martinez
Carol Menton
Paul Moreton
Kristin Neugebauer
Kurt Neugebauer
Ly-Anne O’Dwyer
Harry Parsekian
Loumona Petroff
Theodore Raia
Stuart Slater
Karin Smith
Thomas J. Stevens
Mark Valery &
Anne-Marie Valery

PASTPERFECT DATABASE
UPDATE - ALMOST THERE
In our July 2007 newsletter we informed our
members that the Collections Committee was
readying themselves for the return of the Society’s
extensive collection of historic artifacts. We
5

W e want to w elcom e all o f our new members
and thank them for their support o f the Historical
Society.

MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

CHECK YOUR MAILING
LABEL

Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
the annual celebration o f Treaty Day with our Native
American associates.

The address label on the m ailings you
receive from the Historical Society w ill now reflect
the fiscal year for which you have paid your dues.
Our fiscal year runs M ay 1 through April 30. If your
label reads “Apr 07 - 08” your dues are paid
through April 2008. If you have an earlier date or
no date then, according to our records, you have not
paid your dues for the current fiscal year.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.fflSTORICWATERTOWN.ORG
Our President and W eb Master, Karl
Huntington Neugebauer, has done a fantastic job o f
designing our new website and filling it with all kinds
o f information, links and contacts. Besides listing our
upcoming Historical Society Board meetings, which
are open to the public, it also tells you about
upcoming programs.
Contact information is listed for genealogical
research and living history programs. There is a page
where you can ask a question or leave a message or
comment.
There is much information on the restoration
and renovation o f the 1772 Edmund Fowle House,
including pictures and video o f the ongoing project.
A lso available are minutes from the Building
Restoration Committee m eetings documenting the
progress o f the restoration project.
Included is a page outlining the benefits o f
becom ing a member and an application for
membership.
B e sure to bookmark this information-packed
and ever-changing w ebsite on your computer.

N am e:________________________________________
Address:______________________________________
City, State, Z ip:________________________________
Telephone:____________________________________
Em ail:_______________________________________
Individual
Senior / Student
Family
Individual Sponsor
Corporate
Corporate Sponsor

$15.00
$10.00
$25.00
$50.00
$100.00
$500.00

Donation
Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, M A 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Julia Donahue - V ice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Gurdon Buck
John Horrigan
Richard Najarian
Pam Pinsky Joyce

James Bean
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
M arilynne Roach
K elly - Newsletter Editor
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY MOVES BACK TO
THE NEWLY RESTORED EDMUND FOWLE
HOUSE - GRAND OPENING IS MAY 17,2008
moved to this location and modified by famous
Watertown architect Charles Brigham.
The Society’s historic collection and other
items were moved back into the Edmund Fowle
House on February 2 after being stored in the
basement of St. John’s United Methodist Church for
almost three years. The furniture and the mgs were
cleaned up and put in place the next weekend by
several members of the Historical Society Council.
There were about 80 boxes that held the
Society’s books, office supplies, files, records and
numerous artifacts. These boxes were unpacked over
several weeks by the Historical Society’s Collections
Committee.

The $700,000+ restoration of the Edmund
Fowle House has been completed !
The Historical Society of Watertown owes a
huge debt of gratitude to current Historical Society
Council members Jim Bean and Richard Najarian and
^ fo rm e r Historical Society President G. Jack Zollo.
These three Society members, concerned about the
deteriorating state of the Edmund Fowle House,
approached State Senator Steven Tolman looking for
financial help from the Commonwealth for this
historically significant building. Through the efforts
of Senator Steven Tolman, a staunch supporter and
advocate of historical sites in his districts, the Society
was awarded a total of $700,000.
Much of the restoration and preservation
carpentry, plaster and masonry work was done by
students of the esteemed North Bennet Street School
as part of their training. The Historical Society did
not have to pay for their labor, just their materials.
This exceptional work, if done by established
Preservation Carpenters, would have cost in the
neighborhood of $200,000 making this almost a
million-dollar project.
The inside of the house has been restored to
the 1775 period, when it was the meeting place of the
Executive Council as well as the residence of
Edmund Fowle and his wife, Mary Cook. The outside
.ias been restored to the 1872 period, when it was

The Collections Committee - Ruth Arena, Marilynne
Roach, Pam Pinsky, Joyce Kelly & Kristen Lefebvre
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The newest member to the Collections
Committee is volunteer and Tufts University student
Kristen Lefebvre. Kristen is a graduate student at
Tufts pursuing her master’s degree in History and
Museum Studies. She has offered to assist with the
cataloging of our historic collection. The Society is
very pleased to have her on board.

We were very fortunate to have acquired
some large and very handsome bookcases from
Harvard Recycling, a surplus yard owned by Harvard
University. Our 30-odd boxes of books have been
unpacked and carefully put on the shelves.
A group of Historical Society Councilors
have been extremely busy putting the finishing
touches on the Edmund Fowle House. The public is
invited to attend our Grand Opening on Saturday,
May 17. There will be an Open House from 12:00 to
3:00 with the Opening Ceremony beginning at 11:45.

PASTPERFECT DATABASE
UPDATE - GOAL REACHED!
We are pleased to report that, through the
generosity of several of our members, we have
reached and surpassed our goal of raising $1,200 in
order to purchase a museum software package called
“PastPerfect” that will be used to catalog all of the
artifacts in our collection. Since our January 2008
newsletter appeal, we have received donations from
Sybil Campbell, Harry Parsekian, Mary and Kathleen
Nuhn, Sheila Warner and Eileen Hsu-Balzer,
bringing our total to $ 1,370.
>>
The software arrived the first week of April.
Because we are a member of AASLH (American
Association for State and Local History) we received
a discount on the software, leaving a balance of $331
in the Collections Committee Fund.
After we moved back into the house and were
unwrapping our paintings, we discovered that the
glass in our framed print of Supreme Court Justice
Benjamin Robbins Curtis was broken. Also, the paper
on the back of the frame has deteriorated extensively.
It needs to be replaced with acid-free paper. These
issued need to be attended to before it can be re-hung.
Other items needed by the Collections Committee are
acid free clear sleeving for storing historic photos and
chemically inert “magazine holders” used to store our
historic pamphlets - many of which are over 100
years old.
The $331 balance left in the Collections
Committee Fund and any money received in the
future earmarked for our committee, will be used for
purposes like this. The Historical Society does not
have a budget line-item exclusively for care of the ^
collection.

Several chairs in the South Parlor still covered with
the sheets from storage

The South Parlor with furniture and artwork in place
As we mentioned in our last newsletter, the
restoration has eliminated a small storage room and
some built-in bookcases on the first floor, and the
Collections Room on the second floor has been
restored to its 1775 size, which is about 16 square feet
smaller than it was. Most of the collection that is not
out on display is in the Collections Room. As we go
through everything to catalog items we will make
better order of what is in there. Many of our large
paintings and pictures have been hung.
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If you would like to contribute to the care of
our collection, please send your check “Attn:
Collections Committee”. All donations will be
acknowledged in the newsletter.

founding of Watertown; represents the civic efforts of
the Tercentenary in defiance of the Great Depression;
and is a significant piece of public art by Henry
Hudson Kitson.

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society of Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts since our last
newsletter, including:
From John Govoni of Waltham - a 1972
Watertown High School class ring with the initials
“WRQ” inside. Also, an 1897 Barber dime found in
the yard of the Edmund Fowle House in 1999. One of
Mr. Govoni’s hobbies is treasure hunting using a
metal detector, which is how he found these items.
From Bruce Pemberton of Newton - a cast
iron cape cod pot, once used for heating beverages
and a Bax spinning wheel.
From James Nagel of Avon, CT - a large
framed birds’ eye view of the Hood Rubber buildings
from around the 1930s (by the looks of the cars) and
a box of photos and other items from Hood Rubber.
From the Marshall Home Fund Board of
directors - a large, framed Ellen Robbins painting of
pink and white peonies. This painting hung in the
Marshall Home at 120 Mt. Auburn Street for years.
Our thanks go out to all of our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.

FOUNDER’S MONUMENT
BEING RESTORED
Watertown has been chosen by the Dept, of
Conservation and Recreation's Partnerships Matching
Funds Program to receive a grant of $35,OCX) to
restore the Founder’s Monument on Charles River
Road. The Solomon Fund will provide $17,500 of
matching funds for this project.
At the Conservation Commission meeting
on April 2, Marilynne K. Roach, a Board member
of the Historical Society of Watertown and the
Watertown Historical Commission made the
ollowing observation:
The significance of Watertown’s Founders
Monument is three-fold: it commemorates the

First of all, Sir Richard Saltonstall, whose
statue tops the monument, is represented holding the
Charter of Massachusetts Bay (the original of which
is now in the Massachusetts Archives). Because
Saltonstall managed to ensure that the settlers were
able to bring the document with them to New
England, they were able to transform what was began
as a business company (the only available legal
arrangement) to a nearly self-governing colony. (This
led to obvious problems with England but that’s
another story.)
The two bas-reliefs flanking the statue
represent Clap’s Landing (so-called) when a scouting
party of settlers encountered a seasonal fishing camp
of Algonquins near the present Perkins School for the
Blind. Whether it was in the minds of the people
responsible for the monument or not, this scene
reminds us that the indigenous inhabitants made the
first friendly move when they offered to trade a fresh
caught bass for a loaf of ship’s biscuit (the incident
on the town seal). Although the subsequent shared
history between the two peoples became more and
more unfortunate, our monument reminds us of the
Algonquins’ civility and good intentions.
The other relief depicts Rev. George Phillips
leading Watertown’s protest against taxation without
representation, the first, but not the last, in
Massachusetts. (Watertown was always contentious.)
Thus the Monument embodies events
important to the Commonwealth as a whole, not just
our one town.
Secondly, the Monument is an expression of
civic identity from the early twentieth century when

local activist G. Fred Robinson, selectman and co
author of Great Little Watertown, managed to raise
$30,000 to commission the Monument even in the
teeth of the Depression.
And thirdly the Monument is an important
piece of public art by sculptor Henry Hudson Kitson.
Bom in England, educated in Paris at the Ecole des
Beaux-Arts, and relocated to Massachusetts, Kitson
produced many well known statues: the Lexington
Minuteman by Lexington Green, the Pilgrim Maiden
in Plymouth, and Roger Conant founder of Salem by
Salem Common. (This one, in his dramatically wind
blown cloak, is often mistaken for a witch by tourists,
but that’s not who he is.) The difference between
these iconic statues, besides the fact that you can
easily see them, is that they are imagined portraits of
people whose actual appearance is no longer known.
Our Sir Richard on the other hand is an actual
likeness of the real man, modeled after an oil portrait
painted from life (though not by Rembrandt as
formerly supposed) and kept in the Saltonstall family
for generations. It now hangs in the Saltonstall
Reading Room of the George Duncan Phillips
Library of the Peabody Essex Museum in Salem. So
while the other statues are excellent, ours is the real
deal.
The present grove of trees around it are not
part of the original planting. Instead of framing the
Monument and leading the eye toward it, they have
instead come to hide it, especially in summer. Behind
this screen the stone, mortar and bronze continue to
weather and decay. The DCR’s project at least
intends to remove some trees and to plant others to
frame the Monument.
Watertown is most fortunate to have the
generous offer of a grant from the Solomon
Foundation. Unfortunately it appears to depend on a
short schedule of opportunity. If plans can not
proceed within a certain time frame the grant will be
lost and the opportunity to obtain another become
even more difficult. Meanwhile wind and weather
continue to erode the Monument.

for $1,317.71 from Borders bookstore as a result of
their “Benefit Days” event at Borders in the Atrium
Mall last October. Members of the Historical Society,
some in colonial clothing, were in the store on
October 26 and 27 passing out information about the ^
organization and answering questions about the
newly restored 1772 Edmund Fowle House at 28
Marshall Street. Coupons were distributed to
customers giving them a 10% discount on their
purchase and the Historical Society 10% of the net
sale.
Channel 5 newscaster David Brown visited
the store, made a purchase with a coupon and took a
photo with members of the Historical Society.

Audrey Jones Childs, Marilynne Roach, Channel 5
newscaster David Brown, Joyce Kelly and Bob
Childs at Borders bookstore
The Historical Society wishes to thank
Borders for their generosity in offering this
fundraising program to non-profits. The Society has
purchased a computer with the funds.

A BOOK FULL OF ECHOES
I’m sure many of you Watertown history fans
remember the “Echoes” column that Sigrid Reddy
Watson wrote for several years for the Watertown
TAB/Press newspaper beginning in 1997. Sigrid
Reddy Watson was the Director of the Watertown
Free Public Library from 1971-1989 and President of
the Historical Society of Watertown from 2001-2003.
Ms. Watson’s weekly column was about
Watertown history. She covered subjects in c lu d in g ^
Watertown during the Revolution, the Arsenal,

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BENEFITS FROM BORDERS
The Historical Society of Watertown is
pleased to report that they recently received a check
4

meeting house was located in the Common Street
Cemetery in 1775. The Governor’s Council was
meeting in the Edmund Fowle House at this time.

women’s suffrage, the Fowles, renowned local people
and buildings and houses, our many ethnic groups,
the industries that made Watertown a place to settle in
luring the 19th and early 20lh centuries, and many
mother subjects. All of these columns are now
compiled in her new book, “Watertown Echoes”,
available at bookstores everywhere (for $24.95) and
soon to be available for purchase at the Fowle House.
Sigrid now lives in Falis Church, VA, and is
still a member of the Historical Society and a lover of
Watertown history.

