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BOSTON POST CANE PRESENTED TO
WATERTOWN’S OLDEST FEMALE CITIZEN
As reported in our July 2009, Watertown’s
Boston Post Cane has been returned to Watertown.
As a result of fundraising by Charles Morash and
Ron Ohanian it was purchased from an antiques
dealer in Delaware. Misters Morash and Ohanian
presented it, in a display case for safekeeping, to the
Historical Society in a ceremony last April, along
with 2 replica canes, to be presented to the oldest
female and oldest male citizens of Watertown.
The Historical Society and Historical
Commission presented one of the replica canes to
Watertown’s oldest female citizen, Adeline M.
Dilorio, in a ceremony on September 27. It was
mentioned that Ms. Dilorio was 5 years old when the
first Boston Post Cane was presented.
The ceremony and reception was attended by
members of the Dilorio family, the Historical Society
and the Historical Commission. The following
comments were provided by the family and read
before the gathering.
Adeline M. Dilorio, a resident of Watertown
and Bradford Road for more than 80 years, turns 106
on November 19. According to town officials she is
Watertown’s oldest woman.
Bom in Boston, raised and schooled in East
Boston, she is the daughter of Ida and Phillip
Pascucci, immigrants from the Italian province of
Avellino. Mrs. Dilorio had five brothers and sisters
(all deceased). She moved to Watertown after she
married Luigi, who passed away in 1974. Luigi was
employed by the Hood Rubber Company in

Watertown for over 40 years. She is the mother of
Adeline of Watertown, a retired Brookline teacher,
Louis A. of Needham, a retired Boston journalist, and
mother-in-law of Elizabeth M.

Boston Post Cane recipient Adeline Dilorio seated in
front o f her son Louis, daughter-in-law Elizabeth and
daughter Adeline.
For many years she was an active member of
St. Luke’s Sodality and the Catholic Daughters.
An avid reader of books and newspapers
(which she can no longer do), she still regales her
visitors at Wingate at Needham with travel talk - for
she traveled extensively throughout the States
(including Hawaii), road a camel at Egypt’s pyramids
at Giza, continued on to Jordan and Israel. She and
her family took the Glacier Express from Zermatt to
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our meeting minutes, dating back to 1888. Lynne is
a volunteer on our Collections Committee, as well.
Clara Gibbons is transcribing the Executive
Council minutes. A few years ago we were very
excited to find that the State Archives had the 1775 1776 Executive Council meeting minutes on
microfilm. This is the time period when the Executive
Council was meeting upstairs in the Edmund Fowle
House. These minutes will give us a much clearer
picture of what kinds of decisions were being made
by the Executive Council and what historic events
were being shaped in the Edmund Fowle House.
Tom Melone and Co-President Marilynne
Roach are researching members of the Executive
Council. There were twenty-eight members,
including many famous men such as John Hancock,
John Adams, Sam Adams and James Otis. But, it also
included many not-so-famous men such as Joseph
Palmer, Azor Ome, Samuel Holton and Moses Gill.
In their time they were very well known and highly
regarded individuals. Information has been recovered
on many of them already.
Kathy Button is working on a walking tour of
the Whitney Hill neighborhood, including sections of
Oliver, Spring and Church Streets. A source for
Kathy’s research includes the 1982 Historic
Resources Inventory. This inventory includes a
narrative on the development of each section of town
as well as a description of many of the buildings and
the people who owned or occupied them. We hope to
offer this walking tour in the spring.

St. Moritz, Switzerland - and she has visited most of
Western Europe.
A lover of family gatherings, especially with
the younger set, she enjoyed cooking Italian
specialties for Easter and Christmas Eve.
Mrs. Dilorio and her family are most
appreciative of this recognition by the Watertown
Historical Society.

Adeline Dilorio with the replica Boston Post Cane
The Historical Society and the Historical
Commission hope to present the replica Boston Post
Cane to the oldest male citizen this spring.

FIRST WEDNESDAY
VOLUNTEER NIGHTS
The Historical Society of Watertown initiated
First Wednesday Volunteer Nights in June of 2009.
The idea was discussed in our April 2009 newsletter,
the premise being that members would volunteer to
work on some of the projects that we would like to
get off the ground.
Several members attended the kickoff
meeting, volunteered for several of the projects, and
even thought up a couple of their own.
As reported in the April 2009 newsletter,
Lynne O’Connell is creating an Excel database
from our Veteran’s Grave Registration Cards. These
cards include military service and burial
information for soldiers buried in Watertown from
the Colonial wars to World War I. Lynne is also
transcribing the minutes of the Historical Society’s
meetings from 1891. We are in possession of all of

Volunteers - Back row - Maty Spiers, Joyce Kelly,
Lynne O'Connell and Clara Gibbons, front row Gurdon Buck, Tom Melone and Marilynne Roach
Corresponding/Recording Secretary Mary
Spiers is heading the Oral History project. Her
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committee includes Gordy Brown, Marge Greenburg
and Olivia Kadiff (who is also a volunteer on the
Collections Committee). One of their first objectives
was to learn how to use recording equipment. Our
local cable station’s Executive Director, Tamarah
Green, has been an invaluable resource. She has
conducted 3 training classes for the group on how to
use the equipment and has given advice on content
and technique of what they film. The final product of
the oral histories will be shown on Watertown’s
Cable Access station, with the permission of the
person interviewed and recorded.

“handy man” tasks. We recently had a few
volunteers, including Tom Melone and Don Berg,
help us put up plastic storm windows for the winter.
If you are interested in any of these projects,
please contact Joyce Kelly at 781-899-7239 or at
joycekel@aol.com. Maybe you have some ideas of
your own that you could share with us.
Our next “First Wednesday” meeting will be
February 3rd at 6”30 at the Edmund Fowle House at
28 Marshall Street. Please give us a call or come by
to see what is going on.

IT

CATALOGING OUR
COLLECTIONS
The Collections Committee has been working
diligently to catalog the Historical Society’s
collections. Everything that is on display on the first
floor of the Edmund Fowle House has been cataloged
and entered into our PastPerfect database.
We are now working on the books in our
Library collection. When the library is finished, we
will begin cataloging the artifacts, artwork and
photographs upstairs in the collections/storage rooms.
Would you be interested in helping with this
work? The Collections Committee meets a couple of
times a month for 2 hours. We catalog our collections
by filling out specific forms with data, such as colors,
measurements, dates, descriptions, etc. Catalogers are
not expected to attend every cataloging session, but
more hands make the work go quicker.
In March we will be holding a training
session for our volunteers on how to handle different
types of artifacts. This will be a hands-on instruction
given by Kathleen Fahey, a collections professional.
If you are interested in helping us catalog our
collections, please contact Joyce Kelly at 781-8997239 or atjoycekel@aol.com.

Collections Committee and Oral Histoiy Project
volunteer Olivia Kadiff
First Wednesday Volunteer meetings have
been held on the first Wednesday of almost every
month since June. We have not picked up any new
volunteers, but we continue to work on the projects
that have been started. The transcribed Historical
Society minutes are being put into a 3-ring binder, as
are the transcribed Executive Council minutes, which
are accompanied by a copy of the 1775 - 1776 hand
written minutes on the facing page for reference.
A 3-ring binder has also been established for
the 28-member Executive Council research. There is
a tab for each member. We have discovered photos of
paintings of these men, pictures of their houses, short
biographies, anecdotes, etc. and have inserted this
information into the appropriate tab name. We hope
to have an exhibit on the 28-member Executive
Council in the future.
There are still several projects that we have in
mind that are not being worked. We need someone to
write captions for items on display in the Edmund
Fowle House and do collections research. We would
like to develop a tour of Common Street Cemetery.
We need someone to help with yard work and other

HALLOWEEN PARTY
More than 25 costumed guests attended the
Historical Society’s Halloween Party. In addition to
food and drink, our guests enjoyed the festively
decorated Edmund Fowle House, complete with a
coffin containing “Esmerelda’s” bones and a talking
zombie butler who greeted people at the door.
J)

From Antoinette Blackwood - a Watertown
police log from 1895 - 1896 and a 1907 photo of
Watertown police officers
From former Historical Society President
Sigrid Reddy Watson of Falls Church, VA - two
teeshirts, one from the “Deluxe Town Diner” and one
from the “Save the Fowle House” campaign
From Alan and Helena Ladbrooke of Boxted,
England (home of our forefathers) - a “Boxted 2000”
mug and a booklet on “The Winthrops of Groton”
From Phyllis DiAndrea of Waltham - two
booklets from the 1930s, one for a banquet in honor
of Roy Papalia and one from a local presentation of
“Everybody on Deck”
From Historical Society Councilor Joyce
Kelly - two books, “The Warren-Adams Letters” and
“A Chronological Survey 1775 - 1783”
We have also received donations to be used
by the Historical Society:
From MacDonald, Rockwell and MacDonald
Funeral Service - 33 folding chairs, a podium with a
light and 2 cushioned chairs
From volunteer Lynne O’Connell and Lynn
Rardin - a computer with wireless internet capability
plus a monitor and keyboard, and a gooseneck lamp

Audrey Jones Childs tells the fortune o f Pam Hubley
There was fortune telling, courtesy of Audrey
Jones Childs and a Best Costume Contest, won by
Clara Gibbons (1940s girl) and David Russo (Blue
Man Group). Twenty-five people joined us on a mini
tour of Common Street Cemetery where we heard
about Charles Brigham (David Russo), Ellen Robbins
(Mary Spiers) and Edmund Fowle (Karl H.
Neugebauer). The Halloween Trivia Contest was won
by Kay Westcott.

Our thanks go out to all of our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.
b i > i s , Wl&r

ELLEN ROBBINS’ “PANSIES”
ON DISPLAY
In our January 2009 newsletter we reported
that one of our Council members found an Ellen
Robbins painting of pansies at a local indoor yard
sale. It was in rough shape and in desperate need of
conservation. Our plea for help was answered by
several of our members: Dolores McCall, Ted
Wayne, James Bennas and Sybil Campbell, as well as
our anonymous donor who paid for the cleaning of
the painting. Thanks to their generous donations, the
painting has been cleaned, matted with acid-free
materials, and framed using UV protective glass.
The work was done by Hagop’s Art Studio at
33 Belmont Street. It is now hanging in the front
hallway of the Edmund Fowle House. The vibrant
colors of the pansies are striking and enhanced by the
bright blue wall it hangs upon. We are thrilled that

Mary Spiers portrays Ellen Robbins during a lanternlit tour in Common Street Cemetety

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society of Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts since our last
newsletter, including:
4

this painting has been brought back to its former
glory and that we are able to display it.

The area where the Administration Building
now stands had been part of a series of farms into the
beginning of the 19th century - first the property of
founder Edward Howe (the area long known as
Howe’s Field), later owned by the Goddard family
(ancestors of Goddard the rocket inventor), and in
between for a few years at the beginning of the 18th
century the farm of Samuel Pams, recently minister
of Salem Village until an unpleasantness over the
possibility of certain parishioners being witches
proved mistaken and the Village and the minister
parted on strained terms. While in Watertown Parris
farmed and served as the town’s schoolmaster.
Before the town acquired the land Levi
Thaxter’s house stood somewhere in the vicinity.
Thaxter was a president of the Union Market Bank
among other posts, an abolitionist, town activist,
and father-in-law of writer and artist Celia Thaxter
- who lived there with her husband and in-laws for
a time after her marriage. The Thaxter Home still
stands, moved to the comer of Main and Cuba
Streets. Some had hoped that the building, scene of
so many literary and abolitionist gatherings, might
become the headquarters of the Historical Society.
By 1895 when the Park Commission made
its first report, they referred to the land as the
“Loomis Lot” after another former owner. As the
town had reserved the option of placing public
buildings on the site, It then contained the Public
Library (where it is now), the Grant School (about
where the Boys and Girls Club is), the Soldier’s
Monument (the same that stands today but located
on the site of our Town Hall), plus a private house
facing east on a section of present Thaxter St.
(about where the dumpster is now) - the property of
one Mr. S. H. Coombs. (Mr. S. Henry Coombs, a
cashier at a Boston bank, evidently rented out the
house on Thaxter St. for he lived at 9 Russell Ave.
and was in no hurry to sell this investment property
to the town.)
Since the Park Department had recently
persuaded the Road Department to move the tumble
of sewer pipes dumped on the Loomis Lot, and had
a man with a mower and a scythe get rid of the
matted tall grass they felt the grounds no longer
“shamed the town and disgusted the onlooker.”
By 1896 the area was called “Main Street
Park” and much enjoyed by the citizens young and
old. However, the “shaded portions, at night during
the warm season are frequented by the hoodlum

Ellen Robbins’ “Pansies”, matted and framed
We plan to have a program in the near future
featuring Ellen Robbins and her work. This painting
will be highlighted. Many thanks to our kind donors.

TOWN HALL TOUR
The Historical Society conducted a tour of
our Town Hall on November 14. Members of the
Historical Society and the Town government
discussed the architecture, landscape, departments,
resources and history in-depth. The following article
is by Co-President Marilynne Roach, who researched
the history of the site upon which Town Hall stands.

Town Manager Michael Driscoll, State Rep. & Town
Councilor Jonathan Hecht, Marilynne Roach, Joyce
Kelly, Clara Gibbons, Pam Pinsky and David Russo
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help whenever help was needed. He was an energetic
person, was very skilled at working in the garden and
as a carpenter. This past summer he assisted in the
construction of our float for the Memorial Day Parade
and played a part on the float itself.
Don loved his town. He was also involved in
the Friends of the Library, Trees for Watertown and
his church, St. John’s Methodist.
We offer our condolences to the family and
friends. He will be greatly missed at the Historical
Society and at other organizations in Watertown.

element,” and was still blighted by the presence of
the Coombs property behind its “high board fence.”
By 1897 the park had been re-named to
honor town founder Sir Richard Saltonstall but was
still vexed with the “disfigurement” of the Coombs
house “surrounded by a high board fence
surmounted with barb wire” - no doubt to
discourage the attentions of the hoodlum element.
The Coombs house stubbornly appeared on
maps until at least 1911. S. Henry Coombs seems to
have died around that time - his wife Frances is
listed at the Russell St. house in the 1912
Watertown Directory as a widow, so it is probably
no coincidence that the town acquired the property
around this time.
Thus the whole area became public although
by 1929 and the beginning of the Great Depression,
the park’s future was, according to the
commissioners, “questionable” at least “until the
Town definitely decides whether or not the future
municipal building is to be located thereon.”
W f' 6 b.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings held in September, November,
March and May, and invitations to any other events
occurring during the year.

goo*}
Name:_____________________________________
Address:___________________________________
City, State, Z ip:_____________________________
Email:
___________

GURDON“DON” BUCK
It is with great sadness we report that one of
our fellow Historical Society Councilors, Gurdon
“Don” Saltonstall Buck passed away in November.
Gurdon was voted on to the Historical Society
Council in 1998. He was on the Building and
Grounds Committee and the Building Restoration
Committee during the restoration of the Edmund
Fowle House.

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Benefactor
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00
$1,000.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Robert Childs - Co-President
Marilynne Roach - Co-President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
James Bean
Julia Donahue
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor

Historical Society Councilor Gurdon “Don ” Buck
Gurdon was very supportive of the Society,
attended the events we sponsored and volunteered to
6
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WATERTOWN’S DAIRIES SUPPLIED
SURROUNDING TOWNS
I'm sure many of you Watertown history fans
remember the “Echoes” column that Sigrid Reddy
Watson wrote for several years for the Watertown
TAB/Press beginning in 1997. Ms. Watson was the
Director of the Watertown Free Public Library from
1971-1989 and President of the Historical Society of
Watertown from 2001-2003.

Sigrid Reddy Watson Tennan at a book-signing event
in the Watertown Free Public Library
Ms. Watson’s weekly column was about
Watertown history. She covered subjects including
Watertown during the Revolution, the Arsenal,
women’s suffrage, the Fowles, renowned local people
and buildings and houses, our many ethnic groups,
the industries that made Watertown a place to settle in
during the 19th and early 20lh centuries, and many

other subjects. All of these columns are now
compiled in her new book, “Watertown Echoes”,
available for purchase through the Historical Society
of Watertown (S24.95).
We have printed one of the columns (Aug 7,
1997) from her book here for your enjoyment.
Fifty years ago, several dairies supplied the
people of Watertown and surrounding towns - even
Boston - with milk and other dairy products which
were delivered to the customer’s door. Glass milk
bottles may now be “collectibles,” but years ago they
were common. Even into the fifties and sixties you
might expect the milkman to make his daily rounds,
and you left a note in a bottle on your back steps to
ask him to leave an extra quart or a pint of cream or
even some cottage cheese. Now we go to the store for
milk and bread, and have forgotten that in our
parents’ time these products were delivered to
people’s homes. Before the delivery vans were
motorized, the familiar “clop” of the milkman’s horse
signaled the advent of the daily delivery.
For many years Watertown was the home of
two dairies: the Andrews Milk Company and the
Woodland Dairy. The Woodland Dairy was located
on Waverley Avenue where Woodland Towers now
stands, and the Andrews Milk Co. was at 43 Franklin
Street near Arsenal Street. Allen Andrews, who
taught woodworking at the High School for many
years, tells us that Chauncey Andrews founded the
company, and that Allen’s great-uncle, Austin
Andrews, came from Machias, Maine, to join his

their retirement home in North wood, New
Hampshire, he gave me, for the Library, a poster with
a number of pictures of the operations of the Andrews
Milk Company, and reminded me that it was he who
brought his woodworking class to build the partition
in the stack wing of the Library so that we could have
a room for the Elderly Drop-in Center. I had asked Ed
Francis, Allen’s department head at the High School,
if he could help us out, and he sent Allen and his
students to enclose the space where for several years
senior citizens met for classes in painting, knitting, or
crocheting, or to chat over cups of coffee. This was
the predecessor of the beautiful Senior Center that has
now been provided by the Town next to the Phillips
School building and across Marshall Street from the
Fowle House.
For many years Dorothy, Allen’s wife, taught
first grade in Watertown, and she remembers with
pleasure the excitement with which her students
learned to read. They also performed in plays, notably
“Peter Pan.” We shared recollections of the differing
approaches to teaching reading and agreed that our
experience as grandparents has convinced us that
phonics will always be an important part of the
learning process.
Allen has a collection of the milk bottles that
were used by the Andrews Company. The bottles had
the company’s name printed in red on them, and they
were manufactured in quart, pint, half-pint and gill
sizes. Allen explained that the gill was used to
provide individual servings to children in schools. His
most precious bottle is one that a friend found in a
hole being dug during the building of the new high
school; it still has the name of the Andrews Milk
Company on it. If you find, while digging in your
garden or cleaning out your basement, a bottle
bearing the name of one of Watertown’s old dairies,
please don’t throw it away; give it to the Historical
Society so that we’ll keep the memory of the time
when we didn’t have to go to the store for milk but
had it delivered right to the door. And, like Allen,
give old photographs of ordinary events and activities
and people to the Watertown Public Library; they
serve as documents of the town’s history.
(Editor’s note - The Historical Society o f
Watertown welcomes your old photographs, too.)

brother, who later made Austin the president of the
company. The milk wagons of the Woodland Dairy,
with their horses and drivers, are pictured in
“Crossroads on the Charles,” and now we have,
courtesy of Allen Andrews, a photograph of the
delivery wagons of the Andrews Milk Company.

Woodland Daily wagon (photo courtesy o f the
Watertown Free Public Library)
According to Allen, the two Watertown milk
companies engaged in a friendly rivalry, and
cooperated with each other and with H. P. Hood,
dividing up the western suburbs and even the
neighboring parts of Boston so that they could serve
customers in an ever-widening area. Allen says that
in order to ensure the high butterfat content of the
milk, his father used to drive up to see his suppliers in
Vermont, taking the whole family along with him for
the ride. He carried with him a centrifuge, and would
personally milk each cow and centrifuge the milk
from it. Then if he found that the milk given by a
particular cow was not up to standard, he would point
it out to the fanner and tell him that she should be
“retired." In those days, a high content of butterfat
was preferred, an interesting contrast to the present
day’s four-percent standard for “whole” milk
One of the Andrews brothers eventually went
into the ice cream business. Because of the high
butterfat content, ice cream would melt quickly and if
you had it in an ice cream cone, you had to keep
licking as it melted and ran down the outside of the
cone - messy, but delicious. Now, because people
worry about fat content, ice cream manufacturers put
fillers into the mixture to achieve the necessary bulk.
When I visited Allen and his wife Dorothy in

_

Sigrid now lives in Falls Church, VA, and is
still a member of the Historical Society and a lover of
Watertown history.
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We provide this coloring book to the third grade
classes in Watertown's Public School system.

BOOKS FOR SALE
The Historical Society has many wonderful
books available for sale to the public on the history of
Watertown. They also make a great gift.

By Nancy Rubin Stuart
The Muse of the Revolution: The Secret Pen of
Mercy Otis Warren & the Founding of a Nation
$28.95 + 1.81 tax
In the first full-length biography about Mercy
Otis Warren in sixty years, Stuart explores Mercy’s
multi-faceted talents as patriot and writer, devoted
daughter, wife, mother of five and friend. This book
delves into Mercy Otis Warren’s highly-charged,
mercurial friendship with John Adams that influenced
his politics and troubled his later years.

By Maude de Leigh Hodges, edited by Sigrid
Reddy Watson
Crossroads on the Charles
S18.00 + 1.13 tax
This lavishly illustrated book tells the story
of Watertown from its founding in 1630 up through
the 1980s and illuminates the events that have
contributed to its character. A must-have for the
Watertown history scholar.

By G. Frederick Robinson and Ruth Robinson
Wheeler
Great Little Watertown 1630 - 1930: A Tercentenary
History
$40.00 + 2.50 tax
A collector’s item for enthusiasts of Watertown
history - a detailed history of Watertown’s beginnings
with a wonderful collection of old pictures and
anecdotes

By Sigrid Reddy Watson
Watertown Echoes - A Look Back at Life in a
Massachusetts Town
$24.95 + 1.56 tax
A compilation of Ms. Watson’s weekly
column on Watertown history printed for a number of
years in the Watertown TAB. it covers topics such as
Watertown during the Revolution, the Arsenal and
other industries, people, buildings and houses. From
the annual walking of the town boundaries, to
appropriate punishment for a fanner’s disorderly
swine, Watertown Echoes brings to life the history of
one of America’s oldest municipalities.

New this year! - Historical Society of
Watertown tote bags featuring a line drawing of the
newly restored Edmund Fowlc on the front. These
heavy-duty bags, sturdy enough to carry all your books,
are beige with black trim and sell for $20.00 + 1.25 tax.

By the Historical Society of Watertown &
the Friends of the Watertown Free Public
Library
Images of America - Watertown
$19.99 + 1.25
Published by Arcadia Press - Experience
Watertown and its story as never before — through
128 pages of historic photos, drawings and other
early images.
Revised by the Historical Society
The History of Watertown 1630-1776
$5.00 + .31 tax
A coloring book for children illustrated with
images of Watertown and accompanying captions.

To purchase books and/or tote bags, please contact
Joyce at 781-899-7239 orjoycekel@aol.com.
3

We, as many of you, had always seen copies
of this map around town in the schools, in the library,
here in Town Hall and even in many private homes.
Owning these maps was then, as it is today, a mark of
people’s interest in and commitment to the shared
heritage of our Town. We just never knew that there
was an original map.
In 1930, for the Watertown tercentenary, ten
members of a Watertown High School art class
competed in a contest to produce the best map
showing historical Watertown. The maps could
include places that no longer exist; places that still
exist; and historical people and events. Senior Mary
Hotz of Arsenal Street won the contest and you can
probably see why by looking at her map. Miss Hotz
had no formal training in art, just the basics of what
the school system provided and her own innate skill.
The high degree of painstaking detail on each and
every element of this map is tremendous. Lots of
great information and history are tastefully,
artistically and concisely illustrated. I invite the
community to take the time to experience the artistry
of Mary’s work.

1930 MARY HOTZ MAP
On March 23 the Historical Commission
presented the original historic map of Watertown
drawn in 1930 by then high schooler, Mary Hotz, to
the town.
Copies of the map are probably familiar to
many, as they depict various historic events and
places in town. In 2009, the heirs of Mary Hotz
donated the original map to the town and the
Historical Commission had it professionally mounted
and framed.
Historical Commission Chair David Russo
made the following comments at the presentation. In
attendance were Dorothy Hotz-Colley and Grant
Colley (Mary Hotz’s sister and nephew, respectively),
as well as the Town Manager, the Town Council,
members of the Commission and of the public.

The original 1930 map o f Watertown by Maty Hotz
I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce
Dorothy Hotz-Colley and her son Grant Colley.
Dorothy is the sister of the late Mary Hotz Milligan,
the artist of this beautiful map before us.
Imagine our surprise. We often have folks
come through our door with a personal or family
story of their life in Watertown; rarer still is the
occasional artifact or photograph of a long-lost
Watertown. And, of course, the odd requests to buy
something such as Watertown’s Boston Post Cane.
We indeed get a lot of visits and the Historical
Commission has to be one of the more interesting and
exciting places to work in Town Hall. When Dorothy
Hotz-Colley and her son Grant came through our
door with the original 1930 history map, our
collective jaw dropped.

Dorothy Hotz-Colley and Grant Colley (Maiy H otz’s
sister and nephew) at the presentation
At the time, colored copies of the maps were
sold for $3 apiece, and uncolored ones for $2 apiece
and the money raised went toward the tercentenary
committee and to establish a scholarship at the
school. Apparently Mary visited the Lions Club and
Rotary Club to exhibit the replica maps. Mary also
had the foresight and intelligence to mail a copy of
the map to President Calvin Coolidge, whose family
had a farmstead in early Watertown between
Arlington and Grove Streets. He sent a thank you
note that we also had framed, along with other
4

materials that help us understand today how valuable
this map is.
Not surprisingly, Mary went on to attend art
school in Boston, although she did not pursue art
professionally. She eventually married and left town.
Unfortunately in 2006, she passed away with her
beloved map on her wall. We are pleased that her
family chose to remember Watertown: both Mary’s
and Dorothy’s home town.

$50,000 to 37 local community organizations.
Dollars awarded were based on the number of votes
each organization received.
We are pleased to report that the Historical
Society of Watertown received $880. Thank you to
all who voted for us and to Watertown Savings Bank
for their generosity to the many non-profit
organizations that benefited.

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society of Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts since our last
newsletter, including:
From Rosalen Vineberg of Randolph, MA old postcards of 3 different Watertown scenes - the
First Baptist Church, Rosary Academy and the high
school
From
Historical
Society Co-President
Marilynne Roach - a booklet, “Watertown’s Natural
Landscape: an Introductory Atlas”, written and
illustrated by the donor
From Joan McNealy White and John Richard
McNealy of West Roxbury, MA - 22 Watertown
High School yearbooks, some associated glossy
photos, measuring tools for the book layouts, two
programs and a newspaper article about their father,
John McNealy, who worked at the high school from
1932 to 1971
From Historical Society Councilor E. Joyce
M unger - a necktie and a fan-window sun catcher,
mementos of the opening of the Arsenal Mall in
1983; and a Watertown gold medallion in recognition
of Nurse Mary Ellen O’Connor who gave her life in
the war of 1917
From Phyllis DiAndrea of Waltham - three
emery boards advertising Bon Ton Cleaners
From Winifred Kneisel of Waltham - a
document from the Framingham Normal School
saying that M. Theresa Quackenbush of Natick would
be teaching at the Coolidge School in 1909
We have also received donations to be used
by the Historical Society:
From former Historical Society President
Karl Neugebauer - four tall wire shelving units for
storage of part of our collections
Our thanks go out to all of our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.

A close-up of a comer of the original 1930 map

The Historical Commission on our part was
pleased to remount and reframe the map so that it can
be enjoyed by residents in perpetuity. Commission
members individually donated funds for the map to
be mounted on acid-free paper and placed in a more
secure frame. On behalf of Mary Hotz-Milligan’s
family and the Historical Commission, I am pleased
to present the 1930 Mary Hotz Historic Map of
Watertown and the Calvin Coolidge letter to the
Honorable Town Council and the residents of the
Town of Watertown.

2010 WSB CUSTOMER
CHOICE AWARDS
Each year, the Watertown Savings Bank
helps support local
civic and non-profit
organizations that make a significant contribution to
the quality of life in our community by giving away
a substantial amount of money to help these groups
continue their important work. This year Watertown
Savings Bank customers voted on the distribution ol
5

The tapestry is in a 40.5" x 49" wood and
gesso frame. Ms. Jones remembers her grandfather,
Wilfred Addison Norris, did some conservation work
on the frame before he died in 1935. The Historical
Society has recently done some conservation work on
this piece. The glass has been replaced with UV
filtering glass to block out ultra-violet rays of the sun
which fades colors. We have had an acid-free spacer
installed around the edge of the needlework so that
the fabric does not touch the glass. The paper backing
of the frame has been replaced with an acid-free
paper backing.
The frame has been painted and stabilized.
Over the years, the frame has seen some drying out
and flaking has occurred. It has been treated with a
special coating and painted the same color gold as the
original color. The conservation work was done by
Hagop’s Art Studio on Belmont Street.

SPOTLIGHT ON ...
The Historical Society of Watertown has a
wonderful collection of artifacts and we continue to
have Watertown-related items donated to us from all
over the country. This new column will highlight
items from our collection - some that are on display
and some that are rarely or never seen by the public.
Our handsome George Washington tapestry
hangs upstairs in the Council Chamber of the
Edmund Fowle House. The tapestry, a representation
of an unfinished Gilbert Stuart painting, was done by
Caroline Bird Norris in Chelsea, MA circa 1850. Her
daughter, Ruth Norris Hull, who lived in the East End
on Coolidge Hill Road, donated it to us around 1970.
Ruth Norris Hull was the mother of current Historical
Society member Florence Jones, with whom we are
still in contact.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly newsletter,
invitations to our public meetings and special events.
Name:_____________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City, State, Zip:_____________________________
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation
Florence remembers while growing up that
the needlework was always in her home. When doing
some research on it several years ago, she discovered
that tapestry was very similar to the Stuart painting
referred to as “Lansdowne”, done in 1796 and so
called because it was a gift to the Marquis of
Lansdowne, an English supporter of American
independence. Gilbert Stuart’s “Lansdowne” hangs in
the National Portrait Gallery of the Smithsonian
Institution. Why her grandmother chose to copy an
unfinished portrait (his trousers are partially complete
in black, as is the area around his right ankle) instead
of the “Lansdowne” remains a mystery.

S25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Robert Childs - Co-President
Marilynne Roach - Co-President
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Audrey Jones Childs - Asst. Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Julia Donahue
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly Newsletter Editor
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STUDENT OUTREACH PROGRAMS
WITH OUR WATERTOWN SCHOOLS
The Historical Society of Watertown sponsors
the Historical Society Award for the best history
essay submitted by a high school student. This year
students had their choice of three themes: an
individual, ethnic group or landmark in Watertown
and its significance to the town and region.
The 1st place winner received $300, the 2nd
and 3rd place winners received $100 each. The
winners were chosen by a panel of Historical Society
Council members. The awards were presented on
June 14 in the high school lecture hall.

Brenna McDonald, Sasha Grodsky? and Joe Lowiy at
the high school Essay Awards Ceremony
Third place went to Joe Lowry for his essay
on “Watertown During the Revolutionary War”.
Second place went to Sasha Grodsky for her essay on
“Perkins School for the Blind”. First place went to
Brenna McDonald for her essay on “The Charles
River” which is printed here for our members.