Bob Childs explains how a musket works to Chris
Cook, Majed Abbas and Dustin Jewers

WATERTOWN
ECHOES
A

Bob then discussed the clothing and
accoutrements that he and Karl, dressed in his
Watertown Provincial Guard uniform, were wearing.
A question and answer period followed. The students
were able to peruse the Society’s website
(www.historicwatertown.org) after the presentation.

L ook Buck at Life in a
Massachusetts Town

SIGHTf) KfI>L>Y WATSON

COLONIAL REENACTORS
VISIT HIGH SCHOOL
The Historical Society of Watertown is
working with Watertown High School Social Studies
Coordinator David Sheehan to make a connection
between the Society and the high school. In February,
Historical Society President, Karl Neugebauer and
Councilor Bob Childs, who are also 18th century
reenactors, dressed in colonial garb and visited the
high school to talk to approximately 150 sophomores
in five different history classes.
Bob Childs, dressed as an 18th century
“citizen soldier” spoke about life in Watertown in the
1770s and of the days leading up to the start of the
Revolution. Bob told the 10th graders about the
importance of Watertown during the first year-and-ahalf of the Revolutionary War when the Provincial
Congress met in the Watertown meeting house “right
outside your school”, referring to the fact that the

Historical Society President Karl Neugebauer with
sophomores Aweda Yacjubi and Megan MacDonald

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS
VISIT FOWLE HOUSE
Watertown High School Social Studies
Coordinator David Sheehan and seven teachers
recently took a tour of the newly restored Edmund
5

Fowle House. This was a great opportunity to
acquaint the Watertown history teachers with the
house and its connection to the Revolutionary War
and the emerging nation when it was the seat of the
Governor's Council.
Besides the Society’s research library, the
teachers were also shown some of the artifacts that
are in the house, such as the small cradle that is made
out of a tea cask that was thrown into the harbor
during the Boston Tea Party and Watertown’s first
ever water meter. The Historical Society is not just
about the Revolutionary War, but also about
Watertown's rich history through the years.

CHECK YOUR MAILING
LABEL
The address label on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society will now reflect
the fiscal year for which you have paid your dues.
Our fiscal year runs May 1 through April 30. If your
label reads “Apr 08 - 09” your dues are paid
through April 2009. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter, invitations to our public programs
which are held in Sept, Nov, Mar and May, plus
invitations to events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________
Em ail:______________________________________
Front row: Kraig Gustafson, Karen Washington,
Sandra Hoffman, David Mastro and Janies Buck
Back row: David Sheehan, John Rimas
Missing: Karen Kazarosian

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Benefactor
Donation

CUSTOMER’S CHOICE
Each year, the Watertown Savings Bank
helps support
local
civic
and
non-profit
organizations that make a significant contribution to
the quality of life in our community by giving away
a substantial amount of money to help these groups
continue their important work. This year 4,000
Watertown Savings Bank customers voted on the
distribution of $50,000 to 33 local community
organizations. Dollars awarded were based on the
number of votes each organization received.
We are pleased to report that the Historical
Society of Watertown received $971. Thank you to
all who voted for us and to Watertown Savings Bank
for their generosity to the many non-profit
organizations who benefited.

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00
$1,000.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Karl Huntington Ncugebauer- President
Julia Donahue - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

Councilors:
James Bean
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
Guidon Buck
E. Joyce Munger
John Horrigan
Marilynne Roach
Richard Najarian
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
Pam Pinsky
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THE EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE OPENS ITS
DOORS TO THE PUBLIC
The Historical Society of Watertown proudly
showcased the exquisite restoration o f the Edmund
Fowle House at a Grand Opening celebration on
Saturday, May 17, 2008.
After three-and-a-half years and almost a
million dollars spent, the Edmund Fowle House is
once again open to the public, but this time, with an
abundance o f secrets uncovered. For the first time in
136 years, the original layout o f this 236-year-old
house has been uncovered and it has been returned to
its former glory, when it was the meeting place of the
Governor's Council during the Revolutionary War.
The Grand Opening took several months to
plan and involved many people to make it the success
that it was. The Historical Society would like to thank
Rae Grassia and Tammi McKenna from the
Commander's Mansion and Society Councilor Jim
Bean for helping to make this event possible.

Nearly 50 colonial reenactors were on hand to
participate in the festivities. Colonial militia
representatives came from Charlestown, Concord,
Lexington, Sudbury, Waltham and Wilmington to
stand beside our own Watertown Provincial Guard.
Our Treaty Day colleague Barbara Casey attended,
dressed in traditional garb, representing our Native
American partnership in the Treaty of Watertown.
Senator Steven Tolman was on hand to cut
the ribbon - not in the traditional way, with a pair of
scissors - but with a colonial sword! It was through
the efforts o f Senator Tolman that the Historical
Society was granted money from the State to restore
the Edmund Fowle House.

President Karl Neugebauer and Bob Childs look on
as Senator Steven Tolman performs the ribbon
cutting

Reenactors in front o f the Fowle House
1

After the firing of muskets and the cutting of
the ribbon, the public was invited in to see the
magnificently restored building.

A line o f guests file into the Fowle House during the
Grand Opening
Although several items from the Historical
Society's collection are on display in the Fowle
House, the main attraction was the house that has
been closed to the public since 2001 and has been
undergoing study and restoration for the last 3 years.
Historical Society Councilors and volunteers
were excited to show the public the second floor Lshaped Council Chamber where the Governor’s
Council met during the first year-and-a-half of the
Revolutionary War and the day-to-day business of
founding a new country began. Copies of several
documents from 1775 have been obtained from the
Massachusetts State Archives and put on the tables in
the Council Chamber for visitors to read. They
include invoices pertaining to Edmund Fowle, the
Council Chamber, and the goings-on in Watertown in
1775 and 1776.

The Council Chamber on the secondfloor

The Gloucester Hornpipe and Clog Society
played 18th century music throughout the afternoon in
the South Parlor. Colonial reenactors answered
questions about the Revolutionary War and life in the
1700s. Volunteer docents answered questions about
the house and the items on display from the Society’s
collection. A tent was set up in the back yard with
tables and chairs where our guests could enjoy some
refreshments.
We wish to thank the many sponsors who
donated food, drink, entertainment and raffle prizes.
The Edmund Fowle House is now open for tours the
third Sunday o f every month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
Admission is $5.00.

MASSACHUSETTS
HISTORICAL COMMISSON
PRESERVATION AWARD
We are pleased to announce that the Edmund
Fowle House has received the 2008 Preservation
Award in Rehabilitation and Restoration from the
Massachusetts Historical Commission.
A ceremony was held on May 29 at the Mass.
Archives Building on Morrissey Blvd to honor the 12
projects or people who were chosen this year. The
Historical Society of Watertown was very proud that
the Edmund Fowle House was chosen to be among
such preservation projects as the Charles Street Jail
and Trinity Church.

Joyce Kelly, Bob Childs, Julia Donahue, Gurdon
Buck, Peggy Anderson, Karl Neugebauer, Ruth
Arena, Audrey Jones Childs and M aty Spiers at the ^
Massachusetts Historical Commission Awards

/*

celebrations and other events throughout the year.
The militia unit also does outreach to school children,
Scouts and other groups.
The Historical Society and the Bicycle and
Pedestrian Committee won the Richard Mastrangelo
Memorial Award for their historic bicycle tour and
brochure. Karl produced the brochure with text
assistance from Council members and volunteers
Pam Hubley, Joyce Kelly and Marilynne Roach. The
16-page brochure includes 10 designated stops with a
short write-up on the history of each location. The
free bicycle tour booklet is available at Town Hall,
the Library, and the Chamber of Commerce. A PDF
version can be downloaded from the WBPC website
at www.watertownbikeped.org. A map is included in
the centerfold making this a self-guided tour.
We appreciate the efforts o f the Watertown
Historical Commission in recognizing people and
projects dedicated to the preservation of Watertown’s
history.

WATERTOWN HISTORICAL
COMMISSION AWARDS
The Historical Society of Watertown was
very proud to be among the recipients of the
Watertown Historical Commission's Preservation
Awards at the Commander's Mansion on June 5.
The Historical Society was awarded the
Historic Resources Preservation Award for the
restoration o f the Edmund Fowle House. The house
has gone through a major restoration and has been
closed to the public for seven years.
Members o f the Historical Society Council
also received Historic Preservation Awards from the
Commission. President Karl Huntington Neugebauer
received the Citizenship Award for his tireless
promotion of Watertown history. He created the
Society's website (www.historicwatertown.org) and
publicizes our town’s history on blogs and other
websites throughout the country. Karl is involved in
many projects in town. He has, at his own expense,
repainted the 1630-1930 Watertown signs that are
seen by people entering Watertown.
Assistant Treasurer Audrey Jones Childs won
the Service to Youth Award for the coloring book on
Watertown history entitled, “Early Watertown - 1630
- 1776”. Audrey updated the drawings and she and a
team revised some o f the text o f this 50 year-old
teaching tool. Through donations she was able to
have the coloring book copied and put in the
grammar schools.

THERE WAS A TEA PARTY
IN WATERTOWN, TOO
Boston isn't the only place that had a
memorable tea party. Our thanks to member and
volunteer Rachel Sachs Jones for organizing our
elegant tea party that took place on June 14, 2008.

Jack Piantedosi, Richard Faherty & Maroun Aoun
The North Parlor is set lip fo r a tea party

The Watertown Provincial Guard won the
Community Spirit Award. The Provincial Guard,
representing the 7th Massachusetts and headed by
Jack Piantedosi, participates in many parades, historic

Twenty-five guests arrived to a beautifully
arranged Edmund Fowle House. Thirty-two different
3

patterned china teacups and saucers were displayed
on a long table in the restored 1772 kitchen, ready to
be filled from the two china teapots. A small table
with chairs was set up in each parlor with colorful
tablecloths. Each table had a matching flower
arrangement, courtesy of Vice President Pam Pinsky
and her garden. She even created a bowl of peonies
for the display case to match our recently acquired
peonies painting by Ellen Robbins. Rachel baked 13
dozen cookies earlier in the week - molasses,
chocolate chip and oatmeal-raisin. They were put on
lovely china plates that were on placed on each table.
A cool breeze drifted in from each open window.

But, we did give tours o f the house. Several o f
our guests had attended our Grand Opening and came
back for the tea party event in order to get a more
personal and detailed tour. They were accommodated
by Bob Childs, Joyce Kelly and Marilynne Roach.
Many questions were asked and many stories were
told about the history o f the house, the restoration
project and the artifacts on display.
Our heartfelt thanks to Rachel Sachs-Jones
for orchestrating this event. We will be planning
another tea party during the cooler weather.

VISITING HOURS
If you didn’t have a chance to stop by during
our Grand Opening or our tea party, you now have an
opportunity to see the house on the 3rd Sunday of
every month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
Our first day open to the public for regular
tours was Sunday, June 15th.

Elizabeth Woodbridge and Lourdes Alvarez enjoy tea
and cookies in the North Parlor o f the Fowle House
Several o f our guests knew each other but
hadn't seen each other in a long time. Others were
from the same neighborhood but didn't know each
other. There was lots of chatter going on. I believe
some of our guests would have been content to just sit
in the lovely surroundings and talk to each other all
afternoon - never mind a tour of the house !!
Marilynne Roach conducts a tour o f the Fowle House

REQUEST FOR DOCENTS
The Historical Society o f Watertown needs
docents to give tours, collect admission fees and for
general crowd control when the house is open for
tours the 3rd Sunday o f each month from 1:00 to
4:00 PM. We need 3 to 5 people at the house each
time it is open. If you are interested in training to be
a docent in the Edmund Fowle House, please call
Joyce at 781-899-7239.

Several guests listen to Bob Childs during a tour o f
the Council Chamber on the second floor
4

Watertown for a book signing event celebrating the
release of her book “Watertown Echoes - A Look
Back at Life in a Massachusetts Town.’’

BENJAMIN ROBBINS CURTIS
PRINT UPDATE
As reported in our last newsletter - during the
unpacking o f our paintings, we discovered that the
glass in our framed print o f Supreme Court Justice
Benjamin Robbins Curtis was broken. The paper on
the back of the frame had deteriorated extensively
and needed to be replaced with acid free paper. A
brown line was appearing in the middle of the print as
a result of acid bleeding through from the wooden
backing. These issues needed to be attended to before
it could be re-hung.