The Charles River has allowed Watertown
and the surrounding areas to thrive; are we returning
the favor?
For thousands of years people in eastern
Massachusetts have relied on the Charles River for
everything from transportation to supplying power
but are we really doing as much good for it as it has
done for us? With all this use, we are potentially
preventing it from being used in the future by both
people and the animals that live in and around it. The
Charles River has become infamously polluted and
has gone from a place that drew people to the area as
a reliable water source to having a detrimental affect
on the wild life that has relied on it for a lot longer
than we have.
The river was originally carved out by glacial
activity, and due to archeological evidence we know
that not long after the glaciers receded humans
existed in the surrounding areas. Algonquin speaking
Indians that are said to have lived in the area may
have referred to it as Quinobequin meaning
meandering or Shamut meaning “Where there is a big
river”. The first explorer to officially name the river
was Captain John Smith who named it the
“Massachusetts River” in order to pay tribute to the
land’s Indian history. Once King Charles the first
heard about this name he strongly suggested that they
change the name from a “Barbarian” name to a more
“English” one resulting in the name the Charles River
after King Charles himself.
In 1786 the Charles River Bridge was built
connecting Boston to Charlestown, allowing quicker,

the hatch shell and the summer concerts, the walks
and bike riding along the esplanade. When groups
like the EPA provide information for the public we
are not only educating people who live here now but
help to extend the information to the future
environmental activists and citizens of Watertown.
I hope that in my life time I will be able to
swim in the Charles River without worrying about
hitting rusty shopping carts and broken glass bottles
on the river bed, be able to fish and eat the fish not
having to worry about if they could be poisoned or
filled with mercury and see positive uses for this great
resource as we preserve it for years to come.

more efficient travel. The building of this bridge
sparked the ideas for building several other bridges
over wide bodies of water, causing social and mostly
economic advances. These people used the Charles
for everything from a food source to a water supply
and possibly even a mode of transportation. The
clean, harmless ways that they used the river did not
result in any kind of pollution until the 19th century
when the industrial revolution of the north took off.
Once mills were introduced they were built
all along the Charles in the stretch from the
Watertown dam to Boston Harbor. In 1875 it was
recorded by the government that there were 43 mills
in the 9.5 mile stretch according to the Charles River
Watershed Association (CRWA). The Watertown
dam, built in 1634 prevented the migration of fish,
captured sediment and drastically changed the flow of
the river. The paving of roads and other land replaced
materials such as dirt and grass that could absorb
harmful materials, similar to a filter, before they
reached the river into a sort of drainage system
causing more and more chemicals and waste to end
up in the river. The dumping of waste and other
garbage into the river also became an acceptable form
of disposal in the 1800’s. In 1840 when the idea of a
public water system was first introduced it was
designed so that it drained directly into the Charles
River. Some of the pollutants that ended up in the
river included used oil, antifreeze, lawnmower
gasoline and household or garden chemicals.
All of this pollution and negligence to
keeping the river clean didn’t just go away but stayed
until the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
started its Clean Charles River Initiative. The CCRI
started making great strides in order to restore the
river to as close to its natural state as possible making
it both “swimmable” and “fishable”. They handle
storm overflow, bad sewer connections, and any other
source of pollution. The annual Charles River Clean
up in Watertown is more of a volunteer based effort
showcasing people taking care of their river.
The Charles River has served Watertown well
and in the past decade we have been serving it the
same way. It not only made us a center for trade and
settling but kept us a thriving community in the years
after the area was settled. By providing the public
with information about the river and its history we are
motivating people to maintain the river and wild life
that surrounds and relies on it. This is done by the
EPA and their many efforts to keep the river clean
and the events that are supported by the river such as

The Historical Society appreciates the effort
taken by the high school staff to encourage students
to develop an interest in the history o f their town. We
look forward to reading the essays every year.

Vice President Audrey Jones Childs presents David
Sheehan with an aw>ard o f appreciation.
Social Studies Coordinator David Sheehan
has been our liaison at the high school for many
years. Dave is retiring after 39 years in the school
system. The Historical Society recognized his many
years of being our link to the school by presenting
him with an award o f appreciation featuring a photo
of the newly restored Edmund Fowle House. We
wish him good luck on his future endeavors.
The “liaison” torch has been passed on to
high school U.S. history teacher Kraig “Gus’
Gustafson, who will be our new contact and has been
named the high school’s 2010 “Teacher of the Year”.
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followed by a program on what a five year old girl’s
life was like in the 18th century.
Each Daisy was loaned a mob cap and apron
to wear during the presentation. Audrey Jones Childs,
Vice President of the Historical Society and an 18th
century reenactor, lead the program. She explained
that at their age they would have worn clothes exactly
like a female adult. Audrey had one child feel her side
to understand that under her day dress, she wore stays
and a shift. The children were amazed at the many
layers of clothes. Audrey spoke about the purpose for
many layers as she talked about the fireplace, pots,
the reflector oven, and the beehive oven. She then
gave an extensive overview of using herbs in cooking
and medicinally. As she spoke she passed around
various herbs to smell and touch. She also passed
around a Tussie Mussie (nosegay) she had made with
sage and roses. The girls learned why the air in the
18th century often smelled and that the Tussie Mussie
was used by men and women to help refresh their
scent.

“EFH” PATCHES
Through the efforts of Peggy Anderson, our
Education Committee Chair, several student
outreach program were scheduled for this spring.
We wanted to give the students something to take
home to remind them of their visit with the
Historical Society at the Edmund Fowle House.
Peggy came up with the idea o f designing a patch
that the scouts and students could put on their
jacket, shirt, vest or backpack.
The very handsome patch has our logo on it
- a line drawing o f the 1772 Edmund Fowle House
- in yellow, as is the newly restored house. The
words are in maroon, in keeping with the color of
the wording on our stationary.
Each child that attended the Daisy program,
the Cub Scout program and the bus tour received
one of our new patches. Read on!

Audrey Jones Childs surrounded by the Daisys in
their colonial mob caps and aprons

The new Historical Society patch given to students

Audrey told the children that herbs, insects,
and other plants were used to make dyes for coloring
woven material for clothes and for making water
color paints. She passed around a mortar and pestle
for the children to try that contained bark which once
ground yielded a burnt umber color.
Audrey showed a distaff from the spinning
wheel that was loaded with flax. She had the children
touch the flax as she explained it was from a plant.
She then passed around raw wool and demonstrated
wool carding. Lastly, Audrey passed around various

DAISY GIRL SCOUT VISIT
A group of 9 Daisy Girl Scouts (K-grade 1)
visited the Edmund Fowle House last month. After
walking over from the Hosmer they enjoyed a snack
provided by their troop leaders and Peggy Anderson,
the Historical Society’s Education Committee Chair.
The group was then given a brief tour of the house
3
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Bob compared those chores to the way things are
done today by just turning on a faucet, pushing a
button on the microwave or turning up the thermostat.
The look of appreciation was evident on their faces.
The group then went up to second floor to see ~
the Council Chamber where several of the Founding
Fathers met and helped decide the fate of our nation
in the early years of our fight for independence.

balls of yam from spun flax and wool. She asked the
children to guess whether each ball was a plant or
animal. The overall program was a success.

The girls seem quite fascinated by the stoiy being told
to them in the Council Chamber o f the EFH
The big question is whether the children or
Peggy and Audrey had the better time!
Bob Childs with the Cub Scouts in their tri-con hats
and colonial work shirts

CUB SCOUT VISIT

After their living history lesson, they retired
to the library for some much needed cookies and cold
drinks. While they enjoyed the refreshments provided
by Peggy Anderson, colonial soldier Bob showed
them his sword and explained how the musket he
carries works.
When it was time to return to 21st century
they gave the shirts and tri-cons back and went on
their merry way with promises to bring their parents
and friends back for another visit.

In June, four boys from Pack 30 - Den 3 of
the Watertown Cub Scouts, two of their parents and
their Den leader came to the Edmund Fowle House
and Museum for a tour and an introduction to life in
the 18th century in Watertown. Bob Childs, a
Councilor for the Historical Society and an 18th
century reenactor, lead the program
Upon arrival they went into the old kitchen to
get properly attired for their visit to the 18th century.
An old sea trunk in the old kitchen holds the colonial
children’s clothing we purchased last year, thanks to
a grant from the Watertown Harvard/O’Neill
Properties Community Enrichment Fund, for use
during our children’s outreach programs.
Once they had their colonial work shirts and
tri-cons in place Bob began an explanation of the
various items in a 1772 kitchen and what chores boys
might have to perform in the 18th century. They all
got to put the bucket yoke on their shoulders and
were told that they would have been responsible for
fetching water from the well outside. They also
would have been responsible for fetching wood for
the fireplace used for cooking and heating the house.

A THIRD GRADE BUS TOUR
In collaboration with Susan Cole, a 3rd grade
teacher at the Hosmer Elementary School, an historic
bus tour of Watertown sites was created for her class.
The idea for the tour was requested by Ms. Cole with
the intention of bringing to life the coloring book,
Early Watertown. 1630-1776. This coloring book is
provided by the Historical Society to the Watertown
3rd grade classes. Ms. Cole has been our liaison for distributing the coloring books to the schools. The
book is used in their curriculum.
4
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about some of the memorials there, the time capsules
in the front lawn, and explained about the type of
business done in some of the town offices. The fourth
stop was at Perkins School for the Blind. Mike
Cataruzolo, Supervisor of Volunteer Services, gave a
15 minute educational lesson about Perkins, the use
of a cane, sign languages, and methods for learning to
speak. He covered many other topics.

Ms. C ole’s 17 students, and Audrey' Jones Childs, on
the front stairs o f Town Hall
The 4-hour tour took place on June 14th. The
sites covered were established through collaboration
between Ms. Cole, Robert Childs, and Audrey Jones
Childs. A school bus was rented for the 4-hour
period. Susan Cole, Education Committee Chair
Peggy Anderson, and a parent attended the tour along
with 17 students from Ms. Cole’s class. Bob and
Audrey talked about each historic area/site along the
way, which included 4 stops.

Three 3ul grade students sit at a table in the Council
Chamber at Town Hall
Overall, 53 historic sites in Watertown were
covered along the route. The students were on their
best behavior. A good time was had by all.
We are proud to mention that Susan Cole
received the 2010 Teacher of the Year Award at the
Hosmer School.

THANKS FOR THE EXTRAS
The Historical Society would like to thank
everyone who sent in an additional S10 or $20
dollars with their dues. Many o f you do this every
year. It adds up and helps us tremendously. We also
wish to thank our members who renew and the
Friend and Household level.
We run the all volunteer Historical Society
of Watertown with money collected mostly from
membership dues and donations. This is how we
pay not only for the printing o f the newsletters and
program flyers as well as the mailings, but also for
the monthly utility bills of the Edmund Fowle
House and other expenses to run the Society. No
one on the Board of the Society is paid a wage.

The students don their tri-con hats and mob caps in
the old kitchen at the Edmund Fowle House
At Mount Auburn Cemetery the children
were given an overview of the garden cemetery by
Bree Harvey, Vice President of External Affairs. At
die Edmund Fowle House, Bob lead a full tour of the
nouse. Each boy got to wear tri-con hat and the girls
got to wear a mob cap. At the Watertown Town Hall,
Bob Erickson, Watertown’s Veteran’s Agent, talked
5

SAURO LANDSCAPING

ANNUAL ELECTION OF
OFFICERS

The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House.
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscapine.com

In May the Historical Society of Watertown
conducted their election of officers for the upcoming
fiscal year. New Board members include Maijorie
Greenberg and David R usso..
For a listing of all Board members please
refer to the last section of this newsletter.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION

MAY WALKING TOUR
On a beautiful May afternoon, Historical
Society member and volunteer Kathy Button
conducted a walking tour of Whiting Park and
Whitney Hill.
We explored what used to be Edmund
Fowle’s “Back 40” transformed into a planned
housing development at the turn of the last century.
We also discussed the legacy of Watertown
architect Alberto Haynes, who designed many of
the houses in Whiting Park

Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip:______________________________
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

i
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS

Kathy Button (second from left) at the top o f Oliver
Street after leading the group over Whitney Hill

Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
David J. Russo - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary

The Historical Society has several resources
that can be used to research different sections of
Watertown, including the 1982 Historic Resources
Inventory that recounts the development of the
different sections of town, the architecture and some
of the people that occupied or owned the structures.
We know you have additional local stories
of your own. We would love work with you and
help put a tour together o f your neighborhood.

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
Marjorie Greenberg
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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LT. GEORGE EATON PRIEST
GRAVESITE REDEDICATION
The Historical Society of Watertown, the
Civil War Round Table of Greater Boston and the
Mass. Civil War Sesquiccntennial Commission
commemorated the life and Civil War service of
Watertown’s Lieutenant George Eaton Priest at a
gravesite rededication on September 19, 2010 in
Ridgelawn Cemetery. Three generations of the Priest
family came in from as far away as Chicago and
Connecticut.

Lt. Priest’s great-grandson, John Sylvester Priest Jr.,
spoke on behalf of the Priest’s about the family’s
long history of military service.
A wreath was placed by MOLLUS and the
Watertown Veterans Services placed a Rag with a
GAR (Grand Army of the Republic) flag holder.
Then the Massachusetts Sons of Union Veterans of
the Civil War performed a Graveside Rededication
Ceremony that included the playing of Taps and the
presentation of accoutrements on the stone by the
Honor Guard, which included a musket, haversack,
canteen and kepi.
The Priest family was very pleased and very
touched by Watertown’s recognition of their
ancestor’s contributions to the Town of Watertown
and to our country.

Three generations o f Lieutenant George Eaton
Priest ’s descendants at the rededication ceremony
Remarks were made by Historical Society
President Marilynne Roach, Civil War Round Table
of Greater Boston President David Smith, Lt.
Commander of MOLLUS Fred Stevens, and
Watertown Veterans Agent Bob Erickson.

The SUV Honor Guard at the decorated gravesite

<
He was a member of the Military Order of
the Loyal Legion of the United States. He was
elected a trustee of the Free Public Library in 1889,
and continued on the board up to the time of his
death. He served as secretary in 1889 and 1890,
treasurer in 1891 and 1893, and chairman from that
time until his death. He was one of the incorporators
of the Watertown Savings Bank; was a member of
the board of trustees, and for a number of years
served as treasurer.
He was brought up in the Methodist
Episcopal church and united with that body when a
young man, remaining a devoted member
throughout his life and serving the society in many
capacities, being a member of the board of trustees
and treasurer of the stewards or custodians of the
church property.”
His very elaborate and well-attended funeral
was held from the Methodist Church. Flis body was
carried to the nearby Common Street Cemetery
where he was laid to rest in the tomb of his father,
Sylvester Priest. His body was moved to Ridgelawn
Cemetery on December 10, 1902 and a sizeable
granite headstone, noting his Civil War service,
now marks his place of burial.
In 1898, the Military Order of the Loyal
Legion of the United States (MOLLUS) presented a
memorial plaque in honor of the late Quartermaster to
his wife. MOLLUS commemorated the service of
many Civil War soldiers by erecting monuments,
plaques or tablets in Massachusetts. The plaque reads:

The following is a short biography.
G e o rg e E a to n P r ie s t (1843 - 1897)
George Eaton Priest was bom on January
30, 1842 in a house on Main Street that stood near
the present Watertown Free Public Library. When
he was a young boy, his parents moved to a house,
no longer standing, at 9 Riverside Street. He spent
the rest of his life living in that house.
After graduating from high school, he
attended Harvard College. After graduation in 1862
he enlisted for 9 months in Company H of the 53rd
Massachusetts Regiment with a commission of
Second Lieutenant. In November 1863 he was
commissioned 1st Lieutenant in the 57th Mass.
Regiment and was appointed Quartermaster.
After the Civil War Priest returned to
Watertown and began working in his father’s
lumber business, Kinney & Priest, located at the
corner of Irving and Arsenal Streets. On September
30, 1865 he married Mary Wallace Whittier. He
went on to work at the Walker & Pratt
Manufacturing Company, until the time of his
death, serving as Treasurer for some of these years.
His obituary, published in the Watertown
Enterprise on July 23, 1897 shows his dedication to
the Watertown community and the many
organizations he supported and assisted. It reads:
“During the war he joined Pequossctte Lodge, A.F.
and A.M. and remained a member until his death.

TO THE MEMORY OF
GEORGE EATON PRIEST
1842- 1897
1st LIEUTENANT 53ri> QUARTERMASTER
57™ MASSACHUSETTS INFANTRY
A FAITHFUL OFFICER IN THE WAR
WHICH PRESERVED THE UNION
AND DESTROYED SLAVERY
HIS COMPANIONS IN ARMS
OF THE COMMANDERY
OF THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS
OF THE
MILITARY ORDER OF THE LOYAL LEGION
OF THE UNITED STSATES
HAVE HERE PLACED THIS TABLET
LEX REGIT ARMA TUENTUR

The Latin phrase at the bottom of the plaque
translates as “Arms are borne so the law may rule,”
a motto attributed to Gettysburg hero Joshua
Lawrence Chamberlain of Maine.
*3

Lieutenant George Eaton Priest
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Mary Priest donated this plaque to the
Watertown Free Public Library in honor of her
husband who had served in several positions on the
Library Board of Trustees. Minutes from a meeting
in 1898 record that they “will have the tablet set in
the wall of the library building.”
The plaque was recently remounted on the
outside of the Watertown Free Public Library at 123
Main Street to the left of the front door.

of 1776 it was evident that Britain would not
negotiate with the rebellious colonics. By June when
the Massachusetts House asked the towns what
course they recommended, some 2/3 of them had
already considered the question and all of them had
voted for Independence - most of them unanimously.
As Joseph Hawley wrote from Watertown to Elbridge
Gerry, “You can not declare Independence too soon.”
In Philadelphia, meanwhile, Virginian
Thomas Jefferson led a committee polishing the
document that would formally sever allegiance to
Great Britain. Congress then debated Jefferson’s text
for three days and approved it at last on July 4th. On
that date John Hancock, as President of the
Continental Congress, signed his name - reputedly
saying that he wrote it large enough for King George
to read it without his spectacles - and ordered copies
to be made by Philadelphia printer John Dunlap.
While the rest of the delegates signed the
original over several days, copies traveled to the
governments of the thirteen colonics, now states, as
fast as horse and man could go.
On July 16th a copy reached the Watertown
meetinghouse where the legislature was negotiating a
treaty of alliance with delegates from the Mik’maq
and Saint John’s Indians of Nova Scotia. These ten
delegates considered the significance of the document
and were among the crowd of listeners on July 18th
when the Council Secretary, Perez Morton,
proclaimed the Declaration of Independence to the
whole town by reading it from a window of the
Council Chamber.”
Historical Society Councilor Bob Childs then
portrayed Secretary Perez Morton and read the
Declaration of Independence from the Council
Chamber window.

HISTORIC JULY 1776
EVENTS REENACTED IN
EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE
COUNCIL CHAMBER
The Historical Society of Watertown once
again reenacted the reading of the Declaration of
Independence from a Council Chamber window on
the 2nd floor of the Edmund Fowle House, first done
on July 18, 1776.
For many years, the Society celebrated the
signing of the July 19, 1776 Treaty of Watertown
with a weekend-long Native American Pow Wow
and Colonial Encampment. This year, now that the
Edmund Fowle House has been restored to its
appearance in 1775, including the Council Chamber
where the Executive Council met in 1775-1776, we
decided to celebrate the Treaty in a way more in
keeping with the 1776 activities.
Historical Society President Marilynne K.
Roach wrote a “script” for the event, which included
actual text from the minutes of deliberations that led
to the signing of the Treaty.
Historical Society member and former
Historical Society Councilor John Horrigan read the
narration about the Declaration from the front door:
“As you may know, our headquarters - the
Edmund Fowle House - was requisitioned in April
1775 for the use of the Council, the executive branch,
when the Massachusetts legislature convened here
during the first year and a half of the Revolutionary
War. It was here, in an upstairs room that the Council
and several committees carried on the day-to-day
work of a civil government in time of war.
Some of the Councilors - John Hancock,
John and Samuel Adams, and Robert Treat Paine had been sent to Philadelphia to represent
Massachusetts in the Continental Congress. By spring

John Horrigan and Bob Childs (both on the left)
along with other representatives o f the colonists
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document’s sentiments. As their spokesman Ambrose
Var put it: “We like it well.”
This treaty was the first to be signed between
the new United States (represented by Massachusetts)
and a foreign power (the Mik’maq and St. John’s).
Consequently the Council and the delegates gathered
upstairs in the Fowlc House and, as the Treaty itself
states, “ . . . put their marks, and seals in the Council
Chamber at Watertown . . . the Nineteenth day July in
the year of our Lord One thousand and seven
hundred, and seventy six.”
The Treaty of Watertown was then read aloud
by Governor’s Council member Marilyn Devaney.
We then went up to the Council Chamber
where delegates from both parties gathered around a
table, which held a copy of the Treaty, an inkwell,
and a quill pen.
John Horrigan, as Council President James
Bowdoin, said these words that came from the
minutes of the treaty deliberations:
“The St. John’s and Micmack Tribes are now
our brothers and become one people with the United
Colonies. These Colonies have lately, by their great
Council at Philadelphia, declared themselves free and
independent states, by the name of the United States
of America.. . . This said Great Council. . . do in the
name and by the authority of the good people of these
Colonies, solemnly publish and declare that these
United Colonics are and of right ought to be free and
independent states; [and] have full power to levy war,
conclude peace, contract alliances, establish
commerce, and to do all other acts and things which
independent states may of right do.”

Historical Society member Josh CroftonMacdonald read the narration about the Treaty:
“Among the throng of listeners that day were
the delegates from several villages of the St. John
River (also called Malacitc) and the Mik’maq of
Nova Scotia. In the months before, both the Council
and General Washington had sent letters to these
northern tribes urging them not to side with the
British army. In the summer of 1776 a delegation
journeyed to Machias in Maine. From there Major
Shaw carried them in his sloop to Salem then
accompanied them by carriage to Watertown where
the^y were welcomed in the Council Chamber July
10th. Over the next few days the delegation discussed
an alliance before a joint session of the House and
Council convened in the Watertown meeting house.
Some of the discussion was conducted
through a French-speaking interpreter while the clerk
recorded the dialogue in English as best as lie could
understand it. James Bowdoin, as President of the
Council, spoke for Massachusetts.
Ambrose Var (as the clerk wrote the name, or
Bear as his people would remember him), Newell
Wallis and Francis, represented various villages of
the St. John - the Malacite of St. John’s River.
Joseph Denaquara and Charles, Mattahu Ontranc and
Nicholas, John Battis, Peter Andre and Sabbatis
Netobcobwit represented Mik’maq villages.
Ambrose Var presented a sword, a pistol and
a silver gorget (a military officer’s ornament)
confiscated from a Mr. Anderson who had tried to
persuade them to fight for the British. “[We] told
him,” said Var, “we would have nothing to do with
him, and . . . despised him. We told Anderson when
we took the sword from him we would deliver it up to
General Washington if he would receive it.”
Although the delegates were eager to join
with the American forces, Ambrose Var pointed out,
“It is not in our power to answer now for the whole of
our Tribes, but when we go home, we will . . . see
how many will go to war.” (Not all of the native
people were in agreement about the conflict any more
than all of the colonists were. The Revolution was
very much a civil war.)
Most of the details were settled by July 12th
shortly before Massachusetts’ copy of the Declaration
of Independence arrived in Watertown on the 16th.
Despite the Declaration’s harsh characterization of
native tribes who were siding with the British forces,
the Mik’maq and St. John’s delegates approved of the

Zach and Josh Crofton-Macdonald (on the right)
stand behind Chief Roland Jerome, along with other
representatives o f the Native Americans
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Mi'kmaq Chief Roland Jerome, President of
the United Native American Cultural Center
(UNACC, said these words as Ambrose Var,
representative of the Native Americans in 1776, that
came from the minutes of the treaty deliberations:
“You may depend upon it that we will not
break our words. We will allow all that are here
present hear us and the God of Heaven hear us, and
we will engage in the war, for we are brothers. We
would not lie to save our right hands. We pledge our
faith that we will do what we promise.”
Then, all of the Colonial reenactors and all of
the Native American reenactors “signed” the Treaty.

The exhibit opened on September 11, 2010 at
10:00 with a gathering of about 30 people, including
Gordon Bruggeman and Eric Kula (who both worked
at the Arsenal until it closed as a military site) and
residents of the condos and apartments now housed in
some of the buildings on the Arsenal site.

“WATERTOWN ARSENAL
THRU THE YEARS” EXHIBIT
Gordon Bruggeman and Eric Kula in front o f one o f
thefour display cases

A wonderful photograph exhibit regarding the
history of the Watertown Arsenal is on display in the
east entrance of the Arsenal Mall. The idea for the
display was formed by Lauren Higginson, Marketing
Director for the Arsenal Mall, who says the exhibit
traces the changes that the arsenal area has seen over
its long history.

Pam Pinsky, who has done a tremendous
amount of research on the Arsenal in preparation for
several walking tours she has conducted for the
Historical Society about the Arsenal buildings, then
led a walking tour of a large portion of the arsenal
site. Included was some new information uncovered
during the research for this exhibit. The tour ended at
Bldg 312, once a shop where gun carriages were
produced and now the Arsenal Center for the Arts.
Guests were greeted with refreshments and tours of
the magnificently transformed 1894 building.
The exhibit, located at the back entrance (the
door with the green awning) will be up until
Thanksgiving and will be put up again in January.

NEW MEMBERS
The past year has brought several new
members to the Historical Society.
Don Bemis
Jeffrey Bilezikian
The Bluestein-Gibbons Family
Mary Christopher
Zelda Levitan
Maria McDermott
Maureen McDonald
Matthew McNefT
Florence Pano
Joe Pranevich
Welcome to all our new members and thank
you for your support of the Historical Society.

Olivia Kadiff, Pam Pinsky, Lauren Higginson and
Tiffany Mota at the opening o f the exhibit
Lauren, along with her co-worker, Tiffany
Mota and Historical Society volunteers Pam Pinsky
and Olivia Kadiff, chose information and
photographs for four display cases gathered from the
Historical Society, the Watertown Public Library, the
National Archives and the Library of Congress.
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Edmund Fowle and the role his house played in the
Revolutionary War.

IT’S THE FOWLE
HOUSE DOLLHOUSE !!
The Historical Society of Watertown was
pleased to hear from Paula Lochhcad regarding a
dollhouse her father, James Giammarco, had created
from a l ”x2 Vi” picture of the Fowle House he saw in
the Massachusetts VFW News. Mr. Giammarco, a
World War II Navy Veteran and a skilled craftsman
and retired contractor, has built about 50 dollhouses
since his retirement in 1984, many of them for his
grandchildren and other family members. Some were
built and donated to different organizations to raffle
off as a fundraiser.
James Giammarco was impressed by the
classic lines of the 1772 Fowle House and decided to
construct a facsimile using only the picture as a
reference. The result is an impressive, 1” to the foot
replica. At one point during the dollhouse’s
construction, Ms. Lochhcad found a webpage that
showed the upstairs Council Chamber. James
Giammarco was then inspired to include the
wonderful 90 degree-angled fireplaces that have
recently been restored in that room.

James Giammarco beside both houses

CUB SCOUTS VISIT
Historical Society Education Chair Peggy
Anderson arranged for another group of Cub Scouts
to visit the Edmund Fowle House in September.
The boys and the accompanying parents were
greeted by Historical Society Councilor Bob Childs,
who gave them a tour of the 1772 Edmund Fowle
House and an introduction to life in the 18th century
in Watertown.

James Giammarco and the Fowle House dollhouse
The dollhouse can be viewed at the Fowle
House by appointment by calling Joyce at 781-8997239. Raffle tickets are 1 FOR $5.00 - 3 FOR $10.00
Raffle tickets will be available through midNovember. The winning ticket will be pulled at our
November 16 public program at the public library.
The Historical Society is very grateful to Mr.
Giammarco for his generosity. This dollhouse will
make a wonderful birthday or holiday gift for some
lucky little girl (or lucky big girl). An information
package will be provided to the winner, including the
TAB article regarding the dollhouse and info about

The Hosmer School Pack 30 Den 4 Cub Scouts
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By Nancy Rubin Stuart
The Muse of the Revolution: The Secret Pen of
Mercy Otis Warren & the Founding of a Nation
$28.95 + 1.81 tax
In the first full-length biography about Mercy
Otis Warren in sixty years, Stuart explores Mercy’s
multi-faceted talents as patriot and writer, devoted
daughter, wife, mother of five and friend.

BOOKS FOR SALE
The Historical Society has many wonderful
books available for sale to the public on the history of
Watertown. They make a great gift for the holidays.

By G. Frederick Robinson and Ruth Robinson
Wheeler
Great Little Watertown 1630 - 1930: A Tercentenary
History
$40.00 + 2.50 tax
A collector’s item for enthusiasts of Watertown
history - a detailed history of Watertown’s beginnings
with a wonderful collection of old pictures.

By Maude de Leigh Hodges, edited by Sigrid
Reddy Watson
Crossroads on the Charles
$ 18.00 + 1.13 tax
This lavishly illustrated book tells the story
of Watertown from its founding in 1630 up to the
1980s. A must-have for the Watertown history fan.

New this year! - Historical Society of
Watertown tote bags featuring a line drawing of the
newly restored Fowlc House on the front. These heavyduty bags, sturdy enough to carry all your books, are
beige with black trim and sell for $20.00 + 1.25 tax.

By Sigrid Reddy Watson
Watertown Echoes - A Look Back at Life in a
Massachusetts Town
$24.95 + 1.56 tax
A compilation of Ms. Watson’s weekly
column on Watertown history printed for a number of
years in the Watertown TAB.
By the Historical Society of Watertown &
the Friends of the Watertown Free Public
Library
Images of America - Watertown
$19.99 + 1.25
Experience Watertown and its story as never
before — through 128 pages of historic photos,
drawings and other early images.

To purchase books and/or tote bags, please contact
Joyce at 781-899-7239 or ioveckclft/ aol.com.

Revised by the Historical Society
The History of Watertow n 1630-1776
$5.00 + .31 tax
A coloring book for children illustrated with
images of Watertown and accompanying captions.

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society of Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts since our last
newsletter, including:
From Phyllis DiAndrea of Waltham, MA - a
booklet of Christmas Carols published by the Union
Market National Bank in 1941, a box of samples of
floor tiles manufactured by B.F. Goodrich in 1962,
and a postcard of George W. Meacham of Watertown
From Linda Green of Rockwell City, Iowa - a
thread box with a spool of thread from the Textile
Thread Company of Watertown
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From the Lexington Historical Society of
Lexington, MA - a color print of the old John Cook
House in Watertown
From Joanne Hyde of Watertown - a photo of
the 1903-1904 kindergarten class of St. Patrick’s
Grammar School, including the names
From Gary Gurka of Arlington, MA - three
different postcards depicting Watertown subjects (one
of Main Street and 2 of the Charles River
From Grant and Dorothy Hotz Colley of
Wickford, RI - memorabilia connected to Mary Hotz
and the 1930 map of Watertown she illustrated
From Helene Pilibosian of Watertown - a
book entitled, “My Literary Profile: A Memoir”
written by the donor
We have also received donations to be used
by the Historical Society:
From former Historical Society President
Karl Neugebauer - a metal coat rack on wheels and 4
eight-foot long folding tables

CHECK YOUR MAILING
LABEL
The address label on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society will now reflect
the fiscal year for which you have paid your dues.
Our fiscal year runs May 1 through April 30. If your
label reads “Apr 10 - 11” your dues are paid
through April 2011. If you have an earlier date or
no date then, according to our records, you have not
paid your dues for the current fiscal year.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

Our thanks go out to all o f our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.

Name:____________________________________
Address:___________________________________
City, State, Zip:_____________________________
Email:

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House.
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Benefactor
Donation

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00
$1,000.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

www.HistoricaISocietyofWatertownMA.org
Our new website is scheduled to be up and
running by November 1,2010. It is being created by
Patrick Green, President of Green Computer, who
volunteered to construct the new website for us.
Patrick has put in many hours of work to make this
website user-friendly for us.
Volunteer Cathy Durso, a Museum Studies
student from Simmons College, will be helping us
populate and update it. Many thanks to them both !
This new address is our only official website.
Please make note of our new website address.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
David J. Russo - Recording Secretary
Mary C. Spiers - Corresponding Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
Maqorie Greenberg
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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“THE OLD FOLKS’ REST” - AND OTHER
WATERTOWN CEMETERIES
The following articles were written in 1902
by Rev. Edward A. Rand. Reverend Rand (1837 1903) was the rector o f the Church of the Good
Shepherd and a founding member of the Historical
Society of Watertown. He served as its second
President from 1891 - 1903 and was an ardent
supporter and researcher o f Watertown history.
The Historical Society o f Watertown was
formed in 1888. During the early years candidates
for membership into the Society were required to
“present a paper, or to make some other such
contribution as will advance its objects.” The
presented essays were printed in the local newspaper.
Rev. Edward Rand had the foresight to save them in
scrapbooks, along with articles, letters and other
memorabilia. This 5-volume scrapbook is housed at
the Watertown Free Public Library.
He has been credited with preserving much
o f the tow n’s past in his writings, scrapbooks, and
efforts at memorializing sites with historical
plaques. In addition to his Historical Society essays
and his religious writings, Rand wrote a long list of
children’s books: including Drummer Boy o f the
Rappahannock, Fifer Boy o f the Boston Siege
(which we recently acquired), Whistle Down the
Alley, Margie at the Harbor Light, and many more.
The following three articles, which were
published in die local newspaper, are about the
vVatertown cem eteries..
THE OLD FOLKS’ REST
What we so often speak of as “the Arlington
Street Cemetery,” which I love to call “die Old Folks’

Rest” is fittingly honored and carefully kept as
Watertown’s oldest cemetery. I know of no ancient
grave yard that is in a more satisfactory condition.
The ground has been smoothly graded and grassed,
and, in summer it is kept like a lawn. The cedar trees
there are a favorite type of ancient cemetery forestry.

THE

OLD BURYING PLACE
OF WATERTOWN
HERE LIE ANCESTORS OF
MANY DISTINGUISHED AMER-IC*’
\MONG THEM THOSF OF PRESID
j/\MES A GARFIELD
CAIVIN 0

Historic marker on the Mt. Auburn Street fence o f the
Arlington Street Cemetery
How ancient is this cemetery? Harris, in his
“Ancient Epitaphs” makes this assertion about the
burial ground. “It was in use as early as the year
1642.”
[Editor’s note: Rand is referring
to William Thaddeus Harris’ book published in 1869.
Visit the Genealogy page on the Historical Society’s
website www.HistoricalSocietvOfWatertownMA.org
for a link to a website with these epitaphs and a link
to a listing of people buried here, as well as the
numbered map discussed on the next page.]

Let us now turn to our most interesting and
valuable Town Records, recently published. The first
volume, the eighth page, 1642. An entry reads as
follows:
“Ordered, that Hugh Mason, Thomas
Hastings and John Shearman are appointed to set up a
sufficient fence about the burying place with a 5-foot
pole and 2 railes well nailed by the 15th of the 2
moneth, and the Towne to pay them for it.”

President Calvin Coolidge (center in the straw hat)
and his entourage look at the Gearfield gravestone
Harris says o f Mehetable Gearfield’s stone:
“This is one o f the few in the old grounds bearing
impress o f native talent corresponding closely with
those of Samuel and Thomas Bridge (1673) of
Cambridge, and the one of Sarah Haman in this
ground, all doubtless cut by one hand.”
In the second volume of the published
Watertown Records is an appendix that gives a plan
of our old cemetery. It gives the location of the
graves, which are numbered, and this plan is
succeeded by a list o f all the burials as far as can be
obtained. Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Steams of the
Watertown Historical Society prepared this index,
and their son, Edward B. Steams, made the plan.
[Editor’s note: Published volumes of the original
Watertown Records are housed at the Historical
Society’s Edmund Fowle House and the Watertown
Free Public Library.]
Mr. Albert M. Davenport has made
photographic copies o f memorial stones, and William
Thaddeus Harris published, over thirty years ago, the
epitaphs of the stones in this cemetery. Some of these
epitaphs are of exceeding interest.
Old captains are here remembered: Among
them is Captain Hugh Mason, who in his day
marched at the head of Watertown’s famous Train
Band. These words were on the foot stone at his
grave:
He or
Her y't Looks Here on
Live for to leame
That Die Thou Must
And after come
To Judgement just.

These historic markers are on either side o f the gate
to the Arlington Street entrance o f the cemetery
The inference is that the cemetery was one
already in use, but of course the exact date of first
occupation it would be difficult to determine.
There must be many unmarked graves, and
where a grave has been marked how many instances
of broken stones have been found in old grave yards,
while some stones slowly, steadily are sinking into
the ground.
The oldest stone in the cemetery is that of a
child, a little child leading the silent procession.
“Sarah Hainan” (for Hammond) who, at the age of
eight died on the 12th of September, 1674.
We find William Shattuck’s burial mentioned
as occurring in 1672. The stone though over his grave
was set up in 1753.
This is the resting place of progenitors and it
is well to know by those who carry that family name,
that William Shattuck is die progenitor o f the
Shattuck families in America.
Next to the Haman stone comes that of
Mehetable Gearfield. She was the wife of Benjamin
Gearfield, among whose descendants was our
President Garfield.
[Editor’s note: Those who attended our November
“Then and Now” program will recall that this is the
head stone that was being looked at by President
Coolidge and his entourage in 1929.]
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Captain Hugh M ason’s foot stone
The date of Captain Hugh Mason’s stone is
1678. A later stone is that of Captain Nathaniel
Barsham, who died in 1716 and was remembered as
one “Who, after he had served his own Generation by
ye Will of God; Using Well the office of a Deacon
rell asleep.”
His wife “long abounded in acts of Sobriety,
Righteousness and Piety”.
Over the grave of Jonas Bond is this
panegyric:
“Jonas Bond Esqr, who was
Called by God to serve ye Publick
Both as a Lieutenant Colonel of
a Regiment of Militia, And a
Justice of the Peace; And was
Careful to discharge his Trusts
with Fidelity, Zeal, and Courage
Who was a man of Unaffected
Piety, which was attended with
All those vertues that are
Resquisite to accomplish a Christian
Who was a kind husband, a ten
der Father, a steady Friend, and
a hearty lover of good men”
There are other epitaphs of much interest,
such as that of “ye precious dust of Rev. Thomas
Bailey, A painful preacher”
Those, too of Rev. John Sherman and Rev.
W 'H enry Gibbs and wife, whose bodies lie under a Latin
epitaph crown and also the Rev. John Bailey’s wife,
thus described on stone:

“Pious Lydia made and given
By God as a most meet
Help to John Bailey
Minister o f ye Gospell.
Good Betimes X Best at Last
Lived by Faith X Dyed in Peace
Went off singing X Left us weeping
Walkt with God till Translated
in ye 39 Year o f her Age
Read her Epitaph
in Prov. 31, 10, 11, 12,28, 29,30,31.
This old cemetery, its blue stones, its green
cedars, its smoothly-shaven sward must be visited to
be appreciated.
Watertown should be congratulated that it has
cemeteries with distinctive features. Mount Auburn is
one of the finest garden cemeteries of our land and
we must never forget that the most of Mount Auburn
is in Watertown, not Cambridge. The Old Folks’ Rest
has a distinctive feature in that it is an ancient burial
place. The Common Street cemetery has a very
marked, patriotic character, as the Soldiers’ Rest.
TH E SO LD IER ’S REST
To Common Street Cemetery, most fittingly
may be given the title, “The Soldier’s Rest.” When
we see the little flags fluttering above the quiet
graves, do we realize how many heroes of other days
rest there? Sixty graves were decorated this year, and
fifty-five were the graves o f soldiers o f the Civil War.
The Sons of the American Revolution have marked a
few graves o f Revolutionary soldiers.

Civil War gravestone in the Common Street Cemetery
fo r Sgt. Charles Lenox o f the 54,h Regiment

%

It would be difficult to find another cemetery
that in the same space has as many soldiers’graves.
As the years pass on, this will give the place a
growing prominence in the regard of the town. The
cemetery should receive treatment in harmony with
its high character. Misshapen and withering trees
should be removed, and an ornamental growth take
their place. Flowering shrubs should be set out. Some
surfaces should be regraded. A hedge should screen,
yet beautify it. A few years treatment of it will turn it
into a garden, and it is hoped that the late desecration,
whether in malevolence or stupid thoughtlessness,
will never be repeated.
HAGAR LANE AND THE NEW CEMETERY
We are told that picturesque Hagar Lane is to
be kept as a leafy entrance to the new cemetery,
fifteen feet being allowed for a roadway which will
wind on amid the old picturesque growth by the
roadside. A beautiful entranceway will be this pretty
lane. We wish it led to a cemetery with a more fitting
name for a resting-place of our dead. Something more
suggestive of a quiet, leafy, seclusion than
“Ridgelawn” ought to be selected. Ridgelawn is just a
gravelly or sandy projection in a lawn surface. One
may wonder how Hagar Lane received its name. In
the second volume of the published Town Records,
the names of some of the homestall occupants are
mentioned on the map of 1720. “Sarah Hagar” is
given as the occupant of a lot in that part of the town,
and probably the family name as given to the pretty
lane.

who had the fifth and sixth lots on the north side of
Warren Street. Other families o f prominence were in
the vicinity. On the near comer of Lexington and
Orchard streets was the meeting house associated
with the faithful care of Parson Angier. We are glad
that the quarter repeatedly honored, once more is
taking such a front position and that beautiful Hagar
Lane will be a winding gateway to the new cemetery.

Hagar Lane, leading to Ridgelawn Cemetery, is lined
with trees - very beautiful when the leaves are out

Councilor Marjorie Greenberg recounts the life o f
Fire Chief and clothing businessman Artemas Rogers
Photo courtesy o f Molly Haoqun Gong

CEMETERY TOUR
More than 25 adults and children, some in
costume, attended the Historical Society of
Watertown’s Halloween Party and tour of Common
Street Cemetery the night before Halloween. The tour
was put together by Society President, Marilynne
Roach, with help from Recording Secretary David
Russo and your Newsletter Editor Joyce Kelly.
We visited the graves o f several prominent
Watertown people who made an impact during the
18th, 19th and 20Ih centuries, including Capt. Samuel
Barnard who participated in the 1773 Boston Tea
Party, Sgt. Charles Lenox who fought with the 54lh
regiment during the Civil War, and architect Curtis
Bixby who designed the Coolidge School and t h e ^
Marshall Spring School.

This map shows how many had homes in the
neighborhood. Hon. H. R. Skinner, in a paper before
the Historical Society in 1891, refers to the Bigelows

After the lantem-lit tour, guests were invited
back to the Edmund Fowle House for refreshments.
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The raffle took in approximately $400. The
Historical Society o f Watertown is very grateful to
Mr. James Giammarco for his generosity.

COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT
GRANT
Earlier this year, because of money provided
by Harvard University and O ’Neill Properties,
nonprofit organizations in Watertown were invited to
apply for charitable awards. Vice President/Asst.
Treasurer Audrey Jones Childs, who is also a grant
writer, submitted an application on our behalf.
The Historical Society was awarded $2,000.
We wish to thank Harvard University and
O ’Neill Properties for their generous contribution to
all of the community-minded organizations in
Watertown and the Award Committee for their
consideration o f our application. This award will help
tremendously in supplementing our Community
Outreach and Educational budget.

Raffle winner Harvey Steiner with the dollhouse

FOWLE HOUSE DOLLHOUSE

DEAD TREES IN YARD

As reported in our October 2009, a Fowle
House dollhouse was built by retired contractor,
james Giammarco, and donated to the Historical
Society of Watertown to raffle off as a fundraiser. Mr.
Giammarco created the dollhouse from a l ”x 2Vi'
picture of the Fowle House he saw in the
Massachusetts VFW News. Mr. Giammarco, a World
War II Navy Veteran and a skilled craftsman, has
built about 50 dollhouses since his retirement in
1984, many of them for his grandchildren and other
family members. Some were built and donated to
different organizations to raffle off as a fundraiser.
The dollhouse was showcased on our table at
the Faire on the Square in September. Hardly a child
or adult went by without stopping to open one (or
both) of the little doors and peer inside. It certainly
was an attention-getter.
The winning ticket was pulled at our Nov. 16
public program at the public library. The winner was
Historical Society member Diane Parry. Diane was
very pleased to have won, but did not have a use for
the dollhouse although she was happy to support our
fundraising efforts by buying raffle tickets. She
suggested we pull another ticket. The new winning
icket, pulled by Diane, belonged to Harvey Steiner,
^Chairperson of the Watertown Historic District
Commission and a member of the Historical Society.

The Historical Society of Watertown has been
concerned about some dead trees in the back yard of
the Edmund Fowle House. The trees posed a danger
to the house for they could very easily come down
during a storm and do damage to our 1772 historic
house.

Joe Butler with employees David and Noe
Monteagndo (in tree) take down 2 trees at the EFH
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Member Ted Wayne recommended Butler
and Sons Tree Service, who has done work for him in
the recent past. We contacted Joe Butler and he very
kindly offered to take down two of the trees as a
donation to the Historical Society.
We heartily thank Joe Butler for his generous
donation and community spirit. We highly
recommend contacting Butler and Sons Tree Service
at 617-924-8322 for your future tree needs.

DUES ARE DUE
The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 10 - 11” your dues are paid through
April 2011. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE www.HistoricalSocietyOfWatertownMA.org

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION

Our new website is up and running thanks to
Volunteer Cathy Durso, a Museum Studies student
from Simmons College. Cathy designed the website
and populated it with input from the Website
Committee. We are very pleased with the design.
This new address is our only official website.

Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________
Email:
_____________________ >

We are looking for a volunteer to take over
the task o f updating the website. The site needs to be
updated with upcoming events and house tour dates.
Cathy Durso has written instructions on how to add
and update items, and even held a training class for a
few o f us on the Board. We are eager to bring an
additional person to our Website Committee.
We are also looking for a Programs
Coordinator. We conduct four regularly scheduled
programs per year - in March, May September and
November. This task would include arranging for
speakers and reserving a venue - either at the
Library or the Town Hall.
If you are interested, please contact Joyce at
781-899-7239 orjoycekel@aol.com

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
David J. Russo - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaDing.com

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
Marjorie Greenberg
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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VETERANS’ GRAVES REGISTRATION
PROJECT FROM THE 1930s
In the early 1930s, the American Legion
veteran’s organization launched an effort to identify
the gravesite of every deceased veteran buried in the
United States and create a permanent record. In 1933
the National Grave Registration Plan was adopted by
the American Legion. The project got its start by
depending almost entirely on volunteers including
students, residents, veteran’s organization members
and others, to gather information.
The project soon became a Works Progress
Administration (WPA) program established under the
Roosevelt Administration’s New Deal during the
Great Depression. It was called the Graves
Registration Project. Many projects were conducted
under the WPA, which employed millions of
Americans to work on public projects, including the
construction of public buildings and roads.
Information for the Graves Registration
Project was gathered from a variety of sources,
including city and county public records, newspaper
files, assessors’ books, church records, military
records, veterans’ organizations, town histories,
cemetery files, morticians’ records, gravestones,
neighbors, friends and relatives, all over the country
(some counties in some states did not participate) and
typed onto cards like the one depicted here.
When the Watertown American Legion Post
99 building closed in the 1990s they donated many
items to the Historical Society, including the
Veterans’ Grave Registration cards for Watertown.
These cards hold a wealth of information. We

recently began an effort to enter the infonnation into
a database to make it accessible to all.
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The front and back o f Helen Learned's card

Baltimore in whose service she laid down her life.“
Further research by Historical Society President
Marilynne Roach revealed that after the war, Helen
taught in a sewing school in Baltimore established by
the Maryland Freedman’s Aid Society. Here she
taught useful skills to now free African-American
children.
Such Freedman’s Schools taught adults as
well as children to read and thus attracted the
resentment of many local whites. Another teacher,
identified as M. S. Osborn wrote in 1865: “Last week
there was considerable agitation here about my work,
and a meeting was held in which it was decided that I
should leave the town. ...I have no fear of rebels
here, though they give me most unmistakable
evidences that I am not wanted. One lady said if she
were in my place, she would leave anyway, for not
more than one person in ten wanted me here. I
thought, ‘I have not come to please the people, and I
shall not leave to please them.’”
We don’t know yet what Helen experienced,
but some of the schools were burned and the teachers
run out of town. Helen came home and died at the
age of only thirty-one of consumption.

Last year Historical Society volunteer Lynne
O’Connell took on the project of creating an Excel
spreadsheet using all of the data on the cards. They
reveal a lot of information, though some of the cards
are more complete than others. Many of the cards
record “unknown” for Place of Birth, Cause of Death,
Next of Kin, and Enlistment and Discharge Dates.

Volunteer Lynne O ’Connell working on the database
The scope of time covered by these cards runs
from the Colonial Wars (King Phillip’s War 1675 1676) to World War I, (1914 - 1918) but we know
we do not have a complete inventory of all veterans
buried in Watertown. We have 1,042 cards. Only 5 of
them are from World War I. There are no cards for
anyone buried in Sand Banks Cemetery (also referred
to as Mount Auburn Catholic).
The cards have revealed some very interesting
and important information. Gravestones deteriorate,
become damaged from the weather, get vandalized,
and sometimes simply sink into the earth. The cards,
created almost 80 years ago, captured the words
written on the gravestones that, in some cases, are no
longer legible. For instance, Helen Learned’s stone in
Common Street Cemetery is made of marble, a
porous material that does not hold up well in the
weather. The stone becomes “sugar-like”, wearing
away until the letters upon it are no longer readable.
Helen Learned (1835 - 1866) was a Civil
War nurse that we knew nothing about until reading
her Grave Registration card. The words on her stone
are worn away, in fact, her stone is broken and the top
of it is missing. Her card tells us that the epitaph read,
“Erected by the gratitude of the Colored people of

Helen Learned’s gravestone in Common St. Cemeteiy
As Lynne was working on this project, we
were unaware that Bill McEvoy, a volunteer at Mount
Auburn Cemetery, was working on a project to
identify every Civil War soldier buried at Mount
Auburn Cemeteiy, in preparation of the 150th
anniversary of the beginning of the Civil War in April
1861. Mount Auburn Cemetery does not have a
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comprehensive listing of their interred veterans. Bill
contacted the Massachusetts Adjutant General’s
office in Worcester. He was informed that they had
twenty rolls of microfilm from a Federal Works
Progress Administration Project (WPA) that recorded
veterans from the Colonial Wars to World War I who
were buried in Massachusetts. A trip to Worcester
revealed that the microfilm contained the names
arranged alphabetically, A to Z. He would have to go
through every name to find only the people that were
buried at Mount Auburn.
He discovered that the top of every card
showing a burial at Mount Auburn said “Town of
Watertown”. He contacted us to see if we knew
where he could find the original Watertown Grave
Registration cards. We were thrilled to hear about his
project and know that we could help him complete it.
Knowing that our collection of Veterans’
Grave Registration cards was not all-inclusive, Bill
continued to make inquiries, trying to identify more
veterans. He has added names to the listing of
veterans buried in Watertown through inquires at the
Watertown Free Public Library, Ancestry.com, the
Harvard website, the Sons of Union Veterans website
and other websites. He has added many of his
findings to the www.FindaGrave.com website.
Our completed, searchable database, as well
as Bill’s additions, will soon be added to our website.
We will also offer it to the Public Library and the
Town for their websites.
Our hope it to make this information more
easily accessible to researchers.

Historical Society President, Marilynne K.
Roach, and Vice President, Audrey Jones Childs both
recently published books. Both women are 3ld
generation Watertown girls, both are artists and
illustrated their books, and both have a great love for
Watertown and history.
Both books are for sale at our headquarters,
the Edmund Fowle House, at 28 Marshall Street. You
can contact us at 617-923-6067 or thru our website at
www.HistoricalSocietyolWatertownMA.org.

POPPY’S NEW HOM E
Audrey Jones Childs is a third generation
resident of the East End. She is a graduate of the Art
Institute of Boston and a well-known watercolor
artist. Audrey grew up in a loving home full of
creativity. Both her parents were artists and had a
major influence on her understanding of the arts. She
is an 18th century reenactor, historian, lecturer,
instructor, and professional fundraiser.

BOOKS AUTHORED BY HSW
COUNCIL MEMBERS
The front cover o f Audrey Childs ’ hook
The description of the story from the back
cover of the book reads: “Poppy’s New Home is a
story about a real puppy that started out living with a
sailor at the Boston Navy Yard at the end of World
War II. Puppy wonders what will happen to him
when he hears that he no longer can live with his
sailor.
Puppy’s life changes completely when he was
given to a civilian who worked at the Navy Yard and
brought Puppy to a loving family who live in the East
End of Watertown, Massachusetts. Puppy’s name

Audrey Jones Childs and Marilynne K. Roach
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Watertown’s Natural Landscape and its
companion slide show were produced with the aid of
a generous grant from the Watertown Community
Foundation. Among the topics presented in
Watertown’s Natural Landscape’s forty pages are
Watertown’s geology (glacial scars and slate
quarries), some of the many streams that gave the
town its name, ponds (natural, artificial, and
vanished), woodlands and land use, and especially the
Charles River itself, section by section, from its salt
water past, through its factory era, to present park
land.
Pen and ink drawings of local flora and fauna
produced by the author enhance the forty-two original
maps depicting parts of a town changing over the
centuries. A bibliography of sixty-four sources
provides clues for further sleuthing — information
from sources both verbal (local histories, town
reports, and memoirs), and visual (maps, charts, and
atlases depicting real estate, zoning, and business, wet
lands and park lands, roads, rail roads, and sewers).
Discover how the streams and river influenced the
tangle that is Watertown Square.
The Atlas is based on research in Watertown
institutions from the Public Library to the
Conservation Commission, Zoning Department, and
Department of Public Works, the collections of
Harvard University’s Map Library, Massachusetts’
State House Library, and the archives of the
Department of Conservation and Recreation.
Copies are available for $10.50, tax included,
from the author and at the Edmund Fowle House with
a portion of the latter sales to benefit the Society.

changed to Poppy. He was thought to be smarter than
any other dog in the neighborhood. His intelligence
and bravery often surprised his family members and
got him in trouble a couple of times. He preferred to
wander outside on his own and hated his leash. He
liked to be an adventurer and sometimes acted like a
private investigator
Poppy’s New Home is a compilation of
vignettes about Poppy’s experiences.”
The book is based on a puppy Audrey had as
a child growing up in Watertown’s East End.
This is a book for readers of all ages. To order
your copy visit www.poppysnewhome.com or
contact Audrey Jones Childs at ajc538@comcast.net.
Copies can also be purchased for $14.95 plus
tax at the Edmund Fowle House at 28 Marshall Street
with a portion of the sales to benefit the Society.

W A TE R TO W N ’S N A TU R A L
LANDSCAPE:
AN IN TR O D U C TO R Y A TLA S
Marilynne K. Roach is a lifelong resident of
Watertown. She is a graduate of the Massachusetts
College of Art. Besides illustrating other writers'
works on history, how-to, and horticulture she has
written and illustrated several books of her own. She
is well known for her book The Salem Witch Trials:
A Dav-by-Dav Chronicle of a Community Under
Siege, contributed as an associate editor to The
Records of the Salem Witch-Hunt and is a soughtafter source for information about the 1692 witch
hysteria.

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION
AWARDS

7,
The Historical Society was proud to recognize
our hardworking and generous volunteers at our
March 24th public program. Historical Society
Collections Committee Chair Joyce Kelly described
the many different projects that are being worked by
our volunteers and presented a slide-show showing
examples of their projects.
The many tasks being worked include our
new website, care of our computers, several different
walking tours,
collections care,
collections
cataloging, genealogy, transcription of 1775
Executive Council minutes and 1890s Historical
Society meeting minutes, the Arsenal Through the

Watertown’s
Natural Landscape:
an Introductory Atlas

------- Marilynne K.. Roach

The front cover o f Marilynne Roach's book
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Years exhibit, the Veterans’ Grave Registration
database, research on the Town Hall and on people
interred in the Common Street Cemetery, the Oral
History project, house tours, and care our grounds
including our garden, lawn and trees.
Each volunteer was called to the front of the
room to receive a Volunteer Appreciation Certificate
stating, “The Society is proud to recognize the efforts
of our volunteers and acknowledge that they made a
significant contribution to the work of the Historical
Society, its valuable property, and to the community
of Watertown.”

book describing the forming of a library in
Watertown in 1799
From Historical Society Vice-President and
Asst. Treasurer Audrey Jones Childs - a children’s
book “Poppy’s New Home”, written by the donor
From Frank Baratta of Arlington, MA - items
from the Watertown Arsenal, including Judy Dobbs’
book, a 1965 Arsenal newsletter and other ephemera
From Diane Party of Waltham - a videotape
of the 50th high school reunion of the class of 1937
Our thanks go out to all of our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.

WANTED...
Are you downsizing? Are you clearing out an
elderly relative’s home? Are you closing a business?
The Historical Society of Watertown would love to
have donations of:
• Programs from school activities and
community events
• High school yearbooks
• Genealogies, diaries and memoirs
• Photos of Watertown people, places and
events
• Books and articles written by or about
Watertown people
• Business records
• Postcards
• Town directories
• Maps and plans
• Club, organization and society records

Back row: David LaRocca, Joe Butler, Tom Melone,
David Russo, Clare Murphy, Lynne O ’Connell, Lynn
Rardin
Front row: Betty Rowan, Kathy Button,
Henrietta Light, Gordon Brown
In addition to the volunteers pictured above,
we also thanked Ron Beaver, Don Berg, Cathy
Durso, Clara Gibbons, Patrick Green, Maijorie
Greenberg, Olivia Kadiff, Dylan Lindholm, Pam
Pinsky, David Sauro and Ted Wayne.
The Historical Society Board is also made up
of all volunteers. No one is paid for any of his or her
work. We thank each and every one of our
volunteers. The Historical Society could not function
without them.

The items relate precious information about
life in Watertown throughout the years.
Please contact Collections Manager Joyce
Kelly at 781-899-7239 orjoycekel@aol.com

RECENT DONATIONS

2011 WSB CUSTOMER
CHOICE AWARDS

The Historical Society of Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts since our last
newsletter, including:
From Carol Nadeau of Saugus, MA - a
photocopy of an 1895 map of the Charles River
Reservation and a photocopy of pages from an 1899

Each year, the Watertown Savings Bank
helps support local civic and non-profit
organizations that make a significant contribution to
the quality of life in our community by giving away
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a substantial amount o f money to help these groups
continue their important work. This year Watertown
Savings Bank customers voted on the distribution of
$50,000 to 33 local community organizations.
Dollars awarded were based on the number of votes
each organization received.
We are pleased to report that the Historical
Society of Watertown received $813. Thank you to
all who voted for us and to Watertown Savings Bank
for their generosity to the many non-profit
organizations that benefited.

DUES ARE DUE
The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 10 - 11” your dues are paid through
April 2011. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.HistoricalSocietyOfWatertownMA.org
Our new website is up and running thanks to
Volunteer Cathy Durso who designed the website.
Member Lynn Rardin answered our request in
January’s newsletter for a volunteer to take on the
task of updating it. Many thanks to Lynn.
This address is our only official website.

Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
Name:_____________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City, State, Zip:______________________________
Email:

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for a volunteer to be our
Programs Coordinator. We conduct four regularly
scheduled programs per year - in March, May
September and November. This task would include
arranging for speakers and reserving a venue either at the Library or the Town Hall.
We are also looking for a volunteer to be our
Refreshments Coordinator for our public programs.
This would involve bringing beverages and cookies
as well as napkins and cups to our four programs
If you are interested, please contact Joyce at
781-899-7239 orjoycekel@aol.com

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
David J. Russo - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House.
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
Marjorie Greenberg
E. Joyce Munger
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY CONTEST
The Historical Society of Watertown sponsors
the Historical Society Award for the best history
essay submitted by a high school student. This year
students had their choice of four themes: an
individual, ethnic group, landmark or historical event
in Watertown and its significance to the town and
region.
The 1st place winner received $300; the 2nd
and 3rd place winners received $100 each. The
winners were chosen by a panel of Historical Society
Council members. The awards were presented on
June 15 in the high school lecture hall.

Aaron Siegel, Casey Halle and Joe Lowiy
Third place went to Aaron Siegel for his essay
on
“Convers
Francis:
Watertown’s
Own
Transcendentalist”. Second place went to Casey Halle
for her essay on “Harriet Hosmer”. First place went to
Joe Lowry for his essay on “Mount Auburn Cemetery

and the Making of Beautiful Cities” which is printed
here. We are pleased to tell you that Joe Lowry also
won third place last year with his essay on
“Watertown During the Revolutionary War”.
Mount Auburn is a beautiful place to go for a
quiet walk by oneself or with family, but tmly it is
much more than that. In fact, it was a revolutionary
idea that changed America and continues to shape
who we are as a country today.
The early 1800s was an era in which ideals
about death and dying and burial underwent a
dramatic shift in the United States and Western
Europe. Influenced by the European intellectual and
artistic movement of Romanticism, people were
questioning the idea o f putting the dead in large,
crowded, urban graveyards where they were
memorialized by drab slate tombstones. A French
movement called “The Cult of Ancestors” and some
English liberals had the idea that the dead should be
buried in a nice place, where they could be celebrated
and remembered by the living as well. This^was
embodied by the French cemetery Pere Lachaise and
caught the attention o f these movements’ American
counterparts.
In the early 1800s, there was a growing
awareness that the graveyards in Boston were
reaching capacity. Thus the idea of a rural cemetery
seemed very attractive. In 1825, Harvard professor
Dr. Jacob Bigelow started a group to found a rural
cemetery, and offered it to Boston Mayor Josiah
Quincy. The Massachusetts Horticultural Society
became the group in charge of the cemetery. The
cemetery was dedicated in 1831, and dedicated in a

cemetery is in Watertown, with nearly all the major
buildings and monuments there except for the
gatehouse and a few other monuments.

ceremony featuring Supreme Court Justice Joseph
Story.
Since its creation, Mount Auburn has changed
and expanded to reach its current large size and state.
In the beginning years, the government of the
cemetery was somewhat messy and embarrassing, so
in 1835, the Mount Auburn Proprietors split off from
the Horticultural Society. Now, Mount Auburn is run
as a non-profit organization by a board of trustees,
who hold a large endowment to make sure the
cemetery is well kept. The cemetery (land) was
originally bought by the Horticultural Society from
the Stone family farm, and through the years more
and more land was incorporated, often bought from
the Stone family. Now ten miles of paved roads wind
their way through the cemetery, along with many
more unpaved paths. Also, throughout its history,
there has been a constant push and pull going on at
the cemetery between the art and sculptures and the
controlled nature and horticulture that mirrored the
aesthetic artistic ideals that were being debated in
Europe. In the early days of the cemetery, for
instance, family plots were sold and families were
encouraged to adorn them as they pleased and put
large fences around them. In the 1870s, however,
people grew to believe that the cemetery was too
cluttered, and there came about a movement to clear
it of some of the ornate fences and sculptures that
ornamented the landscape. This illustrates the cycles
that have happened throughout the cemetery’s
history.
One constant throughout the history of Mount
Auburn is that many famous people are buried there,
including such notables as Henry Cabot Lodge,
Charles Sumner, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and
Josiah Quincy.
Mount Auburn Cemetery is a great place for a
quiet, leisurely stroll or a picnic. Even before the
creation of the cemetery, the site was an orchard and
was referred to by Harvard students as “Sweet
Auburn” and served as a place that they would go for
retreat. This is still true, in keeping with the original
aims of the founders of the cemetery, who wished to
create a place for both the living and the dead.
Although it is a tourist attraction and has been
designated a National Historic Landmark by the
Department of the Interior, it also serves the locals
from Watertown and Cambridge and surrounding
communities. Although Mount Auburn is typically
more associated with Cambridge, perhaps because
Cambridge has more cachet, almost the entire

The Henry Cabot Lodge mauseleum
Mount Auburn Cemetery’s importance goes
beyond the fact that it is a nice place to visit, and not
just for locals. It was the first garden cemetery in the
U.S., and its popularity led to others, such as Laurel
Hill Cemetery in Philadelphia (1836) and GreenWood Cemetery in Brooklyn (1844). The idea that a
graveyard need not be a somber, depressing place
caught the imagination of a young republic in the
process of defining itself as a distinctive entity. What
also caught people’s attention was the way that
people flocked to the “rural” setting as a place for
retreat. In an age when America was industrializing
and growing more urban, this interest in nature
through garden cemeteries suggested that perhaps
other applications ought to be explored. As Andrew
Jackson Downing wrote in the Horticulturist in July
1849, “...the idea [of a rural cemetery] took the
public mind by storm...does not this general interest
prove that public gardens near our large cities would
be equally successful?” This idea for public gardens
grew into the City Beautiful movement, that would
take hold in the United States in the second half of the
nineteenth century, leading to such parks as Frederick
Law Olmsted’s Central Park in New York, and his
Emerald Necklace in Boston. It is important to note,
however, that when Mount Auburn was dedicated in
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1831, Olmsted was 10 years old. Mount Auburn
Cemetery came first, and really started the movement
that gained steam in the latter part of the century to
have parks interspersed with the very urban parts of
cities, which made cities more livable at the time, and
still do today.
Mount Auburn Cemetery was the first garden
cemetery in the United States, and the fact that it is a
garden cemetery in and o f itself makes it a nice part
of Watertown and the surrounding towns. The fact
that it served as a point of departure for other garden
cemeteries in cities, however, and eventually the City
Beautiful movement, make it very important to
Watertown.