WATERTOWN
ECHOES
A Look Buck at Life in <;
MtiSiuchusrliTown

S IG R ID I’l.D D Y W A T SO N

Sigi'id Reddy Watson and her husband, Ric Terman,
at the book signing in the Watertown Public Libraiy
I’m sure many of you Watertown history fans
remember the “Echoes” column that Sigrid Reddy
Watson wrote for several years for the Watertown
TAB/Press newspaper beginning in 1997. All of these
columns are now compiled in her new book, which is
available for purchase at the Edmund Fowle House
and at bookstores everywhere (for $24.95).
Sigrid now lives in Falls Church, VA, and is
still a member o f the Historical Society and a lover of
Watertown history.

ARSENAL WALKING TOURS
Our Benjamin R. Curtis print before conservation
We wish to thank the anonymous donor who
funded the conservation o f our Benjamin Robbins
Curtis print. The conservation work was done by
Hagop’s Art Studio at 33 Belmont Street. It now has
UV glass to protect it from light, acid-free foam core
backing in place of the wood and acid-free matting. It
is hanging in the North Parlor.

WATERTOWN ECHOES
The Historical Society was very pleased to
welcome former Historical Society President / former
Library Director Sigrid Reddy Watson back to

Peggy’ Anderson and Marilynne Roach stand in the
middle o f 4 guests on a tour o f the Arsenal property’
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Historical Society Council members Peggy
Anderson, Joyce K elly, Karl Neugebauer and
Marilynne Roach led walking tours o f the buildings,
grounds and newly installed outdoor sculptures on the
Watertown Arsenal property during the Arsenal
Center for the Arts 2n° annual celebration o f “Nature
& Balance”. The outdoor sculptures w ill be on
display through October 19,2008. Maps are available
at the Arsenal Center for the Arts at 321 Arsenal
Street, Watertown.

CHECK YOUR MAILING
LABEL
The address label on the m ailings you
receive from the Historical Society w ill now reflect
the fiscal year for which you have paid your dues.
Our fiscal year runs May 1 through April 30. If your
label reads “Apr 08 - 09” your dues are paid
through April 2009. If you have an earlier date or
no date then, according to our records, you have not
paid your dues for the current fiscal year.

FOWLE FAMILY PORTRAITS
BY HENRY SARGENT

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION

The Historical Society owns two portraits by
famous artist Henry Sargent (1770-1845), who has
several paintings in the Museum o f Fine Arts. The
portraits are o f Rebecca Fow le Bradlee (Edmund's
daughter) and her husband, Joseph Putnam Bradlee.
Joseph P. Bradlee was a founder o f the Mass.
Horticultural Society and, subsequently, o f Mount
Auburn Cemetery. The portraits have been crated and
stored away in the Collections Room for years, in
need o f conservation.
Historical Society member and volunteer
Clare Murphy, who is also an appraiser and owner o f
Payson Hall Books, came by recently to have a look
at them. She brought her colleague, Levon Tokatlyan,
who does restoration and conservation work. Levon
has done work for the Museum o f Fine Arts as w ell
as many other museums.
Both experts said that they were in much
better shape than a previous assessment (done around
1990) had indicated. Som e repair work is needed on
the frames, but Levon said they are beautiful and
original to the paintings (m ost likely done in the
1830s - Joseph P. Bradlee died in 1838). The
paintings need cleaning and conservation work on
some o f the edges to bring them back to their vibrant
original condition.
Mr. Tokatlyan offered to restore our paintings
for a reduced rate. The Society is trying to raise
$1,000 toward this cost. If you would like to help us,
please send your check “A ttn: Sargent Portraits”.
The Edmund Fow le House w ill soon have a
portrait o f Edmund’s his oldest daughter, Rebecca,
hanging prominently on a w all o f the house in which
she grew up.

Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:_______
Address:_____
City, State, Zip:
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Pam Pinsky - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Maiy Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary
Peggy Anderson
Gurdon Buck
Julia Donahue
Marilynne Roach
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James Bean
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce K ellyNewsletter Editor
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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE READ
FROM COUNCIL CHAMBER WINDOW
as Elbridge Gerry - had been sent to Philadelphia to
represent Massachusetts in the Continental Congress.

The Historical Society o f Watertown was
recently contacted by fellow history buff Hue Holley
who emailed us a link to a website recounting that the
Declaration o f Independence was read from a Council
Chamber window on the 2nd floor o f the Edmund
Fowle House on July 18, 1776. The current Board
aembers were not aware o f this historic event. After
doing some research on the subject, we planned a
reenactment o f the reading on July 18, 2008.
It was about 90 degrees on the day of the
.reenactment and about 110 degrees in the Edmund
Fowle House, but we still had 80 - 100 guests show
up to listen to Bob Childs portray Executive Council
Secretary Perez Morton reading the Declaration from
the window. The public was then invited into the
Fowle House for a short tour o f the building.
Council member Marilynne K. Roach wrote
the following as an introduction to the reading. It was
read by our President, Karl H. Neugebauer.
As you probably know by now, our
headquarters - the Edmund Fowle House - was
requisitioned in April 1775 for the use o f the Council
- the executive branch - when the Massachusetts
legislature convened here during the first year and a
half o f the Revolutionary War. It was here, in an
upstairs room that the Council and several
committees carried on the day-to-day work
'ontinuing a civil government in time o f war.
Some o f the Councilors - John Hancock, John
and Samuel Adams and Robert Treat Paine, as well

President Karl Neugebauer reads an introduction
before Bob Childs, in window, reads the Declaration
1

By spring of 1776 it was evident that there
was no turning back, that Britain would not negotiate
with the rebellious colonies. By June when the
Massachusetts House asked the towns what course
they recommended, it turned out that some 2/3 of
them had already considered the question and all of
them had voted for Independence - most o f them
unanimously. As Joseph Hawley wrote from
Watertown to Elbridge Gerry, “You can not declare
Independence too soon/’
In Philadelphia that June a committee - led by
Virginian Thomas Jefferson - labored over the tone
and wording of the document that would formally
sever their allegiance to Great Britain. Congress
debated Jefferson's text for three days from July 2nd
to the 4th when Congress approved it at last. Then
John Hancock, as President o f the Continental
Congress, signed his name - reputedly saying that he
wrote it large enough for King George to read it
without his spectacles - and ordered copies to be
made by Philadelphia printer John Dunlap.

This led directly to the first international
treaty - signed in our very Council Chamber - a treaty
of friendship and co-operation between the brand new
United States (represented by Massachusetts) and a
foreign power (the Miqmak and Saint John's).
Following Hancock's orders, the town clerk
copied the text o f the document into the town records,
and on the 18th o f July the Declaration of
Independence was proclaimed to the whole town
when the Council Secretary read it from a window of
the Council Chamber.

HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY
Every year the Historical Society of
Watertown sponsors the Historical Society Award for
the best history essay submitted by a high school
student. This year students had their choice of three
themes: an individual, ethnic group or landmark in
Watertown and its significance to the town and
region.
The 1st place winner received $300, the 2nd
and 3rd place winners received $100 each. The
winners were chosen by a panel o f Historical Society
Council members. The awards were presented during
a ceremony organized by David Sheehan, Social
Studies Coordinator, on June 13 in the high school
lecture hall.

While the rest of the delegates signed the
original over several days, copies traveled to the
governments of the thirteen colonies - now states - as
fast as horse and man could go, re-printed by local
shops and in newspapers along the way. On July 16th
a copy reached the Watertown meeting house where
the legislature was negotiating a treaty of alliance
with delegates from the Miqmak and Saint John's
Indian tribes of Nova Scotia. Despite the
Declaration's harsh characterization of native tribes
who were siding with the British forces, the delegates
approved of the document's sentiments. As their
spokesman Ambrose Var put it: “We like it well.

Essay Contest winners Tovia Siegel, Bridget O Reilly
and Kiley Alpaugh
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True to his word, Theodore Parker opened a
private school (on Galen Street - Editor’s, note). He
taught eager students in original ways, bringing in
live specimens for science classes and playing games
with the students at recess. Another significant part of
Parker’s life took place in Watertown - he met his
future wife, Lydia Cabot. In 1834 Parker went to
Harvard, this time as a paying student and attended
the Divinity School where he learned twenty different
languages, principally Hebrew, German, Greek and
Latin. Though his love of teaching was great, Parker
decided to take a new, more internally focused path,
and became a minister.

Third place went to Kiley Alpaugh for her
essay on “Mount Auburn Cemetery”. Second place
went to Bridget O'Reilly for her essay on
Watertown’s Bridge.” First place went to Tovia
"“"Siegel for her essay on “Theodore Parker” which is
printed here for our members.
The Historical Society appreciates the effort
taken by the high school staff to encourage students
to develop in interest in the history o f their town. We
look forward to reading the essays every year.
THEODORE PARKER - WATERTOWN
TRANSCENDENTALIST, ABOLITIONIST,
EDUCATOR AND UNITARIAN
A person who questions and challenges the
norm generates change. A person who generates
change is remembered. Theodore Parker is
remembered as a largely self-educated scholar,
Unitarian preacher, and Transcendentalist thinker.
Parker’s daily actions, such as his rejection o f the
clerical uniform as a symbol of “false authority,”
demonstrated his alternative views. But Theodore
Parker questioned tradition and defied convention in
more ways than his dress. His alternate ways ol
caching and skepticism about the Bible earned him a
reputation as a liberal who challenged what he was
told.
Parker is said to have discovered his
conscience in 1814 when, at age four, he misbehaved
and heard a voice in his head saying, “It is wrong”.
This was the first indication o f a strong moral will
that Parker would retain throughout his life. This will
was tested quickly when his parents and seven of his
nine siblings died by the time he was twenty-seven.
Instead o f blaming God, Parker believed the soul was
immortal and that God would do no harm. Parker had
gone to school on and off until seventeen when he
became a public school teacher around the Boston
area. After teaching, Parker went back to learning,
this time at Harvard. He passed the examination to
get in, but couldn't pay the tuition, so instead he read
the entire curriculum on his own. In 1831, Parker
came to Watertown. Legend has it that he walked into
the extensive library of liberal pastor Convers Francis
and said, “I am told that you welcome young people,
and I am come to ask if you will be kind to me and
’-'elp me, for I have come to Watertown to try and
^eep a school. I long for books, and I long to know
how to study.”

Theodore Parker 1810 - 1860
True to his scholarly roots, Parker chose a
parish in West Roxbury because it was close to many
libraries. He questioned traditional Bible-based
Unitarianism by examining the plausibility of the
miracles of the Old Testament. Parker even wrote a
letter to a conservative Unitarian leader bringing up
the issue under the pseudonym “Levi Blodgett”.
Parker was recognized around Boston for his
sermons, and developed a reputation as a
controversial thinker. As Parker questioned the
legitimacy of biblical stories, he began to be inspired
instead by modem thinkers around him. Parker saw
that his views closely matched those of
Transcendentalists, who believed that all men were
equally divine, but the divinity comes from within,
not from organized religions. Theodore Parker
realized that he had been a Transcendentalist
unknowingly for much of his life. With Parker's
newfound belief system came others who shared his
beliefs, and his social circle expanded to include
3

prominent thinkers Ralph Waldo Emerson and
Nathaniel Hawthorne. Significant intellectual and
social figures of the time began to worship at Parker’s
parish, including William Lloyd Garrison, Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, and Louisa May Alcott.
Parker developed contradictory ideas about
race. He believed that Anglo-Saxons were superior to
all other races, but also became a leading abolitionist.
He protested the Fugitive Slave Act in Boston, and
supported the integration of schools and churches.
Parker also developed political ideas arising from
Transcendentalism after a trip to Europe. With Daniel
Webster, he coined the description of a government
that was a true democracy “of the people, by the
people, for all the people," taken years later by
Abraham Lincoln in his Gettysburg Address, and still
memorized by thousands of students in history
classes today.
By this now well known phrase, Parker was
saying that government was simply an expression of
the minds of all American people. Parker dreamed of
a democracy that was based on people’s work and
character instead of their social standing. While he
did not think that the United States achieved this, he
believed the country came close.
As a
Transcendentalist, Parker sought elimination of
poverty, and greatly supported the W omen's Suffrage
Movement. As a strong believer in personal choice,
Parker thought that Southerners had the right to
secede. At the same time, he supported John Brown's
violent abolition strategies. Parker even had a secret
meeting with Brown in Boston where Brown told
Parker his plans. Parker predicted that Brown would
not succeed, but supported him anyway. Like all
abolitionists, Parker was opposed to the KansasNcbraska Act of 1854 that would allow the Kansas
and Nebraska territories to choose whether or not to
allow slavery. After years in the Abolition
Movement, Parker decided politics alone could not
solve the slavery crisis and actually bought weapons
for Union militias. He predicted a Civil War in
America’s future.
Theodore Parker had strong views on politics
and religion and voiced his views. This led to an
exciting and ever-changing life for a man who took
advantage of all the opportunities he was presented
with. It is only fair that Parker's life was filled with
passion and meaning, because it was so short. Parker
only lived to fifty, when he died in Florence, Italy of
complications from tuberculosis.