WATERTOWN COMMUNITY
EDUCATION DEPT - APRIL
SCHOOL VACATION WEEK
The Watertown Community Education
Department ran a program held at the Hosmer School
for students in Kindergarten through the 5th grade
during the April school vacation week. The topic for
this year was The History Around Us. As part of the
week long program, two presentations were given to
a group of approximately 40 K-5th grade students by
Historical Society o f Watertown board members
dressed in period clothes.
On April 20th, Audrey Jones Childs presented
a program involving storytelling and demonstrations
on the role o f women and children left at home while
their husbands and sons served in the Revolutionary
War. Topics included what children wore starting at
age 4 and how they took on young adult roles helping
their mother. The students watched a wool carding
demonstration and discovered what raw wool felt
like, as balls o f yam made from different fiber and
raw wool were passed around. They also learned
about different tools used at home.
On April 21st, Bob Childs presented a
program involving story telling about the soldier’s
role, what he wore and Watertown’s involvement in
the Revolutionary War. Bob explained that fathers
and older sons left their homes to join minutemen or
militia units, leaving the wives and children at home.

The Historical Society appreciates the effort
taken by the high school staff to encourage students
to develop an interest in the history of their town. We
look forward to reading the essays every year.
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STUDENT OUTREACH AT
WATERTOWN SCHOOLS
The following articles were submitted by the
Historical Society’s Education Committee.
On April 12th, Historical Society Councilor,
Bob Childs gave a presentation at the Hosmer
School for about 75 5th grade students. Bob, who
was dressed in colonial attire, is also an 18th century
reenactor. He spoke about the soldier’s role and
Watertown’s role in the Revolutionary War.
This was the first o f several programs
conducted this spring with the Watertown schools.

A THIRD GRADE BUS TOUR
On June 16th, the students in Deborah Munger
and Julie Erwin's third grade Cunniff School classes
were given a three hour bus tour of historic sites in
Watertown.
One o f the stops was the Town Hall, where
the students were given a tour by Bob Erickson,
Watertown’s Veterans Agent.
Bob Childs and Education Chairperson Peggy
Anderson then led the group to the Founders
Monument on Charles River Road where Bob
explained the role o f Sir Richard Saltonstall in the
history of our town.
This bus trip helped bring to life the coloring
book "Early Watertown 1630-1776” which is

Bob Childs in colonial attire at the Hosmer School
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Vice President and Asst. Treasurer Audrey
Jones Childs explained what it was like to cook in the
open hearth and how women were able to avoid the
flames with their long skirts and apron. She also
showed various items used in cooking. All items on
display in the Old Kitchen were described, including
the walker's spinning wheel.
The children were amazed by various items
but two of their favorites were the art work of Ellen
Robbins and the story of the Boston Post Cane.

provided by the Historical Society to the third grade
classes.

CHARLES BRIGHAM
COMES TO WATERTOWN
f'" ^>Tuj
The following story was written by Historical
Society Recording Secretary David J. Russo. David is
our resident expert on all things “Charles Brigham.”
Visit his website at www.davidirusso.com to see
photos and descriptions o f the wealth o f buildings
designed by our Watertown architect.

Charles Brigham came to Watertown in May!
It all started with a phone call, “This is
Charles Brigham speaking.” Of course, I started to
chuckle and it still sets me to laughing when I think
of it. This wasn’t our friend the architect but a
grandnephew. The architect Charles Brigham had
no children but he had many nieces and nephews
and a descendant came to Watertown in May to see
some o f his forbearer’s designs and talk to some of
us who advocate for Brigham’s legacy. The
nephew, Charles D. Brigham and his wife Susan
came for a visit from the eastern shore o f Long
Island to experience much of what we are lucky
enough to see every day.
The day began well: it was sunny and warm
and a perfect backdrop for some walking and
driving around town. We started at the Fowle
House. As many readers o f these columns know,
Sturgis & Brigham moved the Fowle House from
the comer o f Mount Auburn and Marshall Streets to
its present location in 1871.
We happily described the Revolutionary
War-era history of the Fowle House and the
painstaking restoration activities that took place
recently. We also described how Brigham
“Victorianized” the house by adding the front
entrance bay, the bay window on the west side, the

Bob Childs and the bus tour group at the Founders
Monument
The last historic site visited on the tour was
the 1772 Edmund Fowle House, the Historical
Society’s headquarters. Bob spoke about the
importance of the house during the American
Revolution as he gave a tour of the first floor.

The third grade students, sitting on the parlor floor,
learn about the Edmund Fowle House
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and looked at Brigham’s cutting edge designs from
the 1880s that line the street. They were excited to
see the complexity o f his work and how beautiful it
still looks and were tickled that there was a street
named Brigham Street. A whole set o f pictures was
taken in front o f the sign.
The last stop was at what we know today as
Brigham House— former Watertown High School,
or the East Junior High School. We had called
ahead and the staff was excited to welcome us. Of
course, the building itself is striking and one of
Watertown’s architectural gems designed by
Brigham. Once inside, we were excited to see a
large picture of the architect from about 1895 or so
and the staff had a photographer who wanted to take
a picture o f Charles and his wife under the
“Brigham House” sign. One of the residents was
interested in what was going on and was asked if
she knew who Charles Brigham was. “O f course,”
she said. She had been educated in the Watertown
Schools and understood the Brigham legacy. She
was happy to meet a descendant and it helped
Charles and Susan understand the impact the
architect continues to have in Watertown today.
Needless to say, Charles and Susan left
Watertown completely overwhelmed. They had a
great sense that a member o f their family had
contributed so much to Watertown. We’re excited
that they want to come back to see more o f his
designs in Watertown and the Boston area. I just
hope I can stop chuckling when the call comes and I
hear, “This is Charles Brigham speaking.”
A special thank you to fellow Historical
Society members Marilynne Roach, Don Berg, Ron
Beaver and Jerry Whitmore who took time to help
with the tour.

rear ell and the widow’s walk. Brigham also divided
the house into a two family to produce income. We
are lucky that he didn’t gut and remove many
interior elements but instead, just covered them up
so our restoration activities went smoother.

Charles and Susan Brigham on the front walk o f the
Edmund Fowle House
Then it was off to the Common Street
Cemetery to see the architect’s grave and then to
Ridgelawn Cemetery to see other members o f the
Brigham family. Town Treasurer Harry W.
Brigham is buried at Ridgelawn and was the last
member o f the family to live in town. He died in
1947 but unfortunately, the date of death was never
engraved into the stone.
At lunch Charles and Susan expressed
suiprise that someone from so long ago was still so
well-known and appreciated in Watertown. As if on
cue, Town Manager Mike Driscoll came into the
restaurant and when introduced to “Charles
Brigham,” flinched in surprise! They were pleased
and overwhelmed that they were local celebrities
and, interestingly, really only learned that they had
this famous relative in the past few years.
With lunch finished, we quickly looked at
the current First Parish Church, designed by
Brigham, and then drove up to Garfield Street
where we leisurely walked the length of the street

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society o f Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts since our last
newsletter, including:
From Ted Wayne - a map of Watertown
showing streets on one side and businesses on the
other, 2 DVDs on the Revolutionary War, and a
postcard advertisement of an old photo depicting a
trolley coming down Mt. Auburn St
From volunteer Ron Beaver - a map of
Watertown circa 1960
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From Historical Society Corresponding
Secretary Mary Spiers - a reference book on interior
architectural details from 1485 to the present
Our thanks go out to all o f our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.

DUES ARE DUE
The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 11 - 12” your dues are paid through
April 2012. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

MAY YARD SALE
Many thanks to all who donated items and
helped out at the May 7 Historical Society Yard Sale.
The sale brought in $450.50.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

www.HlstoricalSocietyOfWatertownMA.org
Our new website is up and running thanks to
Volunteer Cathy Durso who designed the website.
Member Lynn Rardin answered our request in
January’s newsletter for a volunteer to take on the
task o f updating it. Many thanks to Lynn.

Name:_____________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City, State, Zip:______________________________
Email:
__________________________

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for a volunteer to be our
Programs Coordinator. We conduct four regularly
scheduled programs per year - in March, May
September and November. This task would include
arranging for speakers and reserving a venue either at the Library or the Town Hall.
We are also looking for a volunteer to be our
Refreshments Coordinator for our public programs.
This would involve bringing beverages and cookies
as well as napkins and cups to our four programs
If you are interested, please contact Joyce at
781-899-7239 orjoycekel@aol.com

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
David J. Russo - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
E. Joyce Munger
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2011 VICTOR N. LOUKAS ESSAY CONTEST
In the spring o f this year, the Historical
Society o f Watertown was pleased to co-sponsor an
essay contest in honor o f Victor N. Loukas, a retired
U. S. History teacher who completed his student
teaching at the West Junior High School in
Watertown in 1958 and whose children all graduated
from Watertown High School. The idea and the funds
for this essay contest were provided by his daughter,
Elizabeth Loukas, in honor of her father.
The essay contest was open to all 12th, 11th,
8th and 5th grade students. The students had a choice
of three topics, which included recounting their own
immigration story or someone else’s.

Elizabeth Loukas and her father, Victor N. Loukas
Elise, as Elizabeth is called, wrote a personal
introduction about her reasons for wanting to sponsor
this essay contest. The following is from that intro:
“This essay contest is an opportunity to write
a personal essay about how immigration and
Watertown have been a part of your lives and the

community in which you live. The inspiration for this
essay contest is my father, Victor N. Loukas.
My father was born in Boston but the first
language he spoke when he was a child wasn’t
English. ..his parents...came to America from another
country and didn’t speak English in their home.
When my father went to kindergarten he found it
difficult because he didn’t understand what all the
other children were saying or what the teachers were
teaching. Even though school was difficult at first,
my father learned English and graduated from high
school with a love for history. He especially loved
United States history. After he served in the Army
my father went to college and achieved his dream of
being a U.S. History teacher. He taught U.S. history
to high school students for 38 years until he retired.
When I think about my grandparents coming
to America and settling in Boston I think about how
difficult it must have been for them to leave the only
homes they knew and come to a place where
everything was different. The language everyone
spoke was different, the customs and traditions were
different and even the foods were different. Even
though it was difficult they persevered and because
they came to America my father was given a chance
to become a history teacher.”
The winners were chosen by a panel of
Historical Society Council members.
The 1st place winner at the high school,
Anthony Fierimonte, received $500 for his essay
From Rags to Riches. The Runner Up was Reena
Panian, who received an “Images o f America Watertown” book for the essay Coming to America.
Essays o f Distinction were My Parent’s Path o f the

“Rocco took on several jobs working at a
bakery and a gas station in Brighton. Later on, he
decided to learn a trade and took up auto body work.
Eventually, Rocco married a girl from Newton named
Mary. Today they live in Watertown with five bright
kids. Rocco works as the foreman o f Perfection Auto
Body where he has been for the past 27 years. Mary
and Rocco own two houses; one where they reside
and the other where Carlo and Rosetta live. Mary acts
as their caretaker.”
“ ...Coming to the Watertown area has been
beneficial to each o f the Fierimonte’s...in several
ways. By coming to America, each member o f the
Fierimonte family was able to find their way to
success, wealth and happiness.”

Pursuit o f Happiness by Araz Chiloyan, Diversity by
Fayaz Khan, Untitled Essay by Madson Rodriguez
and New People, New Life by Ani Vosganian.

The 1st place winner at the middle school,
Arooj Zahid, received $300 for her essay How
America Changed My Life. The Runner Up was
Kayla Furbish who received an “Images o f America Watertown” book for the essay Finding Home: The
Tulipano Stoiy o f Immigration. Essays o f Distinction
were The Better Life: A true stoiy about the life o f
Ada Zeppa by Sahar Khan, Immigrant Essay by
Maddie Rocklin, Immigration = Diversity by
Nathaniel Munson-Palomba, and Independent and
Free by Michael Hagopian.

Anthony Fierimonte and Victor Loukas
Excerpts from the winning high school essay
are printed here for our readers.
“My father, Rocco Fierimonte, was born in a
small village in Italy called Roccasecca, just an hour
south o f Rome. The only things that surrounded
Roccasecca were great mountains and farmland. He
lived in a two room cobblestone shack with his father
Carlo Fierimonte, his mother Rosetta and his three
sisters Ida, Tammie and Addolerata. Growing up in a
poor village with almost no opportunities Carlo and
Rosetta knew they needed to provide better lives for
themselves and more importantly, their children. In
the early 1960’s, they decided it was time to come to
America.”
“Coming to America was the first time Rocco
had ever seen the ocean. In fact, it was the first time
he had ever been more than a half hour away from
Roccasecca, too. The ship alone was like a whole
new world to Rocco...The Fierimonte family arrived
at New York and spent the next three days at Ellis
Island where they were checked for disease and filed
rigorous paperwork. Despite their Italian last name,
they were able to keep it and pass it on.”
“...Carlo moved his family just down the
street from [his younger brother] Charley to Boyd
Street in Watertown... Even though it was not the
nicest house in the area, they felt rich since they never
knew the luxury o f plumbing, heat and electricity.
Carlo was able to open up his own barber shop while
his wife Rosetta worked at a factory on Watertown
Street in Newton where she assembled vinyl tops for
convertible cars.”

Arooj Zahid and Victor Loukas
Excerpts from the winning middle school
essay are printed here for our readers.
“On December 5, 2009 I was lucky. My
mom, dad, two brothers, sister and I got a visa for the
U.S.A. O f course we are originally from Pakistan so
we had to ask one o f the family who lives in the
United States to support and sponsor us to come here
and it was a really big thing to do. First this person
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sent us lots of papers to fill out and we had to wait a
few years to get to the embassy for the visa...”
“ Like my father say we have good chance to
setter our life. So one o f the reasons to come to the
United States o f America, the country o f freedom, is
to get some freedom too. As you know in Pakistan
...lots o f problems...bad people kidnap children.
Others steal from people’s homes, shops and malls.”
“The second thing is to better our life like get
chance to be part o f American school and get very
good education like studying computer and learn how
to use it. In Pakistan only the very rich people able to
learn computer and own it. I always dream o f good
future because when I was in Pakistan I thought my
life was going to stay the same as it was before when
I lived in a house without electricity or Ifesh
drinkable water. But thank god my dream now is
above thinking about those old bad days.”
“Third reason is my father and my mother
have a job now which means they have a salary to
feed us and buy clothes for us ..It is very hard for me
to describe a day without eating as a child.”
“ ...A m erica...helped us to have a real life. I
can’t really describe how I feel about being a part of
the American people. I am so proud o f it, this is my
home, this is my country...I love my school so much
because it has much benefit for m e...Every morning
on my way to school I feel so happy to enter my class
and I always wish that my day in school doesn’t pass
by very quick. Totally different and opposite than my
school in Pakistan. I always feel like I’m going to
party instead o f school...In Pakistan, teachers are
always ready to punish whoever makes mistake with
a stick to the hand and feet. But in America all my
teachers are nice, considerate ant treat me with
respect. But more than that they teach me all good
stuff that’s going to help me in my future like science,
biology, math, etc.”
“When I was 7 years old I remember I was
little girl who was always satisfied with what destiny
gave m e...I was bom in small, poor village in
Pakistan. My life and my situation was the only way I
know and I open my eyes on. So I never knew that it
was possible to live a better life...until I reached 13
years o ld .. .and I got a chance to come to America.
“ ...I ’m so happy and excited and full o f life
and hope for the future. I always feel like I am lucky
and special to discover this life...”
The Historical Society would like to thank
Kraig Gustafson and other members o f the high

school staff for their help in encouraging students to
share their immigration stories.

ORAL HISTORY VIEWING

Back row: committee members Maiy Spiers, Gordon
Brown and Marjorie Greenberg (not in photo: Olivia
Kadiff) Front row: oral histoiy interviewees Paul
Menton, Joyce Munger, Helen Bean and Charles
Calusdian (not in photo: Concenzio DelRose)
The premiere viewing o f the Historical
Society’s oral history project took place at the library
on June 20, 2011. This project was chaired by our
Corresponding Secretary Mary C. Spiers. The DVD
was produced with the help o f employees of
Watertown Cable Access TV.
Another viewing will be held on Wednesday,
November 16, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. at the Senior Center,
31 Marshall Street, Watertown. This event is free.

STROLLER TOUR
Members o f the Watertown Family Network
participated in a stroller walking tour o f historic
Watertown on Wednesday June 29th. The tour was
led by Bob Childs in his colonial uniform. The tour
included a visit to the Common Street Cemetery
where Bob mentioned various notables. Walking
along Mt. Auburn Street toward the square Bob
pointed out important sites along the way.
Stopping in the square, Bob painted a
visualization o f historic industrial structures and
3

We also celebrated the Treaty o f Watertown,
signed on July 19, 1776 in the Council Chamber of
the Edmund Fowle House.
Historical Society member and Provincial
Guard reenactor Steve Steadman read an introduction
about the Declaration to about 60 guests who were
gathered in front of the house. Historical Society
Councilor Bob Childs then portrayed Secretary Perez
Morton and read the Declaration o f Independence
from the Council Chamber window.

people from the past. The group then visited the
Founders Monument on Charles River Rd.

Bob Childs, in his colonial uniform, stands behind
Peggy’ Anderson, Chair o f the Education Committee
After a short walk to the Edmund Fowle
House, Audrey Jones Childs greeted the group at the
front door. She had wool carding and various fiber
balls o f yarn on display. Audrey spoke about the old
kitchen and a women’s role in 1775. Bob ended with
a full tour of the House.
Peggy Anderson, as Chair o f the Education
Committee, participated in the stroller tour pushing
her granddaughter and generously supplied ice cold
bottled water to all participants.
Steve Steadman and Bob Childs

HISTORIC JULY 1776

The Treaty o f Watertown was introduced by a
representative o f our Mi’kmaq guests, after which,
the Treaty was read by Governor’s Council member
Marilyn Devaney.

The Historical Society once again reenacted
the reading o f the Declaration of Independence from
a Council Chamber window on the 2nd floor o f the
Edmund Fowle House, first done on July 18, 1776.

Yvonna Osborne and Isaac Gibbons entertained our
guests by play’ing the fife and drum

Mi'kmaq Chief Roland Jerome (2nd from left) and
other Mi ’kmaq representatives entertain the guests
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After refreshments in the house, all retreated
to the back yard where they enjoyed Native American
drumming and songs.

Watertown for $4, a portion o f Pencil Point Magazine
from 1937 featuring a short history o f Watertown and
pictures o f several homes for $11, a 1925 "Old Time
New England" magazine with a story about The Old
Burying Ground at Watertown for $7, a book from
1941 about Watertown’s Sterling Elliot and his son
called "The Story o f a Father and Son or Unscrewing
the Inscrutable" for $15, a 1972 color slide of
Watertown Square for $3, a circa 1960 photo of
Arsenal Building 60 (The Power House & Boiler
Building) for $6, and a stereoview for $20 of
Fountain Hill, the estate o f Charles Davenport and
later Alvin Adams, which had never been seen before
by members o f the Board.

TREASURES FROM EBAY
Many o f you are aware o f the eBay website
which is a way to buy items via an online auction. A
wide variety o f goods are available, including vintage
items that relate to Watertown and other towns.
One o f our Board members, David Russo,
monitors eBay on a weekly basis to see what is for
sale. He has come across many items that we would
love to have in our collection. We do not have a
budget line item dedicated to the purchase o f artifacts,
so a couple o f us have been buying the items and
donating them to the Historical Society. We recently
purchased an 1881 - 1885 store ledger that belonged
to William H. Lyman who had a store on Mt. Auburn
Street. We were even more excited when we opened
it and found that we recognized a good many of the
names o f the people who had accounts at the store.
We purchased the 520 page ledger for $20.

We had the 1972 slide o f Watertown Square made
into a 5 x 7 photo (note Woolworth ’s on the left)

William Lyman 1881 store ledger page for Dr. Alfred
Hosmer (founder o f the Historical Society) showing
groceries he purchased, including sirloin, eggs,
cranberries, potatoes and lamb.

Stereoscopic view>o f the grounds o f Fountain Hill
For $75 we (I should say, David Russo) just
purchased 36 diaries that belonged to George S.
Johnson dated 1853 thru 1894. This is an amazing
collecting o f day books from an estate sale. There are
notes on weather conditions, work, deaths, funerals,
birthdays, trips, payments and some personal
thoughts. Looking thru some o f the diaries, we see

Prices range from a couple of dollars to
hundreds. You would be surprised to see the treasures
that can be acquired for less than $30. Other items
we have purchased include 1875 maps of Watertown
from a Beers Atlas for $25, a 1924 “Daughters o f the
American Revolution” magazine with an article about
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that he worked at Hollingsworth and Whitney in
Watertown, a paper factory where the paper bag was
invented.
We have since discovered thru old Watertown
Directories that circa 1882, George S. Johnson moved
from Palfrey St into a new house at what is now 19
Marshall Street, and lived there until about 1895.
Who knows where these diaries have been for 100
years. And now, they are in the Fowle House, right
across the street from where they were written over
100 years ago! A fascinating coincidence!
We would like to establish a Watertown eBay
Fund that will allow us to purchase other priceless
artifacts like these. If you would like to contribute to
the fund and help us bring these relics back to
Watertown, please send your donation to us at 28
Marshall Street, Attn: eBay Fund.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscapinu.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society o f Watertown has
received several items for our collection, including:
From Richard Roelofs - a 1949 invitation to a
Gideon’s dinner, sent to George King o f Hancock St.
From Janet McCullough - 2 glass Woodland
Dairy milk bottles
From Don Berg - 3 bound volumes of the
Arsenal News dated 1942 - 1945, a 1964 issue, and a
1973 Army Material Command News
From Historical Society Recording Secretary
David Russo - 3 copies of the “Cauldron” from 1947
and 1948, an East Junior High student publication
From David and Sherry Bond o f Hull - the
book “A Glimpse of Watertown” published in 1851
From Claire Lyons - 12 police diaries dated
1899 - 1921 that belonged to officer George
Coleman, and miscellaneous papers, receipts and
newspaper articles
From Historical Society Newsletter Editor
Joyce Kelly - a booklet listing the membership o f the
1958 Pequossette Lodge
From Meg Winslow o f Mount Auburn
Cemetery - 72 negatives o f photos o f Watertown
taken by Hal Appleton in 1998 - 1999
Sigrid ReddyWatson Terrnan o f Falls Church,
VA - 2 postcards from the Stanley Hotel in Colorado
depicting a photo of the Stanley Steamer
Our thanks go out to all o f our donors who
are helping us preserve Watertown’s history for
future generations.

Name:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________
Email:
$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00
$1000.00

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Benefactor
Donation

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
David J. Russo - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
E. Joyce Munger
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Robert Childs
Joyce Kelly Newsletter Editor
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THE ADVENTURES OF ANNE WHITNEY’S
SHAKESPEARE FOUNTAIN
The following story was written by Historical
Society President Marilynne K. Roach. Marilynne
coordinated the recent conservation o f this sculpture.
Sculptor
Anne
Whitney
(1821-1908),
Watertown bom and bred, worked on a model for a
Shakespeare fountain that never quite pleased her.
Her Shakespeare, smiling slightly and lost in thought,
sits on a garden wall adorned with elements referring
to the play Midsummer’s Night Dream. The visible
symbols are a lion mask on the back where the water
would have flowed, a sketch o f Bottom with his
ass’s-head mask magically attached, and some faint
writing, probably a quote.
Whitney had the clay original cast into plaster
in 1897 but no full-sized sculpture was ever made.
Viola Dutton Scudder eventually inherited the piece
because, Ms. Scudder assumed, she had been the only
one to answer the sculptor’s question, “What is the
bard thinking of?” by exclaiming, “O f Puck!”
Ms. Scudder taught at Wellesley College
which acquired the statue along with a collection o f
Whitney’s papers. In 1964 Elizabeth R. Payne, editor
of those papers, offered the statue to the Watertown
Free Public Library (WFPL) which already owned a
Harriet Hosmer collection. The WFPL administration
declined, citing an inability to display it safely due to
lack o f space and “heavy student demand” o f their
collection. Ms. Payne then offered it to the Historical
Society o f Watertown (HSW) which accepted the gift
in 1965. Having no place to display the piece at that
time, the HSW entrusted it to member Helen

Robinson Wright (daughter o f G. Fred Robinson,
Historical Society President from 1930 - 1949) who
provided temporary room for it in her home at 106
Mt. Auburn St.

Conservator Nancy Lloyd repairs the Anne Whitney
statue o f Shakespeare
In 1987 a discussion between then HSW
President Foster Palmer and Library Trustee Charles

Burke led to Shakespeare moving to the Watertown
Free Public Library. “The Library could certainly
give the model space and protect and care for it
properly,” wrote Burke in February 1987. “It should
be cleaned and a plexiglass dome provided to protect
it from future dust accumulation and damage from
handling.”
The following April the Trustees made a
formal request for “the indefinite loan” of
Shakespeare and added: “The Trustees would
undertake to clean the model and provide it with a
protective display case. It would be identified as a
loan from the Historical Society o f Watertown. It
would be returned at the request o f the Society, or if
the Library permanently removed it from display.”
In May 1987, then-President Paul Brennan
and the HSW Council voted to lend the piece to the
Watertown Free Public Library. After waiting for icy
seasons to pass and arranging for transport of the
fragile item, the HSW delivered Shakespeare to the
Library March 12, 1988 at 2 PM, (according to the
correspondence in the statue’s file).
Shakespeare then spent the next few decades
in various parts o f the Library. One old photo of the
main room in the old section shows the piece high on
top o f the large card file minus a protective case.
Later it evidently sat on a piano in the staff room.
Where it was during the recent renovation is unclear.
Since the opening o f the new wing it has
stood on a shelf next to the stairs linking the new
wing with the original. The inclusion o f the two Anne
Whitney statues, Charles Sumner and Shakespeare,
on either side o f the stairs to the original building is a
fitting tribute to this talented Watertown sculptor.
This is, however, a high traffic area vulnerable to
passers-by. We noticed that the Shakespeare statue
was not only sitting in the open but was chipped
around the base. The Sumner statue had a protective
case.
When the Shakespeare statue lost its
protective case is uncertain, but in May 2007, Karl
Neugebauer, then President o f HSW, wrote to the
Trustees reminding them about the promised
protective case and noting that the statue was now
“chipped around the base.” By early 2011 more fresh
chips were visible in addition to a large chunk
missing from the rear. The broken plaster section was
missing (so it could not be reattached) and new
crumbs of plaster were scattered about the shelf.
“I could a tale unfold, whose lightest word
Would harrow up thy soul, freeze thy young blood,

Make thy two eyes, like stars, start from their spheres,
Thy knotted and combined locks to part And each
particular hair to stand an end, Like quills upon the
fretful porpentine” - Hamlet 1.5.14)

The back o f the statue showing chips and a large
chunk missing
The current President, Marilynne Roach,
wrote to the Trustees twice during the first quarter of
2011. A chance encounter with the Trustees in April
speeded the process. By then people had been
observed patting the plaster statue on the head and
otherwise handling it.

After repairs and conservation work, the protective
case, or vitrine, was installed.
The Trustees asked the Friends o f the
Watertown Free Public Library to help fund the
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necessary work o f repair and protection, and the
Friends generously offered a $1400 grant toward the
nroject.
The Historical Society contracted conservator
Nancy Lloyd, recommended by the Museum o f Fine
Arts, to dust the plaster, mend the various chips and
stabilize the large missing piece in the rear. This was
not a fiill restoration but rather basic conservation to
prevent further erosion from existing breaks.
Conservation took place on the hottest day o f July
2011 during which Ms. Lloyd performed more work
on the piece than originally estimated without
additional charge.
Installation o f the display case was the next
step, before any further damage occurred. The
conservator recommended Fine Art Enterprises, Inc.
(FAE) as the situation needed professional experience
moving the art work now more fragile since the loss
in the back comer. FAE provided a case - a painted
wooden base and Plexiglas vitrine - and installed the
statue inside it.
As bills came in, HSW wrote checks to cover
them. In a series o f meetings throughout the summer
o f 2011 attended by various members o f the HSW
Council and by Library Trustee Anna Kuwabara, the
^ F rie n d s reimbursed the HSW.
The conservation/repair work and protective
case came to $1917.50 - $1400 was generously
funded by the Friends o f the Library and the Trustees
o f the Library voted to pay the balance o f $517.50.
So now Shakespeare is both visible and
protected and (as soon as the signage and a few other
details are sorted out) the Bard may have the last
word: “All’s well that ends well.”

the newspapers, as they have most o f the volumes on
microfilm. The Historical Society was excited to
receive these original newspapers and they have been
an invaluable resource o f historical information about
the town over these last few years.
The Society’s Collections Committee is in the
midst o f cataloging all o f the items in our collection.
Last winter we began cataloging the bound volumes
of newspapers and discovered that we had duplicates
of 54 volumes. We thought we might sell them on
eBay or in the next yard sale.
While looking through the 1939 volume, we
discovered a 4-week series on the then-brand new
police station on Cross Street (now John Sonny
Whooley Way).
We remembered that former Town Council
President and current WCATV news anchor Pam
Piantedosi was working on a documentary history of
the police department and thought she might find
some useful information in these articles. Collections
Committee Chair Joyce Kelly called Pam and
arranged for her to come by and look at them. We
also voted to let Pam take the volume home, use it for
research, and then present it to the police department
in their new location at 552 Main Street.

“BRING HISTORY HOME”
On October 16, 2011 the Historical Society
of Watertown hosted a Sunday brunch and auction o f
selected bound volumes o f The Watertown Enterprise
and The Watertown Sun newspapers dating back to
1879-1941. The theme was “Bring History Home”
and was held at The Talk Restaurant.
Several years ago, when the Watertown Free
Public Library was undergoing the new expansion,
the Administration offered over 100 volumes, bound
by year, o f these newspapers to the Historical
Society. The Library was not interested in keeping

Chief o f Police Ed Deveau at the auction holding the
1939 volume o f The Watertown Sun
Pam was captivated by the 1939 newspapers.
As she put it, “Within these historical volumes reside
family names, events, the history o f the emergence of
land from farms to industry and the growth o f a
population o f a town that thousands o f people call
home.” She felt that people in the Watertown
3

Kaz Keuchkarian who offered to hold the auction at
his restaurant - The Talk, John Madden who did a
fantastic job as our auctioneer - every volume sold,
and the many other volunteers and donors who made
this event possible. And, of course, the guests who
came and bid on these exceptional treasures full of
Watertown history.

community would find these newspapers fascinating.
When we told her our plans for the duplicates, she
suggested an auction fundraiser instead. And, she
volunteered to Chair it.

Pam Piantedosi, David Russo and Matthew M cNeff
standing among the volumes fo r Silent Auction
Our auctioneer, John Madden, going over his notes

Lots of preparation for the event began right
away. In order to interest the public, we needed to
promote the content o f the newspapers. A bulk email
went out to the membership, looking for volunteers to
go through the old newspapers and take notes on the
different stories. Each person typed up there notes
and sent them to Joyce Kelly, who combined them
into a searchable document that was put on our
website (and is still there under the “Newspaper
Auction tab). The 108-page document is the result of
hours spent by a team o f volunteers who scrutinized
the 54 bound volumes o f newspapers and took note of
a number o f items that would be o f interest to the
public. You will find references to new buildings,
family names, industries, town events, infrastructure,
real estate transactions, personal profiles, local
politics, obituaries, photographs, advertisements, and
other interesting articles. This document is a valuable
finding aid and will be a great resource used for
future research inquiries.
Many thanks to the volunteers for donating
many weekend hours over the spring and summer to
complete this project - Peggy Anderson, Ron Beaver,
Don Berg, Audrey Jones Childs, Catherine Chvany,
Kathy Downer, Joyce Kelly, Bob Leathe, Tom
Melone, Lynne A. O ’Connell, Tom Perry, Marilynne
Roach, David Russo, Mary Spiers and Ted Wayne.
There are so many people to thank for their
help in making this auction so successful including

A huge “thank you” goes to Pam Piantedosi,
who came up with the idea o f the silent and live
auction fundraiser, followed through and made it
happen. We couldn’t have done it without her.