It can be argued that it is better to live a short
but influential life than it is to live a long meaningless
one. Parker probably believed this because he threw
himself into so many causes he valued throughout his
life, regardless of what his religion or even the law
said should be done. By thinking outside the box,
Theodore Parker left his mark on the students he
taught in school, the Unitarian worshipers he
preached to, the Transcendentalist followers he
taught, the slaves he helped escape, the movements
he supported, the town in which his career began Watertown - and the United States.

THE MUSE OF THE
REVOLUTION
The Historical Society o f Watertown was
very excited to host a program presented by Nancy
Rubin Stuart, author o f a new biography o f Mercy
Otis Warren, entitled “The Muse o f the Revolution The Secret Pen o f Mercy Otis Warren and the
Founding o f a Nation”.

Joyce Kelly, standing with Nancy Rubin Stuart, holds
a copy o f Ms. Stuart’s latest book
The Historical Society has eagerly been
waiting to host this program since first hearing about
Ms. Stuart’s new book almost 2 years ago. Mercy
holds a special place in the heart of this Historical
Society. Mercy's husband, James Warren, was
President of the Provincial Congress and lived in the
4
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Society’s Edmund Fow le House, o ff and on, during
the first year-and-a-half o f the Revolutionary War. As
a result, Mercy visited the Fow le House on several
4 ccasions, one o f them accompanied by their son,
^ W in slow .
Mercy Otis had a brilliant mind and a strong
personality. She put her thoughts and opinions down
on paper, getting her ideas through to the population
by publishing a series o f satirical plays during the
years leading up to and during the American
Revolution. Her 3-volum e history o f the American
Revolution was published in 1805. Mercy wrote
drafts o f the events in this book near the tim e o f the
events described. It was completed about 4 years
before publication. She was an eyew itness to these
events and personally acquainted with the Patriot
leaders.
Author N ancy Rubin Stuart has extensively
researched the correspondence and published writings
o f M ercy Otis Warren. Many o f the segm ents o f
Mercy’s letters included in Ms. Stuart’s book have
never been published before.
‘T h e M use o f the Revolution” is for sale by
the Historical Society at the Fow le House and at your
local bookstores. The price is $28.95 plus tax.

behalf o f America’s collections,” said Anne-Imelda
Radice, Director o f IMLS. “According to a recent
national survey, our important collections are at great
risk, and without them, the American story simply
cannot be told to future generations.”
The Historical Society o f Watertown is being
awarded this essential set o f resources based on an
application describing the needs and plans for care o f
its collections. The IMLS B ookshelf focuses on
collections typically found in history or art museums
and in libraries' special collections, with an added
selection o f texts for zoos, aquaria, public gardens,
and nature centers. It addresses such topics as the
philosophy and ethics o f collecting, collections
management and planning, emergency preparedness,
and culturally specific conservation issues.
The IMLS B ookshelf is a crucial component
o f Connecting to Collections: A Call to Action, a
conservation initiative that the Institute launched in
2006. IMLS began the initiative in response to a 2005
study by Heritage Preservation documenting the dire
state o f the nation’s collections. The multi-faceted,
multi-year initiative shines a nationwide spotlight on
the needs o f America’s collections, especially those
held by smaller institutions, which often lack the
human and financial resources necessary to
adequately care for their collections.
A study entitled, “A Public Trust at Risk: The
Heritage Health Index Report on the State o f
America’s Collections” concluded that:

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
AWARDED THE
CONNECTING TO
COLLECTIONS BOOKSHELF
Treasured objects and artifacts held by the
Historical Society o f Watertown w ill be preserved for
future generations with help from the IMLS
Connecting to C ollections Bookshelf, a core set o f
conservation books, D V D s, and online resources
donated by the Institute o f Museum and Library
Services (IMLS), the primary source o f federal
funding o f the nation’s museums and libraries. IMLS
and its cooperator, the American Association for
State and Local History (AASLH), w ill award a total
o f 3,000 free sets o f the IMLS B ookshelf by the end
o f 2009.
“W e are very pleased to announce the
ecipients o f the IMLS B ookshelf in the second round
*df competition. These libraries, museums, and
archives are in the forefront o f our call to action on

•

190 m illion
treatment,

objects

need

conservation

•

65 percent o f collecting institutions have
damaged collections due to improper storage,

•

80 percent o f collecting institutions lack an
emergency plan for their collections and
trained staff to carry it out, and

•

40 percent o f institutions have no funds
allocated in their annual budget for
preservation and conservation.

Most recipients have small budgets and staff,
and have demonstrated an urgent need for this
permanent resource.
The Historical Society o f Watertown is very
grateful to the IMLS for awarding us these valuable
tools that w ill guide us in caring for our collections.
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the fiscal year for which you have paid your dues.
Our fiscal year runs May 1 through April 30. If your
label reads “Apr 08 - 09" your dues are paid
through April 2009. If you have an earlier date or
no date then, according to our records, you have not
paid your dues for the current fiscal year.

COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT
GRANT
Earlier this year, because of money provided
by Harvard University and O'Neill Properties,
nonprofit organizations in Watertown were invited to
apply for charitable awards. Grant Writer and Asst.
Treasurer Audrey Jones Childs submitted an
application on behalf of the Society.
The Historical Society was awarded $2,500.
We wish to thank Harvard University and
O'Neill Properties for their generous contribution to
all of the community-minded organizations in
Watertown and the Award Committee for their
consideration of our application. This award will help
tremendously in supplementing our Community
Outreach and Educational budget.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________
Email:

PRESIDENT HONORED
Historical Society President Karl Huntington
Neugebauer was awarded the Certificate of Superior
Achievement by the Councilors of the Historical
Society at our Annual Meeting in May.

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Pam P insky- Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

Joyce Kelly presents the award to Karl Neugebauer
Karl was recognized for making a significant
contribution to the work of the Society, its valuable
property, and the community o f Watertown .

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Gurdon Buck
Julia Donahue
Marilynne Roach

CHECK YOUR MAILING
LABEL
The address label on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society will now reflect
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James Bean
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce K ellyNewsletter Editor
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ELLEN ROBBINS (1828 - 1905)
A WATERTOWN ARTIST
Watertown residents may be surprised to
discover the many prominent people who called
Watertown their home. Ellen Robbins (1828 - 1905)
was a well-known 19th century watercolorist who was
bom, grew up and lived in Watertown most o f her
life. Ms Robbins specialized in natural subjects,
especially flowers. She had a lucrative career selling
:er paintings and teaching students in Boston. She
also painted on china.
Ellen Robbins was bom in 1828 and lived on
Pleasant Street near the dam by the Charles River.
She was the youngest o f seven children and describes
herself as a “weakly” child for she was bom with
what she describes as a “lame foot”. Her father died
when she was two years old, leaving the family in
financial difficulty. Shortly before this time, her
father James’ small soap factory had burned down.
Ms. Robbins has written a good deal about
her life and about living in Watertown. She wrote
several articles around the turn o f the last century
about what Watertown was like “hi The Old Times”
that were published in the Watertown newspaper The
Enterprise. In 1896 she wrote a two-part article called
“Reminiscences o f a Flower Painter” for New
England Magazine. Information from that article is
used here for this newsletter article, as are her quotes.
From her earliest recollections she always had
an eye for color and “looked at the juice o f beets with
longing to utilize that rich crimson.” Her first box of
aints was bought for her, while still a young girl, by
her aunt. Ellen admits that she never had the ability to
draw figures, though she often did when she was
younger, perhaps for the chance to use a wide variety

of colors to paint an apron or a bow on a figure’s
dress.
As she began to grow up she was expected,
along with the rest of her sisters, to contribute
something for the support o f the family. This was
accomplished in the way o f needlework. Ellen did not
enjoy needlework and longed for the end of the
workday as she often planned to use the last bit of
daylight for her painting.

Ellen Robbins painting in her studio (from a
photograph by J. Appleton Brown)
She soon began studying informally with a
cousin’s governess who taught drawing from
lithographs, mostly o f bridges and guide-posts. Some
time later she was given two lessons in papier mache
painting by Maria White (who later married James
Russell Lowell). Ellen felt that this “taste o f the fine
arts only stirred in my breast a determination to do
something that would be a credit to me.” She was

encouraged to continue to practice painting by several
friends and relatives who took an interest in her
painting. As she grew older she yearned for a chance
to receive formal instruction in watercolors.
From a very young age, Ellen had a great
appreciation of the beauty of nature. She especially
loved wildflowers. She spent every spring for a
number o f years in Orford, New Hampshire, visiting
with her mother’s cousins. One day she “went into
the woods, brought home the wild flowers and
painted them the way they looked to me.”
Her cousin suggested that Ellen be sent to the
School of Design on Summer Street in Boston. After
spending a year there she studied at the Merrimac
Printworks. She attempted to draw designs for the
Pacific Mills in Watertown and the Manchester
Printworks. Drawing designs for fabrics was
something Ellen could not master. The company
agent told her “my trying to design was like an
apothecary’s boy trying to practise medicine.” (In
later years that same agent’s wife took lessons from
her in watercolors.)
She decided to give up trying to design for
fabrics and “paint pictures that would be attractive
enough to find a sale.” She began studying with
Stephen Salisbury Tuckerman’s School o f Design. At
this point she had never painted a flower in water
colors. When she left Mr. Tuckerman’s school she
was “able to draw flowers with ease, and to color
them.” She was 20 years old.
She began to pick flowers and paint them.
She painted spring flowers as they came and had
them bound in books of twenty pages. They sold for
$25 per book. (One was purchased by Marchioness
de La Vallette, who was a niece of Edmund Fowle’s
and was living in Paris.) She painted autumn leaves,
bound them in books, and sold them as well. It was at
this time that Ellen felt her “good fortune had begun.”
Ellen was invited to exhibit some o f her
paintings in the Studio Building in Boston. Several
people asked if she gave lessons in painting. She did
not feel that she had sufficient talent and knowledge
to teach, but she agreed to teach a class of seven
students. This led to a great demand for her as an
instructor and she found herself giving lessons in
private homes at $ 150 per session.
At the urging o f Margaret Foley, the sculptor,
Ellen approached Mr. Doll of Soule’s store on
Summer Street in Boston and asked if he would be
interested in displaying and selling some o f her
flower paintings in his store. She recounts, “So one
morning I found myself in the picture store, trembling

at my boldness in offering my paintings...” After
looking at them he happily agreed to take them.
Within 10 days they had all sold and Ellen was asked
to bring in more. Rev. Henry Ward Beecher was her
foremost patron (brother o f Harriet Beecher Stowe,
author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin).
She now had to keep up with the demand of
her clientele. She took a studio in the Lawrence
Building on the comer o f West and Tremont Streets,
where she could teach classes in addition to keeping
her private lessons. She, herself, began taking lessons
in oil painting. Ellen was busier than she could ever
have imagined. “My pictures were in great demand,
and everything seemed to help me, for I was almost
alone in the painting o f flowers, and had relatives
who were interested in my success, helping in a
financial way, which is so important when one is
staring out.”

“Daisies ” painted on a china plate is on display at
the Fowle House and owned by the Historical Society
It was at this time that she decided to paint a
set o f bedroom furniture. It was painted with poppies,
morning glories and ferns while the background was
black then shellacked. This project was carried out at
her house in Watertown. It was displayed in Mr.
Doll’s store and purchased by Rev. Henry Ward
Beecher for $ 1,000.
Soon after her cousin, Wellesley College
founder Henry Fowle Durant, (who was a grand
nephew of Edmund Fowle’s) asked her to paint the
frieze in the “Browning Room” at the college. “It was
a difficult thing to do”, Ellen reported but Durant was
quite satisfied with the result. (This room is gone.)

Ellen continued to paint flowers of all kinds.
The public loved the results and purchased them
eagerly. She taught and maintained three studios, one
)eing at 6 Beacon Street. “My flowers were bought
by people in California and indeed all over the
country.”
She decided to try “fresh pastures”, traveling
to Bar Harbor, Maine. She loved the area and, after
two summers spent in a hotel, decided to build a
studio. She continued to paint and sell her paintings
there for many years.
She then moved on to the Isles o f Shoals,
Appledore, off the coast o f New Hampshire, where
she had spent several summers. She and poet/writer
Celia Thaxter (another one-time Watertown resident)
were friends. Flowers in Ms. Thaxter’s garden were
the subject o f many o f Ellen’s paintings, which also
sold readily to the public.
In 1873, Ellen and her sister, Martha, went to
Europe. They traveled to England, France, Germany
and Switzerland. She always carried her sketchbook
with her and painted as often as she could. Ellen
continued traveling in the United States and found
natural beauty everywhere she went - and painted it.

with starting the American greeting card industry)
and sold to a wider audience.
In 1893, Rev. Edward Rand, pastor of the
Church of the Good Shepherd and President of the
Historical Society from 1891 to 1903 remarked that
Miss Robbins’ paintings “were so natural the bees
might light on them.”
Ellen Robbins died in 1905. Her cremated
remains are buried in Common Street Cemetery.
Ms. Robbins’ paintings can be seen all over
the country, including at art museums in New York,
Denver, Brooklyn, Pennsylvania, Indianapolis,
Richmond, Birmingham and Worcester and upstairs
in our own Watertown Free Public Library.
The Historical Society o f Watertown owns a
large collection o f Ellen Robbins’ work and it is
currently on exhibit at the Edmund Fowle House at
28 Marshall Street. The house is open for tours the
third Sunday o f the month from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
Recently one o f our Council members
attended a local indoor yard sale and was thrilled to
come across a painting o f pansies done by Ellen
Robbins. It is in need o f restoration - matting, framing
and cleaning. There is no money in the budget for
collections restoration. If you are interested in helping
us restore this painting, please send your check Attn:
Ellen Robbins Pansies Restoration.

Last year, Joyce Kelly, Marilynne Roach and Ruth
Arena received Ellen Robbins’ “Peonies”, donated to
the Historical Society o f Watertown by the Marshall
Home Fund Board o f Directors.

Ellen Robbins ’ “Pansies ” in need o f restoration

In 1876 Ellen exhibited her paintings at the
“'entennial Exposition in Philadelphia. Many o f her
"wildflower paintings were reproduced as color
lithographs by Louis Prang and Co. (who is credited

PRESIDENT’S AWARD
The Historical Society o f Watertown held
their 2008 Holiday Party at Verona’s Restaurant in
Watertown Square again this year. The festively
dressed group o f 26 Councilors and volunteers dined
on a delicious Italian buffet and enjoyed each other’s

company. President Karl Huntington Neugebauer
recognized two o f our volunteers by presenting them
with the 2008 President’s Award.
liana Hardesty and John Emery answered a
request for volunteers that was sent out in July 2007.
With little supervision, they took over the task of
creating our program flyers and notifying the
newspapers about our upcoming events. They also
took on the seemingly-never-ending task of
organizing and overseeing our MANY mailings,
including adjusting to the nuances o f our new non
profit status mailing process.
liana and John have been fun, hard working,
dedicated volunteers and have helped out immensely
for over a year.

House, which re-opened its doors to the public just
seven months ago. This fall was our busiest ever.
BELMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY TOUR
On October 19 the Historical Society was
pleased to welcome thirteen members o f the Belmont
Historical Society for an in-depth tour o f the Edmund
Fowle House.

Members o f the Belmont Historical Society
KAMINSKI ANTIQUES APPRAISAL
On October 22 Kaminski Auctioneers in
Beverly, MA sponsored an antiques appraisal at the
Edmund Fowle House. The public was invited to
bring along their collectables and antiques for an
evaluation by Mary Westcott. Attendees totally
enjoyed this educational and informative event.
John Emery and liana Hardesty received the 2008
President’s Award from Karl H. Neugebauer
Due to other commitments on their time, liana
and John are no longer able to take care o f these
tasks. The Council o f the Historical Society wishes to
thank them for all they have done for us.
These volunteer positions need to be filled. If
you are interested in taking over any of the tasks that
were done by liana and John, please call Joyce at
781-899-7239.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY HAS
A VERY BUSY FALL
The Historical Society continues to offer
many types of programs to the public throughout the
year. Several of these events were held at the Fowle

Mary Westcott o f Kaminski Auctioneers and Vice
President Pam Pinsky
SAM ADAMS BEER TASTING
On October 25 Boston Beer, brewers of
Samuel Adams Beer, sponsored a beer tasting in the
Council Chamber o f the Edmond Fowle House.

Grant Wood o f Boston Beer presented a talk
and a tasting o f five varieties o f Sam Adams beer to a
very appreciative audience. Assorted goodies were
available for guests to munch on. Historical Society
Councilor Marilynne Roach spoke briefly about the
real patriot, Sam Adams. Her talk is printed here for
your enjoyment.

Bob Childs, Pam Pinsky, Grant Wood, Marilynne
Roach and K arl Huntington Neugebauer
Samuel Adams, 1722-1803 - political
ictivist, eventual governor o f Massachusetts, and
iong-time thorn in the side o f the British authorities
- actually did frequent the Edmund Fowle House
when, as a member o f the Council, he and the others
met upstairs in the early days o f the Revolution,
technically committing treason.
Sam also actually made beer. He inherited a
brewery from his father, a politically active
entrepreneur who provided his son with a Harvard
education. This fitted Sam to be a gentleman but
there were few openings for that. His mother hoped
he’d become a minister but while Sam enjoyed
public speaking he felt no call to a religious life. He
tried learning how to be a merchant but life all day
in a counting house was not for him. So his father
put him in charge o f the family brewery - on
Purchase St. in Boston right next to their home - a
microbrewery by today’s standards. Neighbors saw
Sam lugging sacks o f malt around and dubbed him
“Sam the Maltster.”
His father and some colleagues tried to start
a bank but because they didn’t go through the
channels London required, the British authorities
■■'shut them down and Adams Sr. lost his shirt. This
gave his son the focus he needed to begin a career
agitating
for
local
rule
and,
eventually,
independence.

Sam paid so much attention to politics that
he lost his brewery for mounting debts. When he
was chosen as a delegate to the (illegal) Continental
Congress in Philadelphia, his friends all chipped in
and bought him a decent suit for the occasion so he
wouldn’t embarrass them.
When the local legislature became too
uncooperative with the British authorities British
military Governor Thomas Gage dissolved the
elected legislature and appointed loyal subjects. The
rebels met anyway in places like Concord which is
what they were doing when the War of
Independence began. Sam and fellow delegate John
Hancock had to hide in the woods while the April
19th battles raged. Then, once the British army was
besieged in Boston, the legislature moved here to
Watertown - the main body working in the meeting
house that was in the burying ground at the comer
o f the present Mt. Auburn and Common Streets, and
the council in Edmund Fowle’s nearby house.
Because the upstairs was unfinished the Council
was able to complete the available apace and make
as big a room as possible.
So Sam Adams and John Hancock, cousin
John Adams and others ran the war from Fowle’s
house until they left for the Continental Congress in
Philadelphia. The rest o f the council & innumerable
committees remained and everyone seemed to pass
through at one time or another in the year and a half
the government was headquartered here.
After a brief return to Massachusetts in
August o f 1775 (and to Watertown o f course) Sam
and cousin John headed back to Pennsylvania.
During that trip John taught Sam how to ride a
horse, a necessary skill learned with the help of a
custom-made pair o f padded flannel underdrawers.
(You do what you have to do for your country.)
THE ENRAGED GENERAL GAGE

Michael Lepage as General Thomas Gage

On November 12, reenactor Michael Lepage
portrayed General Thomas Gage for members of the
Historical Society and the public at the Watertown
Library. General Gage was Royal Governor of
Massachusetts and commander of British forces in
North America between 1763 and 1775. Mr. Lepage
presented General Gage’s version of the events
leading up to the outbreak o f the American
Revolution, which is seldom heard.
SECOND ANNUAL HISTORY FESTIVAL
On November 15 the Historical Society was
part o f the 2nd Annual History Festival, organized
by past Historical Society Councilor John Horrigan
and held at the Hibernian Hall.

Hot cider, coffee, soda, pizza, cookies and
other snacks were available for sale and helped
people keep up their energy through the 4-hour event.
Congratulations and thanks go to John and his
wife, Jen, for the excellent job they did on this affair.
A good time was had by all. The third annual
New England History Festival is scheduled for
Saturday, November 14, 2009 at the Hibernian Hall.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip:_______________________________
Email:

History Festival Volunteer Ian Bangs stands with Jen
and John Horrigan at the entrance to the hall
Several other groups were in attendance,
including the Waltham Historical Society, the
Lexington Minutemen, the National Archives and
Records Administration and the 54th Mass. Glory
Brigade, who will be in attendance at the
inauguration in Washington D.C. this month. These
organizations set up displays, passed out information
about themselves, and sold books, maps and other
items. They also answered many questions put to
them from the public.
The keynote speaker this year was Stephanie
Schorow, who spoke about the subject of the book
she just wrote - the Brinks Robbery. Other speakers
included James Hogan as a 1775 Parson, Julia
Donahue as Mother
Goose, Linda Palmer as a Puritan
iL
Woman, the 54 Regiment on Fort Wagner, and
David Smith on the Civil War in New England. John
Horrigan spoke for several 5-minute intervals on
unusual New England phenomena.

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Benefactor
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00
$1,000.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Pam Pinsky - Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Gurdon Buck
Julia Donahue
Marilynne Roach

James Bean
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly Newsletter Editor
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY LAUNCHES
“FIRST WEDNESDAYS”
VOLUNTEER NIGHTS
I have been with the Historical Society of
Watertown for 15 years and cannot think of a more
exciting time to be involved. The nearly $1 million
restoration of the 1772 Edmund Fowle House has
)een completed and the house is a jewel. We re
opened our doors on May 17, 2008 in a whole new
light. We have an incredible story to tell - not just the
story of this important Revolutionary War house and
what happened in it, but the story of your town Watertown! But, we need your help.
The Board of the Historical Society is made
up entirely of volunteers. We volunteer because we
love our town and are committed to educating the
public about its history. The renovation of the
Society’s Edmund Fowle House will enable us to tell
newly discovered stories about the house itself as
well as display the many artifacts we have been
collecting since 1888. It will also give us a new venue
for some of our programming and enable us to invite
school children and the public to the house for living
history demonstrations.
We have several volunteers working on
different projects. Kristen Lefebvre, Olivia Kadiff
and David Russo have been a tremendous help on our
Collections Committee, and we have recently been
joined by Lynne O ’Connell. Lynne is also creating a
database from our Veteran’s Grave Registration
Cards. These cards include military service and burial
information for soldiers buried in Watertown from
the time period o f the Colonial wars to World War 1.

American Legion Post 99 donated three boxes of
these index cards to us when it disbanded. There are
probably 3000 veterans named on them. We hope to
get this database put on our website when it is
completed so the public may search it when doing
research on veterans or members of their families.

Collections Committee Volunteers Lynne O ’Connell,
Kristen Lefebvre and David Russo
The Edmund Fowle House is open for tours
on the third Sunday of each month. We have two
“house docents in training” - Tom Melone and Maria
McDermott. Tom and Maria have been “shadowing”
Historical Society Councilors for a few months
during house tours in order to see different styles and
hear different information given by each tour guide.

We have recently stepped up the training sessions and
predict that you will soon be seeing Tom and Maria
giving tours on the third Sunday of the month.

A few questions per month come in through
our website or answering machine asking about many
different things. We have recently been asked about
the construction and use of the Steamship Watertown
and for information about and a photo of the Grant
School. There are many resources to consult in the
Historical Society library, on the Public Library and
Town websites and in other venues, to find answers
to these and other questions.
2. Research for Walking Tours Although Watertown is only 4 square miles,
we have many neighborhoods and historic sites to
explore. In 1982, an Historic Resources Inventory
was conducted. This inventory includes a narrative on
the development of each section of town as well as a
description of many of the buildings and the people
who owned or occupied them. We would like to
develop several neighborhood tours, much like the
one we did of a section o f the East End a few years
ago. Long-time residents of Watertown could
certainly contribute a great deal more of recent
history for these tours.
We would also like to develop a walking tour
of the Common Street Cemetery. Watertown citizens
would recognize many o f the names o f people buried
there today, from Royal Gilkey, owner of a
lumberyard in the 19lh century to famous architect
Charles Brigham.
3. Write captions for items on display in the
Edmund Fowle House The Historical Society has been collecting
items since 1888. Artifacts o f all types, from spinning
wheels to paintings, are on display in every room of
the Edmund Fowle House. A short write-up about the
item and how it was used, or about the painting/artist
would enhance a visit to the Edmund Fowle House
and add to the visitor’s knowledge of history.
4. Collections research The Collections Committee has begun the
process o f cataloging the extensive collection of
artifacts in the Edmund Fowle House. Unfortunately,
most of the items have no paperwork associated with
them. We do not know who gave them to the
Historical Society or when we got them. We now
have a Collections Policy and are documenting this
information for new donations. However, to
effectively document some accessioned items, new
and old, a full background story would give much
more meaning to the artifact and would help when ^ J
creating exhibits. For instance, we recently received a
donation of a milk bottle that says “Green Meadow

“House docents in training” Maria McDermott and
Tom Meione
For many years, book dealer and genealogist
Clare Muiphy has been answering genealogical
requests for the Historical Society, and donating the
fee she charges for the service to us. More recently,
Clare has been advising us on the care of our books.