Peggy’Anderson and Clare Murphy greeted guests at
the check-in table
Proceeds from the fundraiser will go toward
preservation o f the Society’s collection, including the
Edmund Fowle House. The auctioned bound volumes
o f these historical newspapers will become a
centerpiece o f conversation for years to come.
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also began and it would be a sobering reminder o f the
toll this disease would take.
Unfortunately, again, the lack o f basic
knowledge about flu may have unwittingly helped
transmit it. To avoid the disease the authorities urged
“everyone to keep out o f doors as much as possible to
take advantage o f the sunshine and to exercise.”
Keeping active outside is probably a good thing for
general health, but its effect on staving-off flu was
limited. People were also encouraged to avoid
crowded conditions, and coughing and sneezing
around others (all correct observations) and
“overeating” (an incorrect observation). Those taking
care o f others were encouraged to simply wear
medical masks to provide important protection
against the flu, which we now know was ineffective.
And even if it somehow worked, securing the mask
adequately on one’s face was difficult and the masks
were uncomfortable to wear for any length o f time.
The following week, the paper reported that
more than 1,000 people had contracted the flu and
more than 30 died. Nonetheless, Watertown began to
rally itself and numbers o f volunteers and churches
stepped forward to assist those too ill to take care o f
themselves and families. This was an important
measure o f success in the epidemic that many other
communities could not match. We had volunteers
who were willing to help. There was no treatment for
the flu and doctors and nurses only managed
symptoms. There was an enormous need for non
medical help to cook, clean and help maintain
households. Whole families were sometimes ill and
unable to take care o f themselves.
The volunteers also helped to bury the dead.
In any epidemic in which there is high mortality, the
dead must be buried quickly and cannot be left in the
streets or unattended in hospitals or homes. This
avoids social break down at a critical point.
Watertown again rose to the challenge when our
gravediggers were too ill to work and the Selectmen
offered the town laborers to help bury the dead.
Gruesome work, surely, but we handled the work as a
community.
Even though conditions in Watertown were
somewhat better than other places, public gatherings
were still either cancelled or avoided by many.
Perhaps the anxiousness the people felt about public
gatherings was similar to ours immediately after the
September 11,2001 attacks.
Finally, by October 25, the epidemic had
begun to wane and the bans on public gatherings had

Watertown’s Flu Pandemic of

1918
The following story was written by David J.
Russo, Historical Society Recording Secretary and
Chair o f the Watertown Historical Commission.
This fall w e’ve been reminded to get our
annual flu shot. Our public health officials advise
that the minimal inconvenience and pain o f the shot is
far better than the malady itself. As one who has had
both a flu shot and the flu, I would heartily agree.
It’s interesting to look back at the history o f
influenza and see the impact it has had on Watertown,
especially the catastrophic pandemic flu o f 1918 that
killed 30 million around the world, at least 500,000 in
the United States and many here in town.
Watertown was geographically very close to
where the first cases o f flu developed in the United
States: Commonwealth Pier in Boston on August 27,
1918. Returning troops from Europe during World
War I carried the easily transmittable disease that had
been raging through Europe. Symptoms included
high fever, body aches, sore throat and general
weakness. The onset o f symptoms was horrifyingly
ast: one to two hours to feel the frill effects o f the
disease, followed by a severe case o f pneumonia that
many could not survive. Public health officials
naively believed that we would be spared the
devastating impact because we were “wellnourished” and had better sanitation standards than
other places.
And this was the basic problem. No one
knew what caused the flu or how it spread. Without
that knowledge, there was no way to adequately
prepare for and manage the disease as a matter o f
public health. Flu is transmitted easily in the droplets
o f breath by a microscopic virus that wouldn’t be
discovered for decades. The potential for it to run
unchecked through the population was enormous.
So there was Watertown, less than six miles
from flu’s entry point to the United States, like a
sitting duck. The first flu cases were reported in the
Watertown Tribune-Enterprise, in late September.
“. . . Influenza Takes Toll in Watertown,” the
headline read on September 27, 1918, with reports
about the disease affecting almost every household in
vown, hospitals filled to overcapacity and public
‘'gatherings o f all kinds cancelled, including church
services and classes in the local schools. The listing
o f names in the newspaper o f those who succumbed
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Cub Scout Den 2 o f Pack 30 from the Cunniff
School visited the Edmund Fowle House in
November. The boys were excited to learn all about
the house's role in the early part o f the Revolution and
that the house is right in their home town. The Scouts
left with a renewed sense o f importance about
Watertown and its role in the nation's history.

been lifted. Schools, which had been closed for
almost a full month, reopened. Nonetheless the
deaths would continue over the next few months as
weakened immune systems made people more
susceptible to disease and to the pneumonia that often
followed the flu.
The number o f dead was immense. In 1917,
from September through December, there were 80
deaths reported in Watertown. In 1919, the number
was 50; but in 1918 during the epidemic, the number
was a staggering 203.
Alarmingly, the highest
proportion o f the dead was among people aged 18-45.
In 1918, the number o f deaths between September
and December for that group was 108, while in 1917
and 1919 it was 19 and 9 respectively.
There were people behind these numbers. A
particularly heart-wrenching death notice read, “Mrs.
Maud Dailey, wife of Henry Dailey o f Riverside
Street, died on Thursday, her 13-year old daughter,
Velina A. Dailey died yesterday. Mrs. Dailey was
buried at Ridgelawn on Sunday and her daughter will
be buried tomorrow.” It doesn’t get much worse than
that.
This disease was a killer o f young people and
the ranks o f Watertown’s youth must have
depreciated markedly. The loss to Watertown, not to
mention the loss to individual families, must have
been profound.
Almost 100 years have passed since the
pandemic flu o f 1918.
As we remember the
devastating impact that the disease had here and
around the world, the importance o f factual medical
information and community involvement should be
highlighted as lessons for future generations.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscapina.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Donation

CUB SCOUT VISIT

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
David J. Russo - Recording Secretary
Mary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
E. Joyce Munger

David Russo (on right) with Cub Scout Den 2
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Robert Childs
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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THE S. S. WATERTOWN
The following story was written by David J.
Russo, Recording Secretary for the Historical Society
and Chairperson of the Historical Commission.
Did you know we had a ship? Watertown was
a dynamic place in the 19th century and one of the
manifestations of our ingenuity was the construction
and launching of the S.S. Watertown here on July 30,
1890.
The ship wasn’t owned or used by the Town
of Watertown itself, but it was lovingly named after
the town by its owner John Cassidy, who lived at 227
North Beacon Street where the house still stands
today. A whole article could be written about
Cassidy’s life. He appears to have taken the
Protestant work ethic to heart, owning and managing
large real estate holdings in Watertown and Brighton,
operating a wholesale liquor business in Boston and a
saw mill here in town. Somehow, he had the time to
oversee the construction of a ship. Cassidy was also
one of W atertown’s Civil War veterans.
The S.S. Watertown was the first and only
ship built here. Cassidy operated his shipyard on the
Charles River, on what today would be the comer of
Charles River Road and Palmer Street. At the time, a
tributary ran to the river and this provided the perfect
geography for ship building. Being a smart and thrifty
man, Cassidy also located his saw mill next to the
shipyard, creating a very short supply chain for this
crucial commodity.
Did we need a ship? It was originally
conceived that a coal wharf could be established in
Watertown and that a ship could be used to transport
that resource to Philadelphia. This, of course, sounds

like an odd use and indeed, such a use never came to
be. A ship was not economically viable for trips
between Watertown
and other destinations.
Ultimately, the Watertown became part of the Boston
& Lynn Transfer Company and ran excursion trips
from Boston to Marblehead, Salem and Beverly in
the summer and transported goods from Boston to
Lynn at all other times.

.. .. j*.

Launching o f the S. S. Watertown on the Charles
River in 1890
The S.S. Watertown was a steam-powered
ship that was 134 feet long, almost 21 feet at its
greatest width and it could haul about 400 tons. It was
designed by A.B. Boyles of East Boston and built by
R.P. Hawkes of Weymouth. Much of the wood for
the ship was harvested from the local area with the
interior of the ship constructed of oak and the exterior
clad in southern pine. At the time, it was reported that
using these local sources of timber yielded a 50%
savings in the cost of materials; certainly a value for
our thrifty Mr. Cassidy.
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of the cargo but were unsuccessful. The ship was
totally destroyed; the cargo a complete loss.
An investigation revealed that a defective
steam boiler caused the fire: there was contac
between the boiler’s pipes and the wooden frame of
the ship. There should have been insulation that
protected the ship, but there wasn’t. This steam boiler
had been purchased used from another ship and had
tragically caused a similar fire in its former craft.
Whether Cassidy knew this fact or not is unknown,
but the repetition o f this incident was unconscionable.
The fire was reported not only in the local and
regional press but also in The New York Times. It
was certainly an injury to the pride o f Cassidy and the
town, especially because o f the loss o f life.
Nineteenth century Watertown was an
enterprising community, which fomented and
encouraged advancements in the political, religious,
business and industrial realms. The S.S. Watertown
was one such expression o f the community’s progress
and values. What are today’s?

The ship was flat-bottomed with three keels,
one in the center and one running parallel on either
side. This enabled the Watertown to navigate in
shallower water. At the time, the Charles River was
tidal and the level of the river varied, but this enabled
the ship to easily operate at low tide as needed.
The launching o f the S.S. Watertown was a
red-letter day for the town and was reported widely in
the local and regional press, including The Boston
Globe. Guests o f honor included officials from
Watertown, Newton, Waltham and Belmont and the
event drew about 1,000 onlookers. The Town of
Watertown presented Cassidy with a set o f colors that
would supplement the two already mounted on the
ship: the U.S. flag at one mast and a pennant with the
name “Watertown” standing out in bold relief on the
other.
Rounding out the occasion were speeches
from local dignitaries and Cassidy’s young daughter
Katie, breaking a bottle o f wine on the ship’s hull. As
the Watertown descended into the Charles River to
commence her working life, she did not get stuck in
the mud as some detractors predicted, but sailed
gracefully into the water, the pride of her native town
following behind her. There was an innate feeling
that a new era o f industry and commerce had begun
and Watertown was driving it. After a day o f
speeches and a reception in the saw mill, the town
went back to its life, confident in its Yankee
ingenuity and place in the world.
Unfortunately, our pride was short-lived. Just
over two years later, on September 28, 1892, as the
ship was making its regular run to Lynn, fully loaded
with groceries, furniture and other merchandise, a fire
broke out on the S.S. Watertown. The captain, upon
realizing the extent of the fire, ordered the ship to be
beached on the shores of Winthrop to allow the
passengers and crew to swim easily to safety.
One person, Mary Frances Carter of Chelsea,
was killed in the incident. Reports indicate that she
was terrified o f having to jump overboard and her
husband was forced to throw her overboard in an
attempt to save her from the approaching fire.
Unfortunately, she met her demise as she entered the
water and struck her head on the propeller.
As the ship continued to bum, it found its way
to the shore o f Winthrop and beached itself. Already,
the entire ship from stem to stem was engulfed in
flames. Soon, the flames reached an oil tank that
exploded and tore away the starboard side o f the ship,
exposing her hull. Officials tried to save some portion

DO YOU KNOW THESE GIRL
SCOUTS FROM OUR PAST?? ^
Recently, Catherine Delaney and her daughter
Jennifer Delaney Fogarty o f Newton donated a Girl
Scout Signature Quilt to the Historical Society. (Quite
timely, as this is the 100th anniversary of the founding
of the Girl Scouts.) A Signature Quilt is a patchwork
quilt that includes some blank square patches where
the people who made the quilt would sign their names
with permanent pen or sometimes they would
embroider their names in the squares.
One of the squares says “Watertown, Mass
Troop 7”, which was her reason for donating it to us.
Fifteen other squares have the names and ages of the
girls who worked on the quilt. Jennifer told us her
mother picked it up at a church sale some 40 years
ago, and didn’t really know anything more about it.
The names on the quilt are:
Leader Clara G. Gwaltney (spelling? Hard to read)
Assistant Leader Hester Nutting 48
Peggy Amos - age 11
Marilyn Antoni
Roberta Donahue - age 11
^
Barbara Finney - age 11
Dorothy Forbes - age 12
2
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Eileen Ford - age 14
Harriet Forbes - age 11
Leona Larson - age 12
Pearl Maclsaac - age 10
June Macurdy - age 11
Joan Murray - age 11
Barbara Nutting - age 12
Mary Porter - age 11

contact Joyce Kelly at ioycekelfeaol.com or at 781 899-7239.

THE DAVENPORT DELTA
The Davenport Delta on School Street at the
junction of Belmont Street has been a hot topic
recently. It was named as part of the Trapelo Road
/Belmont Street Corridor Project. The plans included
removing a portion of the land in order to widen
School Street, taking down several trees, and putting
a bus shelter on the Belmont Street side. Due to the
joint efforts of many people in Watertown,
spearheaded by School Street resident Nancy
O’Leary, the Davenport Delta is no longer part of the
project and will remain preserved and protected as the
unique green space it is today.
The Historical Society of Watertown was part
of the preservation effort. A letter was written by our
President, Marilynne Roach, regarding the historical
importance of the delta and Charles Davenport's
intention for its future. The following is part of that
letter:
Historically, this Delta was the location for
one of Watertown’s earliest school houses, and is the
town’s first public park, established in 1859 when
people only just began to realize the importance of
preserving open space in a rapidly industrializing
world. The park’s name honors its donor, Charles
Davenport whose inventions transformed railroad
rolling stock from passenger cars to engines. Both he
and his son, Dr. Bennett Davenport, advocated for
open space along the Charles River and elsewhere for
the benefit of all citizens.
The Town named the delta “Davenport Delta”
in 1902, according to that year’s Town Report, and
unanimously voted to place it and the other parks
“upon record as public parks and permanent
recreation grounds.”
In addition, Davenport had deeded the land as a
gift to Watertown November 19, 1858 with the
following stipulation.
“But on condition that the said
inhabitants shall remove said School
house within four months from the date
of this instrument, and that the said Lot
shall never be built upon, or occupied
by any building of whatever kind but
remain and be used solely as a common
forever.”

Ouilt square o f “Barbara Nutting Age 1 2 “
A staff person at the Girl Scout Museum in
Waltham told us that Girl Scout Troop Numbers went
to 3 digits in 1960, so our “Troop 7” was several
years before that. She did not find any information in
their files about Watertown’s Troop 7.
Collections Committee Chair Joyce Kelly
came up with the idea of searching the Watertown
high school yearbooks, starting with 1965, to find out
what year these girls graduated in order to date the
quilt. Five of the girls were found in the 1954 book Roberta Donahue, Eileen Ford, June Macurdy, Joan
Murray and Barbara Nutting. Doing the math
working back, that would mean these girls were bom
around 1936 and the quilt was made in 1947. (While
writing this story and looking back at the Assistant
Leaders square, I now realize the “48” in her square is
NOT her age, but the year the quilt was made: 1948.)
We would love to put this quilt on exhibit at
the Fowle House along with information about and
photos of the girls who made it. If you know any of
these “girls” (perhaps one of them is your mother or
grandmother, or perhaps one of them is you!) please
3

fledgling Polaroid.
demolished.)

CHARLES DAVENPORT

It was

only recently

been

In 2005 the Friends of Mount Auburn and the
Historical Society of Watertown cosponsored a
guided walking tour of Mount Auburn Cemetery in
celebration of 375th anniversary of Watertown’s
founding. During the walk members of the Historical
Society Council and volunteers spoke about the lives
of some of Watertown’s notable figures now buried
at the Cemetery.
The following article was written by
Marilynne Roach and read at Davenport’s gravesite.
Charles Davenport (1813 - 1903) began as a
woodworker in the carriage building trade. Seeing the
future of transportation, he partnered with Capt.
Ebenezer Kimball who owned a stage coach line that
ran between Boston and Cambridge. They built an
omnibus in 1834 to replace the usual stagecoach
style: a longer vehicle entered from the end with an
aisle between the seats. Eventually this street-car
style led to rail road passenger cars similarly arranged
- in contrast to overseas models with a series of
compartments along one side and an aisle on the
other (like the Hogwort Express). While the company
was located in a Central Square workshop, one of
their ads read:
Kimball & Davenport
Cambridgeport, Mass.
Rail Road Passenger Cars, Omnibuses
Barouches, Carryalls, Chaises and Buggies
Constantly on hand and made to order.

Historical Society President Marilynne Roach (then
a volunteer) at the Davenport gravesite in Mount
Auburn Cemetery
Davenport, at the ripe old age of 45 retired to
his country estate in Watertown on the eastern slopes
of Meeting House Hill (just below the present Oakley
Country Club). He built a 2-story bracketed Italianate
mansion with porches and a cupola, a summer house
a 2 story bam (also with a cupola), and a fo u n ta in ^
complete with statues. This impressed the locals and
gave the estate the name “Fountain Hill.” In 1858 he
donated a plot of land to the town - the triangle at the
junction of School and Belmont Sts. site of the former
school house - on condition the old school building
be removed and the plot remain open common
forever. (This was at the beginning of communities
paying attention to open spaces.) Charles’ son - Dr.
Bennett Davenport - was a founder of the Historical
Society of Watertown.
Davenport sold Fountain Hill in 1860 to
shipping magnate Alvin Adams who enlarged the
house considerably - but that’s another story.

Soon enough their buggies made way for rail
road cars for this was the golden age of rail road
building. As Davenport Car Works the company
relocated to a new complex in East Cambridge with
access to the river and its own rail spur in an area
now owned by MIT. Its foundries built engines that
could pull 5 passenger coaches at the blistering speed
of 45 mph, while the freight engines traveled 15 mph
hauling 100 cars each loaded with 5 tons of coal. The
company sold $4 million worth of RR cars to over 50
different rail roads. Because Charles also invested in
some of those rail roads he lost a fortune when the
boom burst. However, he held patents on various
vital parts of rail road car construction and made a
respectable amount to retire on when the company
was sold in 1855. (The buildings later housed a boiler
factory, Alexander Graham Bell’s experiments, and a

2012 WSB CUSTOMER
CHOICE AWARDS
Each year, the Watertown Savings Bank
helps support local
civic
and non-profit
organizations that make a significant contribution to
the quality of life in our community by giving away
a substantial amount o f money to help these groups
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continue their important work. This year Watertown
Savings Bank customers voted on the distribution of
S50,000 to 35 local community organizations.
Dollars awarded were based on the number of votes
each organization received.
We are pleased to report that the Historical
Society of Watertown received $881. Thank you to
all who voted for us and to Watertown Savings Bank
for their generosity to the many non-profit
organizations that benefited.

The color cards are $2.00 plus tax each, or
$9.00 plus tax for a packet of 5 cards.
The black-and-white cards are $1.50 plus tax
each or $7.00 for a packet of 5 cards.
To make a purchase, please call the Fowle
House at 617-923-6067. And, please check our
website “Gift Shop” page for other items we sell.
Free delivery in Watertown.

RECENT DONATIONS
FOWLE HOUSE NOTECARDS
FOR SALE

The Historical Society of Watertown has
received several donations of artifacts since our last
newsletter, including:
From the Wellesley Historical Society - a
1920 Town Report of the Finance Committee
From Steven and Elizabeth Skolnick of
Simsbury, CT - 38 high school graduation photos
class of 1930, 4 group photos and various newspaper
articles and correspondence from that period
From Ann Simmons Butler - various papers
regarding her relation to the Bemis family as well as
newspaper articles from 1930
From J. Malcolm Whitney - a book “Micah
Whitney, Revolutionary Soldier...” recording the
branch of Whitneys that settled in Phillips, Maine
From Daniel Roderick of Billerica, MA various photos and papers relating to the Watertown
Arsenal including 7 service pins he received while
working there
From David Sheehan of Natick, MA - a 1929
photo of a Communion Breakfast of St. Patrick’s
Holy Name Society and a 1909 edition of
Watertown’s “The Observer” newspaper
From Albert Kamishlian - a 1953 photo of 2
cars from Aggie’s Cab Co, one with an unidentified
driver
From volunteer Ron Beaver - a book about
Theodore Roosevelt by James Morgan of Watertown
From Catherine and Jennifer Delaney of
Newton - a patchwork signature quilt made in 1948
by Troop 7 of the Watertown Girl Scouts
From Jane Holden - original 1887 plans,
drawn by architect Alberto Haynes, of the William
Lyman store on Mount Auburn Street

The Historical Society has produced some
lovely notecards, one has a color photo of the recently
restored Edmund Fowle House on the front. The
other has our new logo which is a black-and-white
line drawing of the Fowle House. The cards are blank
inside.

Edmund Fowle House -1772

Our thanks go out to all of our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.

Notecards - in color (top), in B& W (bottom)
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from the Annual Appeal. We do not have a large line
item in the budget for maintenance.
If you have carpentry skills and would be
willing to donate your time to help us out, pleast
contact Joyce at 781-899-7239 orjoycekel@aol.com

CARPENTRY HELP??
All houses require regular maintenance and
repairs and the historic Edmund Fowle House is no
exception. We recently noticed that the wooden rails
of the back and side porches are in desperate need of
attention. Perhaps it is due to the unusually large
amount of snow last winter or maybe it is due to
something else. In any case, the wood casings are
rotting and need to be replaced.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saiirolandscaning.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
M arilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
David J. Russo - Recording Secretary
M ary Spiers - Corresponding Secretary
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BENJAMIN ROBBINS CURTIS
PLAQUE REPLACED
The role o f any historic plaque is to
highlight the Tow n’s role in important local, state
and national events and make this story accessible
to residents and passers-by alike. These plaques are
along major thoroughfares, paths, parks and open
spaces, which draw large numbers o f people on a
egular basis. In our fast-paced world, these markers
help provide context to our lives today and illustrate
a continuity o f the life o f the town. They help
engender pride in our town and our shared cultural
heritage and such pride contributes to an
environment in which people are willing to invest
themselves, their families and their future into the
community.
In April 2010, several bronze plaques
marking historical sites and people in Watertown
were stolen, including the Benjamin Robbins Curtis
plaque that was set in a boulder in Watertown
Square by the town landing.
Recently, the Historical Society submitted a
grant proposal to the Harvard/O’Neill Community
Enrichment Fund requesting funds to, among other
things, replace the Benjamin Robbins Curtis plaque
and the 4 meetinghouse plaques that were stolen
from Common Street Cemetery. The Society was
granted a portion o f the proposal and voted to
replace the Curtis plaque with some o f the money.
The Society is working with the town regarding
■eplacement o f the other stolen markers.
The land where this marker sits is owned by
the Department o f Conservation and Recreation
(DCR). Earlier this year the DCR cleaned the
boulder in preparation for the plaque’s replacement.

Over the decades, the boulder had become stained
from car exhaust and other pollutants.

Above: the Curtis marker with the bronze plaque
back in 1990.
Below: D avid Russo, Marilynne
Roach and Joyce Kelly at the dedication o f the new
granite plaque on June 16, 2012.

Biography, Curtis “wrote a long minority opinion
demonstrating that African Americans were U.S.
citizens in 1787, that residence in free territory
made a man free, and that Congress had complete
authority to legislate for the territories, including
prohibiting slavery.” Justice Curtis resigned from
the Supreme Court over this matter. He returned to
his law practice in Boston.
In 1868 he returned to Washington DC as
the chief counsel for President Andrew Johnson,
defending President Johnson successfully during the
first presidential impeachment trial.
Curtis married three times and had twelve
children. He died in Newport, RI on Sept 15, 1874
and is buried at Mount Auburn Cemetery.

The new plaque, produced in etched black
granite by Newton Memorial Art, was ready to be
installed on December 16. When representatives
from the company tried to affix it to the boulder
they discovered that the original bronze plaque
apparently had a slight curve to it, so this flat
granite plaque was sticking out in one comer,
instead o f fitting flush into the rectangular setting.
The boulder needed to be ground down somewhat
so that the plaque would fit flush. The Historical
Society applied for and received a Riverfront Mini
Grant from the Watertown Community Foundation
for grinding down the boulder.
The plaque dedication ceremony took place
on June 16, 2012 and included a walking tour o f the
Charles River waterfront in Watertown Square.
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The new etched granite plaque
Benjamin Robbins Curtis (1809 - 1874) was
bom and brought up in Watertown in a house along
the Charles River not far from where this plaque is
located. He graduated from Harvard in 1829 and
from Harvard Law School in 1832. A short time
later he established a law practice in Boston.
He was elected to the state legislature in
1849. In 1851 he was appointed to the United States
Supreme Court by President Millard Fillmore on the
recommendation of Mass. Senator Daniel Webster.
In 1857 Curtis wrote the dissenting opinion
in the Dred Scott case regarding citizenship of
Scott, who had been taken from the slave state o f
Missouri to reside in two free states, then back to
Missouri. Scott claimed the right o f citizenship after
being a resident in a free state and Curtis argued for
his case. According to the Encyclopedia o f World

Supreme Court Justice Benjamin Robbins Curtis

HISTORICAL COMMISSION
PRESERVATION AWARDS
We are pleased to report that Pam Piantedosi
won the Watertown Historical Commission’s
Preservation Award in the Community Service
category, “given to any individual who has taken a
leadership role in the advancement o f appreciation
for W atertown’s unique cultural make up.” This
award was for her idea and execution o f the very
2

successful auction o f the Society’s duplicate
Watertown newspapers held last October. The
Historical Society has found these newspapers to be
a invaluable resource for historical information
about the town. It was Pam ’s dedication and
excitement that enabled the residents o f Watertown
to examine 54 duplicate bound volumes o f
newspapers stretching from 1879 to 1941 to get a
glimpse into life in town at that time. She expressed
their importance by stating, “Within these historical
volumes reside family names, events, the history o f
the emergence o f land from farms to industry and
the growth o f a population o f a town that thousands
of people call home.” The public auction allowed
the residents o f W atertown to take a piece of
Watertown history home with them.

any changes to the house an property will require
review and approval by the Historical Commission.

Mark and Em esta Krackiewicz receive their award
from David Russo (center) in fro n t o f their house
The Citizenship Award went to Nancy Walsh
O ’Leary for her organization o f the effort to save the
Davenport Delta, as we reported in our last
newsletter. We are happy to report that there will be
no changes to that plot o f land.

Historical Commission Chair D avid Russo presents
the Community Service Aw ard to Pam Piantedosi

HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY
CONTEST

The Historical Resources Award went to
Mark and Emesta Krackiewicz for their house at 77
Riverside Street. Owned by Mark and Emesta, this
c. 1805 house was the birthplace o f Massachusetts
Supreme Court Justice George Tyler Bigelow. It is
the 4th oldest house in Watertown, and is the only
example o f a federal style house constructed of
brick remaining in Watertown.
The Krackiewicz’s took on the extensive
ask o f having their house and surrounding land
^designated as W atertown’s first historic landmark
under the new W atertown Historic Landmark
Ordinance. This designation means that plans for

The Historical Society o f Watertown
sponsors the Historical Society Award for the best
history essay submitted by a high school student.
This year students had their choice o f four themes:
an individual, ethnic group, landmark or historical
event in Watertown and its significance to the town
and region.
The 1st place winner received $300; the 2nd
and 3rd place winners received $100 each. The
winners were chosen by a panel o f Historical Society
Council members. The awards were presented on
June 14 in the high school lecture hall.
3

closure or end to their unforgettable past. However,
with nations unwilling to recognize the Armenian
genocide, including the one that instigated it and
committed the crimes, Armenians are left with
loneliness, and remorse. Armenians cannot find an
end to their unhappiness until the genocide is
recognized, and they regain the identity that has been
time and time again stripped from their backs. The
Armenian Library and Museum o f America is one
institution that helps Armenians regain their lost past
- identity and traditions included - and feel
recognized as a people, which in turn ends some
unhappiness.
The Armenian Library and Museum of
America (ALMA) was founded in 1971 by Armenian
-American intellectuals from the Greater Boston
area. As Armenian immigrants and genocide
survivors immigrated to America, they brought with
them treasured books and artifacts. However, as these
immigrants and refugees passed away or moved to
another location, the treasured items they had brought
with them to their new home were becoming lost or
destroyed. These intellectuals became concerned with
the decreasing number o f remaining Armenian
artifacts, which included things such as books,
paintings, rugs, clothing, and kitchenware, etc. Thus,
the ALMA was founded to prevent and furthermore
put an end to any additional losses o f Armenian
publications and relics.
Since it was founded in 1971, the ALMA has
drastically grown. At first, it was situated in two
small rental rooms at First Armenian Church in
Belmont, MA. Just two years after settling in 1972,
the ALMA launched an Oral History Project. This
project was used, as the name suggests, for obtaining
tape recordings. After working in partnership with the
Armenian Assembly o f America, the ALMA received
federal funding for their Oral History Project. Over
600 tapes o f interviews with genocide survivors were
received through the success o f this project, adding
greatly to the importance and authenticity o f the
ALMA. After receiving donations from various
people, and displaying exhibits in multiple places
(including MFA, Tufts, and Dartmouth College), the
ALMA began to grow over the next 38 years to
evolve into what it has become today.
Although the ALMA building is a museum
and a library, there are three other offices located
within the building. Located within are the United
States offices o f the Armenia Tree Project, the
Armenian International W omen’s Association, and

Third place went to 9th grader Erin Hickey for
her essay on “Perikins School for the Blind”. Second
place went to 10th grader Connor Crowley for his
essay on “The Father o f Our Town: Sir Richard
Saltonstall”. First place went to 10th grader Alice
Elbakian for her essay on “Armenian Library and
Museum o f America” which is printed here.

Alice Elbakian, Connor Crowley, and Erin Hickey
The Armenian population o f the world
struggles constantly with maintaining their traditions,
land, and overall identity as a distinct individual
people. Armenian territories were being conquered
and reconquered over and over again since 612 B.C.
by Persian forces. In 69 B.C. Armenia was again
conquered, this time by Roman powers. Becoming
the world’s first Christian nation also led to issues
with neighboring countries that had opposing
religious views, such as Persia. Since then, there have
been innumerable accounts o f Armenian subjugations
to world powers or other nations. The fall o f the
Soviet Union also brought with it economic, social,
and political problems which the Armenian people
had to face. However, the problems o f ancient and
rather recent Armenia are far from the worst fate
Armenians have ever had to endure. Officially
starting in 1915, the Armenian people were subjected
to the worst tragedy to have ever afflicted Armenians
- the Armenian Genocide. Armenians have been
forced to deal with the refusal o f many influential
countries to accept the Armenian Genocide, with
especially relentless denial from Turkey. The
genocide in particular has made Armenian people
bitter, sorrowful, and eager to find some sort of
4

Project SAVE Armenian Photographic Archives. The
Armenia Tree Project is an organization that
oromotes Armenia’s socioeconomic development
irough reforestation. The Armenian International
Women’ Association (AIWA) uses education and
community activities to improve the social,
economic, and personal advancement o f Armenian
women. The AIWA also seeks to promote gender
equality amongst Armenian women. Project SAVE
Armenian Photograph Archives collects, documents,
presents, and preserves historic and modern
photographic records o f Armenia.

people. It started out as a small organization and grew
to be a strong institution for Armenian culture. It
provides samples o f Armenian culture and traditions
to people who want to learn about Armenian lifestyle.
This makes people more accepting o f Armenians. As
for those affected either directly or indirectly by the
genocide, the ALMA is helpful in the recovery from
the genocide because it is one place that recognizes
the pain and suffering Armenians went through.
There is physical proof that what those people went
through was real, even though most nations refuse to
recognize the Armenian genocide. More than
anything else, it is a place where other people’s
suffering is also documented, so that any Armenian
who has been affected by the genocide knows
wholeheartedly that they were not alone in this. They
now know that other people can empathize with
them, not just sympathize. The ALMA is one place
that anyone can go to and feel like their past has been
appreciated. Sometimes, people may feel like they
have, in some way, received compensation for their
loss or past. Knowing that other people have seen
what they have seen and know what has happened to
their people helps put some at ease. At least someone
understands what has happened. They are no longer
invisible or shielded from the world. The ALMA is
important to the history o f Watertown because in an
area with such a high population o f Armenians,
comes an area with a high population o f distrust,
s o i t o w and altogether unhappiness. The ALMA is
one step towards healing the wounded Armenian
culture, tradition, and identity. The ALMA is one step
towards acknowledging the Armenian pain and
suffering that has been endured by all of its people.