Clare Murphy shows the certificate o f appreciation
she received from the Society in 2005.
We need more volunteers to help us. We are
organizing a Volunteers Night that will meet for
about two hours on the first Wednesday of every
month (hence the name, “First Wednesdays”) to
work with us on a variety of interesting projects.
Here are some of the projects we have in mind:
1. Answer inquiries 2

Farms, Watertown, Mass”. Research needs to be done
on where the farm was located, who owned it, what
years it was in operation, etc.
>. Transcribe Historical Society meeting minutes We are in possession of all of our meeting
minutes, dating back to 1888.1 have transcribed them
up through 1891. They tell a fascinating story, not
just about the development and work of the Historical
Society, but also about the era they were written. The
minutes I transcribed told about day-trips the Society
took to different places on “barges” pulled by horse
teams, described the landscapes they rode through
and marveled at the newly developed Back Bay, built
on made land.
6. Transcribe Executive Council meeting minutes
While the house was being restored, a few
members o f the Board went into the Massachusetts
State Archives to find documents relating to the
Executive Council meeting in the Edmund Fowle
House during the 1775-1776 period. We found many
invoices relating to “outfitting” the Council Chamber
and documents related to what was going on in
Watertown during those early days of the
Revolutionary War.
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speak, would be invaluable, as they will give us a
much clearer picture of what kinds of decisions were
being made by the Council upstairs in the Councilor
Chamber of the Fowle House. We may even be able
to turn some of these minutes into short vignettes that
could be portrayed by some of our reenactors. This
would contribute greatly in helping the public and the
Historical Society to understand what transpired in
the Edmund Fowle House.
Although it seems very difficult to decipher
the handwriting and vernacular of the 18th century,
you would be quite surprised to discover how quickly
one gets used to the writing style.
7. Research members of the Executive Council There were twenty-eight members of the
Executive Council that included many famous men
such as John Hancock, John Adams, Sam Adams and
James Otis. But, it also included many not-so-famous
men such as Joseph Palmer, Azor Ome, Samuel
Holton and Moses Gill. We would like to put together
a 3-ring binder containing information on each of the
members of the Executive Councilor.
These were not obscure men. In their time
they were very well known and highly regarded
individuals. Most towns have published their town’s
history and information regarding their distinguished
citizens can be found in these books. Recently,
Historical Society Council member Marilynne Roach
found a write-up of Executive Council member
Moses Gill in the Princeton, MA town history.
Computer search engines and Google Books are
invaluable resources for his kind o f information.
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An example o f a document that was transcribed Edmund F ow le’s petition fo r payment fo r use o f his
house and damage done to his furniture was one o f
the documents uncovered at the Mass. State Archives

The Samuel Holton House in Danvers, MA

We were very excited to find that the
Archives had the Executive Council meeting minutes
^on microfilm. Marilynne Roach began the
transcription of these minutes and has done about 35
pages. Getting these minutes “down on paper”, so to

This summer, quite by accident, a few Board
members were touring 17,h century historic houses in
Danvers and came across the 1670 house of
Executive Council member Samuel Flolton. We took
3

a tour and some pictures of the house as well as
traded information with the staff. The photos will be
added to the 3-ring binder.
8. Oral History Project Many Historical Societies have established
oral history archives by interviewing residents, young
and old, regarding what they remember about
growing up in their town. Questions are asked
regarding what the neighborhood looked like, who
their neighbors were, what businesses were nearby,
what they did for recreation, etc. This is a good way
to capture the not-so-distant past that one day will be
the distant past.
We would also like to explore the diverse
nature of Watertown and document the immigration
experience.
9. Yard w orkThe grounds of the Edmund Fowle House
have been beautifully landscaped as part of our
restoration project. Lovely dowers and plantings
surround the house. Historical Society President Karl
Neugebauer planted a wonderful herb garden along
the walkway. As those of you with green thumbs
know, there is a lot of upkeep involved in maintaining
a garden - weeding, watering, pruning, grass cutting,
etc. Our Grounds Committee is looking for
volunteers to help with upkeep.
10. “Handy Man” tasks There are always little projects that need
doing around the Edmund Fowle Flouse. Although
we moved back in a year ago, there are still a few
basics that need to be addressed. For instance, there
was not enough money in the restoration budget to
complete the new Visitor’s Center or the tiny
kitchenette. The Visitor’s Center is the first place
our visitors see and it is not a very attractive room
at the moment. We would like to outfit it with
cabinets for storage of items for sale and shelving to
display the books and other items we have for sale.
The kitchenette also needs cabinets and
shelving for storage of items and supplies.
We would like to set up a workshop in the
basement. We have lots of tools and equipment for
household chores and yard work, but we need an
organized space in the basement to store everything.
If you are interested in working on any of
these projects, please contact Joyce Kelly at 781899-7239 or joycekel@ aol.com. Maybe you have
some ideas of your own that you could share with
us and we could work together to make these
dreams a reality. Our first “First W ednesday” will

actually be a 2nd Wednesday, June 10 at 6:00
(due to a scheduling conflict) at the Edmund Fowle
House at 28 Marshall Street. Please give me a call
and come by to see what is going on.

RENT THE FOWLE HOUSE
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT
Built in 1772, the Edmund Fowle House is
the second oldest surviving house in Watertown. At
the beginning of the American Revolution it served as
headquarters for the executive branch of the
Massachusetts government from June 1775 to
September 1776. Not only did Sam Adams, John
Adams, James Otis, Joseph Warren and other patriots
meet in this place, but the nation’s first international
treaty was signed here by representatives of the brand
new United States and the MikMak and St. John
Indians of Nova Scotia.

The South Parlor o f the Edmund Fowle House decked
out fo r a party
Returned to its former glory by a thorough,
prize-winning restoration, the Edmund Fowle House
is both a museum and headquarters for the Historical
Society of Watertown. Available for small group
rentals, this historic setting is suitable for social
celebrations or corporate events.
The first floor is available at $125. an hour,
two hours minimum, and accommodates 35 to 40
people. An event manager will be on site for the
duration o f your rental period to greet your guests and
assist with vendor coordination of setup and
breakdown. Historical reenactment characters are also
available to act as greeters and tour guides, if desired.
4

Please call the Commander’s Mansion office at 617926-7755 for details and a complete list of guidelines.

that they “find out where places of historical interest
are located in or near your town or city.”

CUB SCOUTS VISIT THE
EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society of Watertown has
recently received several donations, including:
From Barbara Sheehan - Four books
pertaining to Watertown and its history.
From Phyllis Di Andrea of Waltham - a small
statue commemorating “St. Patrick’s, Watertown”, a
paperweight with photo of the Soldier’s Monument
inside, and a copy of “Rubbing Off Flistory" - a book
on gravestone nibbing that Phyllis authored.
From former Historical Society President
Sigrid Reddy Watson of Falls Church, VA - Two
awards from Watertown organizations that she won
for her involvement in Watertown history.
From Robert and Joan Gordon of Derry, NH
- a panoramic photo, circa 1890, of the Lovell Farm
and 15 Mason Street where Mr. Gordon grew up.
From Kathleen Keville of Boston - an oak
trestle table for our restored kitchen.
From Charles Kasparian - Five black-andwhite photos of people salvaged from a vacated
house on Adams Ave and a desk and chair from the
original Hosmer School.
From Sigrid Reddy Watson Terman of Falls
Church, VA - a pair of andirons with a cup-holder in
the top, used to warm drinks in the fireplace.
From Charles Brand of Orange, MA and
Gordon Brown - 2 booklets on historic markers and
industries in New England (including Watertown), a
framed lithograph of the Boston Public Garden in
1869 and a copy of a 1768 drawing of a military
encampment on Boston Common.
From Will and Susan Twombly - a World
War II ration book belonging to a Watertown couple.
From Pauline Alarie - a book on the First
Parish Church published in 1930.
From Eleanor Metcalf - Six photos and a
newspaper article relating to the Arsenal circa 1940.
From Historical Society Councilor Peggy
Anderson - a milk bottle from “Green Meadow
Farms, Watertown, Mass”.
From Audrey Martin of Belmont - a photo of
the Main Street Garage at 309 Main Street in 1930.
From Watertown Provincial Guard Major
Jack Piantedosi - 3 antique ladder-back chairs.

Several members of the Newton Cub Scouts
Bear Den 4, Troop 315, visited the Historical
Society’s headquarters in January, accompanied by
several parents. The third-graders were given a tour
of the 1772 Edmund Fowle House and were treated
to some hands-on demonstrations of several items in
the old kitchen, including a shoulder yoke used for
carrying water buckets, a leather and wooden bellows
and a musket ball.

Cub Scouts stand in line to try/ on the wooden yoke

Karl Neugebauer and Bob Childs with the Cub
Scouts from Bear Den 4
The field trip fulfilled one of their “What
Makes America Special?” achievements that require
5

From Watertown Historical Commission
Chairperson David Russo - a laminated 1775 map of
Boston and the surrounding area.
From Historical Society President Karl
Neugebauer - several items for our kitchen, authentic
and reproductions, including a butter mold, a candle
mold, wooden utensils, and other articles
From Historical Society Councilor Bob
Childs - a pre-1775 spinning wheel, plus a longhandled frying pan and ash shovel for our kitchen
From Scott Rundlett of Hudson, MA - items
belonging to his ancestor, including 2 Fire Dept,
badges, a logbook of minutes and fire calls from the
Pequossette S. Fire Engine Co. No. 1, and 2 photos of
his ancestor who worked for the Fire Dept.
Our thanks go out to all of our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.

Museum and the very important historical
happenings that took place here in 1775. The 6th
graders also tried out the water bucket yoke in the
old kitchen and asked many questions about what J
happened in the house and what life was like in
those times.
We encourage other teachers to bring their
students to the Edmund Fowle House and Museum.
We look forward to the opportunity to spread the
word about the history of Watertown.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

MIDDLE SCHOOL VISITS
THE FOWLE HOUSE

N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip:______________________________
Email:

In March Middle School teacher, Laurianne
Kelland, brought nine members of her 6th grade
Enrichment Class to the Edmund Fowle House for
an educational tour. This visit was arranged when
Julia Donahue gave a presentation at their school in
February as Abigail Adams. Julia’s school
performances are paid for by the Historical Society
through the funding we receive from the HarvardO’Neil Community Enrichment Award.

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Benefactor
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00
$1,000.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Gurdon Buck
Julia Donahue
M arilynnc Roach

Julia Donahue with Mrs. Kelland and her 6,h grade
class in the old kitchen o f the Fowle House
The students spent about 45 minutes
learning about the Edmund Fowle House and
6
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Robert Childs
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1909 BOSTON POST CANE RETURNS
TO WATERTOWN
In 1909, the Boston Post newspaper began a
highly successful marketing scheme. They began
presenting canes made of African ebony with 14karat gold heads to the oldest man in 700 different
towns in New England. The head o f the cane was
engraved with the town's name.

The head o f Watertown's cane has several dents, but
you can see it says, “Presented by The Boston Post to
the OLDEST CITIZEN o f Watertown ”
The idea was that, upon the death o f the first
recipient, the cane would be passed down to the next
oldest man in town, and so on, so it would always be
in the possession o f the oldest man in town. Women
finally became eligible in the 1930s, with the Boston
'ost's approval, after they received the right to vote.
Watertown's Tribune-Enterprise ran an article
on October 15, 1909 announcing that “One of
Watertown's oldest citizens, Edward F. Porter, was

honored...by the presentation of a gold cane by the
staff of the Boston Post at a special meeting of the
board of selectmen. Mr. Porter, who is in his 90th
year, has always been prominent in town affairs. He
was for a long time a member o f the board of
selectmen, and has held other positions of great
responsibility...As a boy he recalls driving Daniel
Webster from his father's home at Scituate to the
statesman's home at Marshfield. He was later
Boston's representative at the funeral sendees of
Lincoln. Mrs. Porter, who is a year older than her
husband, is living and in good health."
We aren't sure what happened to the Boston
Post Cane when Mr. Porter died in March of 1910.
Many towns lost track o f the canes. Upon the death of
the recipient, heirs were often not aware of the
location of the cane, or didn’t realize the cane was to
be returned and passed on to the next oldest citizen.
According to an article written by Christopher
Klein in the Boston Globe Magazine this spring,
canes have been sold at estate sales, burned and
stolen. One is suspected to have been buried with the
recipient. Canes have turned up in dumpsters, closets,
attics and even a town vault.
Last year, Watertown's cane ended up with a
Delaware antiques dealer. The antiques dealer
contacted both the Historical Society and the
Historical Commission announcing his discovery and
looking for a buyer. Neither organization had the
$800 to purchase it, which is the amount he was
looking for at the time. But, Marilynne Roach, who is
on the Board o f both organizations, notified Chris

Helms, editor of the TAB who agreed to run an
article about the cane. Both organizations hoped it
would generate attention and an interested party who
could come up with the money.
That interested party was Charlie Morash. Mr.
Morash, a longtime Watertown resident, had been on
a quest for the cane for 20 years. He stopped in
antiques shops everywhere he traveled, hoping he
would come across it. He said he was shocked when
he saw in the TAB that it was for sale in Delaware.
He contacted the dealer and learned that the price was
now up to $ 1,600.

In addition to raising enough funds to buy the
cane and a red felt-lined display case to house it,
Morash and Ohanian raised enough to purchase a
plaque listing all o f the donors’ names as well as two
replica canes that can be given out to the oldest man
and woman in Watertown. The original cane will stay
in the display case.

Donors Dennis D u ff and John Airasian at the event
During an April 29 ceremony at the Edmund
Fowle House, the Boston Post Cane was presented to
the Historical Society along with the plaque, the
replica canes, and an autographed copy o f the book
The Bay State's Boston Post Canes by Barbara
Staples. Ms. Staples has written three books on the
Canes and was present at the ceremony along with
many of the donors and members o f their families.
The cane and the donor plaque are now
displayed on the wall in the Visitor’s Center of the
Edmund Fowle House and Museum. The Historical
Society and the Historical Commission are working
on a plan to present the replica canes to the oldest
man and woman in town this year - the 100th
anniversary of the Post Cane.

Charles Morash with the encased Boston Post Cane
and the Donors plaque
Morash, a past president o f the Rotary Club,
considered seeking that organization’s help in raising
funds to purchase the cane. After speaking with his
friend, Ron Ohanian, they decided on another idea.
They approached some of the long-time Watertown
families about donating $100 each to help bring the
Boston Post Cane back home. They were successful.
^Boston fJotft Cane
1909
■eteaMi to th e Watertown IUttoric.il Society
1tb c aa caaim o f the 100"* Anniversary o f the
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Charles Morash and Ronald Ohanian were
among the recipients o f the Watertown Historical
Commission’s
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awarded The Historical Resources Award for
bringing the Boston Post Cane home to Watertown
and providing two replica canes in order to reinstitute
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Plaque listing donors to the Boston Post Cane
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Hall in Watertown making Watertown the “go to"
place for a night full o f history. This year it will be
held on November 14. Flis motto is “The Past is a
Blast”. John’s lecture on “The Great Fires of
Watertown” was also noted.
We appreciate the efforts o f the Watertown
Historical Commission in recognizing people and
projects dedicated to the preservation of Watertown’s
history.

the ceremony to acknowledge the oldest man and
woman in Watertown.

GEARING UP FOR THE
REDEDICATION
The restoration of Watertown’s Founders
Monument, sculpted by Henry Hudson Kitson and
dedicated in 1931 on the banks o f the Charles River,
was completed this year and the rededication was
slated for June 6, 2009. To promote awareness of the
restoration (carried out by Daedalus Inc. of
Watertown, funded by the Dept, o f Recreation and
Conservation as well as the Lawrence & Lillian
Solomon Fund) and the upcoming rededication
ceremony, the Historical Society “recreated” the 1931
dedication on a float in the Memorial Day Parade.

Ron Ohanian, along with Charles Morash, won an
Historic Presentation Award
The Architectural Preservation Award for the
restoration o f the Founders Monument was received
by Audrey Jones Childs of the Historical Society of
Watertown, Josh Craine of Daedalus Inc., Dan
Driscoll o f the Dept, of Conservation and Recreation
(DCR), Herb Nolan of the Solomon Fund and Wendy
Pearl o f the DCR for their joint effort. A story about
he restoration o f the monument appeared in our April
2008 newsletter. Read on for a story about the
rededication.

Saltonstall descendant Gurdon Buck (in center o f
float) symbolizes JISW President G. Fred Robinson
The float included a live statue of Sir Richard
Saltonstall portrayed by Bob Childs, organizer G.
Fred Robinson portrayed by Gurdon Buck, and an
audience o f 4 people dressed in 1930s clothing
courtesy o f Audrey Jones Childs, David Smith, Mary
Spiers and Ted Wayne. Our thanks to Perfection Auto
for the flatbed truck, Tom Martin for driving it, and
A. Russo and Sons for providing the flowers.

Clifford Craine, Audrey Jones Childs and Herb
Nolan receive their awards
Former Historical Society Councilor John
Horrigan won the Community Spirit Award for
founding, organizing and funding the New England
History Festival, held twice so far, at the Hibernian
3

The bas-relief on the right depicts Reverend
George Phillips leading Watertown's protest against
taxation without representation in 1632.
G. Frederick Robinson, President o f the
Historical Society from 1930 to 1949, spearheaded
the effort to raise funds to erect the monument.

Giirdon Buck, Audrey Jones Childs, M aiy Spiers, Ted
Wayne and David Smith as 1930s reenactors

FOUNDERS MONUMENT
RESTORED AND
REDEDICATED

The Founders Monument features Sir Richard
Saltonstall, the founder of Watertown in 1630,
standing atop a pedestal flanked by two bas-reliefs on the left a representation of Roger Clap’s scouting
party who came ashore on the banks o f the Charles
River down by the present site o f the Perkins School
for the Blind. Clap and his men came upon an
encampment of Algonquins. After a somewhat
sleepless night by the river, the natives offered the
scouting party a fresh caught bass and the
Englishmen offered a loaf of bread in return. This
exchange is depicted on our Town Seal.

The weather on June 6 was perfect for the
rededication ceremony. The afternoon event, hosted
by the Dept, o f Conservation and Recreation, the
Friends o f the Founders Monument and the Historical
Society o f Watertown, began with 17th century music
provided by the Gloucester Hornpipe and Clog
Society. A reenactment o f Roger Clap and the
Dorchester men exchanging a biscuit for a bass with
the local Algonquin Native Americans soon followed.
Tim Rayworth from the DCR, portraying a
Selectman from Watertown in the 1930s, opened with
remarks recounting life in Watertown during the
years o f the Great Depression and raising money for
the commission of this monument during these
difficult times.

Bob Childs recreates Sir Richard Saltonstall atop the
faux Founders Monument on the parade float

Artist David LaRocca talks about the sculptor

Parish Choir. Town Council President Clyde
Younger read a proclamation commemorating the
event and Governor's Council member and Town
Councilor Marilyn Devaney also spoke.
After a ribbon cutting ceremony, which was
attended to by several descendants o f the first settlers
of Watertown, guests were invited to enjoy an
afternoon of activities by the Charles River.

Tim Rayworth from the DCR reenacts a 1930s
Selectman from Watertown
Representative and Town Councilor Jonathan
Hecht introduced the speakers during the ceremony,
including Historical Commission and Historical
Society Board Member Marilynne K. Roach on the
history of the Founders Monument, Herb Nolan,
Associate Director o f the Solomon Fund on the
estoration and plans for the Riverfront Park project,
artist David LaRocca on sculptor Henry Hudson
Kitson and Rev. Mark Harris of the First Parish
Church who gave the closing benediction.
Historical Society Councilors Joyce Munger and
Peggy’ Anderson enjoy the festivities

HISTORICAL SOCIETY
RECEIVES LOCAL FUNDS

Karl Neugebauer, Steve Steadman, Tom Martin, Bob
Childs, Spirit Turtle, Quiet Owl and Crying Wolf
reenacted the Dorchester men encountering the
Ugonquin Natives on the banks o f the Charles River.

W

During the ceremony we were also treated to
selections from the Perkins Singers and the First

We are pleased to report that the Historical
Society o f Watertown received $840 from the
Watertown Savings Bank Customer Choice Awards.
Thank you to all who voted for us and to Watertown
Savings Bank for their generosity to the many non
profit organizations that benefited.
We received $2,500 from the HarvardO'Neill Community' Enrichment Awards as a result
o f an application submitted by our Grant Writer and
Asst. Treasurer Audrey Jones Childs.
We wish to thank Harvard University and
O’Neill Properties for their generous contribution to
all of the community-minded organizations in

Watertown and the Award Committee for their
consideration o f our application.

Linda Moore
Maurice Munger
Diane Parry
Earl O’Connell
Vincent Piccirilli
Andrea Ricci
Leslie Turek
Mari Ryan
Robin Tyler

ON LOAN AND ON DISPLAY

W e want to w elcom e all o f our new members
and thank them for their support o f the Historical
Society o f Watertown.

The Board o f the Historical Society is made
up o f several reenactors. These historians collect
many artifacts, authentic and reproductions, which
help them interpret the past to the public. Audrey
Jones Childs and Bob Childs have loaned several o f
their item s to the Historical Society to display in the
restored 1772 kitchen.
From Audrey - a butter chum and a wooden
bowl with yellow and green pears.
From Bob - a bellow s, a 1770s Committee o f
Safety musket, 3 cast iron pots and a wooden lid, a
wooden yoke for carrying buckets, a flax wheel and a
wrought iron heart trivet.
Please com e by the Edmund Fowle House
and Museum and experience our kitchen display. W e
are open the 3rd Sunday each month from 1 to 4 PM.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive the quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public m eetings, which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:________________________________________
Address:______________________________________
City, State, Z ip:________________________________
Email:

CHECK YOUR MAILING
LABEL

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Benefactor
Donation

The address label on the m ailings you
receive from the Historical Society w ill now reflect
the fiscal year for w hich you have paid your dues.
Our fiscal year runs M ay 1 through April 30. If your
label reads “Apr 09 - 10” your dues are paid
through April 2010. I f you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00
$1,000.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, M A 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS

NEW MEMBERS

Karl Huntington Neugebauer - President
Robert Childs - Co-Vice President
Marilynne Roach - Co-Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Maiy Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

The past year has brought many new
members to the Historical Society.
James Bensinger
D on Berg
Dolores & Fraser Crofton-Macdonald Family
Jeanne Chu
Sharon Gallagher
Tracy Goodwin
M aijorie Greenberg
David Gregory
R osalie Hausserman
Kristen Lefebvre
M ichael Marchesi
Margaret McDonald Thomas M elone

C ouncilors:
Peggy Anderson
Gurdon Buck
E. Joyce Munger
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Janies Bean
Julia Donahue
Joyce Kelly Newsletter Editor
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28 Marshall Street
Watertown, MA 02472-3408

www.HistoricWatertown.org
617-923-6067
Edmund Fowle House - 1772

October 2009

FOWLE HOUSE HAS SOLAR PROTECTIVE
FILM INSTALLED ON WINDOWS
The Historical Society of Watertown was
established in 1888. Since that time we have been
collecting a wide variety of items relating to the
history of Watertown, which was founded in 1630.
Our collection consists of books, manuscripts,
artwork, textiles and clothing, furniture, photographs,
tools and personal memorabilia. We also consider the
Edmund Fowle House an important and highly
visible part of our collection and with its restoration,
we now have a place to showcase our collection in a
historically significant setting.
However, we are aware that sunlight has been
damaging our artifacts and are concerned about the
preservation of the interior restoration of the house.
Professional museum standards advise that
some kind of action must be taken to protect museum
contents from the sunlight. Ultra-violet rays from the
sun cause fading of colors in textiles and artwork.
Heat from the sun dries out and damages wood,
paper, textiles and other materials.
Shortly after the house reopened in 2008 we
began researching different types of solar protection
for our windows. We decided, as a start, to install
solar protective film on all of the windowpanes in the
original part of the house - all 339 of them!
Solar protective film not only blocks 99.9%
of UV rays, it also diminishes the heat of the sun.
This not only is beneficial to our collection, but also
makes the house much more comfortable during the
summer months. In turn, the film helps control heat
loss through the window glass, which is beneficial to
our heating bill.

Matthew Triquet from Advanced Solar Protection
installs protective film to the windows in the South
Parlor. This will protect our artwork, such as the
replica o f John Singleton Copley's portrait o f Joseph
Warren hanging in the South Parlor and Henty
Sargents portrait o f Rebecca Fowle Bradlee, seen
hanging in the distance in the North Parlor.
After a site visit from our two top choices, we
decided to work with Advanced Solar Protection in
Plaistow, N.H. Now we just had to come up with the
funds for the $4,600 project. Personnel at the
company were very sensitive to our struggle to raise
the funds and held the quoted price until the money
was raised. In fact, they gave us a non-profit discount.
They have provided solar protection for many other
historic homes, such as the House of Seven Gables in
Salem and the Crane Estate in Ipswich.
The first place we went looking for funding
was Watertown Savings Bank. Brett and Ron Dean

generously offered to fund half of the project. We just
had to come up with the other half. We solicited other
banks in town. Unfortunately, it was right after the
economy took a sharp dive. By May, we had received
donations from Citizens Bank, East End Citizens
Bank Branch Manager Hong Xie and Wainwright
Bank. We depleted our conservation / collection fund
to come up with the rest of the money.

Sieve Bryant smoothes out the solar protective film on
a window in the North Parlor.
It took two days for the technicians, Matthew
and Steve, to apply the film to the 339 windowpanes.
The film is unnoticeable unless you get very close to
the window and look for the edges. We are very
pleased with the result. We have already noticed a
difference in the heat reduction. The Edmund Fowle
House is usually too hot and uncomfortable in the
summer to work there for any period of time, or to
even give a tour. It was noticeably more comfortable
this summer.
The Historical Society of Watertown is
extremely grateful to all of our donors.

HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY
The Historical Society of Watertown sponsors
the Historical Society Award for the best histoiy
essay submitted by a high school student. This year
students had their choice of three themes: an
individual, ethnic group or landmark in Watertown
and its significance to the town and region.
The 1st place winner received $300, the 2nd
and 3rd place winners received $100 each. The
winners were chosen by a panel of Historical Society

Council members. The awards were presented on
June 16 in the high school lecture hall.
Third place went to Ben Wetherbee for his
essay on “The Stanley Steamer of Watertown,
Massachusetts”. Second place went to Jacqueline
Tresca for her essay on “Theodore Parker”. First
place went to Jeffrey Conde for his essay on “The
Charles River: The Heart of Watertown” which is
printed here for our members.