The Armenian Library and Museum o f America at the
corner o f Main and Church Streets
These other organizations that are located in
the ALMA building help to achieve its goals, which
are “To maintain and preserve in perpetuity an active
program o f collecting, conserving and documenting
Armenian artifacts, books and publications; to
preserve for posterity the Armenian heritage, both
past and present, and to tell the story o f the Armenian
people; to promote awareness and appreciation o f the
culture and contributions o f the Armenian people,
through exhibits and diverse educational programs; to
serve as a national repository and information center
on the Armenian people, history, and culture.”
Reaching these goals becomes much easier when the
VLMA is supported by other Armenian-supporting
groups.
Overall, the ALMA o f Watertown helps
relieve the unrest and unhappiness o f the Armenian

The Historical Society appreciates the effort
taken by the high school staff to encourage students
to develop an interest in the history o f their town. We
look forward to reading the essays every year.

UPDATE ON GIRL SCOUTS
In our last newsletter I reported on a quilt
that was created by some girl scouts in 1948.
Several o f the squares had the girl’s name written
on them. One o f these girls, Eileen Ford (St. Onge)
emailed me and gave me some details.
She said her Troop 7 met down stairs in the
Phillips Church at the corner o f Irving and Mt.
5

Auburn Streets. Five o f the girls graduated from the
1954 high school class. She still runs the class
reunions.
Eileen went on to Senior Scouting and after
getting married and having a family, was a Brownie
Leader then a Girl Scout Leader. She recalled hikes
at the Cedar Hill Girl Scout Camp, working for
many badges, selling a lot o f Girl Scout Cookies
and singing around town during Christmas.
We thank Eileen Ford for her Girl Scout
memories and welcome any memories o f
Watertown you might like to share with our readers.

3 rd g r a d e

bus tours

On five different days in May and June, third
grade students from the Cunniff, Hosmer and Lowell
schools were given a bus tour of historic sites in
Watertown.
Bob Childs and Education Chairperson Peggy
Anderson brought the children to many historic sites
in town, including the Old Burying Ground, the
Founders Monument, the Edmund Fowle House and
the Town Hall. The students especially enjoyed
sitting in the Town Councilors chairs in the Town
Hall Council Chamber.
This bus trip helps bring to life the coloring
book "Early Watertown 1630-1776”, provided by the
Historical Society to the third grade classes.

Bob Childs and students in the Old Burying Ground
on Arlington St. (top), in fro n t o f Town Hall (above)

FOWLE HOUSE GETS NEW
TREE

Bob Childs, in Colonial attire, with third grade
students at the Founders Monument

The Historical Society o f Watertown would
like to thank Joe and Kathy Butler o f Butler and Sons
Tree Service for their generous donation of a
Stewartia Tree for the back yard o f the historic
Edmund Fowle House at 28 Marshall Street.
Not long ago, Butler and Sons took down a
few dead trees and one dying tree in our back yard,
donating their efforts for a couple o f them. Needless
to say, it didn’t leave us with much shade. We were
very pleased to receive an email from them offering

3. The Life and Times o f Oramel Crawford: A
Vermont Farmer 1809-1888 by Fred E.
Crawford, published in 1952

to donate a tree to replace a shade tree that used to
stand in the comer o f the yard.

We are selling these hardcover books for
$7.00 each, plus tax. If you would like to purchase a
copy, please contact Joyce at joycekel@aol.com or at
781-899-7239.

Joe Butler (center) with D avid (kneeling) and John
beside the newly planted Stewartia tree in the Fowle
House yard

COLLECTIONS COMMITTEE
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Joe and two o f his employees planted the tree
on Friday morning, May 4th. The Butlers are well
known in town for their community spirit and history
of giving back to the Town o f Watertown.
The Stewartia is flourishing and has filled out
substantially since this photo was taken. We expect it
will be producing beautiful flowers by next spring.

Have you ever wondered what kinds of things
the Historical Society has stored in their collections
rooms? This is your chance to get up close and
personal with many items that have been donated to
the Society over the years. We have been collecting
artifacts since our inception in 1888.
For years, much o f the collection had been
kept in a small room on the second floor of the
Edmund Fowle House. It was so packed full of
artifacts that it was difficult to even move around in
the room. Many o f the items had never been seen by
the group o f Council members that packed up the
collection during the early months o f 2005 to
prepare for the restoration o f the Edmund Fowle
House. As we packaged things up in acid-free paper
and acid-free boxes, there were many excited calls
to “Come and look at this!” when we would come
across something o f particular interest.
In 1991 an inventory was done on the objects
in the Society’s collection. This typed inventory was
a huge undertaking and took a lot o f time to compile.
It is however, in most cases, a very brief description
of an artifact such as “receipt 1757” or “document
1758” or “old deeds and other papers”. This typed
inventory has since been entered into an Excel
spreadsheet, making it easier to search.

COOLIDGE-CRAWFORD
BOOKS FOR SALE
Last year the Historical Society received a
letter from Anne Crawford, a member o f the
Coolidge family who lives in North Carolina. She
inherited a number o f the privately printed Coolidge
family books. (We have at least one o f each o f these
books in the Society’s collection.) They are:
1. One Branch o f the Coolidge Family 14271963, by Frederick C. Crawford, published
in 1964
2. Your Grandmother: A memoir o f Mattie
Coolidge Crawford by Fred E.Crawford,
published in 1945
7

Our Collections Committee has begun the
task o f cataloging all o f the artifacts in our collection.
We work together in groups o f 2 or 3, filling out a
printed form describing each item. Some items are
repackaged in acid free mylar sleevings, tissue and/or
boxes that we have purchased. The information on
the catalog form is later entered into a museum
software package called PastPerfect.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
Collections Committee volunteers Ron Beaver and
Don Berg encasing house plans in mylar
There are other opportunities to work with the
collections besides cataloging. We have recently
acquired several day books/diaries from the 1800s
belonging to machinist George S. Johnson and police
officer George Coleman. We would like to have these
day book entries transcribed into a Word document.
Some items need to be researched. A full
background story would give much more meaning to
some o f our artifacts and would help when creating
exhibits. For instance, we recently received a
donation o f a milk bottle that says “Green Meadow
Farms, Watertown, Mass”. Research needs to be done
on where the farm was located, who owned it, what
years it was in operation, etc.
We have several items on display in the
Fowle House and captions need to be written for
them. A short write-up about the item and how it was
used, or about the painting/artist would enhance a
visit to the Edmund Fowle House and add to the
visitor’s knowledge of history.
Our committee meets about twice a month on
Saturday or Sunday morning from 10:30 to 12:30. No
one is expected to attend every working meeting.
Please contact Joyce Kelly at 781-899-7239
orjoycekel@aol.com if you are interested.

N am e:____________________
Address:__________________
City, State, Z ip :____________
Email:____________________
_____ Individual
_____ Senior / Student
_____Household
_____ Friend
_____ Contributor
_____ Patron
Donation

$25.00
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$40.00
$ 100.00
$250.00
$500.00
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WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE IN WATERTOWN
The following article was written by David
J. Russo, former board member of the Historical
Society of Watertown and current Chair o f the
Watertown Historical Commission.

How often do we take the right to vote for
granted? How many elections have we not bothered
to vote in because w e're busy or don't feel we have
the time? There was a time, not long ago, when a
whole segment of the population was denied the
vote simply on the basis o f gender. Here’s how the
battle for women’s suffrage transpired in
Watertown.
As you likely know, the 19th Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution granted women the right to
vote in 1920, however, the initial campaign began
here in 1915 when a state constitutional amendment
allowing women’s suffrage was proposed. Before
the national campaign, the various suffrage
campaigns were fought on the state level because,
under the U.S. Constitution, individual states
defined the franchise.
A little history: a number o f states in the
west had already granted women the right to vote.
Wyoming was the earliest at 1869 and Utah in
1870. However, these were U.S. territories at the
time, although when they became states (in 1890
and 1896 respectively), they became the first states
to grant the right to vote. In some other states,
including Massachusetts, women were allowed to
vote in School Committee elections, because of
prejudiced beliefs that women were attuned to
matters involving children. Not many women
availed themselves of this opportunity.

Getting back to the 1915 campaign. The
sides in Watertown were fairly well defined: we had
both a suffrage movement and an “anti-suffrage’'
movement. The “anti” group, led by Maria Brigham
(the sister o f our famous architect, Charles),
genuinely believed that women should not have the
right to vote. Both groups were substantially
composed of women, although the suffragists did
have men in the ranks, including those who spoke at
public events. Having men among the ranks o f the
anti's was probably unpalatable because would
make the men look odious and exclusionary.
Interestingly, the local newspaper remained neutral,
as leading citizens were on both sides o f the issue.
The arguments posited by the suffragists
focused on the inferior position of women and how
the vote would liberate them and bring them into
full membership o f society. Inherent in this
argument was the prejudiced argument that women
would be interested in bettering the conditions of
the masses and alleviating suffering, especially
among other women and children through their
choices at the voting booth. To make their position
less threatening to men. they argued that they didn't
wish to do “man’s work” or “usurp his place*’ in
society.
What must have been particularly galling for
the suffragists was that women were voting in other
states in all races— from the lowest local race all the
way up to the election for president. It was simply a
matter o f geography that prevented their franchise.
The anti-suffragists believed that granting
equal voting rights were unnecessary and
undesirable on a number o f grounds. Some believed
that equal voting would interfere with the marital

rrelationship by potentially introducing controversy
and division between the partners resulting from
different voting patterns. They believed that the
franchise would ultimately undermine the home.
One pundit remarked, “There are only two ways for
a married woman to vote, with or against her
husband; and if she votes against him it counteracts
his vote, and if she votes with him it duplicates his
vote.” A very narrow view, indeed.
Others pointed to the experience o f the
western states where women could vote. In some
instances, very few women actually voted, similar
to Watertowirs School Committee elections. At
other times, they highlighted when conditions failed
to improve for women and children in spite of the
effect of women voting. Still others suggested that
men had, overall, governed wisely and looked out
well for the interests of women. As they saw it, the
function of government was maintaining life, public
safety and property, all of which depended on law
enforcement and the physical power of men to
secure them—not women.
As the 1915 campaign season progressed,
the battle turned increasingly negative. Instead of
focusing on the value o f their own position, they
began attacking the opposing side and the people
involved. This was especially true of the anti’s who
attacked the suffragists and their associates as
socialists and accused them o f undermining
traditional Christian values.
All of this jockeying for position and
campaigning played out in the local paper, where a
dedicated amount of space was given to each side.
When it was over, it was clear that the issue had
been fully examined in the paper and that the public
was fully informed. When the vote was tallied, the
amendment failed by almost 2-1 across the state,
and by about the same proportion in Watertown.
So, was that it? Would women be destined
to remain second class citizens? We, of course,
know that the franchise was eventually extended in
1920.
On June 4th o f that year, Congress passed
the 19th Amendment and it was then sent to the
states to determine whether it would be ratified. The
process was amazingly fast. Public opinion had
shifted markedly in just those few years:
Massachusetts passed the amendment on June 25, a
mere three weeks later and was the 8th state to do
so. The 19th Amendment was passed by Tennessee

on August 8th and ratification was complete. The
whole process had taken just over two months.
Once ratification was complete, women
began to register in Watertown—and in droves. The
need was so great that the Town held registration
sessions at both the town hall and at the east end
fire station. Before registration, there were 3.244
men and 694 women registered (remember, women
could vote in School Committee elections). It was a
presidential election season, so there was lots of
attention and interest in voting. As registration
progressed, it became almost a competition to see
whether there would be more male voters or female
voters.
By the time registration ended, there were
8,312 registered voters, although the paper did not
report the break-down between men and women.
Nonetheless, it did report that for every four new
voters, three were women and only one was male. It
is very likely that the female electorate was larger
than the male electorate in 1920.
In the presidential election o f 1920, 7,744
out of the 8,312 voters exercised their right, a
staggering 93%. Poll workers reported that the new
female voters took their responsibilities seriously
and appeared, in many cases, to be better informed
than their male counterparts. They only complained
that a number o f hairpins and powder puffs were
left behind in the voting booth.
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Headline from Sept 10, 1920 Watertown Free Press
Interestingly, among the new registrants was
a Mrs. Grace Hale, o f 18 Winsor Avenue—one of
the leaders in the anti-suffragist movement.
Hopefully her experience with voting was a further
embrace o f her civic responsibilities and
i

participation in public life, and not radical action
designed to undermine her family and faith.

Finding O ne’s Home by Abigail Vershbow and
Different is Okay Too! by Ruyth Komukyeya.

2012 VICTOR N. LOUKAS
ESSAY CONTEST
Last year the Historical Society o f Watertown
was pleased to begin co-sponsoring an essay contest
in honor o f Victor N. Loukas, a retired U. S. History
teacher who completed his student teaching at the
West Junior High School in Watertown in 1958 and
whose children all graduated from Watertown High
School. The idea and the funds for this essay contest
were provided by his daughter, Elisabeth Loukas, in
honor of her father.
The students had a choice of topics, which
included recounting their own immigration story or
someone else’s. The winners were chosen by a panel
consisting o f a board member of the Historical
Society and members o f the Loukas family.

High school winners o f the Loukas Essay Contest
surround histoiy teacher Kraig Gustafson (hack row,
3rd from left) as well as Victor and Elisabeth Loukas
(hack row on the right)
The 1st place winner at the high school,
Amanda Natale, received $500 for her essay
Watertown —A New Beginning. The Runner Up was
Stephanie Frankian, who received an “Images of
America - Watertown” book for the essay Coming to
America: A Stoiy o f an Armenian Boy's Survival in a
Strange World. Essays of Distinction were
Watertown's Welcoming Spirit by Paloma Fraga.
New Chapter o f My Life by Tatevik Hovsepyan,
Interview with my Grandmother by Jane Grzelcyk,

Victor Loukas, Amanda Natale and Elisabeth Loukas
The winning high school essay is printed here
for our readers.
According to my father, Emidio, my
grandfather, Constantino Natale owned a small retail
fruit and vegetable store in Sulmona, Italy. A
vacationing family friend, Oreste Cocco, who lived in
Watertown, persuaded my grandfather to “test” living
in America to better the family’s economic life.
Oreste arranged for my grandfather’s second cousin.
Joe Natale, to sponsor him from Sulmona to
Watertown. And so, in the spring o f 1967, my
grandfather immigrated from Circonvalazione.
Orientale, Sulmona. Italy to Arlington Street,
Watertown, USA!
With
“Uncle” Joe’s assistance.
my
grandfather secured a good-paying job in the
shipping/receiving department of the old Reece
Corporation, a leading industrial sewing machine
manufacturer located on Moody Street in Waltham.
Soon it was time to bring the entire family to
Watertown.
In October o f 1967 my father remembers
being a scared little 6-year old boy leaving his
grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins and friends for an
unknown new home across the Atlantic Ocean. After
what seemed an endless 8-hour turbulent flight, the
plane landed on a cold and windy afternoon in
Boston. It sure was great to see his father and reunite
as a family.
The early days were difficult. My father
remembers being dropped off at the old Coolidge
School for the first time, crying and pleading not to
be left alone. Not speaking English and being the

r
only new student in class made for long days. In fact,
many nights were spent trying to persuade his parents
to move back to Sulmona. However, he was
reassured that with time the situation would improve.
Sure enough, after a few months, my father was
speaking English and making friends, many of whom
had also immigrated to Watertown from Armenia,
Greece and Italy too.
At home the family continued with the
traditions from Sulmona. After mass at Sacred Heart
Church and later St. Theresa’s Church, every Sunday
at 1 pm my grandparents would prepare homemade
meals, and the entire family would eat together. My
grandfather made wine from California grapes
shipped to Chelsea on train cars. Boy was it fun
negotiating the price of those grapes! Would you
believe it was $2.50 for a 36-pound case of grapes?
Today it is $34.00. And just as in Sulmona, there was
always a vegetable garden in the backyard with
tomatoes, pole beans, hot peppers, eggplant, basil,
rosemary, parsley and various salads. Not to mention,
my grandfather grew peach, apple, pear, and plum
trees. One pear tree was grafted to actually produce
two types of pears, Bartlett and Bose. My
grandparents, Constantino and Anna, created a slice
of Sulmona right here in Watertown. To this day my
father carries on the traditions instilled in him by his
father. He continues to make wine every September
and plant a garden every spring.
In 1969 my grandmother began working as a
piece maker of oil and gas valves at the old Clarkson
Industries located on Dexter Avenue in Watertown.
With both grandparents working, by 1973 they had
saved enough to purchase a home, and they decided
to stay in Watertown. They had made friendships,
you could walk to Cantone’s Baker, Star Market,
Sacred Heart Church and later St. Theresa’s Church,
the MBTA bus on Mt. Auburn St., the schools, the
parks - there was no better place to live. To this day,
we live in the same house that my grandparents
purchased all those years ago.
Through the years at the Coolidge School,
Hosmer School, East Junior High School and
Watertown High School, my father recalls many
dedicated teachers and coaches that motivated him to
give 100% effort to achieve his goals. The
experiences in the classrooms, gymnasiums and on
the soccer fields in Watertown served him well as an
undergraduate student at Boston College and later as
a graduate student at Bentley College. The lessons
learned in Watertown traveled well.

And so it was no surprise that my father and
mother, Emidio and Denise, decided to raise our
family in Watertown for the same reasons my
grandparents, Constantino and Anna, made this town
their home - a diverse group o f welcoming families
with rich traditions, caring teachers and coaches,
parks and walking paths, and convenient access to all
services and attractions.

Middle school winners o f the Loukas Essay Contest
with histoiy teacher Kraig Gustafson on left,
Elisabeth Loukas 2nd and Victor Loukas 4thfrom left
The 1st place winner at the middle school,
Yasayi Tolmoyan, received $300 for his essay 1 am
Now Stronger. The Runner Up was Hanna McCall
who received an “Images of America - Watertown”
book for the essay Immigration fo r Inspiration.
Essays of Distinction were You Don 7 Have a Pair o f
Beiruts? by Stephen Strangio, How a Place in
Watertown Has Been Affected by Immigration by
Thomas Brennan, Go West, Go West, Punjab is Best
by Arshdeep Singh, A New Life by Hallie Blitzman
and Working on a Dream by Patrick O'Donnell.
The winning middle school essay is printed
here for our readers.
Thinking back, this essay could have been
written about most of the members in my family. I
say this because most of us are first generation
immigrants. I didn’t choose my parents or
grandparents to write about because their struggles
were too great and beyond my comprehension. I
didn’t choose myself or my younger cousins because
we were too young to remember. Instead. I chose
someone who was closer to my age and yet was old
4
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would be leaving behind half her family, all her
friends, and neighbors. Life as she knew it was
forever over and no one bothered to tell her.
Her family chose to settle in Watertown
because her aunt had been living in this very town for
the last 15 years and they wanted to settle close to
someone they knew. Her aunt had married and
moved to America when Ani was very small so she
did not recognize her or anyone else. But that was not
important at first because as a ten your old kid. in a
new country filled with technology and new land, it
was all a new adventure. “I was amazed at everything
around me” she says. “I met new members of my
family and 1 was surrounded by beautiful houses and
toys that belonged to my newly found cousins. 1 was
excited, and at the time, very blind to the difficulties
that my parents were facing.”
She goes on to say that the first month or so,
while her family was settling down and people were
getting used to each other, she felt like a tourist;
wearing different clothes, trying new foods, seeing
new things, meeting new people; but after that first
month, reality settled in. “I think culture shock hit me
for the first time when I was taken to school to be
registered for my classes. The reason for this is that as
I entered through the front doors o f the elementary
school, a couple o f realities settled on me. First, I
realized that the move was permanent. It was not a
vacation or an extended visit; this was now going to
be my life. The second realization was that I needed
to learn a language that 1 had never heard being
spoken before. Third was that American schools were
much different than the ones in Armenia and my final
realization was that 1 did not fit in."
For the first few years, she had a hard time in
school trying to find her place and adjusting. Life as a
new international student is lonely especially if you
do not speak the same language as everyone else. "As
kind as all the teachers were to me 1 think it was with
the other students that 1 struggled the most. No matter
what language you speak or where you are from, you
know when no one wants to be partnered up with you
because you do not read or write as well as they do. I
know it's silly to remember this until this day, but it is
still engraved in my head the very day that a girl in
my class was forced to work with me because no one
else volunteered. She, unfortunately, did not let me
forget this. As I sat there in class burning with
embarrassment, I made a simple promise to myself: 1
promised to work hard.”

enough to remember the move and the impact it had
on her life. 1 chose my older cousin Ani.

Yasayi Tohnoyan, Victor Loukas & Elisabeth Loukas
Before the interview, 1 realized that I did not
know much about my cousin’s immigration story
except for the fact that she came to America when she
was ten years old, she skipped fourth grade, and that
my parents never failed to remind us kids that we
needed to do as good as her in school. By looking at
her or listening to her talk, you would never know
that she's an immigrant. To everyone else, she looks
like every other college student except for one thing;
she is too mature and grown up compared to others
her age.
Born in Metsamore, Armenia, Ani spent first
half o f her life like any other kid around her; going to
school during the year, and play outside on her
grandma's farm in the summer. Back then life was
simple and sweet. She would spend hours with her
sister and friends outside playing hopscotch, jumping
rope, climbing trees to pick fruit, and running through
the fields to catch beautifully large monarch
butterflies. As one of the younger grandchildren at
the time, she was treasured, loved, and spoiled
wherever she went. Life as she knew it was good.
Then March o f 2000. it was announced to her
that her family was leaving. “I don’t think I fully
understood at the time where I was going, how long I
would be gone or what was really happening. All I
remember was that people kept hugging me. crying,
telling me that they would miss me and that when 1
grew up, I should promise to invite them to my
wedding". She says this with a small smile on her
face. She did not understand at the time that she
5

As time went on, Ani’s family had a harder
time adjusting to life in America and she started
helping out with work to help support her family. She
went to school during the day, cleaned and took care
of the younger children in the family every day after
school, and helped out with sewing clothes on the
weekends. It was during late at night when the
grownups came home that she had time to do her
homework. Not having anyone to help her at home
wither her English, she relied on notes she took from
her classes to teach herself. “It was difficult for many
years but with a great amount o f determination and
hard work, I was not only able to catch up to my
classmates but I was able to graduate from high
school with Honors. The self-reliance I learned back
then was great for me I think because now, while I
am in college, I have a great amount o f self-control
and determination to succeed without the help o f
others.”
When I asked her what it was like to have
moved to a different part o f the world half way
through her life and what things she learned along the
way, she replied that is was like someone grabbing
your world and shaking it all about. “I don’t want to
say flips it upside down” she said, “because that
suggests a negative connotation. I love it here. I
cannot imagine living anywhere else. If I had not
come to America, I would not be the person that I am
today. There is not much o f a chance for women in
Armenia to receive the amount o f education that I
have here or even the job opportunities that are
available to me here. I love the freedom I have to
speak my mind and I have come to treasure the
comfortable lifestyle that we have worked so hard to
build for ourselves here with my family. There is
nowhere else I’d rather be. What I learned along my
journey to America is that person’s world can be
easily uprooted and changed but it is our ability to
adapt, learn, make the best out o f the situation, and
the lessons that we learn from our experiences is what
makes us who we are.”
As I heard her speak about life in other
counties I thought about all the things that I had in my
life that I took advantage o f and expected to have
without much thought. I thought about how I
expected school just to be there and how there was
light every time I flipped the switch or how there was
always water when I put my hands in the sink. It
seemed strange to me to even consider not having all
these things. When I thought about this I always came
back to one conclusion: I kept thinking that I would

not be able to live without electricity or I would not
be able to live without running water. But after
thinking it over for some time, I realized that she was
right. When we don’t have something, even though it
is uncomfortable, we learn to live without it and adapt
and grow and learn from it.
Wrapping up our interview, I asked Ani one
last question. I asked her how immigration had
changed her. With confidence she replied, “I am now
stronger.” Then after pausing briefly, she jokingly
added, “Now that I think about it, a lot smarter too.”
She explained to me that she was now much stronger
because she had faced a challenge at a young age and
had grown from it. “When you face a difficulty as a
child, you feel helpless, but once you find the strength
to grow up and find a solution to your problem on
your own, it’s empowering. I later learned that my
parents had given up their whole lives in Armenia for
an unknown life in America for you siblings and I.
They wanted a better education and future for their
children than the one they received, so they
abandoned their lives and took a leap o f faith that we
would receive that here. And that opportunity that
was gifted to me, I will never take for advantage.”
It was only after the interview that I
understood why Ani had always been so driven to
succeed and why she continues to work hard in
everything that she does. She faced a difficult
challenge as a kid, found the ability to learn on her
own, learned to grow up quickly and accept many
responsibilities. And as a result, she became a much
stronger person.
The Historical Society would like to thank
Kraig Gustafson and other staff members o f the
schools for their help in encouraging students to share
their immigration stories.

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society o f Watertown has
recently received several donations o f artifacts:
From Ted Wayne - a 1973 coffee mug
depicting the Watertown High School “Raiders” logo
From Phyllis DiAndrea o f Waltham - a card
board document holder from Union Market National
Bank with advertisements from local businesses
From Janet McCullough - an 8-page article
from the June 2010 edition o f “Civil War Times”
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magazine about women who worked in Federal
arsenals, including Watertown's
From Pauline Allarie - a 1914 Program
booklet from "Evening o f Song" at Town Hall
From Andrea Howard of Belmont - a wooden
milk crate from Woodland Dairy
From William Wall o f Framingham - a copy
o f the book “Great Little Watertown” and two
newspaper clippings on Watertown history
From Clare Murphy - a book on Gravestone
preservation and the book “Gravestones of Early New
England and the Men Who Made Them"
From John E. and Wendover H. Fredland of
Annapolis, Maryland - an 1830s dress and an 1840s
bonnet that belonged to their Watertown ancestor
Katherine Harrington

lure o f the burgeoning industrial revolution enticed
him to leave law and work on developing the mill in
Watertown. For the next few years he experimented
in the production o f chocolate (this eventually
became the Walter Baker Chocolate Co. of
Dorchester - now a historic land mark) and the
processing o f dyewoods and medicinal roots. Seth
also invented a machine that picked over cotton to
remove seeds and other impurities. This had been
done by hand up to this point. This machine was
very similar to Eli Whitney's cotton gin which had
not been properly patented, resulting in many
similar machines.

Our thanks go out to all of our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown's history for future
generations.

SETH BEMIS
In October o f 2005 the Friends of Mount
Auburn Cemetery and the Historical Society of
Watertown joined together to give a guided tour of
the gravesites of several notable people who once
resided in Watertown. The lives o f our Watertown
notables were recalled by members o f the Historical
Society Council and Historical Society volunteers.
The following information was presented by the late
Pam Pinsky, former Vice President of the Historical
Society of Watertown.

Pam Pinsky in front o f the grave site o f Seth Bemis
in Mount Auburn Cemetery
Seth was quick to take advantage of political
situations. In 1807, quarrels with England caused
England to cut off the importation of sailcloth to
America. Winslow Lewis, a Boston merchant,
asked Seth to produce sailcloth, and he, Lewis,
would market it. About 6 months later, the cotton
mill was successful and furnished the sails for the
USS Constitution (old Ironsides) when it was being
repaired.
On both sides o f the river were little
settlement houses for the mill workers. These were
called Tin Horns because every morning at 5AM in
the summer and 7AM in the winter a horn called the
workers to work; the horn also called them to
breakfast and to lunch.
In 1812, Seth produced a short-lived first: he
was able to extract gas from coal and used this gas

About one mile upriver from Galen Street,
Bridge Street crosses the Charles River. Looking at
the river upstream toward Waltham the river is very
narrow and looks as if there may have once been a
dam. This is the Bemis Dam. built in 1778 by David
Bern is and Enos Sumner, to power the first paper
mill on the Charles. By the time David died in 1790,
he owned snuff and gristmills in Watertown, as well
as a paper mill on the Newton side o f the river. His
estate was divided among his 3 sons: Isaac, Luke
and Seth. It was Seth, entrepreneur and inventor,
who was responsible for many innovations o f the
next 50 years.
Seth graduated from Harvard in 1795 and
worked as a lawyer for a brief time. However, the
7

to light his Watertown factory. However because
the gas went through tin pipes, it leaked and was
very dangerous.
In 1821, he bought the paper mill on the
Newton side of the river from his brother Luke.
Soon after he built one o f only two dams like this. It
was called a rolling stone-dam. The height o f the
dam was controlled by a mechanically operated
drum that rolled up and down the inclined face of
the stone dam. However, it caused the river in
Waltham to back up, impeding the operation o f the
waterwheels at the mills there. The Boston
Manufacturing Co. in Waltham paid Seth $12,000
to reduce the height of his dam by one foot.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
Name:_____________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City, State, Zip:______________________________
Email:

Seth Bemis (1 7 7 5 - 1851)
Seth continued to operate the mills on both
sides of the river until 1848 when his son Seth Jr.
took over the management of all the mills. During
the next 10-12 years, the mills were sold to William
Freeman, and in 1862 Freeman was one o f the
principles that incorporated Aetna Mills. (Aetna
Mills, built in 1919 on the corner of Bridge and
Pleasant Streets, has been beautifully restored and
was recently the home o f Boston Scientific.)
The dam, one of the oldest on the river, is
under the care and control of the Department of
Conservation and Recreation. It breached in 1940s,
and in 1974 the DCR (formerly the MDC) decided
not to rebuild it so that it provided a passage for
fish. Much of the old dam still exists on the Newton
side of the river

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.
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Ruth Arena - Treasurer
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E. Joyce Munger
Jon Spector
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THE WAR HORSES OF WATERTOWN
The following article was written by Mary
Spiers, Recording/Corresponding Secretary for the
Historical Society o f Watertown. Information
concerning what appears to have been a significant
political clash over using the stockyards for the
export o f war horses was gathered from the archives
of the 1915-1916 Boston Globe and the Watertown
Tribune-Enterprise.
Did you see the movie “War Horse”? Did it
ever occur to you that there might be a connection
between W atertown and those brave cavalry horses
o f World War I? Maud Hodges wrote in her
manuscript “The Story o f our Watertown” (1956),
“Alter the start o f WWI in 1914, thousands o f little
shaggy Canadian horses and mules filled the Union
Market Stockyards, and snow whitened their backs
in the open pens.” The horses were there at the
arrangement o f the Canadian and French
governments. They would rest briefly at the yards
between railroad car and steamship to St. Nazaire,
France.
The stockyards were located in a 28-acre
triangular tract o f land between Arsenal, Franklin
and Walnut Streets. They were built in 1873 for the
Fitchburg
Railroad
which
used
them
in
collaboration with the Boston and Lowell Railroad.
They were initially developed as feeding yards for
cows and sheep and as such had feeding mangers
,.nd watering troughs with excellent drainage. The
large near-by Union Market Hotel catered to the
stockyard trade.
By the start o f WWI, the stockyards were
owned by the Boston and Maine Railroad and by

1916, neighbors to the yards began to complain of
noise and health concerns caused by the thousands
o f horses arriving and departing from there. The
B&M Railroad's contract “to keep no more than
3.000 horses at a time” was revoked at a town
meeting.

Union Market Stockyards on Arsenal Street with the
Perkins tower in background
(Courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library)
The Watertown Board o f Health requested
the right to hire an outside lawyer to deal with the
railroad rather than use the town lawyer, Wesley
Monk. The B&M Railroad inspector told those
interested that the “the yards had been repaired,
cleaned and painted and that all animals held there
were in good condition, none sick.” The railroad
continued to unload horses much to the chagrin of

the neighbors. Maud Hodges related in her “The
Story o f Watertown”, how one Walnut Street
resident Hilly aware o f what was going on, “sat up
until 2:00 a.m., only to learn on rising that the
unloading occurred at midnight...without noise.”

the Brighton Abattoir and the Brighton Stockyards.
Watertown came under “the ban o f pestilence” i.e.,
foot and mouth disease, with only two cases. The
June 23, 1915 Watertown Tribune Enterprise stated
that the Watertown cattle industry was affected to a
very minimal extent.
By late June o f 1915, the J.C. Keith, Stevens
and Sweet Horse Company o f Brighton asked
permission to keep horses in the old stockyards at
Union Market. The horses had been purchased by
the English government in Canada and the U.S. to
be shipped by Mr. Keith to France.
The horses kept arriving, only the B&M
Railway’s original state charter to use the Union
Market Stockyards for cattle could not be located
since the yards had been out o f use for a few years.
According to the Act o f 1902, the Board o f Health
or the town Selectmen had the authority to grant a
permit to keep more than four horses at the yards,
provided all the animals passed inspection by the
town veterinarian to insure they were free o f
disease. Mr. Keith said that there was a British
veterinarian at the site attending to and inspecting
the horses daily. Dr. Jesse Humphreville, the town
vet, said that he had examined the horses and found
them in good condition. He assured the Board of
Health that there was “no menace to public health.”
About this time, a number o f residents spoke
up in favor o f the yards being used for horses and
one o f the supporters included Fire Chief John
O’Hearn who believed the regular use o f the yards
would lessen the fire hazard. The July 9, 1915
Watertown Tribune Enterprise reported that the
Board o f Health granted J.C. Keith and Co. the right
to keep English army mounts at the old Union
Market cattle yards “for a period o f 30 days and
would allow for a renewal o f the permit at the end
o f that time.” The Board o f Health gave permission
to keep not more than 150 horses at a time.
By
December o f 1915,
news o f
Watertown’s dissatisfaction with the quartering of
horses,
reached
other
communities
(i.e.,
Manchester, NH; Framingham, Reading and
Quincy) who were eager for the business. The
Watertown Tribune Enterprise took the side of the
experts who favored the horses and stated,
“Thousands o f dollars are flowing into the banks of
New York and New Brunswick, money that should
now be on deposit in the banks o f Watertown." In
this way the paper rebuffed the Board of Health and
argued for the tax-paying B&M Railway.

A 1916 the map showing this section o f the stock
yards as “France and Canada Stock Yards for War
Horses. " The two streets on the left o f the map o ff
Arsenal St. are Beechwood and Louise Streets.
What exactly were the health concerns on
the minds o f Watertown citizens? The winter o f
1915/1916 had seen a wide-spread epidemic o f foot
and mouth disease affecting all o f Massachusetts.
By June o f 1915, two places in the state were under
surveillance by the U.S. Department o f Agriculture:
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From Jane Holden - Plans o f William
Lyman’s Mt. Auburn St. store, drawn by Watertown
architect Alberto Haynes and a hand-written account
o f her house and neighborhood on Lincoln Street
written by a relative
From Janet Lowther o f Lexington - textiles
and baby shoes from the mid and late 1800s that
belonged to her Watertown ancestors (the Woods and
Chases)
From Bob Erickson - a framed, colorized
version o f Mary Hotz’s 1930 map o f Watertown and
a 3-ring binder o f Watertown post cards
From Douglas Carter o f Boxted, Colchester,
England - his most recent book “Boxted Migration:
The Great Migration to New England 1630 - 1640”
recounting the migration from Boxted to Watertown
From Bailey and Anneliese Williams o f West
Greenwich, RI - a 1918 framed photograph of
Watertown Arsenal officers
From Roger Steams o f New Boston, NH - a
self-published book “The Steams Family History”
From Bill Webster o f Belmont - a Woodland
Dairy glass milk bottle
From Arthur Napolitano - a large, framed
photo o f the 1926 West Junior High School
graduating class
From David Russo - a 1930 photo o f the
Edmund Fowle House that we had never seen before

WAR HORSES ON WAY
WATERTOWN STOCK
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H eadline fr o m the Jan 7, 191 6 Tribune-E nterprise

At the January 24, 1916 Town Meeting
citizens voted to permit the housing o f the horses by
the B&M Railway and the vote was 343 to 130,
giving the railway permission to keep not over
3,000 at the Union M arket Stockyards. Again, the
February 8, 1916 Town Referendum refused to
allow the Board o f Health to take any legal action
against the railway with 954 votes for the horses;
367 against.
From the beginning, Chair o f Selectmen, G.
Frederick Robinson and his son-in-law, Warren W.
Wright, Chair o f the Board o f Health, both
Republicans, were in the fight against the horses.
However, not all Republicans were in agreement
with these leaders. Some thought W atertown could
benefit from the venture, i.e., the $100,000 in tax
revenue from the Boston and M aine and envisioned
the town as an industrial center near the Port o f
Boston. The March 7, 1916 Boston Daily Globe
reported the defeat o f the opposition: “Horse Base
Men Carry Election.” The M arch 10, 1916
Watertown Tribune Enterprise headlined: “OneMan Government (i.e., G. Frederick Robinson)
Routed by Overwhelming Majority.” By June o f
1916, the war horses headed for France were now
out o f the limelight. President W ilson’s problems
with Poncho V illa’s border raids took their place.
As the world war wound down, the solemn toll
taken by the Spanish Influenza filled the news. The
Watertown war horses continued to use the
stockyards as a resting station as they faded into
history as the champions o f the cavalry on the
European front.

Our thanks go out to all o f our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.

CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS
GRAVESITE TOURS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
In commemoration o f the Civil War
Sesquicentennial, the Historical Society would like
to conduct tours o f Civil War gravesites o f soldiers
who are buried in Watertown cemeteries. We are
looking for volunteers to help on this committee.
One project involves Watertown’s Otis
Brothers, Horace and Ward. The Otis Building on
Main Street in Watertown Square was built by them
and they ran their dry-goods store there for years.
Both were Civil War veterans and very involved in

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society o f Watertown has
received several donations o f artifacts since our last
newsletter, including:
3

town affairs. We have quite a bit o f information
about them, including photos from an ancestor.
Ward is buried at one end o f Mount Auburn
Cemetery and Horace is buried at the other end.
We would like to walk from one grave to the other,
and visit 5 or 6 other Watertown Civil War soldier's
gravesites in between.
The other project would be to create tours of
Civil War soldier’s gravesites at W atertown’s other
cemeteries: Common Street, Sand Banks, St.
Patrick’s and Ridgelawn. Common Street Cemetery
includes W atertown’s Charles Lenox who was a
Sergeant in the famous 54th Regiment.

volunteer would be asked to summarize the obituary
down to 4 or 5 paragraphs.
Planning would include locating the graves
and mapping out the walking route. Perhaps some
volunteers would also like to read the summary
created about the soldier’s life at the gravesite
during the tour.
Sesquicentennial
commemorations
will
continue through April 2015. We are also hoping to
team up with students at the high school on this
project.
If you are interested in working on this
project, please contact Joyce at 781-899-7239 or
joycekel@ aol.com.

PAINTINGS OF HISTORIC
SITES IN WATERTOWN
In the 1970s, Watertown Savings Bank
commissioned muralist Samuel Emrys Evans to
create a series o f paintings for the walls o f the bank
at 60 Main St. in Watertown Square representing
Watertown’s history. Mr. Evans used the historic
photograph archive o f the Watertown Free Public
Library and chose nine subjects to paint.
Watertown Savings Bank recently renovated
the bank lobby, displacing the 4' x 8 ’ paintings.
Through the efforts o f Carole Katz, Vice President
o f Marketing for Watertown Savings Bank and
Joyce Kelly o f the Historical Society o f Watertown,
most o f the Evans paintings have been donated to
the Town o f Watertow n.

Horace and Ward Otis, taken in 1863 at the time o f
their enlistment (Courtesy o f the Watertown Free
Public Library)
As you may remember from the April 2011
issue o f The Town Crier, the Historical Society has
a database with names o f veteran’s buried in
Watertown from the Colonial Wars up to World
War I. We can sort by War and by cemetery. The
database also gives a death date. Volunteers would
be asked to go to the library, or use the newspaper
archive at the Fowle House to find the soldier’s
obituary. The obituary is often lengthy, so the

The Grist Mill painting is now hanging in hallway
at the top o f the grand staircase at the Coolidge
School Apartments

Earlier this year, one o f the paintings was
placed in Brigham House. Last month two more
were placed in the Coolidge Apartments, both town_ Avned buildings.
Last week, three more paintings were
delivered. “The Galen Street Bridge” went to the
new Police Station on Main Street. Two others
went to the Town Hall: The ‘T ow n Meeting Day”
painting is in the Managers outer office, and the
“S.S. W atertown” painting is in the 3rd floor
hallway.
Paintings o f the Gore Mansion and o f
Perkins School for the Blind have been donated to
those organizations.
A booklet is being produced by Carole Katz
and the Watertown Savings Bank with help from
the Historical Society o f Watertown depicting and
describing the 9 paintings and their locations in
town. A slideshow presentation about the paintings
will be presented by the Historical Society in early
2013 in the Coolidge School auditorium. The
public will be invited.

important burial sites on their own. The sign will
bring the cemetery back into more active use.

The new sign in the Arlington Street Cemetery
The Old Burial Ground was established soon
after the Town's founding in 1630 and was first
mentioned in town records in 1642. The oldest
known burial is o f Mehetable (Hawkins) Gearfield
(an ancestor o f President James A. Garfield) and
dates to 1675. In 1925, President Calvin Coolidge
came to the cemetery to visit the grave o f his
ancestors.
Some early colonial markers were field
stones or wooden boards which have not survived.
Other stones have sunk below the surface. Carved
17th and 18th century slate grave markers have
weathered well, considering several are more than
300 years old. but New England climate and
industrial pollution have eroded many o f the 19th
century marble and brownstone markers.

INTERPRETIVE SIGN
INSTALLED IN OLD
BURYING GROUND
Last year, representatives from Tufts Health
Plan approached
the
Watertown
Historical
Commission regarding underwriting an interpretive
sign for the Old Burying Ground, also known as the
Arlington Street Cemetery, which borders their
building on Mt. Auburn Street. A subcommittee
was formed to work on the design and content.
Over the past few years, Tufts has
demonstrated an important stewardship of the
cemetery by having its employees mow and
landscape the cemetery as well as painting its
wrought iron fence. With this latest gift. Tufts is
continuing this stewardship.
The sign was installed by the Town o f
Watertown and an unveiling took place on January
19.2013.
The addition o f this sign will enable
m nembers o f the public to have more information
about the history o f the cemetery and those buried
there as well as being able to locate a number o f

Subcommittee members Marilynne Roach, Lynn
Monahan o f Tufts, Joyce Kelly, Clare Murphy and
David Russo behind the new sign
5

Special thanks are due to Lynn Monahan o f
Tufts and to members of the Historical Commission
Subcommittee, who worked on the project: David
Russo, Joyce Kelly, Marilynne Roach and
genealogist Clare Murphy, who conducted a tour of
a few o f the grave sites after the unveiling.

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 11 - 13” your dues are paid through
April 2013. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

LAPEL PIN FROM WEST
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION

Recently the Historical Society purchased a
1929 West Junior High School lapel pin off eBay.
The initials “F.L.W.” are written on the back. We
wondered who “F.L.W.” was. A trip to the library to
search 1930, 1931, 1932 and 1933 high school
yearbooks did not help us. There was no one. male or
female, with those initials.

Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September.
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________
Email:
_____
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

If any of our readers know who this belonged
to, please contact Joyce at 781-899-7239 or
joycekel@aol.com.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Jon Spector
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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MERCY OTIS WARREN - ABOLITIONIST
The following story was written by Historical
Society o f Watertown board member Mary Spiers.
Mary is our Recording and Corresponding Secretary.

for the Sons o f Liberty and other duties associated
with the war effort.

I have to credit the blizzard o f February. 2013
for the inspiration to pick up a copy o f Snow-Bound
by John Greenleaf Whittier and thereby find this
nugget of historical gold on Mercy Otis Warren. I
also utilized the library at the Massachusetts
Historical Society to research Mercy's poems.
Mercy Otis Warren, born in 1728, who we
think o f today as ‘ih e Conscience o f the American
Revolution” and a “Founding Mother,” is the graceful
lady in the blue dress in the John Singleton Copley
iconic portrait o f her that hangs in the Boston
Museum o f Fine Arts. A copy hangs on the walls o f
the Edmund Fowle House, now home to the
Historical Society o f Watertown. This house was in
1775 a scene o f much bustling activity as the seat of
the provincial government during the outset o f the
War for Independence. Following the death o f Dr.
Joseph Warren at the Battle o f Bunker Mill in June,
1775, the title o f President o f the Massachusetts
Provincial Congress was succeeded to by attorney
James Warren whose Executive Council met at the
Fowle House. The Legislative Body met in the near
by meeting house on the edge o f the Common Street
Cemetery. James Warren lived at the Fowle House as
.ime would allow, that is, when he wasn't traveling
about
as
Paymaster
General
for General
Washington's Continental Army or on an assignment

Copy o f John Singleton Copley's portrait o f Mercy
Otis Warren that hangs in the Edmund Fowle House
His actual farmstead was in Plymouth, set on
land familiar to his Mayflower ancestors and now
overseen by his wife and mother o f his five sons.
Mercy Otis Warren. She would visit James in
Watertown when she could. She like her husband had
been raised on Cape Cod with her father a circuit
judge and wealthy merchant in West Barnstable.

They lived in a mansion surrounded by acres of land
with a foreman to manage an assemblage o f farm
laborers including indentured servants, American
Indians and at least one African slave. Mercy was one
of thirteen children, only seven of whom survived to
maturity. Her mother was Mary Allyne Otis, a great
granddaughter of Mayflower passenger Edward
Dotey. With the loss o f six infant siblings, Mercy
found herself as first daughter, a key player in
running the household.

was in great need o f tender mercies. The poet
writes:...’'We sped the time with stories old. Wrought
puzzles out, and riddles told. Or stammered from our
school book lore "The Chief o f Gambia's golden
shore.” How often since, when all the land Was clay
in Slavery's shaping hand. As if a trumpet stirred.
I’ve heard Dame Mercy Warren's rousing word:
“Does not the voice o f reason cry,
Claim the first right which Nature gave,
From the red scourge o f bondage fly.
Nor deign to live a burdened slave.'’
In the same way, her brother, the patriot
James Otis, espoused a soul-stirring plea in his “The
Rights o f the British Colonies Asserted and Proved”
in 1764: “...slavery is so ill and miserable an estate
of man, and so directly opposite to the generous
temper and courage o f our nation, that ‘tis hard to be
conceived that an Englishman, much less a
gentleman, should plead for it.”
Perhaps it was the old rural New England
custom o f gathering together the field hands at the
main meal in either the kitchen or the dining room
that brought young Mercy into acquaintance with the
less fortunate in her farm household. She came to
know and appreciate early on what working together
for the common good meant and she never forgot.
Whittier, in turn, honored her yearning for the slave
to breathe free. We in the present can see her better
now thanks to Whittier, as more than just a brilliant
thinker, but as a woman o f history, clearly ahead of
her time.

Copy o f John Singleton Copley's portrait o f James
Warren that hangs in the Edmund Fowle House
During her lifetime, Mercy Otis Warren wrote
and published many poems anonymously and in 1790
wrote a volume o f poems and plays entitled Poems,
Dramatic and Miscellaneous. In 1805 at the age o f
77, she published her magnum opus, her threevolume, The History o f the Rise, Progress and
Termination o f the American Revolution—the first
history o f this event written by a woman.
One o f Mercy Otis Warren's verses found its
way into the work o f Quaker abolitionist and poet.
John Greenleaf Whittier when he composed his
memorable and much-loved poem Snowbound: A
Winter Idyl. She died in 1814 when the yet-to-be
Fireside Poet was only seven years o f age. Yet there
was a common belief held by both and spanning time
and place: a respect for the dignity o f man and a love
of freedom for all. When Whittier's poem was
published by Ticknor and Fields in 1866, our country

In 2008, award-winning author Nancy Rubin
Stuart wrote a book drawn from the correspondence
of Mercy Otis Warren, much o f it published for the
first time. “The Muse o f
the Revolution: The
Secret Pen o f Mercy
Otis Warren and the
Founding o f a Nation”
is available for purchase
in stores for $28.95
and at the Edmund
Fowle Plouse for $23.95.
To purchase a copy
please contact Joyce
at 781-899-7239
or ioveekel@aol.com.
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STEPHEN MUGAR
(1901 - 1982)
In October o f 2005 the Friends o f Mount
Auburn Cemetery and the Historical Society o f
Watertown joined together to give a guided tour o f
the gravesites o f several notable people who once
resided in Watertown. The lives o f our Watertown
notables were recalled by members o f the Historical
Society Council and Historical Society volunteers.
The following information was presented by the late
Pam Pinsky, former Vice President o f the Historical
Society o f Watertown.

father's store. In 1932. he opened his second store
in Newtonville. and in 1937 expanded to Wellesley.
In 1948 they opened another store in Newtonville
which was their first supermarket. Here, they used
the earliest microwave in the store’s luncheonette.
Prior to this time, food markets were grocery
stores, the mom & pop corner store, the meat
market, produce stands. They were small, cozy, and
provided personal attention; but most times you had
to go to several stores to shop. Food was not pre
packaged, and you asked the butcher for a pound of
lamb chops or ground beef. Life was slower then;
you waited while the butcher selected the meat,
sought your approval, then prepared it.

When you go to the supermarket, you buy
meat that is pre-packaged in shrink wrap; your
onions come in mesh string bags; items are unitpriced (e.g., a 13 ounce can o f coffee is unit-priced
per pound so that you can compare the value against
other coffees packed in 12 ounce cans); when you
check out, you can have your purchases packed in
paper bags; and often times, your bags are put in
boxes and sent out on conveyor belt. All o f these
innovations that we take for granted were developed
by Stephen P. Mugar at 28 Mt. Auburn St., home of
the original Star Market.

Inside view o f Star Market on Mt. Auburn St. 1921
(Courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library)

Star Market on Mt. Auburn Street circa 1920
(Courtesy o f the Watertown Free Public Library)
Stephen P. derMugardichian was born in
Karpert. Armenia, and immigrated to this country as
a very young child. In 1916. his father Sarkis Mugar
(the family shortened their name) bought a small
market at 28 Mt. Auburn St. and called it Star
Market. The family lived on Bartlett St. at the top of
^P alfrey Hill. In 1922 Sarkis was killed in an
automobile accident, and Stephen, along with his
cousin John, took over the management o f his

Over the years, the cousins developed the
innovations mentioned above. Markets became selfserve, one-stop shopping, known as supermarkets.
With DuPont, they developed pre-packaging for
meats and fruits and vegetables, and the mesh string
bags for onions. They worked with Union Paper
Bag Co. to develop stronger & larger paper bags.
Because o f the Mugars, Massachusetts became the
first state in the nation to mandate unit pricing.
For their employees, they had employee
benefits like profit sharing and time off for school;
in 1963 they were the first to build a store over the
Mass. Pike.
Stephen was a great philanthropist. He loved
books and gave generously to Boston University’s
and Northeastern’s libraries. A building at the
Fletcher School o f Law and Diplomacy at Tufts is
called Mugar Hall. The Armenian Library and

Museum o f America is called the Mugar Building.
His son David is the primary force behind the
annual Fourth o f July concert and fireworks on the
Esplanade.
The building at 28 Mt. Auburn St. still
stands, physically unchanged.

THIRD GRADE BUS TOUR

Mr. Mugar’s gravesite at Mount Auburn Cemetery

RECENT DONATIONS
The Historical Society o f Watertown has
received several donations o f artifacts this year,
including:
From Richard L. Brown o f Midlothian. VA a self published book on the Browne House, Browne
genealogy and associated written research
From the Stow Historical Society o f Stow,
MA - a glass Speedwell Farms milk bottle
From Leona Mason - a sepia toned photo of
St. Patrick's Church sanctuary
From Phyllis DiAndrea o f Waltham - a book
“Women, Art, and Society” with commentary on
Watertown artists Harriet Hosmer and Anne Whitney
From Karl Schwerin o f Albuquerque, NM Various copies of papers, newspaper articles,
obituaries, family trees, photos & correspondence of
several members o f the "Scientific Whitney" family
descended from John and Elinor Whitney
From Katherine Downes - a photograph
album o f 8 x 10 color photos of the First Parish
Church, before and during demolition in 1975

Third graders on the stairs at Town Hall
In June, Bob Childs (in colonial attire at top
o f stairs) led several bus tours for the 3rd graders at
the Cunniff, Hosmer and Lowell schools.
This annual bus tour brings to life the
coloring book, Early Watertown. 1630-1776,
provided by the Historical Society to the Watertown
and distributed to all the third grade classes. The
coloring book is used in their curriculum.

RENT THE FOWLE HOUSE
FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT
Built in 1772, the Edmund Fowle House is
the second oldest surviving house in Watertown. At
the beginning o f the American Revolution it served as
headquarters for the executive branch o f the
Massachusetts government from June 1775 to
September 1776. Not only did Sam Adams, John
Adams, James Otis, Joseph Warren and other patriots

Our thanks go out to all o f our donors who are
helping us preserve Watertown’s history for future
generations.
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meet in this place, but the nation's first international
treaty was signed here by representatives o f the brand
new United States and the Mi'kMaq and St. John

up with the idea o f designing a patch that the scouts
and students could put on their jacket, shirt, vest or
backpack. She has recently redesigned the patch.
The very handsome patch has our logo on it
- a line drawing o f the 1772 Edmund Fowle House
- in yellow, and the new design shows the shutters
and shrubbery in green, and the chimney and
lettering in red..
Every child that visits the Fowle House or is
part o f the 3rd grade bus tour will receive one o f our
new patches. Adults are welcome to have one, too!

The South Parlor o f the Edmund Fowle House decked
out for a party
Returned to its former glory by a thorough,
prize-winning restoration, the Edmund Fowle House
is both a museum and headquarters for the Historical
Society o f Watertown. Available for small group
'entals, this historic setting is suitable for social
celebrations or corporate events.
The first floor is available at $125. an hour,
two hours minimum, and accommodates 35 to 40
people. An event manager will be on site for the
duration o f your rental period to greet your guests and
assist with vendor coordination o f setup and
breakdown. Historical reenactment characters are also
available to act as greeters and tour guides, if desired.
Please call the Historical Society o f Watertown at
617-923-6067 for details and a complete list o f
guidelines.

The new Historical Society patch given to students

REQUEST FOR 1930 HIGH
SCHOOL YEARBOOK
In November 2011, Elizabeth and Steven
Skolnick donated 39 Watertown High School
graduation photos from 1930 to the Historical
Society. The photos originally belonged to
Elizabeth's father, Alfred Lawson. Some o f them had
a first name signed on the bottom, but many o f them
had no identification at all.
Using the 1930 High School Year Book at
the Watertown Free Public Library, Collections
Committee Chair, Joyce Kelly, was able to identify
every one o f the students in the photos. We would
love to have a copy o f this yearbook in our collection.
If any o f our readers have one to donate, please
contact Joyce at 781-899-7239 or iovcekelffaol.com.

“EDMUND FOWLE HOUSE”
PATCHES
Through the efforts o f Peggy Anderson, our
Education Committee Chair, several student
outreach program are scheduled every spring. We
wanted to give the students something to take home
to remind them o f their visit with the Historical
Society at the Edmund Fowle House. Peggy came
5

CALL FOR ADDITIONAL
BOARD MEMBERS
The Historical Society o f Watertown is
seeking additional Council members to serve on its
board. The Council is made up o f all volunteers with
diverse backgrounds and skills who execute the day
to day business o f the Historical Society. The Council
also plans and coordinates programs, activities and
initiatives in addition to providing direction and
planning for the future. We now have nine Council
members and are looking to increase that to eleven.
If you are interested or know someone who is,
please contact Joyce Kelly at joycekel@aol.com or at
781-899-7239.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for a volunteer to be our
Programs Coordinator. We conduct four regularly
scheduled programs per year - in March, May
September and November. This task would include
arranging for speakers and reserving a venue usually at the Library.
We are also looking for a volunteer to be our
Refreshments Coordinator for our public programs.
This would involve bringing beverages and cookies
as well as napkins and cups to our four programs
If you are interested, please contact Joyce at
781-899-7239 orjoycekel@aol.com

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
AND YOUR DUES
The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. I f your label
reads “Apr 13 - 14” your dues are paid through
April 2014. I f you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year. The bulk o f the
Historical Society’s operating budget comes from
membership dues.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication o f
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
our July 18th event that celebrates the reading o f the
Declaration o f Independence and commemoration o f
the signing o f the 1776 Treaty o f Watertown which
both took place at the Edmund Fowle House.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:______________ ______________________
City, State, Z ip:______________________________
Email:
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Jon Spector
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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THE PAINTINGS OF SAMUEL EMRYS EVANS
In the 1970s, Watertown Savings Bank
commissioned muralist Samuel Emrys Evans to
create a series o f paintings depicting Watertown’s
history for the walls o f the bank at 60 Main St. in
Watertown Square.
Evans (1917 - 1997) was an artist for more
than 40 years and a noted muralist. His murals are
featured in several military installations in the
Washington DC area. His paintings are found
throughout the country in private and commercial
collections.

Samuel Emrys Evans used the historic
photograph archive o f the Watertown Free Public
Library and chose nine subjects. These oversized,
colorful paintings focus on historic sites, important
structures and unique inventions or events from
18th, 19th, and 20th century Watertown, some that
are still with us today.

This Evans painting features the old Town Hall,
built in 1846, which was located on Main Street at
the corner o f Church Street.

Artist Samuel Emrys Evans (1917 - 1997)

Watertown Savings Bank recently renovated
the bank lobby, displacing the 4 ’ x 8’ paintings.
Carole Katz, Vice President o f Marketing at
Watertown Savings, has admired and enjoyed these
paintings during her 20 plus years o f service at the
bank and knew that the Watertown community felt
the same way about them. She did not want them to
be stored away out o f sight, or worse - lost to future
generations o f Watertown residents and historians.
Over the last year, Carole worked with
members o f the Historical Society o f Watertown
and Town Hall employees to get these paintings

r
projects that have contributed to the preservation or
recognition o f Watertown's Historic resources
This year’s Historical Resources Award
went to Carole Katz for her efforts in the projec
mentioned in the previous article, and to Mount
Auburn Cemetery volunteer Bill McEvoy for
spearheading a one-man effort o f researching the
graves at the Sand Banks Cemetery (also known as
Cottage Street Cemetery and Mt. Auburn Catholic
Cemetery), photographing the gravestones and
uploading them to www.FindAGrave.com.
Watertown Historic District Commission
Chair Harvey Steiner was awarded the Richard E.
Mastrangelo Memorial Award for his efforts toward
nominating the Abijah White farmhouse & property
as its own historic district. (See the article in April
2013 newsletter).
The Community Service Award was given
to Historical Society Councilor Joyce Kelly for her
involvement in and organization o f several local
preservation projects, including the previously
mentioned booklet o f the Samuel Emrys Evans
paintings, the interpretive sign recently installed in
the Arlington Street Cemetery (paid for by Tufts
Health Plan) and the content o f the recently stolen
historical plaques around town. Joyce is also thi
Collections Manager o f the Historical Society of
Watertown and heading the project to catalog the
Society’s vast holdings.

relocated in local, relevant locations or town-owned
buildings.
Most o f the Evans paintings have been
donated to the Town o f Watertown. Two are now
located in Town Hall, two are at the Coolidge
School Apartments, one is in the new Police Station
and one hangs in Brigham House. One remains at
the Watertown Savings Bank. Two others have been
donated to the Perkins School and the Gore Estate
in Waltham - all buildings open to the public.
In addition to saving these paintings o f
Watertown’s history for future generations to enjoy,
Carole came up with the idea o f creating a booklet
about the paintings showing the painting on one
page and a description o f the subject on the facing
page. Joyce Kelly, Marilynne Roach and David
Russo worked .with Carole on the write-ups and
Watertown Savings Bank funded the publication of
500 o f these booklets, in color, that are now
available to the public for purchase through the
Historical Society o f Watertown for $10. To buy
one, please contact Joyce at iovcekel@aol.com.

SOLDIERS’ MONUMENT
PROJECT MEETS A
MILESTONE
Carole Katz, Joyce Kelly (holding the booklet),
President Marilynne Roach and David Russo in front
o f one o f the paintings at the Coolidge School

The following article was written by Jon
Spector, Historical Society Councilor and Project
Coordinator o f the Soldiers’ Monument Restoration.
As we have been reporting in the Town
Crier and also in the TAB, the Soldiers’ Monument
project is fully underway with exciting plans for the
summer. In the spring, Joe Butler & Sons did a
wonderful job on pruning the thirteen trees
surrounding the Saltonstall plaza and statue. Now,
the memorial to our Watertown military can clearly
be seen from Main Street. “This is the first step. ^
said Jon Spector, HSW Councilor, “and clears the
way for the restoration o f the statue.”

HISTORICAL COMMISSION
AWARDS
The Watertown Historical Commission held
its annual awards ceremony on May 23rd. The event
honors the work o f individuals, organizations or
?

The next phase will begin in July with the
building o f scaffolding to surround the statue. The
delicate work o f recreating features o f the damaged
granite Civil War soldier includes a new hat, arm
and rifle. The work is planned to be completed by
August. During that time, cleaning and repainting
o f the cannon will also take place.
Fundraising has been very successTil. “The
town really has come together to support this
important work” said Spector. Over $22,000 has
been raised. And the Massachusetts Civil War
Sesquicentennial Commission has awarded the
project an additional $5000, which will be matched
by a generous contribution from the Town o f
Watertown.
Early plans are now underway for the grand
event - the rededication. At present, the goal is to
complete the project by October and have the
ceremony on Armistice Day (also known as
Veteran's Day), November 11, 2013. Honor guards
from the Fire Department and Veterans’ groups will
participate.
Donations may be sent to:
Soldiers' Monument Project
P.O. Box 182
Watertown, MA 02472-0182
We would be pleased to list you in our
dedication brochure, which will be distributed at the
rededication. For questions or comments, please
contact:
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Did you know ....
The oldest cemetery in Watertown is the Arlington Street Cemetery
or the “Old Burying Ground”.

Answer to Last week’s Question of the Week....

There are two National Landmark properties in Watertown. They
are Mount Auburn Cemetery and Gore Place. Although both have
non-Watertown addresses, both have substantial presences in
Watertown (93% of Mount Auburn and 63% of Gore Place are in
Watertown).

Question of the Week....

When was the Old Burying Ground founded?

Answer in next week's WATERTOWN TAB
Want to team more? Contact the Society at 617-923-6067
www.historicalsocietvofwateriowrima.ora

A TREE PLANTED IN MAY
In May, Joe and Kathy Butler o f Butler &
Sons Tree Service donated another tree, a paper
bark maple this time, to the Historical Society of
Watertown. Over the last couple o f years, several of
the trees in the back yard o f the Edmund Fowle
House have had to be removed, leaving us in
desperate need o f some shade around the yard.

Jon Spector
Councilor & Project Coordinator
404-915-0895

WATERTOWN WONDERS
This spring, the Watertown TAB has
worked with the Society in bringing an exciting new
newspaper series to the town. Called “Watertown
Wonders”, a fun quiz is placed in the paper each
week. The TAB article contains an interesting fact,
the answer to last week’s question, and a new
historical question. “The concept o f the series,”
said Joyce Kelly, a long-time member o f the
Historical Society, “is to educate the townspeople to
the rich and long history o f Watertown.” The series
appears every week in the TAB. Be sure to follow
new editions over the summer!

Joe Butler (center) with Dave and Harley in front o f
the paper hark maple in the Fowle House yard
3

If you are in need o f yard work, please
consider patronizing these businesses and mention
that you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
Butler & Sons number is 617-924-8322
Sauro Landscaping’s contact information is
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

Joe came by with his crew early one May
morning and planted the tree. The bark is a lovely
reddish brown color. We look forward to seeing the
leaves turn a bright red and orange in the fall.
The Stewartia tree they donated and planted
for us last year produced beautiful white flowers
this spring.
When the Butler crew finished planting the
tree, the crew from David Sauro Landscaping
showed up to mow the grass. Sauro Landscaping
has been tending to our lawn for several years, free
o f charge.

HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY
CONTEST
The Historical Society o f Watertown
sponsors the Historical Society Award for the best
history essay submitted by a high school student.
This year students had their choice o f four themes:
an individual, ethnic group, landmark or historical
event in Watertown and its significance to the town
and region.
The 1st place winner received $300; the 2nd
and 3rd place winners received $100 each. The
winners were chosen by a panel o f Historical Society
Council members. The awards were presented in June
in the high school lecture hall.
Third place went to 9th grader Arshdeep Singl
for his essay on “Benjamin Robbins Curtis: A Local
Foe”. Second place went to 10th grader Charlotte Vitti
for her essay on “Watertown During the American
Revolution”. First place went to 9th grader Cristopher
Patvakanian for his essay on “Maria White Lowell:
Poet, Abolitionist, Role Model” which is printed here.

The 3-man crew from David Sauro Landscaping
tend to the Fowle House yard

We thank both o f these generous Watertown
based companies for volunteering to help us keep the
yard o f the Edmund Fowle House beautiful.