Back row - David Sheehan. Mahlynne Roach. Julia
Donahue and Kraig Gustafson, Front row - students
Jacqueline Tresca. Ben Wetherbee and Jeffrey Conde
The Charles River has always been the heart
of the area that became Watertown, Massachusetts.
People living here have depended on the Charles
River for thousands of years. The river has been an
important source of food and water and was used to
transport people and goods. Later the river provided
vital power for mills and manufacturing. Life would
have been much more difficult without the Charles.
Native American cutting tools found along
the banks of the Charles date back to 1600 B.C. and
are displayed at the Peabody Museum at Harvard
University. The Pequossette tribe lived along the
north bank of the river in 1630. They greeted Roger
Clapp in May 1630 when he landed near the site of
the present day Perkins School for the Blind. Their
exchange of a large bass for a biscuit is portrayed on
the Town of Watertown’s Official Town Seal.
The Charles River was the route for Sir
Richard Saltonstall and Reverend George Phillips
when they helped to found Watertown as the first
inland settlement in Massachusetts in July 1630. The
new colonists treated the Pequossette tribe well and in
return the tribe taught the colonists how to plant com,
catch fish, and make shelters. The tribe taught the

colonists to dig a hole, plant five seeds o f com, and
add a fish for fertilizer. They also showed the
colonists how to make a weir to better catch fish.
Finally they taught the new arrivals how to bend
sticks so that they could be used to build shelters.
The river was teeming with fish. The
following description is from Crossroads on the
Charles - A History o f Watertown. Massachusetts by
Maud DeLeigh Hodges: “Particularly at spawning
time, great quantities o f bass, salmon, and herring
were borne upstream on the tides, many o f them
pushing their way over the rapids to quiet waters. As
many as 100,000 fish could be netted in a day so
easily that young boys would wade into the stream
and fill buckets o f fish.”
Eventually the river provided for many o f the
needs o f the settlers. Thomas Mayhew built
American’s first gristmill in 1638 upstream o f
modem Galen Street. A dam was built and a millrace
was dug that diverted water to power the mill. The
mill ground Watertown farmer’s com, wheat, and rye
to flour. The river was now helping to provide settlers
with fish and flour for food as well as fresh water for
irrigation and personal use. Watertown continued to
grow along the river during the 1700’s. The Charles
allowed easy transportation o f goods and people
between Watertown and Boston. During the siege o f
Boston, after the Battles o f Lexington and Concord,
Paul Revere lived on the south side o f the Charles
near the rapids and printed currency that paid the
continental soldiers.
The river helped Watertown become a leader
during the Industrial Age. The river helped power a
variety o f mills and factories. The Bemis factory was
built near Bridge Street and provided the sailcloth
that was used on the U.S.S. Constitution during the
War o f 1812. The famous Crawford stoves were built
by the Walker-Pratt foundry which was located next
to the gristmill in Watertown Square. Factories for
chocolate, cotton, starch paper, dyes, lace, and shirts
all operated on the Charles River in Watertown.
There were also factories that manufactured
medicine, soap, candles, bobbins, and needles for
sewing machines. These mills and factories employed
many working class families. The river was now
supporting much o f Watertown. The farmers relied
on the gristmill, the manufacturers relied on the water
power, and the workers relied on the factories for
employment.
The Charles River helped with the defense of
America during the Civil War, World War 1 and

World War 2. President Madison selected the Arsenal
site because o f its location along the Charles. It was
built in 1816 for the storage o f munitions. Eventually
the Arsenal was expanded and manufactured artillery
and other weapons during the World Wars. The
Arsenal also performed materials research until it was
finally closed in 1995.
The river attracted “high technology” in the
late 1800’s and early 1900’s. Sterling Elliot was a
brilliant inventor and businessman who lived near the
comer of Hunt and Maple Streets in Watertown. He
built a tunnel from his house to his bicycle factory on
the Charles River below. Mr. Elliot invented the first
inflatable bicycle tire. He also invented a fourwheeled pedal vehicle called the Quadricycle.
Probably his most famous invention was the steering
knuckle which allowed the front wheels o f the
quadricycle, and later the front wheels o f automobiles
to turn easily. This invention is still used in cars
today! Eventually Elliot sold his factory to the
talented twins Francis and Freelan Stanley. The
Stanleys founded the Stanley Motor Carriage
Company. They manufactured steam-powered
automobiles, nicknamed Stanley Steamers, along the
Charles from 1897-1917. In 1908 a Stanley Rocket
set the world land speed record o f 127.7 miles per
hour. The Stanley Steamer outsold all gasolinepowered automobiles until the Ford Model T finally
overtook it.
The Lewando’s Dyeing and Cleansing
Company began operating along the river in
Watertown Square in 1860. Eventually Lewando’s
became the largest cleaning and dyeing business in
the United States. The Lewando’s building still exists
and functions as an office building near the Galen
Street Bridge.
All o f this industry took a toll on the river.
Wastes from the factories were dumped into the river.
Eventually fish and wildlife began to die. The people
who had gotten so much from the river were not
giving back. The river was badly polluted. Some
people and organizations like the Charles River
Watershed Association (CRWA) began to call for a
cleanup. In 1995, the U. S. Environmental Protection
Agency used CRWA studies to begin a clean up that
would help restore the Charles to fishable and
swimable conditions by 2005. Improvements to
wastewater treatment and the elimination o f many of
the end o f pipe discharges have resulted in a large
improvement in water quality. According to the
“Assessment o f Fish Communities and Habitat in the

join them in commemorating the naming of these
three towns on September 7, 1630.
The mission of the Partnership of the Historic
Bostons, Inc. is to “foster public understanding of the
contributions of the 17th-century founders of Boston
and the Massachusetts Bay Colony whose enduring
legacies shaped the principles upon which the United
States of America was established; and to preserve
the historical links with Boston, Lincolnshire,
England, for which our Boston was named.”

Charles River - Final Report” published by the
CRWA in 2003, many fish species are thriving in the
river near Watertown. Carp, white suckers, goldfish,
pumpkinseeds, banded killfish, tidewater silversides,
bluegills, redfin pickerels, largemouth bass, American
eel, and redbreast sunfish are all found between the
Watertown Dam and the Charles River Dam. In The
Hidden Charles by Mike Tougas, Mr. Tougas states
that he sees blue herons, mergansers, cormorants, and
kingfishers while rowing along the Charles. The
abundance of fish and birds is encouraging, but we
have not met the 2005 goal. Storm water pollution is
still a big problem. There is a lot that we can still do
to help the Charles.
Presently, the Charles is still helping the
people of Watertown. Bike paths allow residents to
explore the river and benches allow a scenic picnic.
The restoration of the dock area and the Founders
Monument will allow Watertown residents to
appreciate the beauty of the river while admiring a
record of its history. The new Arsenal on the Charles
boasts the Arsenal Center for the Arts. The new
Community Rowing program will allow residents to
enjoy the great river while exercising. Clearly, the
Charles provides first class recreational opportunities
to everyone in Watertown.
The Charles River was, and always will be,
the heart of Watertown. It has helped to feed us, give
us water, provide jobs, transport goods, and be a
source of recreation and beauty. The history of
Watertown is tied to this great river. Glimpses of the
past can be seen at the Llewando’s building, the
Arsenal, and the Bemis factory. Glimpses of its future
can be seen at Community Rowing, the Arsenal
Center for the Arts, and the bike paths. Throughout
history, the river has been a good friend to the people
of Watertown. I can’t imagine Watertown without it.

Genealogist Clare Murphy, surrounded by umbrellas,
gives a tour in the rain o f the Old Burial Ground at
the corner o f Arlington and Mt. Auburn Streets
This year the 4-day event, September 10 - 13,
took place in all 3 towns. These free events were
made possible by The Partnership of the Historic
Bostons with participation from the New England
Historic Genealogical Society, the Boston Public
Library, the Bostonian Society, the Commonwealth
Museum, the First Church in Boston, the First Parish
Dorchester, the First Parish Watertown, the
Watertown Free Public Library, and the Winthrop
Society.
This year’s theme was “Breaking Away:
Evolution of Governance in the Mass. Bay Colony”.
Lectures were held at the Boston Public Library, the
State House, the Commonwealth Museum, and the
Watertown Free Public Library. On Friday, tours
were given of the Dorchester Historical Society’s
three historic houses (James Blake House, Lemuel
Clap House and William Clapp House) as well as the
Old North Burial Ground.
Saturday was celebrated in Watertown. The
Historical Society of Watertown offered a tour of the
Old Burial Ground and a walking tour of early

The Historical Society appreciates the effort
taken by the high school staff to encourage students
to develop in interest in the history of their town. We
look forward to reading the essays eveiy year.

BOSTON CHARTER DAY 2009
The first Boston Charter Day celebration took
place on September 7, 2001. The Partnership of the
Historic Bostons, Inc. celebrated the 9th Boston
Charter Day by inviting the Dorchester Historical
Society and the Historical Society of Watertown to
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Watertown sites. Between tours there was a panel
with a representative from each town discussing early
town governance.

The panel discussion included Bostons Professor
Robert Allison o f Suffolk Univeristy, Dorchester
Historical Society President Ear! Taylor, and Rev.
Mark Harris o f Watertown’s First Parish
Sunday’s events included a service at First
Church in Boston followed by a walking tour of the
Boston Founders Trail.

From John Reilly of “Pass It On Antiques” a book on 3 centuries of American antiques.
From Lawson Albright - an old copy of a
handwritten invitation to a tea party at what is now 39
Marshall Street in Watertown
From Alexandra Engelhardt Tomes of Cedar
Rapids, Iowa - a large photo of a testimonial dinner
for Police Chief James Igoe from 1946
From Tammy McKenna and Rae Grassia - 2
andiron sets salvaged from the East Branch Library.
From Diane (Garside) Parry - a Watertown
campaign poster for Vahey from 1906
From Clare Murphy - two reprints of Amos
Doolittle’s prints of the Lexington/Concord battles
From Mary Keenan - a house key from
Fletcher Hardware that was on Mt. Auburn Street
From Eric Stanford of Raleigh, NC - a medal
from 1930 commemorating the 300lh anniversary of
Watertown
From Suzanne Vara of Portland, OR - two
ceramic fireplace tiles - the backs say “taken from
chimney comer of oldest house in Watertown Mass
built around 1650 Pomroy”
From Charles Morash of Watertown and Ron
Ohanian of S. Yarmouth, MA - Watertown’s longlost Boston Post Cane, 2 replica canes, a book by
Barbara Staples about the Boston Post Canes, and a
plaque with the names of the donors who gave money
to purchase the cane from a Delaware antiques dealer
From the Crofton-Macdonald Family of
Acton, MA - a resource book entitled The Wabanakis
of Maine and the M an times
From Elizabeth Hood Pigford - a copy of her
new book Front & Center - Frederic Clark Hood
and the Hood Rubber Company
From Watertown Provincial Guard Major
Jack Piantedosi - an antique ladder-back armchair
and an old photo of a fireplace that looks very much
like the one in the Fowle House

Former Historical Society Vice President Pam Pinsky
leads a walking tour o f early historic sites

Our thanks go out to all of our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.

RECENT DONATIONS

BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED

The Historical Society of Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts since our last
newsletter, including:

The Board of the Historical Society of
Watertown is looking to grow. Formed in 1888 as a
nonprofit organization, volunteer board members

transformation was incredible! Layers of dirt and
grime were carefully removed, bringing the vibrant
colors of the pansies to the surface once again.
Due to the January article, we also received a
generous donation from Dolores McCall toward the
matting and framing of this painting. According to an
estimate from Hagop’s, a donation of another $125
from an additional kind soul would be enough to pay
for this. If you would like to be that kind soul, please
send your donation: “Attn: Pansies Restoration.”

provide personal skills and experience to meet the
goals of the society in the research, dissemination and
preservation of Watertown’s history.
The Board meets on the 3ld Wednesday of
each month at 6:30 P.M.
Interested candidates can contact Joyce Kelly
atjoycekel@aol.com or 781-899-7239

CHECK YOUR MAILING
LABEL

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION

The address label on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society will now reflect
the fiscal year for which you have paid your dues.
Our fiscal year runs May 1 through April 30. If your
label reads “Apr 09 - 10” your dues are paid
through April 2010. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings which are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
Name:_____________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City, State, Z ip:_____________________________
Email:
_________________

ELLEN ROBBINS’ “PANSIES”

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Ellen Robbins ’ “Pansies ” during cleaning - the left
side is dramatically brighter than the right side

Robert Childs - Co-Vice President
Marilynne Roach - Co-Vice President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Maty Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

In our January 2009 newsletter we reported
that one of our Council members attended a local
indoor yard sale and was thrilled to come across a
painting of pansies done by Ellen Robbins. It was in
dire need of cleaning as well as matting and framing.
Our anonymous donor came through for us
again (the same one who paid for the conservation of
our Benjamin Robbins Curtis print) and paid for the
cleaning we had done at Hagop’s Art Studio. The

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Gurdon Buck
E. Joyce Munger
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James Bean
Julia Donahue
Joyce Kelly Newsletter Editor