Arshdeep Singh,
Charlotte Vitti
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Cristopher

Patvakanian

and

\

I believe that Maria White Lowell was one o f
the most influential/important people in Watertown's
history and left an enormous impact on the entire
Middlesex County because she was a devoted
advocate for the freedom o f slaves, an accomplished
poet, and a woman who persevered for her own
education during a time period when many
opportunities were not provided to women. Amy
Lowell once described the poetry o f her ancestor as
being “...better than anything her husband w rote..."
While her remarks may have been opinionated, Amy
shed light on the relatively unknown poetic genius o f
Mrs. Lowell that even today does not receive proper
recognition.
James and Maria Lowell were excellent poets
and a fitting couple, as evidenced by their amorous
letters and works, but James was more famous for his
literature while Maria as his inspiring wife. I believe
that is a great injustice and in hopes o f
acknowledging her tremendous effect on women
everywhere. I choose to research her life.
Bom on July 8, 1821 in Watertown, Anna
Maria White was one o f seven children in the White
household. Education for the children began at an
early age with the house's governess until they were
old enough to attend the Ursuline Convent. There,
they would begin living under an orderly school
regime, beginning their day with prayers and ending
it with “[an] hour o f profound silence..."
Unfortunately, Maria could not finish her entire
education because the school was burned down by
Protestant rioters fueled by the accounts of
mistreatment o f non-Catholics at the school. Despite
the fact that her formal education at the Ursuline
Convent could not continue, that did not stop Maria
from pursuing another opportunity to study. She
joined an intellectual women's group under the
leadership o f Margaret Fuller, the person who was
most likely the impetus that shaped Maria's beliefs in
Abolition. She was also a member o f the Boston
Female Anti-Slavery Society, further increasing her
involvement in both women's rights and the
temperance movement.
While Maria was involved with these
organizations, her brother William White and his
other colleagues from Plarvard formed a “Band" that
would meet to discuss common interests and
philosophical principles. Coincidently, they had
" younger sisters around the same age, who would
eventually combine with the men, calling it “The
Band o f Brothers and Sisters". It was at one o f these

meetings when James Russell Lowell was first
introduced to Maria White and taken by her ability
“to repeat more poetry than anyone he was
acquainted with.” Over the course o f that summer,
Maria White and James Lowell would stay in touch,
writing letters to each other and meeting to both study
and relax. They proceeded with this period of
courtship until their engagement in 1840. In the
following years, Maria began to vigorously spread
her beliefs o f abolitionism not only to her fiance, but
reaching out to the citizens o f Watertown as well.

Maria White Lowell (1821 -8 5 3 )
On July 1, 1842 “...[she] presented a banner
to the Watertown Washington Total Abstinence
Society in the name o f women in Watertown...There
were more than a thousand persons present...[and it
had] a verse from the Bible ‘My son, if sinners entice
thee consent thou n o t'..."
Maria White spread an important message
about Abolition to the public through something
everyone could relate to: The Bible. The phrase
represented the message that Maria White and
Abolitionists were trying to send to the people: refuse
conformation with the sinners who believed in
slavery. Two years later, Maria suffered from an
illness that caused her to “always [be] frail" due to
the weather o f New England; the Lowells temporarily
relocated to Philadelphia. In Philadelphia, James
Russell Lowell began to work as an editor for the
abolitionist newspaper the Pennsylvania Freeman.
5

The Historical Society appreciates the effort
taken by Social Studies Coordinator Kraig Gustafson
and the high school staff to encourage students to
develop an interest in the history o f their town. Wi
look forward to reading the essays every year.

Maria White was also contributing to the abolition
movement through her own poetry, writing The Slave
M other , a poem describing the pain o f a mother
losing her child to a slave buyer and how she hopes
her daughter never has children so she never has to
feel the ache o f loss.
Later in that year, the couple married and
moved back to Cambridge, where Maria gave birth to
her first child, Blanche, who died at the age o f
fourteen months. This deeply saddened the couple but
was not the end o f their sorrows as two more o f their
children, Rose and Walter, would also die during
their early childhood, leaving only Mabel as their
only surviving daughter.
The family, Maria, Mabel, Walter and James
Lowell, as well as a nurse and “a milch goat”
travelled to Italy from August to October, which had
been “their long cherished dream”. During their trip,
Walter passed away in Rome and was buried there at
the age o f two. Maria never completely recovered
from the shock o f losing her son and when the family
returned to Cambridge, the climate further burdened
her. Even on her deathbed, Maria continued to write
poetry. “Two o f her poems ‘The Sick Room’ and the
exquisite ‘Opium Fantasy’ were doubtless inspired by
frail health.” She passed away on October 27, 1853 at
the age o f 32 and was buried in Mount Auburn
Cemetery. Two years after her death, Lowell printed
fifty copies o f Maria’s poems for her family and
friends, and intended to publish her works later on but
never finished the task.
In conclusion, I believe that Maria White
Lowell’s legacy and life made her the perfect role
model for women everywhere in America, excelling
beyond the challenges life presented to her. At the
young age o f 19, after her school burned down, she
was determined to continue her education, despite the
fact that she could have chosen to marry and settle
down. Maria did the opposite and began to involve
herself with abolitionism in an effort to help make
society better. She pushed herself even further by
presenting her family’s ancient banner and trying to
gain public support for a philosophical cause she was
devoted to. Maria did not just write poetry, she sent
messages to her readers about all aspects o f life from
slavery to love. Until her death, this drive to live her
life to the fullest did not end. Maria White Lowell
pushed the boundaries o f the average woman by
trying to make society better than the way she had
found it.

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year, including
our July 18th event that celebrates the reading o f the
Declaration o f Independence and commemoration o f
the signing o f the 1776 Treaty o f Watertown which
both took place at the Edmund Fowle House.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip :______________________________
E
m
a i l : _________________________
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Jon Spector
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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HISTORIC PLAQUES REPLACED
The role o f any historic plaque is to
highlight the Town's role in important local, state
and national events and make this story accessible
to residents and passers-by alike. These plaques are
along major thoroughfares, paths, parks and open
spaces, which draw large numbers o f people on a
regular basis. In our fast-paced world, these markers
help provide context to our lives today and illustrate
a continuity o f the life o f the town. They help
engender pride in our town and our shared cultural
heritage and such pride contributes to an
environment in which people are willing to invest
themselves, their families and their future into the
community.

Recently, the Historical Society received
funding from the Harvard/O'Neill Community
Enrichment Fund to replace the Benjamin Robbins
Curtis plaque that is mounted on a boulder in
Watertown Square by the Town Landing. The
plaque was replaced with etched black granite
instead of the original bronze.

TOWN OF WATERTOWN
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
THOMAS MCDERMOTT
PATRICK FORD
HOARD MASTRANGflO

CONSERVATION COMMISSION
DIANA PROCTOR
MAUREEN OAKS
ROBIRT CHASE
STEVEN QUINTIIIANI
THOMAS PERRY

CHAIRPERSON
MARIANN PANNfSI
BLANCHE KASPER
ROBIRT COUINI
PHILIP TABAS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT
JOHN WACKER A ASSOCIATES. INC.

New granite plaque at the Arsenal Park entrance

New granite plaques marking the east corners o f the
old meetinghouse in Common Street Cemetery
In April 2010, several bronze plaques
marking historical sites and people in Watertown
(and surrounding towns) were stolen.

Last year the Town appropriated funds to
replace the other stolen bronze plaques with etched
granite. These include the four plaques set in granite
posts in the Common Street Cemetery marking the
four corners of the old meeting house, parts of two
of the plaques at the entrance to Arsenal Park, the
two plaques that were on the Commander's
Mansion, and the Veteran’s plaque dedicated to
workers at the Arsenal that was mounted in a stone
in front of the Commander’s Mansion.

WATERTOWN ARSENAL
EMPLOYEES
1922

The Historical Society has been working
with the Town and the Historical Commission
regarding replacement of these stolen markers.
Luckily, we had photos of the bronze markers and
were able to provide them to the vendor for
duplication in granite.
The granite plaques have been mounted and
will soon be sealed around the edges with a silicone
substance in order to prevent water from penetrating
beneath the plaque and compromising the adhesive.
We ran across one problem, though. The
photo we have of the Veteran’s plaque is cut off on
the top. We do not know what the symbol on the top
looks like.
We are reaching out to our membership,
hoping someone has a photo that shows the whole
plaque.

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THIS
PLAQUE?
As mentioned in the previous story, we are
reaching out, hoping someone has a photo that
shows the entire plaque that is mounted on this
stone in front of the Commanders Mansion. It reads:

The stolen plaque was mounted on this stone in
front o f the Commanders Mansion
If you have a photo that will help us, please send it
to Joyce atjoycekel@aol.com.

2013 VICTOR N. LOUKAS
ESSAY CONTEST
In 2011, the Historical Society of Watertown
was pleased to begin co-sponsoring an essay contest
in honor of Victor N. Loukas, a retired U. S. History
teacher who completed his student teaching at the
West Junior High School in Watertown in 1958 and
whose children all graduated from Watertown High
School. The idea and the funds for this essay contest
were provided by his daughter, Elisabeth Loukas, in
honor of her father.
The students had a choice of topics, which
included recounting their own immigration story or
someone else’s. The winners were chosen by
members o f the Loukas family.

IN
MEMORIAM
DEDICATED
TO THOSE EMPLOYEES
OF THE
WATERTOWN ARSENAL
WHO GAVE THE
SUPREME SACRAFICE IN
THE CONFLICTS OF
OUR COUNTRY
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Elise Loukas and her father Victor Loukas
The First Place winner at the high school.
Andre Gellerman. received $250 for his essay.
Second Place went to Trace Dodge, who received
$150 for his essay Immigration to Watertown: Races.
Third Place went to Brittany Foley, who received
$100 for her essay From England to Germany To
Home.

Brittany Foley. Andre Gellerman and Trace Dodge
The winning high school essay is printed here for our
readers.
We are a nation of immigrants. This country
was founded by those who came here from different

shores, and much o f our collective history has
centered upon overcoming our cultural and societal
differences through mediation. Eventually, as the
members of this nation settled their differences, they
came to live together in mult-cultural, varied, and
ethnically diverse communities. Among these
communities was a small sleepy place called
Watertown. Historically a culturally diverse place,
Watertown has experienced several waves of
immigrants throughout the years that have made the
town representative of the U.S. population as a
whole. Among these immigrants were my parents,
and both their lives and mine have been shaped by the
town that we call home.
1 have an interesting family history. My
father, who was born in Brooklyn to American
parents with Polish and German grandparents,
married my mother, a young woman from Leningrad
(now St. Petersburg) during the height of the Cold
War. It was an interesting marriage, made no less
complicated by the fact that, when my mother
decided to emigrate to the U.S., her parents decided
to move with her when it was found that she was
pregnant with me. During that time, my parents were
living in a small house in Belmont. My father was a
senior correspondent for a news agency and my
mother was finishing up her two Masters degrees,
which complicated issues when they were searching
for houses. However, when they did create a list of
criteria for where a new home should be located, they
sought to live in a multicultural, ethnically diverse,
and tolerant city. Not too long after I was born, they
turned to Watertown.
We now live in an interesting place.
Watertown, despite being a largely working-class
community, has an excellent school and public works
system in place, unlike many other towns o f the same
socio-economic composition. The town is close to
Boston, and many excellent leisure and recreation
facilities are available nearby. Certainly, all of these
facts played an important role in my parent’ decision
to move to Watertown, but when I spoke to them, it
appeared as though the town’s cultural diversity
appealed to my parents above all other things. My
grandparents were especially thrilled to be living in a
place with a large number o f fellow Soviet Union
emigres. They didn’t want to lose cultural contact
with their native land, and they seized upon the
opportunity to live alongside fellow immigrants. It
was an important choice, both for them and for
myself, as we would both be shaped and molded in

have acknowledged and conquered our own
ignorance about immigrants. Much o f the country is
oblivious to the fact that immigrants contribute a
surplus to Medicare, and many others claim the
illegal immigrants “steal U.S. jobs,” w hen, in reality,
they take low paying jobs that are necessary in our
society that no “native” American wants to take. It is
urgent and imperative that we overcome this
ignorance. To do so, we need to have more places
like Watertown, where people from all socio
economic and cultural backgrounds mingle, support,
and learn from one another. It is a beautiful thing
when all people can safely and happily come together
and work together for the common good. We must
not let our differences divide us, for, in the words of
Lincoln, “a house divided against itself cannot stand.”
Thus then, let us as a community, a nation, and a
people proudly proclaim: “Divided we stand.”

the coming years by the place that we would now call
home.
I was raised in a traditional Russian/Soviet
household, but with an American presence. We own
an extensively enlarged two-family home, and we
split it along family lines. My mother, father, sister,
and I live on the top floors, while my grandparents
lived on the bottom. This essentially created two
households: the bottom floor was the “little U.S.S.R”,
while the upper floors were something that resembled
a more traditional American household. However, my
father worked long hours at the station, and my
mother was busy with her Master’s degrees, which
meant that my upbringing was largely in my
grandparents’ hands. I spent a good portion o f my
childhood under their care and guidance, and it is
because o f that upbringing that I see myself as being
more Russian than American. Interestingly, however,
this conflict o f identity has not been a hindrance to
me in life. I feel as though this is in large part due to
where I live. In any other less culturally-diverse or
tolerant community, I might have been questioned or
ostracized for my personal beliefs. What I have found
to be the case in Watertown, however, has been that I
have been fully accepted by the community at large,
because of, not despite, my personal identity.
The ethnic and cultural diversity that is found
in Watertown is not the norm in the rest o f the U.S.
There are few other places, even o f a larger size, that
can boast to have so many different ethnic and
cultural groups living in the same region. That’s a sad
fact. I believe that isolation breeds ignorance, and that
ignorance breeds hate. For a nation o f immigrants, we
are largely ethnically divided along town borders, and
this isolation results in many people calling for
further and greater restrictions on immigration. Many
people and communities have failed to realize that, by
locking other people out, you are effectively locking
yourself in. Thankfully, Watertown is an anomaly.
Our diversity has come to define our community, and
that is a wonderful thing. By welcoming strangers
and learning from what they have to say, we have
become a progressive community in an era where
progress is often stunted due to cultural ignorance.
My family is happy to have contributed to this
progress, and we are proud to call Watertown home.
On a final note, I would like to reflect upon a
quote. As Benjamin Franklin once said, “The
doorstep to the temple o f wisdom is a knowledge o f
our own ignorance.” As a nation, we cannot hope to
achieve real cultural and societal progress until we

The 1st place winner at the middle school,
Eva Alessandroni, received $150 for her essay Taken
to a N ew World. Second Place went to Isaac Gibbons
who received $75 for his essay The Land o f
Opportunity: A story o f H ard E arned Success and
H ard Learned Lessons. Third Place went to Zachary
Rimsa who received $25 for his essay Generations o f
Ethnicity.

NEW MEMBERS
The past couple o f years have brought several new
members to the Historical Society.
Peter Baker
Mary O’Neill Baker
Rena Baskin
Ronald Beaver
Brian Bianco & Sarah Tahang
Anne Burke Cagianello
Louise Bonar
Earl & Esther Doggett
Kathleen Downer
Dennis Duff
Jerome Farnsworth
Allan Freiberg
N. David Flagg
Sharon Glennon
Elliot Friedman
Ninos Hanna
Kelly Horan
Paula Kaplan
Robert Kaloosdian
Barbara Kroft
Bill & Lee Longman
Elisabeth Loukas
Janet Liu
Paul O’Reilly
Thalia Meehan
Sax-Pastore Family
Karen Parshley
Rotary o f Watertown
Judith Poole
Jonathan Schwartz
Mark Sideris
Sharon Stout
Susan Steele
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Anne Strawn
Matthew Walter
Eva Watson
Guy Woods
Elizabeth Yusem
Welcome to
you for your support

Carl Taplin
Watertown Ford
Kenneth Woodland
Watertown Donuts. Inc
Beth Zwick
1our new members and thank
fthe Historical Society.

STUDENTS VISIT THE EFH
The Historical Society gave a special tour of
the Edmund Fowle Flouse to 18 students preparing to
attend the high school in September. The students are
required to visit their choice of several historic sites
over the summer, our Fowle House being one of
them.

Scaffolding surrounds the Soldiers Monument in
Saltonstall Park
‘‘The Town and State have certainly stepped
up to the plate these past months,” said Jon Spector,
HSW Councilor, “and the support of the community
is what made this project happen.” The w'ork is
expected to be done by mid-October, with the laying
of new' pathway stone and the installation of 6 new
benches.

SOLDIERS MONUMENT
REDEDICATION DATE SET

Summer 2012

Those residents and visitors to Town Hall and
Saltonstall Park have observed a lot of activity over
the past two months. First, scaffolding surrounded the
Soldiers' Monument as the restoration work began on
the statue. Careftil work by Daedalus, a conservatory
company, and sculptor David LaRocca began the
hard task of repairing the numerous cracks, chips and
large missing pieces to the Civil War-era monument.
In front o f the monument, work was done to
the two 1849 naval cannons, stripping off years of old
paint, sanding, priming and restoring them with gloss
black paint. The walls in front of the plaza were
pressure-washed. The plot areas within the plaza are
being completely landscaped, with irrigation and
plants.

Summer 2013

Spector also announced that the date of the
Soldiers’ Monument Rededication has been set for
November 11, 2013 at 10:00 AM. The event will take
place on Saltonstall Plaza, with the reading of
proclamations, honor salutes and a remembrance of
those Watertown residents who served in the military.
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“The Historical Society invites all Society members
to this important memorial” said Spector, “and all
Watertown residents are also welcome”. Honor
guards from the Fire Department and Veterans’
groups will participate.

YOUR ADDRESS LABEL
The address labels on the mailings you
receive from the Historical Society reflect the fiscal
year for which you have paid your dues. Our fiscal
year runs May 1 through April 30. If your label
reads “Apr 13 - 14” your dues are paid through
April 2014. If you have an earlier date then,
according to our records, you have not paid your
dues for the current fiscal year.

N EW M E M B E R A P P L IC A TIO N
Members receive the quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
Watertown sculptor David LaRocca carefully makes
some final touches to the newly replaced hand

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
AWARD
We are pleased to announce that the
Historical Society received a grant this spring from
the Watertown Community Foundation. The grant
will help fund the publication of student coloring
books and teacher’s kits, “Early History of
Watertown 1630-1776” which will be provided to
every third grade class in the Watertown Public
Schools. The Historical Society originally created the
coloring book during Watertown’s 375th anniversary.

Name:_____________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City, State, Zip:______________________________
Email:
____________________
Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn of the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need of a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscapiim.com

Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Jon Spector
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS’ MONUMENT
RESTORED
We are pleased to report that the historic Civil
War Soldiers’ Monument in Saltonstall Park has at
last been restored. Historical Society o f Watertown
Council Member Jon Spector was the Chair o f this
project.
This statue stood in disrepair for decades and
vould have remained so if Jon had not taken the
in itia tiv e to get it restored. His diligence in getting the
word out, raising the funds, writing the newsletter to
keep people updated on the progress and pursuing the
grant in conjunction with the town was a lot o f work.
His dedication to the restoration o f this monument is
evident. What a transformation! This is an effort that
will be seen by the Watertown community for years
to come.
The restoration work was coordinated by
Daedalus, Inc, o f Watertown, conservators of
monuments, architectural ornament, grave markers,
sculpture and fine art. The first step in the restoration,
stated Joshua Crane o f Daedalus, “is to gently powerwash the surfaces o f the monument.” The result of
this cleaning that begun on August 1, 2013 was that
the intricate veining o f the granite was visible for the
first time in decades.
Then the actual restoration o f all the joints
and surfaces began. After that, the artisan work began
for the replacement o f the soldier’s cap, rifle, nose,
hand and other chips on the monument’s surfaces.
The artisan work was done by Watertown sculptor
^ D a v id LaRocca. Mr. LaRocca has walked by the
damaged statue for many years and wished to see it
restored to its original state, and to help restore it. He
was delighted when asked to be involved.

Jon submitted the following article on the
rededication ceremony:

The newly restored Civil War Soldiers ’ Monument
On November 11, 2013, the Soldiers’
Monument in Saltonstall Plaza was rededicated.
Over 200 people, along with State and Town
officials, joined in on the celebration. With excellent
weather, the event was both a celebration o f the

the Town Council appropriating $3,600 ($75,000 in
2010 dollars) in March 1889. With impressive speed,
the monument was completed over the course o f five
months.

restoration of the statue and a solemn observance o f
Veterans’ Day. Honor Guards from local Veteran’s
organizations, Revolutionary re-enactors, the Police
department and the Fire department were in
attendance.
The Historical Society o f Watertown had
worked closely with the Town planning the muchneeded statue restoration and plaza area renovation.
Over the past 18 months, the Society had conducted a
fundraising campaign for the necessary work.
Generous contributions were raised from local
residents, several banks and businesses, and a State
grant from the Civil War Sesquicentennial
Commission, which supports projects on this 150th
anniversary o f the Civil War.
As
part o f the rededication, several
proclamations were presented. Marilyn Pettito
Devaney presented a proclamation from the
Governors’ Council and Town Council President
Mark Sideris announced the Town’s recognition o f
the importance o f this event. The Gettysburg Address
by Abraham Lincoln was read by Yasmina Spector,
followed by remarks from Ms. Devaney, Mr. Sideris,
and Steve Magoon o f Community Development and
Planning. Captain Wilfred Clifford, USMC (Retired),
a local resident, gave a moving tribute to the Soldiers’
Monument.
Watertown High School recently held an
essay contest as part o f an outreach project by the
Historical Society. After dozens o f entries, the
winning essay was selected. Ashley Smith, a senior at
the High School, read her composition about the
importance o f history and how we can remember the
past through such monuments. (See next article)

The Soldiers ’ Monument before restoration
The dedication took place on October 31,
1889 and was a “gala day” with local residents
gathering “in great numbers” to celebrate. “Business
was suspended, the schools closed, the Town Hall
and other public buildings were gaily decorated with
pictures, flags and bunting”. Over 350 people
attended the ceremonies, with many members o f local
Posts, government officials and workers, local leaders
and fraternal organizations taking part.
In the Watertown Enterprise o f November 1,
1889, it was reported: “The entire structure is a
handsome tribute to the memory o f those who fought
in the war. It is an object o f general compliment and
commendation, and is a most satisfactory piece of
work to the citizens o f the town. It stands in a very
conspicuous position where it can be seen and
admired by all who pass through the town, and
numbers have remarked that the oftener they saw the
monument the more beautiful it appeared.”
According to the 1889 Town Annual Report,
the statue “is a handsome tribute made by a grateful
town to its heroes.”

Jon’s research on the monument drew him to
search for information on the cannons in front o f the
statue and of Saltonstall Plaza itself. In the proposals
he wrote for fundraising purposes, he recounted some
of the facts he had uncovered, including the
following:
The Soldiers’ Monument:
In the Spring o f 1881, it was noted during a
Memorial Day address by Rev. E.P. Wilson that it
would be desirable to construct a monument to those
from Watertown who “so freely and honorably
served Watertown” during the Civil War. A
committee was appointed in June 1881 by the
Watertown GAR (Grand Army o f the Republic) Isaac
B. Patten Post #81 to develop the plan for the park by
involving “leading citizens”. The process resulted in
2

The design o f the statue in Saltonstall Park is,
in fact, not unique. A statue with the same figure of
the soldier was installed in Castine, Maine. The
citizens o f Castine have maintained their statue over
the past century. The pristine condition o f this statue
will allow for an accurate restoration o f the
Watertown Soldiers’ Monument.

The monument in its original Saltonstall Park location
with the Grant School in the background

The Statue:
The period following the Civil War had many
communities installing memorials; the use o f the
figure o f a soldier was very popular. The statue itself
was fabricated at the Hallo well Granite Company o f
Maine, which was known for producing a number o f
prestigious works, including the beautiful Sphinx
monument in Mount Auburn cemetery. While the
artist o f the Civil War soldier is unknown, Hallowell
employed a number o f skilled Italian sculptors who
produced such works.

Sculptor David LaRocca with new hand and rifle
piece fo r the Soldiers ’ Monument
The Cannon:
The cannons located in the plot area fronting
the statue have been identified as 32 pounder Navy
guns o f 57 hundredweight. They were made by Cyrus
Alger and Co. in South Boston, MA, in 1849. The
Inspector was AAH, most probably Alexander
Harwood, a naval officer. There is no apparent record
o f ship service history on the pair. They are registered
under numbers 520 and 521 respectively.
The Plaza
In order to make room for the construction of
the Watertown Town Hall, the statue was relocated,
but remained in Saltonstall Park. In 1981, the town
received a grant o f $280,000 from the National Park
Service under the Urban Park and Recreation
Recovery project. The purpose was for the
“beautification” o f the park. This project included the
Plaza area. The firm contracted for the design o f this

Postcard o f Soldiers ’ Monument with cannon, circa
1893 - 1912, after the granite curbing was added
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historic renovation was Gehry & Krueger (the
renowned Frank Gehry) o f Cambridge MA. The
rededication o f the Plaza in June, 1981 was
highlighted by the words o f Board of Selectmen
Thomas McDermott, who said “ ...this beautification
will forever remain a memorial to our democratic
system of government and that it will be a constant
reminder o f the rich cultural heritage o f the Town of
Watertown.”

SOLDIERS’ MONUMNET
ESSAY CONTEST
As part o f an outreach project by the
Historical Society to involve Watertown High School
with the rededication ceremony, an essay contest was
held. The winning essay was written by Ashley
Smith, a senior at the High School, who read her
composition about the importance o f history and how
we can remember the past through such monuments.
It is printed here for our readers.

Summary:
“Lest We Forget.” This was the appeal o f the
Soldiers’ Monument project when the first
fundraising mailing took place. The pledge to
remember those fallen during the Civil War has now
been affirmed. Through the diligence and financial
support of the City known as the Town o f
Watertown, the State’s support through the State
Civil War Sesquicentennial commission, the
Historical Society o f Watertown, significant bank and
business donors, and the residents o f Watertown, the
Soldiers’ Monument and Saltonstall Plaza was
successfully completed on November 11, 2013.

If you ever were to go on a trip to another
country the first tiling you usually do is visit the
historical monuments. You go to see the beautifully
made sculptures and buildings and are left with the
question, why? What is so important about these
statues and ancient houses that attract tourists all
over the world?
Many will argue that seeing monuments give
us a connection to the past, as if it was something our
ancestors have left us for a reminder o f their existence
and their experiences. Most monuments have a story
behind them, such as The Soldiers" monument right
in our own town. The Soldiers" monument was a
statue built to remember and honor those who served
and died during the Civil War. When you go to visit
it, it is a time for mourning and respect for those who
helped us live today. Without those that we are
dedicating this to, who knows where we would be at
this point o f time? Upon visiting you are instantly
grieving at the loss o f a group o f amazing people who
made our lives better today.
As humans we are easily distracted with our
daily stresses, work, our kids, our families, meetings
and appointments that we almost forget about our
forefathers and those from the past who gave us the
opportunity to even experience such emotions. While
visiting these landmarks we pause our lives for a
second and cherish our history. It makes us realize
that these were actual people and although we don't
see them or ever got to meet them, they existed and
they are important to our lives now.
We go to see museums o f ancient artifacts for
our own interests o f what happened back then. We
compare our lives today to those who lived years ago
as it can either illustrate improvement or failure in our
communities that we live in right now. The same
goes for monuments, depending on the monuments
and what they are symbolizing, we reflect on

Project Chairperson Jon Spector in fro n t o f the
newly restored Soldiers ’ Monument
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A
ourselves and see how different these times are in a
matter o f just a few decades or centuries. We ask the
question: how are we going to leave our mark on this
vorld when we are no longer here? How will the
future generations view us? Would they have the
same respect for us as we do o f those in our past?

GOVERNOR PATRICK
VISITS FOWLE HOUSE
Governor Deval Patrick and members of the
Governor’s Council came to Watertown on October
22 to visit the Historical Society o f Watertown’s
Edmund Fowle House and view the Chamber where
the Council’s 18th century predecessors maintained
civil government at the start o f the Revolution.
Welcomed by the board o f the Historical
Society, the guests o f honor sat at the long table
upstairs in the Council Chamber, joined by
representatives o f the United Native American
Cultural Center (UNACC).
Governor’s Councilor and Watertown
native/resident Marilyn Devaney, who arranged for
the State House contingent’s visit, spoke about the
importance o f the room’s history to the
Commonwealth and the nation as well as to the town.
Her advocacy o f this history had persuaded former
governor Romney not to veto the generous grant that
restored the Fowle House and revealed its
architectural
secrets.
“The Declaration
of
Independence was read to the public from a window
of this Council Chamber on July 18, 1776,” said
Devaney, “and on the 19th the Council signed the
first US treaty with representatives o f the Mik’mak
and St. John’s Indians.”

High School Essay contest winner Ashley Smith
Monuments are also just interesting to look at.
Tmagine that that actual statue was built a certain time
ago and how people alive back then actually worked
on it and basically left us a little treasure to remember
them by. It's wonderful to think about and plus all the
handiwork and carvings are all so beautiful and it just
makes you step back and really admire it. It's the
feeling you get when you fmd out you're standing in a
place that somebody noteworthy once had stood, it's
the awe and amazement that makes it such a fun
experience.
It also shows our achievements in the past and
it broadcasts what our city or our country is all about.
It gives tourists and outsiders a glance into why we
are here and why where we live is great and how we
contributed to the world around us. It is like a trophy
that we show o ff to others.
Monuments and landmarks are really
important to who we are today and next time you
visit one, take a moment and reflect on our history
that our ancestors graciously left behind for us.

Governor Deval Patrick on a tour o f the Edmund
Fowle House

Our thanks go out to everyone who helped to
make this restoration happen, and to Jon Spector,
-^ w h o had the vision and saw it through to completion,
to help preserve this piece o f Watertown’s history for
future generations.

Chief Roland Jerome and Noel Rainville of
UNACC drummed and sang in the Mik’mak
language to honor the occasion. Historical Society
President Marilynne Roach highlighted some of the
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people and events associated with the Council
Chamber including its restoration. “We know from
the Council minutes,” said Roach, “that John and
Sam Adams were in this room to answer roll-call in
September 1775.” Transcription o f the hand written
Council minutes has revealed the business conducted
there when Watertown was the de-facto capital. The
lion's share o f the transcribing work is being done by
volunteer Betty Rowan.

SAURO LANDSCAPING
The Historical Society heartily thanks David
Sauro Landscaping for volunteering to maintain the
lawn o f the Edmund Fowle House (EFH).
If you are in need o f a landscaper, please
consider patronizing his business and mention that
you saw this announcement in the newsletter.
617-924-8761 or david@saurolandscaping.com

NEW MEMBER
APPLICATION
Members receive our quarterly publication of
our newsletter The Town Crier, invitations to our
public meetings that are held in September,
November, March and May, and invitations to any
special events occurring during the year.
N am e:______________________________________
Address:_____________________________________
City, State, Z ip:______________________________
Email:

After this visit perhaps Watertown’s
Revolutionary past won’t be such a well-kept secret.

Individual
Senior / Student
Household
Friend
Contributor
Patron
Donation

OUR TREASURER RETIRING
The Historical Society o f Watertown is sorry
to report that our long-time Treasurer, Ruth Arena, is
retiring from her position on the Executive Board,
although she will be remaining on the Board as a
Councilor. Ruth has been our Treasurer since 1990
and has done a tremendous job o f keeping our
finances in order.
The role o f the Treasurer is vital to all
organizations. We are looking to fill this position and
hope that you or someone you know would be
interested in joining our Board and taking this role.
The Treasurer is the person who oversees the
management and reporting o f the Historical Society’s
finances. The Treasurer receives and disperses all
funds, pays the bills and reports on the transactions at
our monthly meetings. She/he keeps the books, signs
all checks, completes the required financial reporting
forms and is the liaison with the auditor.
If you are interested or know someone who is,
please contact Joyce Kelly at joycekel(5)aol.com or at
781-899-7239.

$25.00
$15.00
$40.00
$100.00
$250.00
$500.00

Please mail correspondence to 28 Marshall St.
Watertown, MA 02472.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY COUNCILORS
Marilynne K. Roach - President
Audrey Jones Childs - Vice Pres./Asst. Treasurer
Ruth Arena - Treasurer
Mary Spiers - Corresponding/Recording Secretary
Councilors:
Peggy Anderson
Robert Childs
E. Joyce Munger
Jon Spector
Joyce Kelly - Newsletter Editor
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